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        Strong May Jobs Report Expected Before Fed Decision
        Economists expect employers added to payrolls at a solid rate in May and the unemployment rate stayed at 4.4%. The May jobs report is among the last pieces of critical data Fed officials will see before meeting later in June, when they are expected to raise the benchmark interest rate.
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5 Things to Watch in the May Jobs Report - Briefly - WSJ

The Labor Department releases its May jobs report Friday and economists expect employers added to payrolls at a solid rate. Economists surveyed by The Wall Street Journal forecast the report will show nonfarm payrolls increased a seasonally adjusted 184,000 last month. They forecast the unemployment rate to stay steady at 4.4%.
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        Trump Will Withdraw U.S. From Paris Climate Agreement
        MICHAEL D. SHEAR

        The withdrawal process could take four years to complete, meaning a final decision would be up to the American voters in the next presidential election.

      

      
        As Trump Exits Paris Agreement, Other Nations Are Defiant
        SOMINI SENGUPTA, MELISSA EDDY and CHRIS BUCKLEY

        Rich and poor countries alike said they were sticking to the climate accord, with or without the United States.

      

      
        News Analysis: Trump Hands the Chinese a Gift: The Chance for Global Leadership
        DAVID E. SANGER and JANE PERLEZ

        In quitting the Paris climate accord, President Trump creates a vacuum of global leadership that gives allies and adversaries the chance to reorder the world’s power structure.

      

      
        The Paris Climate Deal: What You Need to Know
        JONATHAN ELLIS

        President Trump’s decision to exit the climate pact is a setback for the worldwide effort to combat global warming. Here’s a guide to what it means.

      

      
        U.S. to Leave Paris Climate Accord. What Happens Now?
        Brad Plumer, a climate reporter for The New York Times, explains the consequences of President Trump’s decision today that he will withdraw from the landmark global warming agreement.

      

      
        Trump Pulls Out of Climate Accord as ‘Reassertion of America’s Sovereignty’
        President Trump railed against China, India and other international polluters at an address in which he announced the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris climate accord.

      

      
        News Analysis: Trump, Prioritizing Economy Over Climate, Cites Disputed Premises
        MARK LANDLER, BRAD PLUMER and LINDA QIU

        The president’s withdrawal from the Paris accord seemed more about his belief in the potential to save jobs and ease economic burdens than any disbelief in climate science.

      

      
        Bucking Trump, These Cities, States and Companies Commit to Paris Accord
        HIROKO TABUCHI and HENRY FOUNTAIN

        An unnamed group, which includes 30 mayors, three governors, 80 university presidents and over 100 businesses, is negotiating with the United Nations to accept its emissions reduction plan.

      

      
        ‘Climate Change Is Real’: Many U.S. Companies Lament Paris Accord Exit
        DANIEL VICTOR

        Several large corporations quickly expressed dismay with President Trump’s decision and said they would continue their environmental efforts.

      

      
        News Analysis: In Rejecting Popular Paris Accord, Trump Bets on His Base
        PETER BAKER

        Polls showed that a withdrawal would not be popular with voters, but Mr. Trump forged ahead anyway, seeing a victory with his core supporters.

      

      
        Hours After Fires, 36 Bodies Are Found at Manila Casino
        RICHARD C. PADDOCK and FELIPE VILLAMOR

        Guests fled Resorts World Manila as police officers stormed the complex. But the police later said the assailant may have been a gambler with a grudge.

      

      
        Maybe Private Russian Hackers Meddled in Election, Putin Says
        ANDREW HIGGINS

        The Russian president denied any state role, but said that cyberattacks might have been the work of private citizens. “Anything is possible in this virtual world,” Mr. Putin said

      

      
        Europe Edition: Paris Agreement, Champions League, Vladimir Putin: Your Friday Briefing
        PATRICK BOEHLER

        Here’s what you need to know to start your day.

      

      
        White House Waivers May Have Violated Ethics Rules
        STEVE EDER and ERIC LIPTON

        Ethics experts questioned the validity of a retroactive exemption that allowed Stephen K. Bannon, the senior strategist, to communicate with editors at Breitbart.

      

      
        Comey Expected to Testify Before Senate, if He Isn’t Blocked
        MATT APUZZO and MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT

        The testimony about conversations with the president would force Mr. Trump to decide whether to invoke executive privilege to try to stop Mr. Comey from testifying.

      

      
        Could Trump Muzzle Comey? A Look at Executive Privilege
        CHARLIE SAVAGE

        Executives have some power to block access to internal information, but a move by the president to prevent the former F.B.I. director from testifying could test its limits.

      

      
        Trump Administration Asks Supreme Court to Revive Travel Ban
        ADAM LIPTAK

        Petitioning the justices to consider the revised ban, limiting travelers from six mostly Muslim countries, sets up a constitutional showdown over the president’s authority.

      

      
        Democrats Sought Inquiry of Testimony by Sessions at His Confirmation Hearing
        CHARLIE SAVAGE

        Senators Patrick J. Leahy of Vermont and Al Franken of Minnesota wrote letters asking the F.B.I. to investigate whether Attorney General Jeff Sessions perjured himself.

      

      
        A Copacabana Protest to Oust Temer
        Thousands of Brazilians in Rio de Janeiro called on President Michel Temer to resign after revelations of his involvement in another corruption scandal.

      

      
        Peace Efforts May Be Another Casualty of Bombing in Afghanistan
        MUJIB MASHAL

        The bombing has cast a shadow over the new peace efforts in several ways, showing how fragile every facet of peacemaking can be in the middle of a raging war.

      

      
        In a Brief Prep School Career, a Growing List of Sexual Misconduct Allegations
        ELIZABETH A. HARRIS

        A teacher named in the Choate sexual abuse report now stands accused of inappropriate conduct at three of the four schools where he taught. “Take a chance,” he urged a 14-year-old.

      

      
        Gun Deal in Jeopardy for Turkish Guards Who Beat Protesters
        NICHOLAS FANDOS

        The State Department had approved the sale of handguns to the Turkish presidential detail that attacked American demonstrators, but that deal now has resistance from at least one lawmaker.

      

      
        The Best TV Shows and Movies New to Netflix, Amazon and More in June
        MONICA CASTILLO

        At the beginning of every month, there are new movies and TV shows added to streaming platforms. Here are the titles we think are most interesting.

      

      
        5 Must-See Shows if You’re in New York This Month
        BEN BRANTLEY

        June brings a comedy for those who prefer to be weirded-out; a show for theatergoers with itchy feet; and Kevin Spacey in the role of Clarence Darrow.

      

      
        Warriors 113, Cavaliers 91 | Golden State leads series, 1-0: The Warriors Drub the Cavaliers in a Defeat for Parity
        SCOTT CACCIOLA

        Kevin Durant, the new guy to the rivalry, leads Golden State to victory in yet another lopsided N.B.A. playoff game.

      

      
        Bailout for Italy’s Oldest Bank Tests Too-Big-to-Fail Rules
        JACK EWING, GAIA PIANIGIANI and CHAD BRAY

        The health of Monte dei Paschi — as assessed by the European Central Bank — will be the crucial measure to ensure the bailout follows new regulations.

      

      
        Maine’s Governor Wants Inmates to Fill Jobs, Not Prison Beds
        JESS BIDGOOD

        Paul R. LePage, Maine’s Republican governor, commuted the sentences of 17 state prisoners, saying he wants to make a dent in the aging state’s tight labor market.

      

      
        Inside the (Very Big) Head of Mr. Met
        MR. MET (as told to DAN BARRY)

        A man whose oversize head has stitches that just coincidentally match those on a baseball gets his say.

      

      
        In Texas, Some Rare Good News About Cities With Pension Woes
        MARY WILLIAMS WALSH

        Dallas and Houston, faced with possible bankruptcies tied to underfunded pensions, will be able to reduce some pension payments under new state laws.

      

      
        Third Gravitational Wave Detection, From Black-Hole Merger 3 Billion Light Years Away
        DENNIS OVERBYE

        This is the third black-hole smashup that astronomers have detected since they started keeping watch on the cosmos back in September 2015.

      

      
        Democrats’ Bid to Regain Hold on House Begins in California
        ADAM NAGOURNEY and JONATHAN MARTIN

        Energy is high, at least for the moment, as the health care debate and problems for the Trump administration give the party fresh hope.

      

      
        Express Scripts Sues Maker of Overdose Drug, Intensifying Feud
        KATIE THOMAS and CHARLES ORNSTEIN

        Anger over rising drug costs has set off a civil war in the pharmaceutical industry, and the nation’s largest pharmacy benefits manager claims it is owed millions.

      

      
        Newly Named NASA Spacecraft Will Aim Straight for the Sun
        KENNETH CHANG

        The Parker Solar Probe, named in honor of Eugene Parker, who predicted the existence of the solar wind, is to launch in 2018 and study the sun up close.

      

      
        Chinese Maker of Ivanka Trump’s Shoes Looks for Cheaper Labor
        KEITH BRADSHER

        As workers in China complain of excessive hours and seek higher pay, the factory owner is sending more jobs to Africa.

      

      
        Hidden Away for 28 Years, Tiananmen Protest Pictures See Light of Day
        LUO SILING

        David Chen was a 25-year-old student when he joined protesters in Beijing in 1989. Unlike most of them, he had a camera, a rare luxury in China at the time.

      

      
        Mr. Met’s Obscene Gesture Makes a Tough Season Even Crazier
        WALLACE MATTHEWS and KEN BELSON

        A fan posted a video on Twitter showing the longtime Mets mascot raising his middle finger as he walked down a stadium tunnel.

      

      
        Theresa May’s Lead in British Polls Narrows After Missteps
        DAN BILEFSKY

        With a last-minute decision to join a debate Wednesday, Mrs. May’s rival, the Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, is trying to paint the prime minister as evasive and out of touch.

      

      
        Man Stabbed in Portland While Coming to Aid of 2 Girls Shifts Focus to Them
        MATT STEVENS

        Micah David-Cole Fletcher has been praised for aiding two girls who were the target of a man’s xenophobic rant. He says concern should be deflected to the girls.

      

      
        American Beauties: ‘On Fire’ Makes Bad Habits Sound Very Sweet
        DWIGHT GARNER

        This 1994 firefighting memoir, by the Southern writer Larry Brown, vividly captures both fear and the sort of pride that comes with mastery.

      

      
        Bites: A London Kitchen Turning Out Israeli Street Food
        MICHAEL KAMINER

        Bala Baya, the latest and hippest of the English capital’s Israeli restaurants, serves extravagantly flavored dishes that transcend their humble roots.

      

      
        From the Archives: The Original Review of ‘Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band’
        RICHARD GOLDSTEIN

        This assessment of the Beatles’ album ran in The New York Times on June 18, 1967.
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But within minutes of the president’s remarks, the leaders of France, Germany and Italy issued a joint statement saying that the Paris climate accord was “irreversible” and could not be renegotiated.

Video

Trump Pulls Out of Climate Accord as ‘Reassertion of America’s Sovereignty’



President Trump railed against China, India and other international polluters at an address in which he announced the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris climate accord.


                    By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS.                                                        

                    Photo by Doug Mills/The New York Times.
                
Watch in Times Video »








The decision was a victory for Stephen K. Bannon, Mr. Trump’s chief strategist, and Scott Pruitt, the Environmental Protection Agency administrator, who spent months quietly making their case to the president about the dangers of the agreement. Inside the West Wing, the pair overcame intense opposition from other top aides, including Gary D. Cohn, the director of the National Economic Council, the president’s daughter Ivanka Trump, and his secretary of state, Rex Tillerson.
Ms. Trump, in particular, fought to make sure that her father heard from people supportive of the agreement, setting up calls and meetings with world leaders, corporate executives and others. But by Thursday, aides who pushed to remain part of the agreement were disconsolate, and it was Mr. Pruitt whom the president brought up for victory remarks at the Rose Garden event.

The president’s speech was his boldest and most sweeping assertion of an “America first” foreign policy doctrine since he assumed office four months ago. He vowed to turn the country’s empathy inward, rejecting financial assistance for pollution controls in developing nations in favor of providing help to American cities struggling to hire police officers.

“It would once have been unthinkable that an international agreement could prevent the United States from conducting its own domestic affairs,” Mr. Trump said.

In Mr. Trump’s view, the Paris accord represents an attack on the sovereignty of the United States and a threat to the ability of his administration to reshape the nation’s environmental laws in ways that benefit everyday Americans.
“At what point does America get demeaned? At what point do they start laughing at us as a country?” Mr. Trump said. “We don’t want other leaders and other countries laughing at us anymore. And they won’t be.”

But business leaders like Elon Musk of Tesla, Jeffrey R. Immelt of General Electric and Lloyd C. Blankfein of Goldman Sachs said the decision would ultimately harm the economy by ceding the jobs of the future in clean energy and technology to overseas competitors.
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                The Stakes in the Paris Climate Deal: What Might Other Countries Do?            


                President Trump will withdraw the United States from the first worldwide deal to address global warming. Where do other countries stand on the agreement?            
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Mr. Musk, who had agreed to be a member of a two business-related councils that Mr. Trump set up this year, wrote on Twitter that he would leave those panels.

“Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world,” he said.
Under the accord, the United States had pledged to cut its greenhouse gas emissions 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025 and commit up to $3 billion in aid for poorer countries by 2020.
By stepping away from the Paris agreement, the president made good on a campaign promise to “cancel” an agreement he repeatedly mocked at rallies. As president, he has moved rapidly to reverse Obama-era policies aimed at allowing the United States to meet its pollution-reduction targets as set under the agreement.

“We are getting out,” Mr. Trump said Thursday. “But we will start to negotiate, and we will see if we can make a deal that’s fair. And if we can, that’s great.”
In his remarks, Mr. Trump listed sectors of the United States economy that would lose revenue and jobs if the country remained part of the accord, citing a study — vigorously disputed by environmental groups — asserting that the agreement would cost 2.7 million jobs by 2025.

But he will stick to the withdrawal process laid out in the Paris agreement, which President Barack Obama joined and most of the world has already ratified. That could take nearly four years to complete, meaning a final decision would be up to the American voters in the next presidential election.
Republican lawmakers hailed Mr. Trump’s decision, calling it a necessary antidote to the overreach of Mr. Obama’s policies aimed at reducing planet-warming carbon emissions.



“I applaud President Trump and his administration for dealing yet another significant blow to the Obama administration’s assault on domestic energy production and jobs,” said Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the majority leader.

But Mr. Trump’s call for new global negotiations about the planet’s climate drew derision from Democrats in the United States and other heads of state.
President Emmanuel Macron of France and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada each issued rebukes to Mr. Trump. “Make our planet great again,” Mr. Macron said.

On Twitter, Miguel Arias Cañete, the European Union’s commissioner for climate, said that “today’s announcement has galvanized us rather than weakened us, and this vacuum will be filled by new broad committed leadership.”

Mr. Obama, in a rare assertion of his political views as a former president, said, “The nations that remain in the Paris agreement will be the nations that reap the benefits in jobs and industries created.”
“Even in the absence of American leadership; even as this administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future; I’m confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we’ve got,” Mr. Obama said.

In recent days, Mr. Trump withstood withering criticism from European counterparts who accused him of shirking America’s role as a global leader and America’s responsibility as history’s largest emitter of planet-warming greenhouse gasses.
 



                The U.S. Is the Biggest Carbon Polluter in History. It Just Walked Away From the Paris Climate Deal.            


                The United States has emitted more planet-warming carbon dioxide into the atmosphere than any other country. Now it is walking back a promise to lower emissions.            

















After a fierce debate inside the administration, the White House on Thursday took on the trappings of a celebration. The Rose Garden was packed with reporters, activists and members of Mr. Trump’s administration. Scores of staff members lined the sides of the Rose Garden as a military band played soft jazz.

Supporters of the Paris agreements reacted with pent-up alarm, condemning the administration for shortsightedness about the planet and a reckless willingness to shatter longstanding diplomatic relationships.
“Removing the United States from the Paris agreement is a reckless and indefensible action,” said Al Gore, the former vice president who has become an evangelist for fighting climate change. “It undermines America’s standing in the world and threatens to damage humanity’s ability to solve the climate crisis in time.”

Corporate leaders also condemned Mr. Trump’s action.
On its website, I.B.M. reaffirmed its support for the Paris agreement and took issue with the president’s contention that it was a bad deal for American workers and the American economy.
“This agreement requires all participating countries to put forward their best efforts on climate change as determined by each country,” the company said. “I.B.M. believes that it is easier to lead outcomes by being at the table, as a participant in the agreement, rather than from outside it.”

Mr. Immelt, the chairman and chief executive of General Electric, took to Twitter to say he was “disappointed” with the decision. “Climate change is real,” he said. “Industry must now lead and not depend on government.”


But Mr. Trump was resolute.
“It is time to put Youngstown, Ohio; Detroit, Mich.; and Pittsburgh, Pa., along with many, many other locations within our great country, before Paris, France,” he said. “It is time to make America great again.”
The mayor of Pittsburgh, Bill Peduto, responded on Twitter, “I can assure you that we will follow the guidelines of the Paris Agreement for our people, our economy & future.”



Continue reading the main story
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“We therefore reaffirm our strongest commitment to swiftly implement the Paris Agreement, including its climate finance goals, and we encourage all our partners to speed up their action to combat climate change,” the statement said.

Mr. Trump, in a Rose Garden address, said he wanted better terms for the United States. “We are getting out,” he said. “But we will start to negotiate, and we will see if we can make a deal that’s fair. And if we can, that’s great.”
But Christiana Figueres, the former United Nations official who led the negotiations, said his remarks underscored a lack of understanding of how international agreements work. Under the accord, the United States cannot even submit its intention to withdraw until November 2019, after which the process would take a year.
“You cannot renegotiate individually,” she said. “It’s a multilateral agreement. No one country can unilaterally change the conditions.”

Other reactions were more blunt. The prime minister of Belgium, Charles Michel, called the American decision “a brutal act.”



            I condemn this brutal act against #ParisAccord @realDonaldTrump Leadership means fighting climate change together. Not forsaking commitment.        
 —
        Charles Michel (@CharlesMichel)
        June 1, 2017




Mary Robinson, former president of Ireland, said Mr. Trump’s decision had turned the United States into “a rogue state.” Miguel Arias Cañete, the European Union’s commissioner for climate, said Mr. Trump’s decision had “galvanized us” and promised that “this vacuum will be filled by new broad committed leadership.”



            Today's announcement has galvanised us rather than weakened us, and this vacuum will be filled by new broad committed leadership.        
 —
        Miguel Arias Cañete (@MAC_europa)
        June 1, 2017




In his address on Thursday, Mr. Trump also took aim at the Green Climate Fund, designed to help poor nations deal with the havoc of climate change, calling it a scheme to redistribute wealth. Ms. Figueres described the fund as a “political message” of help from rich countries to poor countries that have done little to wreck the atmosphere. Countries decide how much they want to give, and former President Barack Obama, pledged last year to contribute $3 billion.
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The secretary general of the United Nations, António Guterres, called Mr. Trump’s move “a major disappointment” and while he said nothing specifically about a renegotiation, suggested that countries and businesses all over the world had already made advances based on the agreement.

“The transformation envisaged in the Paris Agreement is already underway,” he said in a statement. “The Secretary-General remains confident that cities, states and businesses within the United States — along with other countries — will continue to demonstrate vision and leadership by working for the low-carbon, resilient economic growth that will create quality jobs and markets for 21st century prosperity.”

Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, the United Nations special envoy for indigenous people, said Mr. Trump’s decision would punish those who were least to blame and the most vulnerable.

“We are already seeing climate change destroy lives, livelihoods and entire communities,” she said in an email. “While indigenous peoples are often the first to feel these effects because of where we live, the entire planet will suffer as a result of history’s largest emitter retreating on climate change.”
Before the announcement, United Nations envoys from rich and poor countries alike said they were sticking to the agreement, with or without the United States. New diplomatic alliances were forming, with Europe, India and China pledging to uphold their end of the deal.

Premier Li Keqiang of China, in Berlin for meetings with Chancellor Angela Merkel, said Thursday that his country remained committed to the fight against climate change and to participating in international efforts for a greener world.
China, the world’s biggest emitter of carbon dioxide, stands to gain international credit for standing by the Paris Agreement, but it would not be able to fill the void on its own if the United States abandoned the treaty.

“China will continue to uphold its commitments to the Paris climate agreement,” Mr. Li said, confirming a position his country agreed to alongside the United States in 2014, in what proved to be a watershed moment for the passage of the landmark accord the following year.



Ms. Merkel, who welcomed the Chinese commitment as “encouraging,” has been a leader in the global push for climate action since 1992, when she played a crucial international role in the passage of the world’s first climate treaty, the Kyoto Protocol.
She pointed to future cooperation between Brussels and Beijing, making clear the similar intention in Europe to move ahead with potential partners to fill any vacuum created by Washington’s absence.

Ms. Merkel and India’s leader, Narendra Modi, pledged their support for the climate accord during meetings in Berlin on Wednesday.

After his meetings in Berlin, Mr. Li will head to Brussels for a summit meeting with European Union leaders. They are expected to announce a number of measures deepening joint cooperation on climate protection.
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If the United States does withdraw, “the system of global climate governance won’t totally collapse, but it will be shaken,” said Zhang Haibin, a professor at Peking University who studies international environmental politics.

“The international community may expect China to play a leading role,” he said. “But in my view, China doesn’t have the capacity to single-handedly play the role of global hero. Instead, we’ll need to work closely with the European Union and the Basic countries,” he said, referring to a negotiating bloc that includes Brazil, South Africa, India and China.

“Collective leadership will be more important,” he said.
The one exception to the chorus of criticism on Thursday came from Poland, whose economy is heavily dependent on coal and whose conservative government has been a vocal critic of European climate policies.
Grzegorz Tobiszowski, Poland’s deputy minister of energy, commended President Trump’s for his decision as he was signing an agreement on developing a new hard coal-fired power unit in Jaworzno, a city in southern Poland and one of the most polluted regions in Europe.

Yet even some of Washington’s most reliable allies warned that the United States would find itself isolated on the international stage.
Prime Minister Theresa May of Britain expressed her disappointment in a telephone call to Mr. Trump, according to a statement from her office. In the call, Ms. May reaffirmed her government’s commitment to the agreement, according to the spokesman.
At United Nations headquarters in New York, Several Western diplomats said they could not fathom why the White House would join the tiny clique of nations — like Syria and Nicaragua — that had not signed the accord. The last time the United States’ standing had fallen so low was during its invasion of Iraq, several said.

“Humanity is at a fork in the road,” said Kai Sauer, the ambassador from Finland. “One hundred and ninety countries going on one path, and the United States, Syria, Nicaragua going on another? It seems a bit strange. This definitely also changes how we are looking at the United States.”

Already, the United States is likely to miss the climate-related pledges that it made just last year because of policies set in motion by the Trump administration. So who can make up the difference? Perhaps the biggest surprise comes from India, which just a couple of years ago insisted that it needed to burn much more coal in order to lift its people out of poverty.
Since then, India has sharply slowed the expansion of its coal-fired plants, and although coal use will most certainly rise, according to experts, the Indian government has said that in another 10 years, it may not need to build any more coal plants at all.

Navroz K. Dubash, a climate change expert with the Center for Policy Research in New Delhi, said planned coal projects were struggling to obtain financing in India because of uncertainty over the regulatory environment, and most were unlikely to get off the ground.
Solar and wind power prices have fallen sharply, making them far more competitive sources of energy for a poor country. And India has said it aimed to sell only electric cars by 2030.
After the White House announcement, Mr. Dubash called Mr. Trump’s claims baffling. “Stating that the Paris Agreement hamstrings the U.S. while allowing India and China to increase their emissions is baffling; the Agreement allows every country to choose its pledge tailored to its national circumstances.”


 Correction: June 2, 2017 
An earlier version of this article referred incorrectly to Mr. Macron’s use of French and English. He spoke in French before switching to English, not the other way around.
 





Somini Sengupta reported from the United Nations, Melissa Eddy from Berlin and Chris Buckley from Beijing. Joanna Berendt contributed reporting from Warsaw, Stephen Castle from London, Jason Horowitz from Rome, James Kanter from Brussels, and Dom Phillips from Rio de Janeiro


A version of this article appears in print on June 2, 2017, on Page A11 of the New York edition with the headline: Defiant Other Countries Reaffirm Fight Against Climate Change.  Order Reprints| Today's Paper|Subscribe







Continue reading the main story






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/01/world/europe/climate-paris-agreement-trump-china.html?partner=rss&emc=rss



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump Hands the Chinese a Gift: The Chance for Global Leadership - The New York Times

“The irony here is that people worried that Trump would come in and make the world safe for Russian meddling,” said Richard N. Haass, the president of the Council on Foreign Relations, who was briefly considered, then rejected, for a top post in the new administration. “He may yet do that,” Mr. Haass added, “but he has certainly made the world safe for Chinese influence.”

The president, and his defenders, argue that such views are held by an elite group of globalists who have lost sight of the essential element of American power: economic growth. Mr. Trump made that argument explicitly in the Rose Garden with his contention that the Paris accord amounted to nothing more than “a massive redistribution of United States wealth to other countries.”
In short, he turned the concept of the agreement on its head. While President Barack Obama argued that the United Nations Green Climate Fund — a financial institution to help poorer nations combat the effects of climate change — would benefit the world, Mr. Trump argued that the American donations to the fund, which he halted, would beggar the country.
“Our withdrawal from the agreement represents a reassertion of America’s sovereignty,” Mr. Trump said.

That, in short, encapsulates how Mr. Trump’s view of preserving American power differs from all of his predecessors, back to President Harry S. Truman. His proposed cuts to contributions to the United Nations and to American foreign aid are based on a presumption that only economic and military power count. “Soft power” — investments in alliances and broader global projects — are, in his view, designed to drain influence, not add to it, evident in the fact that he did not include the State Department among the agencies that are central to national security, and thus require budget increases.

It will take years to determine the long-term effects of his decision to abandon the Paris agreement, to the environment and to the global order. It will not break alliances: Europe is hardly about to embrace a broken, corrupt Russia, and China’s neighbors are simultaneously drawn to its immense wealth and repelled by its self-interested ambitions.

But Mr. Trump has added to the arguments of leaders around the world that it is time to rebalance their portfolios by effectively selling some of their stock in Washington. Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany has already announced her plan to hedge her bets, declaring last weekend after meeting Mr. Trump that she had realized “the times when we could completely rely on others are, to an extent, over.”



That may be temporary: It is still possible that Mr. Trump’s announcement on Thursday will amount to a blip in history, a withdrawal that takes so long — four years — that it could be reversed after the next presidential election. But for now it leaves the United States declaring that it is better outside the accord than in, a position that, besides America, has so far only been taken by Syria and Nicaragua. (Syria did not sign on because it is locked in civil war, Nicaragua because it believes the world’s richest nations did not sacrifice enough.)
But it is the relative power balance with China that absorbs anyone who studies the dance of great powers. Even before Mr. Trump’s announcement, President Xi Jinping had figured out how to embrace the rhetoric, if not the substance, of global leadership.
Mr. Xi is no free trader, and his nation has overtaken the United States as the greatest emitter of carbon by a factor of two. Only three years ago, it was a deal between Mr. Obama and Mr. Xi that laid the groundwork for what became the broader Paris agreement.

Yet for months the Chinese president has been stepping unto the breach, including giving speeches at the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, that made it sound like China alone was ready to adopt the role of global standard-setter that Washington has occupied since the end of World War II.

“What the Paris accord represented, in a fractured world, was finally some international consensus, led by two big polluters, China and the United States, on a common course of action,” said Graham T. Allison, the author of a new book, “Destined For War: Can America and China Escape Thucydides’s Trap?”
“What you’d expect us to do is sustain our position by maintaining our most important relationship around the world and address what the citizens of our allies consider their most important problems: economic growth and an environment that sustains their children and grandchildren,’’ he added. “Instead, we are absenting the field.”

That sentiment was evident on Thursday in Berlin. Just hours before Mr. Trump spoke, China’s premier, Li Keqiang, stood alongside Ms. Merkel, and used careful words as he described China as a champion of the accord. China believed that fighting climate change was an “international responsibility,” Mr. Li said, the kind of declaration that American diplomats have made for years when making the case to combat terrorism or nuclear proliferation or hunger.
China has long viewed the possibility of a partnership with Europe as a balancing strategy against the United States. Now, with Mr. Trump questioning the basis of NATO, the Chinese are hoping that their partnership with Europe on the climate accord may allow that relationship to come to fruition faster than their grand strategy imagined.
Naturally, the Chinese are using the biggest weapon in their quiver: Money. Their plan, known as “One Belt, One Road,” is meant to buy China influence from Ethiopia to Britain, from Malaysia to Hungary, all the while refashioning the global economic order.

Mr. Xi announced the sweeping initiative last month, envisioning spending $1 trillion on huge infrastructure projects across Africa, Asia and Europe. It is a plan with echoes of the Marshall Plan and other American efforts at aid and investment, but on a scale with little precedent in modern history. And the clear subtext is that it is past time to toss out the rules of aging, American-dominated international institutions, and to conduct commerce on China’s terms.


David E. Sanger reported from Washington, and Jane Perlez from Beijing. Alissa J. Rubin contributed reporting from Paris, and Somini Sengupta from the United Nations.
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The Paris Climate Deal: What You Need to Know - The New York Times

The idea of the Paris climate accord was that every country, rich and poor, would set goals to curb carbon emissions in an effort to avert the worst effects of climate change.
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Cooling off with sprinklers at Flushing Meadows-Corona Park in Queens, New York, in July 2016. In recent years, the record for hottest summer has been successively broken.

Credit
            Alex Wroblewski/The New York Times        




• Our climate explainer-in-chief, Brad Plumer, has written a Q. & A. on the Paris accord so you can understand it better.
• Our article from when the agreement was reached in 2015 is a good overview of the agreement and what’s at stake.

• Need some convincing on global warming? Well, 2016 broke the record for hottest year. As did 2015. As did 2014.

The writing was on the wall.
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President Trump entering the White House Rose Garden on Thursday. “We will see if we can make a deal that’s fair,” he said. “And if we can, that’s great.”

Credit
            Doug Mills/The New York Times        




The president has called climate change a hoax, and he pledged during the campaign to “cancel” the Paris deal. Few expected him to announce that the United States would remain committed to the pact.

Mr. Trump is now making clear his belief that joint global action on climate change is antagonistic to his “America first” message and could be harmful to the economy. Environmental advocates dispute the argument that the Paris accord would cost jobs.

Under the terms of the agreement, the United States cannot exit until Nov. 4, 2020 — the day after the next presidential election. That could make climate change a future campaign issue.
• Our White House reporter Michael D. Shear is tracking the latest developments in our lead story.
• Most Americans say the United States should participate in the Paris accord. But as Peter Baker writes, Mr. Trump is betting once again on his political base.
• Mr. Trump cited some dubious data during his speech in the White House Rose Garden. But he didn’t seem to be questioning climate change — only the economic burdens of the climate deal.
• Cities, states, universities and businesses are trying to fill the void left by Mr. Trump’s withdrawal.

The U.S. is history’s biggest carbon polluter.
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A coal-fired power plant in Ghent, Ky. Some said that was a moral imperative for the United States to stay in the pact.

Credit
            Luke Sharrett for The New York Times        




While Americans make up just over 4 percent of the world’s population, they are responsible for almost a third of the excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. China emits more carbon into the atmosphere today, but as our climate reporter Justin Gillis explains, the United States has a long head start on burning coal, oil and natural gas. Some said it was a moral imperative for the United States to stay in the Paris pact.

But since Mr. Trump has decided to leave, other countries — especially the poorer ones — could consider doing the same. That could reverse years of hard-won progress on climate change.

The United States will join Nicaragua and Syria as the only countries that are not a part of the Paris agreement.
• Here is Justin’s must-read news analysis.
• Mr. Trump is creating a vacuum of global leadership, David E. Sanger and Jane Perlez write, and China may be the biggest beneficiary. China said Thursday that it was committed to the Paris goals no matter what Mr. Trump did.
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Workers installing solar panels on a roof in Wuhan, China, in April. China said Thursday that it was committed to the Paris goals no matter what President Trump did.

Credit
            Kevin Frayer/Getty Images        




• Americans themselves overwhelmingly believe that global warming is happening, and that carbon emissions should be scaled back. But there’s a catch.

Here’s a way to visualize what we’re talking about.
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The red line shows what will happen to carbon emissions without the Paris agreement: up, up, up. The United States’ contribution to the emissions goal was substantial. But other countries have pledged to continue their programs with or without American participation.
• This graphic by Jasmine C. Lee and Adam Pearce walks through the possibilities.
• For the ultimate visual experience, be sure to see our recent Antarctica series.

• And if you’re wondering what you can do about climate change on your own, we have a guide.
 Continue reading the main story
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U.S. to Leave Paris Climate Accord. What Happens Now? - Video - NYTimes.com

By BRAD PLUMER, A.J. CHAVAR and SUSAN JOAN ARCHER  | Jun. 1, 2017
 | 2:36


Brad Plumer, a climate reporter for The New York Times, explains the consequences of President Trump’s decision today that he will withdraw from the landmark global warming agreement.
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Trump Pulls Out of Climate Accord as ‘Reassertion of America’s Sovereignty’ - Video - NYTimes.com

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS  | Jun. 1, 2017
 | 2:34


President Trump railed against China, India and other international polluters at an address in which he announced the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris climate accord.
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Trump, Prioritizing Economy Over Climate, Cites Disputed Premises - The New York Times

“The United States,” he said, “will cease all implementation of the nonbinding Paris accord and the draconian financial and economic burdens the agreement imposes on our country.”

The president referred to a published study to claim that the climate pact would result in “as much as 2.7 million lost jobs by 2025,” of which 440,000 would be in manufacturing. By 2040, he said, the losses would balloon to 6.5 million industrial jobs, or $3 trillion in lost economic output, or about $7,000 in reduced income for the average household.
Critics dispute the methodology of that study, by the National Economic Research Associates. They note that it was conducted for the American Council for Capital Formation and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce — both vocal opponents of climate regulations.
Economists argue that the projected job losses in the study assume the American economy will not use innovation to adapt to the new regulations. Apple, Mars, and Unilever are among companies that have said complying with the Paris agreement would open markets and generate jobs.

A raft of studies — from environmental organizations, Citibank, and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development — argue that a failure to mitigate the effects of climate change could cost the economy trillions of dollars.

“China and Europe have become world leaders on the path toward green development already,” said Prof. Hans Joachim Schellnhuber of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, “and will strengthen their position if the U.S. slips back at the national level.”

To dramatize the unfairness of the agreement, Mr. Trump asserted that it allows China, the world’s largest polluter, “to increase these emissions by a staggering number of years — 13. They can do whatever they want for 13 years.”
Under China’s pledge, emissions would indeed continue to climb until 2030, and then begin declining. But as its consumption of coal slows, China is on pace to beat that target.
Its government has pledged to generate 20 percent of its energy from nonfossil fuel sources by 2030, a formidable goal that will require the Chinese to install at least 800 gigawatts worth of solar, wind and nuclear energy capacity — a process that is already underway.

Mr. Trump noted that the pact would allow China and India to build more coal plants, while effectively shutting down development of a clean coal industry in the United States.

“The agreement doesn’t eliminate coal jobs,” the president said. “It just transfers those jobs out of America and the United States, and ships them to foreign countries.”



Because the Paris accord is nonbinding, it has no direct effect on coal consumption in the United States. The coal industry is in long-term decline because of cheaper alternatives, such as natural gas and renewable energies, along with stricter pollution standards imposed by the Obama administration. Mr. Trump has moved to lift many of those restrictions, and he would be free to do so, even under the Paris agreement.
Mr. Trump’s top economic adviser, Gary D. Cohn, acknowledged the declining role played by coal in the nation’s energy mix. Speaking to reporters last week, he said, “Coal doesn’t even make that much sense anymore as a feedstock.”

Mr. Trump tried to diminish the value of the accord by citing a Massachusetts Institute of Technology study, which said that if each nation lived up to its commitments, it would result in a reduction of only two-tenths of a degree Celsius in global temperatures by 2100.
“Tiny, tiny amount,” he said, holding his thumb and index finger together to drive home the point.

But that assertion does not accurately reflect the M.I.T. research.
The M.I.T. study in question looked at the difference between climate pledges made at previous talks and those made in the run-up to Paris, and it found that the Paris pledges would avoid an additional 0.2 degrees Celsius of global warming by 2100.
But the M.I.T. researchers also looked at the difference between all of the climate pledges made to date and a business-as-usual scenario in which countries failed to act. In an updated 2016 analysis, they found that current climate pledges would result in global average temperatures rising between 2.7 and 3.6 degrees by the end of the century, compared with between 3.3 and 4.7 degrees if no action were taken, a difference of nearly a degree. And the aim of the Paris agreement was to improve those pledges over time.

Mr. Trump saved particular vitriol for the Green Climate Fund, a United Nations program under which richer countries transfer funds to poorer ones to help them mitigate the effects of climate change.

“Nice name,” he said, adding, “We’re going to be paying billions and billions and billions of dollars, and we’re already way ahead of anybody else. Many of the other countries haven’t spent anything, and many of them will never pay one dime.”
The United States has pledged $3 billion to the fund, which is the most of any country in aggregate terms. But it is far from the only contributor, and on a per-capita basis, it is not the highest. Sweden has contributed $581 million, which works out to a little less than $60 per person, six times the amount the United States is pledging per capita.

Even operating outside the Paris accord, Mr. Trump insisted that the United States would be an environmental exemplar. “We’ll be the cleanest,” he promised. “We’re going to have the cleanest air. We’re going to have the cleanest water.”

That optimistic statement is contradicted by Yale University’s latest annual Environmental Performance Index.
The United States ranked 26th of 180 countries, according to the index, which assesses each nation’s water and air quality, biodiversity, agricultural outputs and climate change efforts. It ranked 43rd in air quality, 22nd in water sanitation, and 44th in climate and energy policies.
Moreover, even after recent reductions, America’s carbon emissions per capita remain significantly higher than those of China or India — countries that Mr. Trump branded as the world’s big polluters.
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It was unclear how, exactly, that submission to the United Nations would take place. Christiana Figueres, a former top United Nations climate official, said there was currently no formal mechanism for entities that were not countries to be full parties to the Paris accord.
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Paris City Hill was illuminated in green on Thursday in opposition to President Trump’s decision to withdraw from the Paris climate accord. Buildings in New York City, Boston and elsewhere around the world joined in.

Credit
            Christophe Petit Tesson/European Pressphoto Agency        




Ms. Figueres, who described the Trump administration’s decision to withdraw as a “vacuous political melodrama,” said the American government was required to continue reporting its emissions to the United Nations because a formal withdrawal would not take place for several years.
But Ms. Figueres, the executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change until last year, said the Bloomberg group’s submission could be included in future reports the United Nations compiled on the progress made by the signatories of the Paris deal.

There are 195 countries committed to reducing their greenhouse gas emissions as part of the 2015 agreement.

Still, producing what Mr. Bloomberg described as a “parallel” pledge would indicate that leadership in the fight against climate change in the United States had shifted from the federal government to lower levels of government, academia and industry.

Mr. Bloomberg, a United Nations envoy on climate, is a political independent who has been among the critics of Mr. Trump’s climate and energy policies.
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                How Americans Think About Climate Change, in Six Maps            


                Americans overwhelmingly believe that global warming is happening, and that carbon emissions should be scaled back. But fewer are sure that it will harm them personally.            
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Mayors of cities including Los Angeles, Atlanta and Salt Lake City have signed on — along with Pittsburgh, which Mr. Trump mentioned in his speech announcing the withdrawal — as have Hewlett-Packard, Mars and dozens of other companies.

Eighty-two presidents and chancellors of universities including Emory, Brandeis and Wesleyan are also participating, the organizers said.
Mr. Trump’s plan to pull out of the Paris agreement was motivating more local and state governments, as well as businesses, to commit to the climate change fight, said Robert C. Orr, one of the architects of the 2015 Paris agreement as the United Nations secretary-general’s lead climate adviser.
On Thursday, Gov. Jay Inslee of Washington, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of New York and Gov. Jerry Brown of California, all Democrats, said they were beginning a separate alliance of states committed to upholding the Paris accord.

“The electric jolt of the last 48 hours is accelerating this process that was already underway,” said Mr. Orr, who is now dean of the School of Public Policy at the University of Maryland. “It’s not just the volume of actors that is increasing, it’s that they are starting to coordinate in a much more integral way.”

Video

Trump Pulls Out of Climate Accord as ‘Reassertion of America’s Sovereignty’



President Trump railed against China, India and other international polluters at an address in which he announced the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris climate accord.
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The United States is about halfway to its 2025 emissions reduction target, Mr. Orr said. Of the remaining reductions, the federal government — through regulations like gas mileage standards for vehicles — could affect about half.

But in a draft letter to António Guterres, the United Nations secretary-general, Mr. Bloomberg expressed confidence that “non-national actors” could achieve the 2025 goal alone.
“While the executive branch of the U.S. government speaks on behalf of our nation in matters of foreign affairs, it does not determine many aspects of whether and how the United States takes action on climate change,” he wrote.

“The bulk of the decisions which drive U.S. climate action in the aggregate are made by cities, states, businesses, and civil society,” he wrote. “Collectively, these actors remain committed to the Paris accord.”
Cities and states can reduce emissions in many ways, including negotiating contracts with local utilities to supply greater amounts of renewable energy, building rapid transit programs and other infrastructure projects like improved wastewater treatment. Similarly, corporations can take measures like buying renewable energy for their offices and factories, or making sure their supply chains are climate-friendly.
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A customer at a Citi Bike station in Brooklyn in December. Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of New York and two other governors are starting a separate alliance of states committed to upholding the Paris accord.

Credit
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Governor Inslee said that states held significant sway over emissions. Washington, for example, has adopted a cap on carbon pollution, has invested in growing clean energy jobs and subsidizes electric vehicle purchases and charging stations.

“Our states will move forward, even if the president wants to go backward,” he said in a telephone interview.
America’s biggest corporations have been bracing for the United States to exit from the Paris climate accord, a move executives and analysts say would bring few tangible benefits to businesses — but plenty of backlash.

Multinational companies will still need to follow ever-stricter emissions laws that other countries are adopting, no matter the location of their headquarters. Automakers like Ford Motor and General Motors would still need to build cars that meet stringent fuel economy and emissions standards in the European Union, Japan and even China, not to mention California.

American companies also face the wrath of overseas consumers for abandoning what has been a popular global agreement — customers who could buy more Renaults instead of Chevrolets or Reeboks instead of Nikes.
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            Graphic: How 2016 Became Earth’s Hottest Year on Record        




“Pulling out of Paris would be the worst thing for brand America since Abu Ghraib,” said Nigel Purvis, a top environmental negotiator in the Clinton and George W. Bush administrations and the chief executive of Climate Advisers, a consulting firm.

“Mars stands by the Paris Climate Agreement,” said Grant Reid, the chief executive of Mars. The company, best known for its candies, remained committed, he said, to achieving “the carbon reduction targets the planet needs.”
It was unclear from Mr. Trump’s announcement what commitments the United States would honor in the Paris accord, which include contributions to the operating budget of the accord’s coordinating agency, the framework convention.
But Bloomberg Philanthropies, Mr. Bloomberg’s charitable organization, is offering to donate $14 million over the next two years to help fund the budget should it be needed, a spokeswoman said. That figure represents the United States’ share, she said.
Jackie Biskupski, the mayor of Salt Lake City and a Democrat, said her administration had recently brokered an agreement with the local utility to power the city with 100 percent renewable energy by 2032.
Global warming is having a significant impact in Utah, she said, especially on water availability and quality. “We feel very strongly that we have an obligation to make sure we keep moving in the right direction on this issue,” she said.

“We really have to make choices that reflect our long-term goals, that really address long-term issues of today,” she added.


A version of this article appears in print on June 2, 2017, on Page A12 of the New York edition with the headline: Bucking Trump, These Cities, States and Companies Embrace Accord.  Order Reprints| Today's Paper|Subscribe
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‘Climate Change Is Real’: Many U.S. Companies Lament Paris Accord Exit - The New York Times

Elon Musk, founder of Tesla and SpaceX, said he would leave an advisory council for Mr. Trump.



            Am departing presidential councils. Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world.        
 —
        Elon Musk (@elonmusk)
        June 1, 2017




Disney
Robert A. Iger, Disney’s chief executive, also said he would no longer be an advisory council member.



            As a matter of principle, I've resigned from the President's Council over the #ParisAgreement withdrawal.        
 —
        Robert Iger (@RobertIger)
        June 1, 2017




General Electric
Jeff Immelt, G.E.’s chairman and chief executive, said in a Twitter message:



            Disappointed with today’s decision on the Paris Agreement. Climate change is real. Industry must now lead and not depend on government.        
 —
        Jeff Immelt (@JeffImmelt)
        June 1, 2017




Facebook
Mark Zuckerberg, the chief executive, wrote on his Facebook page:
Withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement is bad for the environment, bad for the economy, and it puts our children’s future at risk.

For our part, we’ve committed that every new data center we build will be powered by 100% renewable energy.

Stopping climate change is something we can only do as a global community, and we have to act together before it’s too late.

Twitter and Square
Jack Dorsey, the chief executive of both companies, wrote on Twitter:



            This is an incredibly shortsighted move backwards by the federal government. We're all on this planet together and we need to work together. https://t.co/tLEdtG0n1o 
 —
        jack (@jack)
        June 1, 2017




Google
Sundar Pichai, the chief executive, said on Twitter:



            Disappointed with today’s decision. Google will keep working hard for a cleaner, more prosperous future for all.        
 —
        Sundar Pichai (@sundarpichai)
        June 1, 2017




Goldman Sachs
Lloyd Blankfein, the chief executive, had never used Twitter before but addressed the exit from the accord in his first tweet:



            Today's decision is a setback for the environment and for the U.S.'s leadership position in the world. #ParisAgreement 
 —
        Lloyd Blankfein (@lloydblankfein)
        June 1, 2017




Microsoft
Brad Smith, Microsoft’s president, said in a statement that the company was disappointed in the decision.
We believe that continued U.S. participation benefits U.S. businesses and the economy in important and multiple ways. A global framework strengthens competitiveness for American businesses. It creates new markets for innovative clean technologies, from green power to smart grids to cloud-enabled solutions. And by strengthening global action over time, the Agreement reduces future climate damage to people and organizations around the world.

Apple
From a letter to employees by Tim Cook, the chief executive, obtained by The New York Times:
I spoke with President Trump on Tuesday and tried to persuade him to keep the U.S. in the agreement. But it wasn’t enough.

I want to reassure you that today’s developments will have no impact on Apple’s efforts to protect the environment. We power nearly all of our operations with renewable energy, which we believe is an example of something that’s good for our planet and makes good business sense as well.


Amazon
The company released a statement in a series of tweets:
Amazon continues to support the Paris climate agreement and action on climate change. We believe that robust clean energy and climate policies can support American competitiveness, innovation, and job growth. We remain committed to putting our scale and inventive culture to work in ways that are good for the environment and our customers.

Murray Energy
The Ohio-based company, one of the largest coal-producing companies in the country and a prominent supporter of Mr. Trump, praised the decision. The chief executive, Robert E. Murray, said in a statement:
We applaud President Trump’s steadfast leadership and his delivery on this important campaign commitment. Indeed, complete withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord is an integral part of President Trump’s energy agenda.

In following through on his promise, President Trump is supporting America’s uncompromising values, saving coal jobs, and promoting low-cost, reliable electricity for Americans and the rest of the world.

Uber
Andrew Salzberg, who oversees transportation policy and research at Uber, wrote on Medium:
Today’s announcement from President Trump that the United States will not honor the agreement is a huge disappointment. Addressing rising temperatures is vital to ensuring the continued health and prosperity of populations across the globe.

Uber will continue to do our part and we implore the President of the United States to not work against us, but rather join us. Let’s drive change.


IBM
The company said in a statement:
Climate change is an international problem that requires an international solution, and we believe it is important for the world to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore IBM supported — and still supports — U.S. participation in the Paris Agreement. This agreement requires all participating countries to put forward their best efforts on climate change as determined by each country. IBM believes that it is easier to lead outcomes by being at the table, as a participant in the agreement, rather than from outside it.

Shell



            Our support for the #ParisAgreement is well known. We will continue to do our part providing more & cleaner energy. https://t.co/j5i0EQDzFi 
 —
        Shell Oil Company (@Shell_US)
        June 1, 2017





Peabody Energy 
The company, a multinational coal-mining giant based in St. Louis, said in a statement:
We believe that abiding by the accord, without significant changes, would have substantially impacted the U.S. economy, increased electricity costs and required the power sector to rely on less diverse and more intermittent energy. Peabody continues to advocate for greater use of technology to meet the world’s need for energy security, economic growth and energy solutions through high efficiency low emissions coal-fueled power plants and research and development funding for carbon capture.

Cargill
David MacLennan, Cargill’s chief executive, said in a statement:
It is extremely disappointing. Exiting international accords like the Paris Agreement will negatively impact trade, economic vitality, the state of our environment, and relationships amongst the world community. And it positions the U.S. as an outlier on this important issue. It would have resulted in U.S. economic growth and job creation.
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In Rejecting Popular Paris Accord, Trump Bets on His Base - The New York Times

“Obviously, it makes Clinton voters hate him even more, but from a political calculation standpoint, the White House does not and should not care,” Mr. Bolger said.

Other political specialists, including some Republicans, consider that a miscalculation. The same poll showing large majorities supporting Paris, conducted this month by Yale University’s climate change program, found that even among Trump voters, more supported staying in the accord than not, 47 percent to 28 percent.
“Of all the things he might do to solidify his base, withdrawing from the Paris agreement is pretty far down the list in importance, and for a president at 40 percent approval, it is hard to argue that solidifying his die-hards is his most critical need right now,” said Geoffrey Garin, a Democratic pollster who has advised Hillary Clinton as well as environmental groups.

Mr. Garin said the danger for Mr. Trump is that he might turn off the college-educated voters who turned to him in the late stages of last year’s election. “These college-educated Trump voters do not want the United States to be isolated in the world,” he said.
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Stephen K. Bannon, Mr. Trump’s chief strategist, urged him to withdraw from the Paris agreement, arguing that failing to stick to his nationalist and populist roots could jeopardize his political future.
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Douglas E. Schoen, another longtime political strategist and Fox News contributor, said pulling out of the Paris accord would not produce jobs for Mr. Trump’s supporters. “Not good for his base to be further alienated from Europeans, to appear separate, different and out of sync with the world,” Mr. Schoen said.

But Democrats have long pointed to surveys showing lopsided support for environmental action by government — only to discover that it does not necessarily win elections for them. Americans may favor rules intended to curb the emissions blamed for climate change and encourage the use of renewable fuels. But on Election Day, such issues are often not the determining factor in their decisions.
The latest Gallup survey shows that only 2 percent of Americans listed the environment or pollution as the most important problem facing the country today, while 21 percent cited economic issues. And so, as he announced his decision in the Rose Garden on Thursday, Mr. Trump cast it as a question of guarding the American economy. By walking away from the pact, he asserted he would save American jobs.
“The first thing the American electorate is looking for is a focus on economic issues,” said David Winston, a Republican pollster. “They want it discussed. They want a sense that it’s a priority.”
Matt Schlapp, the chairman of the American Conservative Union, said Americans generally want to do what they consider the right thing, and therefore tell surveyors that the United States should combat climate change. But he said it was a meaningless question.

Video

Trump Pulls Out of Climate Accord as ‘Reassertion of America’s Sovereignty’



President Trump railed against China, India and other international polluters at an address in which he announced the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris climate accord.


                    By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS.                                                        

                    Photo by Doug Mills/The New York Times.
                
Watch in Times Video »








“The follow-up is key,” he said. “Knowing the solution proposed is to price carbon higher or tax it, are you willing to pay more for your utilities and to fill your tank, or are you willing to shed U.S. jobs?”

“It becomes a political loser.”
Supporters of the Paris accord argue that the supposed political costs are exaggerated and the benefits are overlooked in the interest of scaring voters. They can point to some polls showing support even among Trump voters for some of the specific policies that have been promoted to curb climate change.

Nonetheless, the White House assumption is that Mr. Trump’s supporters care more about seeing him fighting on their behalf. He won last fall even having denounced climate change as a “hoax” that is perpetrated alternately by scientists, liberals or China. So withdrawing from the Paris deal should not meaningfully change that political calculus, in this view.
Given the president’s troubles over the investigations into ties with Russia and his firing of the F.B.I. director, Mr. Bannon’s wing argued that it was more important than ever to fulfill the campaign promises that energized his core supporters. The notion that Mr. Trump should preserve the Paris accord in a misguided effort to curry favor with corporations and environmentally minded liberals was self-defeating, Mr. Bannon and his allies contended.
By this reasoning, Mr. Trump can afford to lose voters in liberal California or on the East Coast and still eke out another Electoral College victory by focusing intently on what he sees as the needs of battleground states like Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan that put him over the top last year even without the popular vote. What he cannot afford is to lose those who still stand by him.

At least that is the bet. And it is a choice he will continue to face on other issues in the weeks and months to come.



Continue reading the main story
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Hours After Fires, 36 Bodies Are Found at Manila Casino - The New York Times

MANILA — Thirty-six bodies were found at the biggest hotel-casino in the Philippines after a gunman carrying a container of gasoline set fires and touched off a mass panic — hours after the authorities said that only the assailant had died.
The discovery of the bodies was confirmed about noon on Friday by Oscar Albayalde, a police spokesman. Another police official, Tomas Apolonio Jr., said that the victims died of smoke inhalation in the casino area.
Mr. Albayalde said the gunman shot a television set and set fires but did not shoot any people, indicating that he did not intend to kill anyone and was not a terrorist.
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Police officers outside the Resort World Manila hotel early Friday.

Credit
            Ezra Acayan/European Pressphoto Agency        




“He could have inflicted maximum casualties, but he did not,” Mr. Albayalde said.
The authorities did not say why it took so long for so many bodies to be found. Officials denied that the police response was slow and said that they arrived at the scene within minutes.
In the early hours of Friday, Ronald dela Rosa, the director general of the national police, had said “We’ve cleared everything” and “As of now the situation is going back to normal.” And Stephen Reilly, the chief operating officer of Resorts World Manila, said all guests had been accounted for and were safe.
At least one employee of the complex, however, appeared to be missing in the early hours after a plume of smoke was seen pouring from the casino.
“Where is my daughter? I haven’t heard from her. Where is she?” Gil Emyongco, the father of Hazel Emyongco, a 29-year-old table supervisor, asked the police and witnesses gathered outside. He said he had been waiting for her to exit for more than five hours but had yet to see her.
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Tourists after being evacuated from the Resorts World building.

Credit
            Erik De Castro/Reuters        




When the police first rushed to the hotel, in the Pasay City neighborhood near the international airport, there were fears that it was under a terrorist attack. Patrons jumped off balconies and fled as police officers with bomb-sniffing dogs searched the Resorts World Manila complex for armed attackers early Friday.
Mr. Apolonio said that as the police chased the gunman through the hotel, he doused himself with gasoline, set himself afire and shot himself in the head. His identity was not released, though the police said he was a foreigner and Caucasian.
“Apparently he’s mentally disturbed,” Mr. Albayalde said of the gunman later on Friday, asserting that he avoided shooting people as he burned the dining tables and fired at the doorknob of a storage room where chips are kept. Mr. Albayalde said the gunman stole a large quantity of casino chips.
At least 25 people were injured and taken to hospitals, a spokesman for the Pasay Chapter of the Philippine Red Cross was quoted as saying by The Manila Times. Some of the wounded were injured jumping from the hotel’s second-floor balconies to escape, the spokesman, Fernando Atienza, was quoted as saying.
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Images taken from security video made available by the Philippine National Police on Friday show the gunman at the Resorts World Manila complex.

Credit
            Philippine National Police, via Associated Press        




At an earlier news conference earlier on Friday, Mr. dela Rosa said the gunman was possibly a “sore loser.”
But Sidney Jones, an analyst at the Institute for Policy Analysis of Conflict in Jakarta, Indonesia, said that the authorities in Manila had a history of playing down the presence of the Islamic State in the Philippines.
Rita Katz, director of the SITE Intelligence Group, which tracks extremist propaganda, wrote on Twitter earlier on Friday that a Filipino operative of the Islamic State had said “lone wolf soldiers” were responsible.
As fire burned and people fled the casino, rumors spread at the scene, and on social media.
“Many people were running out of the resort,” said Manuel Reyes, 25, an employee at the nearby Remington Hotel. “There were also gunshots fired. We thought that it was ordinary crime. But we are hearing from the responding policemen that armed men attacked the hotel.”









Mr. Reyes said he had helped two women run from the hotel, before going back to assist an older man.
“The man told me, ‘Please help. There are many armed men inside.’ At that point I realized it was more than just an ordinary emergency.”
Kim Molitas, a spokeswoman for the National Capitol Regional Police, had implored residents not to share information about the casino hotel on social media, asking locals to “help keep people inside Resorts World and our police safe.”
The confusion and contradictory accounts of what happened unfolded against the backdrop of a nation on edge because of a resurgent Islamist militant insurgency in the south, where President Rodrigo Duterte declared martial law last week and said terrorist attacks were a possibility.
Since last month, the country’s military has been locked in a battle against Islamist groups allied with the Islamic State on the restive southern island of Mindanao.


Russell Goldman, Rick Gladstone, Rukmini Callimachi and Megan Specia contributed reporting from New York.
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The Kremlin took a dim view of Mrs. Clinton, considering her far less friendly toward Russia than a President Trump would be because of her blunt criticism of Mr. Putin and his policies in Syria and elsewhere.

Mr. Putin’s remarks stopped far short of accepting the conclusions of American intelligence agencies that the Kremlin was behind the election campaign cyberattacks. But they opened room for verbal maneuvering by Moscow — and also by Mr. Trump — amid multiple investigations in the United States into Russian meddling, including one by the F.B.I. about the firing of its director, James B. Comey.
Perhaps worried that, as the investigations make headway, evidence will come to light that the Russian state or at least Russians were clearly involved in the hacking, Mr. Putin appeared to be setting up a pre-emptive line of defense, as the Kremlin did when it became difficult to simply deny initially secret Russian deployments to Ukraine in 2014, and to Syria in late 2015.



Swamped by evidence of Russian military involvement in Ukraine and then Syria, the Kremlin retreated from categorical denials to claims that Russians fighting in eastern Ukraine were Russian “vacationers” and that burly Russians who appeared in Syria were humanitarian aid workers. It later acknowledged that the supposed aid workers were Russian soldiers.

The questions of Russian hacking, and interaction between Russian officials and members of Mr. Trump’s inner circle, including his son-in-law, Jared Kushner, have been a huge thorn in the side of the new administration. The furor has led to the dismissal of Michael T. Flynn as Mr. Trump’s national security adviser, forced his attorney general, Jeff Sessions, to recuse himself from any Russia-tied election investigation and hampered the administration in fulfilling Mr. Trump’s agenda to “make America great again.”

Mr. Putin’s comments on Thursday about Russian hacking echoed those of Mr. Trump, who has dismissed accusations of Russian meddling in the election and said the person responsible for the attack on the Democratic National Committee “could be somebody sitting on their bed that weighs 400 pounds.”

Mr. Putin stuck firmly to earlier denials that Russian state bodies or employees had been involved, an accusation leveled by United States intelligence agencies. They concluded in January that Mr. Putin himself had directed a Russian “influence campaign” involving cyberattacks and disinformation intended to tilt the November election in Mr. Trump’s favor.
“We’re not doing this on the state level,” Mr. Putin said on Thursday.
The boundary between state and private action, however, is often blurry in Russia, particularly in matters relating to the projection of Russian influence abroad. This provides a measure of plausible deniability for actions that the Kremlin does not want to be linked to publicly.
Nominally private Russian citizens have fought alongside Russian-speaking rebels in eastern Ukraine and taken part in various campaigns to advance Moscow’s agenda in Eastern and Central Europe.

While much about Russia’s cyberwarfare program is shrouded in secrecy, there is growing evidence that it, too, has drawn on the skills and enthusiasm of nominally private individuals, including college students, who face mandatory military service, and even criminals.

In 2013, Sergei K. Shoigu, the Russian defense minister, told university rectors at a meeting in Moscow that he was on a “head hunt in the positive meaning of the word” for coders.
 



                Graphic            


                Why It’s Hard to Have an Independent Russia Investigation            


                A special counsel does not ensure that the F.B.I. investigation will be free from political interference.            











                    OPEN Graphic                







The Obama administration signaled it was worried about Russia’s intermingling of state and private hacking when it struck back at Moscow over interference in the 2016 election. In December, it expelled 35 suspected Russian intelligence operatives from the United States and included among sanctioned Russian companies a private firm set up by a young Russian woman  who called herself “mishacker.”

American intelligence agencies say a team of Russian hackers affiliated with Russia’s military intelligence agency, the G.R.U., stole emails and other data from the Democratic National Committee and then leaked the cache through WikiLeaks.
An expert at muddying the waters and creating confusion, Mr. Putin advanced a number of alternative theories that could help Moscow address any firm evidence that might emerge as a trail leading to Russia.

Stating that modern technology can easily be manipulated to create a false trail, he said, “I can imagine that someone is doing this purposefully — building the chain of attacks so that the territory of the Russian Federation appears to be the source of that attack.” He added, “Modern technologies allow to do that kind of thing; it’s rather easy to do.”
Mr. Putin appeared to be repeating an argument he first made earlier in the week in an interview with the French newspaper Le Figaro.

“I think that he was totally right when he said it could have been someone sitting on their bed or somebody intentionally inserted a flash drive with the name of a Russian national, or something like that,” Mr. Putin told the French newspaper, referring to Mr. Trump. “Anything is possible in this virtual world. Russia never engages in activities of this kind, and we do not need it. It makes no sense for us to do such things. What for?”

The evolution of Russia’s position on possible meddling in the American election is similar to the way Mr. Putin repeatedly shifted his account of Russia’s role in the 2014 annexation of Crimea and in armed rebellions in eastern Ukraine. He began by denying that Russian troops had taken part before acknowledging, months later, that the Russian military was “of course” involved.


Moscow has been disappointed by Mr. Trump’s failure so far to deliver on his election promises to “get along” with Russia.
But Mr. Putin told Le Figaro this week that he was “cautiously optimistic” that Mr. Trump would be able to break free of people he described as intent on blocking his path toward better relations with Moscow.


Oleg Matsnev contributed reporting.
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Paris Agreement, Champions League, Vladimir Putin: Your Friday Briefing - The New York Times

Here’s our climate reporter’s Q. and A. on what happens next. If you’re wondering what you can do about climate change on your own, we have a guide.









_____
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• China, India and E.U. leaders vowed to uphold the treaty. Our diplomatic correspondents see Mr. Trump’s decision as “perhaps the greatest strategic gift” to China.
France, Germany and Italy jointly declared the pact could not be renegotiated. Theresa May, the British prime minister, separately expressed her disappointment in a telephone call to Mr. Trump.

“If we do nothing, our children will know a world of migrations, of wars, of shortage,” Emmanuel Macron, the French president, said in a video message in English inviting American climate scientists to France.

It’s worth noting that 2016 broke the record for the hottest year on record. As did 2015. As did 2014. Meteorologists expect unusually hot weather in parts of Europe this summer.

_____
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• For the first time, President Vladimir Putin hinted at Russian involvement in cyberattacks during last year’s U.S. presidential election. While he denied any state role, he said that “patriotically minded” private Russian hackers may have participated.

Nigel Farage, above, the British far-right politician, ridiculed a report suggesting he was a “person of interest” in the F.B.I.’s investigation into Moscow’s contacts with representatives of Mr. Trump’s campaign.
The former F.B.I. director, James Comey, will testify in Congress on Thursday about his interactions with Mr. Trump, setting up a new test for the White House.
_____
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• In Turkey, the plight of two educators, who went on hunger strikes to protest the government’s crackdown on dissent and were subsequently arrested, has divided the country.
They were among a group of protesters who had gathered at a human rights monument in Ankara that has since been fenced off.

And an American deal to sell handguns to the Turkish president’s security force is in doubt after some of its members assaulted protesters in Washington last month. (We translated our analysis of the attack into Turkish, here)

_____
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• Finally, a question worth pondering over the weekend: Why does beauty exist?
Richard Prum, a scientist at Yale, argues that female birds consider aesthetics when choosing mates, and not just physical fitness.

“Freedom of choice matters to animals,” he said. “We’ve been explaining away desire rather than actually trying to understand or explain it.”
_____
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• The European Union backed a plan that would allow Italy to inject capital into Monte dei Paschi di Siena, the world’s oldest bank.

• The Chinese maker of shoes for Ivanka Trump’s line is sending jobs to Africa, as Chinese blue-collar workers seek higher pay.
• The world’s largest airplane, a twin-hulled behemoth built by a billionaire, emerged from its hangar in California.

• Here’s a snapshot of global markets.









In the News
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• Fine Gael, the main party in Ireland’s governing coalition, is set to choose its new leader and therefore the country’s next prime minister. Bookmakers’ odds favor Leo Varadkar, above, who would be the first openly gay taoiseach. [Irish Times]
• President Trump signed an order keeping the American Embassy in Tel Aviv rather than moving it to Jerusalem as he promised during last year’s campaign. [The New York Times]
• In France, an investigation was opened into the past business practices of a minister, Richard Ferrand, as the government presented a bill on ethical governance. [Associated Press]

• Spain’s top corruption investigator resigned over revelations that he had a stake in a Panamanian offshore company. [El País]

• Germany suspended most deportations to Afghanistan after a bombing in Kabul killed scores. [Deutsche Welle]
• George Soros, the billionaire philanthropist, accused Hungary’s government of turning his native country into a “mafia state.” [The New York Times]

• A former Auschwitz guard, sentenced to five years in jail as an accessory to 170,000 murders, died at 95. [The New York Times]
Smarter Living
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• Child’s play is good for all of us.
• A simple experiment showed that we often wrongly assume others also focus on what we’re paying attention to.
• Recipe of the day: If you’re aiming for big flavor, get garlicky chicken with lemon-anchovy sauce on the table.
Noteworthy
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• Dua Lipa’s sassy pop songs have been streamed hundreds of millions of times. We interviewed the British singer with Kosovo roots ahead of the release of her debut album this week.

• French Open: Ons Jabeur became the first woman from an Arab country to reach the third round of a major tennis tournament.

• The British coat of arms used by the Trump Organization belongs to another family.
• As drones become cheaper than iPhones, their popularity is likely going to skyrocket. Here’s our review of the DJI Spark, a beginner model.

• Finally, here are our picks for the summer’s best travel books. Biking from India to Europe for love, hiking the Alps, and visiting Cuba, Gascony and the South Pole.
Back Story
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Forget the Super Bowl. Tomorrow is one of the year’s most watched sporting events, the men’s Champions League final between Real Madrid and Juventus of Turin.

It will follow Lyon’s victory over Paris St.-Germain in an all-French women’s final.
Real Madrid is the current men’s champion. Juventus recently won its sixth straight Italian championship. (Above, Gianluigi Buffon, the team’s goalkeeper, who gets a third shot at winning the league finals.) They will clash at a Welsh stadium with a capacity of 74,500. Millions more will watch the game on television and online.
In honor of the occasion, we dug into our archives.
Among the earliest Times reports on soccer are two from 1905, which recount the efforts of British amateur soccer players to popularize “socker” (as it was then spelled in The Times) among Americans.
“The Britishers have spent nearly two months in this country trying to teach football players that football with feet and not hands is the proper thing,” one read. “As a spectacle it is almost the equal of baseball.”

“English Football To Be Tested Here,” read the headline announcing the game.
“Our idea was to come over and start a boom for it,” the British team’s captain said. His team defeated New York City, 7-1, under the gaze of a “good-sized crowd” of about 3,000.
_____
This briefing was prepared for the European morning. We also have briefings timed for the Australian, Asian and American mornings. You can sign up for these and other Times newsletters here.

Your Morning Briefing is published weekday mornings and updated online.
What would you like to see here? Contact us at europebriefing@nytimes.com.
 Continue reading the main story
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White House Waivers May Have Violated Ethics Rules - The New York Times

“There is no such thing as a retroactive waiver,” Mr. Shaub said in an interview. “If you need a retroactive waiver, you have violated a rule.”

A spokeswoman for the White House did not respond to a request for comment. The ethics waivers had prompted a dispute between the White House and the ethics office, which pressed the administration to make them public. The waivers reveal what past work might conflict with aides’ new official duties.
In January, President Trump signed an executive order that put in place stringent ethics rules for his political appointees like Mr. Bannon. Under the policy, Mr. Bannon would be barred from contacting Breitbart employees for two years to discuss issues that were under his purview while he was an executive there.
But Mr. Bannon continued those communications, including with Breitbart editors, after beginning his job as Mr. Trump’s chief strategist on Jan. 20, according to a complaint by Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, a liberal group.

Some critics have raised concerns about Mr. Bannon’s ties to Breitbart, which he helped build into a formidable conservative media force before leaving last August to join Mr. Trump’s presidential campaign. The complaint alleged that Mr. Bannon’s discussions with the media organization — in his official role as chief strategist — “resulted in Breitbart receiving preferential access to senior members of the Trump administration.”

The complaint was filed with the White House Counsel’s Office, which has the ability to investigate and issue a punishment, if it deems one necessary. It has not commented publicly on the complaint.



But in another recent case, after complaints from several groups, the counsel’s office disclosed that it found that another top adviser, Kellyanne Conway, had acted “inadvertently” by promoting the brand of Ivanka Trump, Mr. Trump’s daughter, during an interview on Fox News in February. It said Ms. Conway was “highly unlikely” to err again.

The Office of Government Ethics, which is the chief ethics monitor for the federal government, does not have the authority to investigate complaints. It did issue an opinion during the Obama administration maintaining that retroactive ethics waivers were not allowed, and noted several instances where they appeared to have been granted after the fact.
“Waivers and authorizations must be issued prospectively in order to be valid,” Don Fox, the general counsel of the ethics office, wrote in April 2010. He wrote that the process of evaluating waivers was one of the more significant duties of ethics officials. “Both the individual employee’s interests and those of the government are best served when this process is carried out in a careful and consistent manner.”
Mr. Shaub, the ethics monitor, said he was concerned that the media organization waiver, and a number of others made public on Wednesday, did not include dates, making it impossible to tell when they were issued.

“It leaves us unable to evaluate if the waiver was issued before or after you engaged in conduct that would otherwise be prohibited,” Mr. Shaub said.

For example, there is no date on a broad waiver allowing senior White House employees to have contacts with an assortment of political organizations — including ones where they may have worked, such as the president’s campaign or the Republican Attorneys General Association.
Richard W. Painter, a White House ethics lawyer in the George W. Bush administration, who has been critical of the Trump administration’s approach to ethics, said that backdating was not an acceptable approach.
“The only retroactive waiver I have ever heard of is called a pardon,” Mr. Painter said in an email.
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Comey Expected to Testify Before Senate, if He Isn’t Blocked - The New York Times

“If they claim executive privilege, politically it gives the appearance that there’s something to hide, which just amplifies all the criticism,” said Mark J. Rozell, a George Mason University professor and the author of a book on the history of executive privilege.

American intelligence agencies have concluded that Russian hackers and propagandists worked to tip the election in Mr. Trump’s favor, and investigators want to know whether anyone around Mr. Trump helped that effort. Mr. Trump has repeatedly denied that anyone did.
Some in Congress have suggested that Mr. Trump was trying to obstruct the Justice Department investigation by demanding Mr. Comey’s loyalty, asking him to drop the inquiry, and then firing him last month after being rebuffed. Mr. Trump has fueled that suspicion by publicly disparaging the F.B.I. investigation, saying that he was thinking about the case when he dismissed Mr. Comey, and then telling Russian diplomats that the firing had relieved pressure on him.

Robert S. Mueller III, the Justice Department special counsel, has the authority to investigate obstruction. Current and former law enforcement officials have said that F.B.I. agents will most likely question many White House officials as part of that case. Mr. Comey’s testimony could be relevant to Mr. Mueller’s investigations.



Mr. Comey kept detailed memos on his meetings. The F.B.I. has refused to give them to Congress, citing Mr. Mueller’s investigation. But Mr. Comey has told Congress he is willing to testify publicly, and Mr. Mueller has so far not tried to stop him.

The Justice Department has wide latitude to demand documents and testimony as part of a criminal investigation, even when executive privilege applies. That means Mr. Mueller would most likely prevail if he tried to force Mr. Comey to speak to his investigators, even over White House objections. Having Mr. Comey testify before Congress, however, would spare Mr. Mueller a legal fight.
Mr. Trump has made it much harder to assert executive privilege by repeatedly and publicly referring to his conversations with Mr. Comey, Mr. Rozell said. “How can you amplify your views publicly and then, in response to a legitimate inquiry, say ‘I’m sorry, I can’t talk about that’?” Mr. Rozell said. Mr. Trump, he said, “has not been careful.”
Several congressional committees want Mr. Comey to testify about his firing, but the former F.B.I. director chose to appear in front of the intelligence panel, where he has performed well over the years. At his last congressional hearing, before a Senate Judiciary subcommittee a week before he was fired, he was sharply criticized by Republicans and Democrats for how he handled the investigation into Hillary Clinton’s email server last year.
As the Senate committee prepared for Mr. Comey’s testimony, House investigators moved forward on Wednesday with their own inquiry.

Video

Trump Fires Comey: Key Moments in a Public Scuffle



President Trump often publicly pushed back against the now-fired director of the F.B.I., James Comey, including over Hillary Clinton’s emails and Russia links. Here’s a closer look.


                    By SUSAN JOAN ARCHER, ROBIN LINDSAY and DAVE HORN on                                                                Publish Date May 10, 2017.
                                    

                    Photo by Gabriella Demczuk for The New York Times.
                
Watch in Times Video »








Both Mr. Flynn and Mr. Cohen, a longtime associate of Mr. Trump who acted as a spokesman during his campaign, refused to comply with the House panel’s initial requests, forcing it to issue subpoena for the information.

The subpoenas were issued to Flynn Intel Group L.L.C., Mr. Flynn’s firm. The firm was paid more than $500,000 to represent Turkey in a dispute with the United States government while Mr. Flynn was advising the Trump campaign. He belatedly registered as a foreign agent for that work after being forced out of the Trump administration for misrepresenting his communications with the Russian ambassador to Vice President Mike Pence.

Separately, Representative Adam Schiff, Democrat of California, dismissed accusations from Carter Page, another Trump adviser who is under scrutiny, that the committee is preventing him from testifying.
Mr. Schiff, the House panel’s top Democrat, said the investigation would first review relevant documents before interviewing witnesses. “And while we anticipate interviews to begin shortly, we have agreed that the pace of those interviews will be dictated by the needs of the investigation and not the preferences of outside parties,” Mr. Schiff said in a statement.


Mr. Trump threw his own fuel on that fire on Wednesday. “So now it is reported that the Democrats, who have excoriated Carter Page about Russia, don’t want him to testify,” he said in a series of Twitter posts. “He blows away their case against him & now wants to clear his name by showing ‘the false or misleading testimony by James Comey, John Brennan…’ Witch Hunt!”

Mr. Brennan was C.I.A. director during the Obama administration. The House committee also issued three subpoenas related to the “unmasking” of Trump associates within classified reports, according to a congressional official. The subpoenas went to the National Security Agency, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central Intelligence Agency, the official said.
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Could Trump Muzzle Comey? A Look at Executive Privilege - The New York Times

The scope and limits of this power are fuzzy. In practice, executive privilege disputes between the White House and Congress have often been resolved through deals to accommodate investigators’ needs without reaching definitive judicial rulings.

How would any assertion be enforced?
If Mr. Comey still worked for the government, any instruction from Mr. Trump not to testify about their private conversations would have teeth, because the president could fire Mr. Comey for insubordination if he disobeyed. But Mr. Comey is now a private citizen.
Instead, the Justice Department could seek leverage over him by asking a Federal District Court judge for a restraining order barring his testimony. That would be unprecedented.



What about Sally Yates?
After Mr. Trump fired Sally Q.  Yates, the acting attorney general, in January and Congress asked her to testify, the Trump administration told her that some of her conversations with White House officials were covered by executive privilege — and in her testimony, she said she intended to respect certain limits on divulging privileged information.

But Ms. Yates was in a different position because she had been acting as a lawyer in the government, unlike Mr. Comey, and the Trump administration told her that those conversations were also covered by a separate rule that protects attorney-client communications. Ms. Yates therefore faced the possibility of a bar ethics complaint.

What legal challenges might any request for a restraining order face?
Peter Shane, an Ohio State University professor and the co-author of a casebook on separation-of-powers law, said that executive privilege would presumably cover Mr. Trump’s conversations with Mr. Comey, but that a judge would have to balance the president’s interest in privacy against other interests, like Congress’s need for information to perform its legislative and oversight duties.

A request for a restraining order could face several other legal hurdles, Mr. Shane and other legal specialists said. For example, Mr. Trump has publicly disclosed information about his conversations with Mr. Comey, so a judge could deem Mr. Trump to have waived his ability to claim that other parts of those talks must remain secret.
Moreover, executive privilege covers communications about a president’s constitutionally assigned responsibilities, not every topic he might discuss. Lawyers for Mr. Comey or Congress could argue that conversations about any legal jeopardy that Mr. Trump or his associates faced for events before Mr. Trump took office fall outside that realm.
What other constraints are there?
Political ones. Mr. Shane said presidents traditionally refrained from invoking executive privilege in cases involving corruption allegations because it would look bad.

“It would look like the president, in a self-serving and self-protective move, was trying a relatively unprecedented judicial proceeding to keep information about his own conduct from becoming public,” he said.
What about the criminal inquiry?
There is clearer legal precedent suggesting that the White House could not use executive privilege to block the special counsel, Robert S. Mueller III, from talking to Mr. Comey or obtaining from the F.B.I. memos Mr. Comey wrote about his conversations with Mr. Trump.

In the 1974 case, the Supreme Court ruled that the White House had to give tapes of Oval Office conversations to prosecutors because an assertion of privilege “must yield to the demonstrated, specific need for evidence in a pending criminal trial.” In 1997, the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit extended that principle to grand jury investigations.
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Trump Administration Asks Supreme Court to Revive Travel Ban - The New York Times

In its brief filed late Thursday asking the Supreme Court to consider the case, the Trump administration said the question for the justices was momentous.

“The stakes are indisputably high: The court of appeals concluded that the president acted in bad faith with religious animus when, after consulting with three members of his cabinet, he placed a brief pause on entry from six countries that present heightened risks of terrorism,” the brief said.
It added that the appeals court had gone badly astray.
“The court did not dispute that the president acted at the height of his powers in instituting” the executive order’s “temporary pause on entry by nationals from certain countries that sponsor or shelter terrorism,” the brief said. The brief also said the order’s “text and operation are religion-neutral.”



The Supreme Court is back at full strength with the appointment of Justice Neil M. Gorsuch to fill a seat left vacant for more than a year after the death of Justice Antonin Scalia. The new case will be an early indication of how Justice Gorsuch affects the balance of power on the court.

A week into his presidency, on Jan. 27, Mr. Trump issued an executive order to ban travel from Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen for 90 days. It also banned all Syrian refugees indefinitely. The order was blocked by the Ninth Circuit in February.

In March, Mr. Trump issued a new, revised ban that narrowed the scope of his original order. It omitted Iraq from the countries that faced the travel scrutiny and allowed case-by-case exceptions for travelers from the others. It also removed the complete ban on Syrian refugees and deleted explicit references to religion.

Like the earlier order, the new one suspended the nation’s refugee program for 120 days and reduced the annual number of refugees to 50,000 from 110,000.
In its brief, the Trump administration urged the court to place law above politics.
“This order has been the subject of passionate political debate,” the brief said. “But whatever one’s views, the precedent set by this case for the judiciary’s proper role in reviewing the president’s national security and immigration authority will transcend this debate, this order, and this constitutional moment.
“Precisely in cases that spark such intense feelings, it is all the more critical to adhere to foundational legal rules,” the brief said. It said the lower court ruling “departs from those rules, and calls into question the executive and his authority in a way that warrants this court’s review.”
Omar Jadwat, a lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union, which represents people and groups challenging the ban, said the Supreme Court should let the appeals court decision stand.

“There is no reason to disturb the Fourth Circuit’s ruling, which was supported by an overwhelming majority of the judges on the full court, is consistent with rulings from other courts across the nation, and enforces a fundamental principle that protects all of us from government condemnation of our religious beliefs,” he said.
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Democrats Sought Inquiry of Testimony by Sessions at His Confirmation Hearing - The New York Times
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Attorney General Jeff Sessions at the Justice Department in Washington last month.

Credit
            Michael Reynolds/European Pressphoto Agency        




WASHINGTON — Two Democratic senators disclosed on Thursday that they had asked James B. Comey, the former F.B.I. director, to open a criminal investigation into whether Attorney General Jeff Sessions perjured himself when he falsely said at his confirmation hearing that he “did not have communications with the Russians” last year.
The senators, Patrick J. Leahy of Vermont and Al Franken of Minnesota, released three letters to the F.B.I. that they privately sent in March, April and May. The letters also showed they had been expecting a briefing from Mr. Comey on May 12 but never got it because President Trump abruptly fired him three days earlier.
“We served with the attorney general in the Senate and on the Judiciary Committee for many years,” Mr. Franken and Mr. Leahy said in a joint statement accompanying the release of their letters. “We know he would not tolerate dishonesty if he were in our shoes. If it is determined that the attorney general still has not been truthful with Congress and the American people about his contacts with Russian officials during the campaign, he needs to resign.”
The dispute centers on Senate Judiciary Committee confirmation testimony Mr. Sessions gave in January, when he told Mr. Franken that he did not have any contacts with Russians last year. In fact, Mr. Sessions met at least twice in 2016 with the Russian ambassador to the United States, Sergey I. Kislyak: once at a reception at the Republican National Convention in July, and in Mr. Sessions’s Senate office in September.
 Continue reading the main story
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A Copacabana Protest to Oust Temer - Video - NYTimes.com

Times journalists around the world bring you a new 360 video every day.
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Peace Efforts May Be Another Casualty of Bombing in Afghanistan - The New York Times

Abdul Hakim Mujahid, who used to be a Taliban ambassador to the United Nations and is now a member of Afghan government’s High Peace Council, said that even though the Taliban spokesman had denied that the group was responsible for the bombing on Wednesday, the attack had nevertheless further complicated an already difficult task.

“There are movements underway about peace and the making of a peace deal, but I am not hopeful about the current situation,” Mr. Mujahid said.
First was the physical reality of a huge bomb going off in the diplomatic district of Kabul.
Aides to Mr. Ghani said that he was determined to go ahead with the conference even if it meant some of the foreign dignitaries attending via video conference. And Afghan officials and diplomats scrambled around the city on Thursday, often having to skirt the blast’s large crater as it was being filled by city workers, in a push to keep the meeting on schedule.
Some Western officials said the meeting was on schedule as late as Thursday evening. But several expressed concern, saying the security environment was just not right for dignitaries from their capitals to visit. One diplomat said even the idea of visiting the palace for briefings felt daunting, given how close the bombing was and how steep the death toll was, rising to almost 100 people on Thursday.

The damage from Wednesday’s blast was so widespread that some of the embassies in Kabul were in no shape to host their own dignitaries for the meeting. The windows of the Foreign Ministry, including the hall where many of the sessions were supposed to happen, were also blown in.

The staff at the embassy of the United Arab Emirates, who ambassador and diplomats were killed in another blast in Kandahar in January, was flown out of the country hours after the bombing.

Diplomats at the German Embassy, who had already shifted deeper into their compound upon being alerted of a threat weeks ago, had to evacuate as their facilities were badly damaged. Western officials said the employees of the German development agency, the GIZ, were flown to Dubai, and that some staff from the Turkish mission would also be evacuating temporarily. The Iranian Embassy was also badly damaged.
There was another concern, also: that a forum meant to revive efforts for peace could become another platform for furthering regional tensions if the Afghan government intensified its accusations against Pakistan.
In the hours after the bombing, the Afghan intelligence agency pointedly accused the Pakistani military intelligence service, the Inter-Services Intelligence, or ISI, of facilitating the bombing by its allies in the Haqqani network.



In his address to the nation, Mr. Ghani turned to a combative tone again, calling for no restraint in “destroying terrorism,” and making a barely veiled accusation against Pakistan, saying that the international community knows well “those who train and support terrorism as a political tool.”

And on Thursday, local Afghan news media reported that the president had signed the execution orders of 11 members of the Taliban in custody. Such prisoners have long been considered bargaining chips to negotiate with the Taliban, but occasionally they have become easy targets for punishment that appeals to public rage.

The Taliban responded with a threat, saying that if the prisoners were executed, “all offices of the Kabul administration” would come under attack “to teach them a lesson.”
A senior Afghan official said the government was once again struggling between trying to moderate its reaction to keep the door open for a peace process, and being led by an angry public demanding vengeance.

Jawed Ludin, a former deputy foreign minister involved in past peace efforts, said the Afghan government had no choice but to react emotionally after such carnage.
“In helplessness, I think for nations as well as human beings, the emotional response is very important,” Mr. Ludin said. “You are being attacked, and the enemy that attacks you is not within your reach even with the help of the most powerful militaries and the most powerful countries in the world, with all that you have at your disposal.”

He continued: “You are constrained primarily by geography, because people who train these people, mobilize and finance these people, and send them away and equip them are outside your borders. And there is nothing really practically you can do.”
He said past attempts at peace were not necessarily disrupted by emotional reactions, but rather they disintegrated as Pakistan never felt that there would be consequences for not withdrawing support to a Taliban insurgency that has kept Afghanistan weak.

“That critical element to get a process to succeed, that has never been put in place,” Mr. Ludin said. “That critical element is for Pakistan to be confronted with a reality that if they don’t do this, they will face consequences.”

Even if all that could be overcome, officials say the road to peace talks is a long one. And hanging over it is a central question about whether the Taliban, which in recent years has accelerated its military victories, is ready to talk at all right now.
One Western official estimated that it could take two to three more years before the Taliban might realize that it has exhausted its potential for military gains. For that to happen, the Afghan security forces, which had close to 20,000 casualties last year, would need to hold their ground, and the Taliban, estimated to have a fighting force of about 30,000 right now, would also need to keep taking heavy casualties.
But even those calculations can seem optimistic in the face of a war that has continued unabated well into its second decade, and after many failed attempts to start talks.


Fahim Abed and Jawad Sukhanyar contributed reporting.
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In a Brief Prep School Career, a Growing List of Sexual Misconduct Allegations - The New York Times

A fourth person, a woman named Kirsten Johnson, approached The New York Times with her own story. Ms. Johnson asked to be identified by the name she had at the school, before she was married. She said that after her father discovered a letter Mr. Lyman wrote to her, suggesting they go skiing or meet for dinner and wine, he was forced to leave the school. She was 14 at the time.
Dr. Rand Harrington, the current head of school at Kent Denver, said in a statement that after the incident, Mr. Lyman’s contract was not renewed. “We did not provide him with a letter of recommendation for other teaching positions, and our head of school discouraged Mr. Lyman from pursuing future employment in schools,” he said.
Kent Denver has hired a lawyer from an outside firm to investigate Mr. Lyman’s two-year tenure at the school. Dr. Harrington said he expected that work to be complete in the next three weeks. Kent Denver declined to provide details about complaints they received from the three former students who contacted them in recent weeks, citing the ongoing investigation.
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Choate Rosemary Hall, the elite Connecticut boarding school, which in April released an in-depth report on sexual abuse at the school.

Credit
            Christopher Capozziello for The New York Times        




As a growing number of private schools release reports on the sexual abuse of students, the actions of administrators in covering up misconduct and quietly allowing abusers to move to other schools has come under increased scrutiny. The practice was so common there is a name for it: passing the trash.

Mr. Lyman’s pattern of behavior provides a remarkable case study in the dangers of that practice, though it’s unclear whether his misconduct was known to all of the schools at the time.

Ms. Johnson was an eighth grader in Mr. Lyman’s English class during the 1982-83 school year. Mr. Lyman was 30.

She said he began by signing her papers with “little personal notes, using his first name, that kind of thing.” Their interactions gradually became more intimate and flirtatious.
Mr. Lyman’s approach with Ms. Johnson followed a pattern dating back at least to the summer of 1979, when he began writing notes on the papers of Jane Marion, one of his 16-year-old summer students at Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass. Those private comments on her papers led to more intimate letters, in which he said he would “love to kidnap” her for a weekend, to “wine and dine” her, and to treat her “like a queen.” On the papers of both girls, he would sometimes sign his name as Fred.
At the end of Ms. Johnson’s eighth grade year, Mr. Lyman wrote a note in her yearbook: “A pretty exposed place to write... all that I’d like... but I think you know how very special you are to me.”



Ms. Johnson said that she presented Mr. Lyman with no obvious vulnerabilities. She came from a stable home. She had attentive parents. But she became his target nonetheless.
“He picked up on my need to feel exceptional,” she said. “And that was all he needed to do, to tell me I was exceptional.”

In her ninth grade year, she was no longer in his class and saw him less, she said. Then, at Christmastime, he sent her the card with its invitation to get together off campus. “He told me to ‘take a chance,’” Ms. Johnson recalled of the card. “He said he knew it sounded risky, but take a chance.
“I freaked out,” Ms. Johnson said. “What I recall is that I didn’t know how to handle it.”
Ms. Johnson said she left the card lying out in her home, and that her father found it. He took it to school administrators, who confronted Mr. Lyman. He was allowed to finish the 1983-84 school year, and then seems to have left teaching.

Ms. Johnson said that while he remained on campus, Mr. Lyman would glare at her when he saw her in the dining hall.

Through his lawyer, Mr. Lyman declined to comment beyond a statement sent to The New York Times for a previous article, about his advances toward Ms. Marion. In that statement, he said, “Due to my own immaturity, I considered my students to be peers and friends which was a mistake that I will regret for the rest of my life. I am deeply sorry for any pain or discomfort my actions may have caused.”

Ms. Johnson said she found that reply unconvincing. She said she was angry that he was trying to “normalize” what he had done. “I always held on to the fantasy that he’d gotten help and would understand how truly sick the behavior was,” she said. “In no way could he claim that he considered me a peer.”
Choate does not defend how past administrators handled Mr. Lyman’s situation.
“By commissioning a completely independent report and issuing it in full, we sought to bring these issues into the open,” Lorraine Connelly, a Choate spokeswoman, said in a statement.

The fourth school where Mr. Lyman worked, Beaver Country Day School, in Chestnut Hill, Mass., said it was “ in the process of looking into information about his time here.” In one of his letters to Ms. Marion, he complained that Beaver students were not as motivated, adding that “being a day school I’m not able to get to know them as well.”
Ms. Johnson said that she did not initiate contact with Kent Denver, but that the lawyer who is investigating reached out to her last week.
Looking back on her experience, “mostly I just feel so thankful that my dad opened the letter,” she said. “At the time — and I think this shows how vulnerable kids are to this — I was so horrified that I betrayed him,” she continued of Mr. Lyman. “I was 14 and I thought I had betrayed him.”


A version of this article appears in print on June 2, 2017, on Page A23 of the New York edition with the headline: In a Brief School Career, a Growing List of Sexual Misconduct Allegations.  Order Reprints| Today's Paper|Subscribe
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The State Department declined to comment on the proposed sale. Representatives of Sig Sauer and the Turkish Embassy in Washington did not immediately reply to requests for comment.
 



                Video Feature            


                Did the Turkish President’s Security Detail Attack Protesters in Washington? What the Video Shows            


                We reviewed videos and photos to track the actions of 24 men, including armed members of the Turkish president’s security detail, who attacked protesters in Washington.            











                    OPEN Video Feature                







Under the Arms Export Control Act, the State Department must approve of all weapons exports. The department is required to notify Republican and Democratic leaders of the House and Senate foreign affairs committees if the proposed sale exceeds certain monetary thresholds. In practice, the department does this in an effort to resolve lawmakers’ concerns before an intended sale becomes public.
In this case, the department gave the congressional leaders informal notification of the proposed sale on May 15, a letter obtained by The New York Times shows.

“The United States government is prepared to license the export of these items having taken into account political, military, economic, human rights and arms control considerations,” Mary K. Waters, the acting assistant secretary for legislative affairs, wrote in the letter.

The next day, after President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey was welcomed to the White House by President Trump, several of his guards unleashed a violent attack on the protesters who had gathered outside the Turkish ambassador’s residence to protest Mr. Erdogan. Video shows Mr. Erdogan watching the scene play out, as nearly a dozen people were injured, some seriously.

In the days after the brawl, Senator Ben Cardin of Maryland, the top Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee, wrote back to the department expressing concern about the sale. The State Department never replied, his spokesman said, but concerns raised during the informal review process are generally taken seriously by the department.
Given Mr. Cardin’s stature, and the attention the attack has received on Capitol Hill, his objection could potentially stall the licensing process or even prompt the State Department to cancel the sale rather than risk a potentially bruising fight with lawmakers.

Edward R. Royce, the chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, called on the State Department to block the sale. In a letter sent Thursday to the State Department he said that “many committee members remain deeply concerned about this incident, as evidenced by our passage last week of House Resolution 354, which notes the unprofessional and brutal conduct of the Turkish security forces.”



If the State Department were to proceed, issuing a formal notification to Capitol Hill that it intended to sign off on the sale, lawmakers would have 15 days to intervene.

The State Department issued a series of statements condemning the attack in its immediate aftermath. And Thomas A. Shannon Jr., the under secretary of state for political affairs, summoned the Turkish ambassador, Serdar Kilic, to his office the next day. In a series of public statements, the department did not mention the proposed gun sales.
But it has been under pressure to do more. Republicans and Democrats in the House together introduced a resolution last week condemning the attack. They called for the security officials involved to be charged and prosecuted — a sentiment that was echoed in the Senate.

The proposed sale has been in the works for months. The letter to lawmakers shows that the sale had won clearance from a wide range of State Department offices, the National Security Council and the Defense Department, among others.
The guns are all semiautomatic pistols, though the order consists of several different models. If licensed, they would formally be purchased by the Mechanical and Chemical Industry Company, which the State Department describes as a Turkish-controlled group authorized to resell the weapons to the Department of Security of the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey. That group, the State Department notes, is charged with protecting the president.

It is unclear if the Turkish security force has made purchases from American arms manufacturers in the past. It is not unusual, though, for the United States to authorize similar sales to law enforcement or security forces around the world, and Turkey is one of the most prolific buyers of American arms.
Video taken during the skirmish shows many of the guards were armed with handguns, though the make of the weapons is unclear. An analysis of videos and photos by The Times showed that at least 24 men, most of them Turkish security officials, were involved in the attack.
The run-in in May was not the first time Mr. Erdogan’s bodyguards have been involved in violence while visiting the United States. In 2011, they were in a fight at the United Nations with United Nations security that sent at least one officer to the hospital. And last year, the police and members of Mr. Erdogan’s security team clashed with demonstrators outside the Brookings Institution in Washington.
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The Best TV Shows and Movies New to Netflix, Amazon and More in June - NYT Watching
Watching is The New York Times’s TV and film recommendation newsletter and website.
At the beginning of every month, subscription streaming services add a new batch of movies and TV shows to their libraries. Here are the titles we think are most interesting, broken down by service and release date. Streaming services occasionally change schedules without giving notice.
An Seo-hyun in “Okja.”Netflix



New to Netflix
‘13 Going on 30’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistWanna feel old? This movie is already celebrating its 13th anniversary. Much like the Tom Hanks movie “Big,” this endearing film starring Jennifer Garner is about a kid who thinks growing up is the best until she wishes herself into adulthood. (Surprise: Growing up is not the best.)
—
Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistMel Brooks and Gene Wilder spoof the Universal horror-movie monsters of the 1930s in this black-and-white film from 1974, memorably teaming Dr. Frankenstein (Wilder) and his monster (Peter Boyle) for a song-and-dance duet of “Puttin’ on the Ritz.” Several of Brooks’s regular players make appearances, including Madeline Kahn as Dr. Frankenstein’s haughty girlfriend and Marty Feldman as an incompetent Igor. Infectiously quotable. 
—
‘Zodiac’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistBefore Robert Downey Jr. became one of the world’s biggest movie stars in “Iron Man,” he enjoyed a bit of a renaissance in movies like “Kiss Kiss Bang Bang,” “A Scanner Darkly” and this David Fincher film. Downey and Jake Gyllenhaal play two San Francisco newsmen trying to solve the case of the Zodiac killer. Mark Ruffalo and Anthony Edwards play the detectives on the case. The movie is a fascinating study of obsession — and of the idea that sometimes, some things just never get resolved.
—
0
‘Daughters of the Dust’
Starts streaming: June 10

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistThe first widely released film directed by an African-American woman, Julie Dash’s “Daughters of the Dust” (1991) is a gorgeous multigenerational story set on an island off the South Carolina coast. With sun-dappled cinematography, the film creates a dreamy portrait of the lives and struggles of its female characters.
—
‘Moana’
Starts streaming: June 20

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistWith no love interest and no evil villain trying to take her crown, Moana (voiced by Auli’i Cravalho) is not your typical Disney princess. The movie, about her attempt to save her island home, has an empowering message for girls. Jemaine Clement (from “Flight of the Conchords”) and Dwayne Johnson drop in for a few funny songs written by the creator of “Hamilton,” Lin-Manuel Miranda.
—
‘Okja’
Starts streaming: June 28

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistFor his first film since the visionary international smash “Snowpiercer,” the Korean director Bong Joon-ho tells the story of a young farm girl who travels the world to retrieve her pet: a giant pig who’s become a source of global controversy among environmental activists and deceitful corporate profiteers. Tilda Swinton plays a shortsighted executive heading one of the factions trying to claim the pig, in a comic adventure movie that garnered mostly glowing reviews when it debuted at Cannes.
—
Also of interest (starting June 1): “Full Metal Jacket,” “My Left Foot,” “The Queen,” “Rounders” and “The Sixth Sense.”


Netflix Original TV Series
Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistThe fifth season of this hit prison drama takes place over the course of 72 hours, showing how a riot affects the inmates of Litchfield Penitentiary. The new storytelling approach should freshen up the series’s usual mix of melodrama and wild comedy, as well as its continuing exploration of race, class, sexuality and gender.
—
‘The Ranch’ Part 3
Starts streaming: June 16

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistOne of this era’s most underrated sitcoms quietly reaches its third season and continues its sweetly sympathetic take on life in a Colorado ranching family. With the mainstream media’s directing more of its attention to rugged red state America, this show is more pertinent than ever. But more than anything, it’s a treat to see Sam Elliott, Debra Winger, Ashton Kutcher and Danny Masterson trade funny, often filthy lines in front of a live studio audience.
—
‘GLOW’ Season 1
Starts streaming: June 23

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistSet during the 1980s pro wrestling boom, this dramedy tells a fictionalized story of the syndicated TV favorites the Gorgeous Ladies of Wrestling. Alison Brie stars as a frustrated actress in Los Angeles, who under the tutelage of one of the league’s bosses (Marc Maron) discovers that pretending to beat people up is one of the most fulfilling gigs she’s ever had.
—
‘Gypsy’ Season 1
Starts streaming: June 30

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistDirector Sam Taylor-Johnson bailed on the “Fifty Shades of Grey” sequel but landed a gig producing and directing another erotically charged thriller, this time for the small screen. In “Gypsy,” Naomi Watts plays a psychotherapist whose voyeuristic interest in her patients’ lives leads her to get involved with the people they talk about in their sessions. Billy Crudup plays her husband, who doesn’t realize how dangerous his wife’s hobbies are.

John Travolta and Nancy Allen in “Blow Out.”Filmways Pictures



New to Hulu
‘Blow Out’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistIn this Brian De Palma thriller, John Travolta plays a very different character from his disco-driven dancer in “Saturday Night Fever.” Here, he’s a sound man trying to solve a murder he inadvertantly recorded before the killer (John Lithgow) returns to finish off a witness (Nancy Allen). It’s interesting to see Travolta take on a part so somber and serious if you’ve only seen him in musicals or action movies. 
—
‘Con Air’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistIt might be difficult to pick the movie with the best Nicolas Cage reaction shots, but this bombastic Jerry Bruckheimer movie from 1997 is near the top. In it, Cage plays a convict and former soldier who’s on his way out of jail when the plane he’s on gets hijacked by his fellow inmates. Of course, it wouldn’t be a ’90s Cage action movie without lots of fighting, over-the-top explosions and some pithy one-liners.
—
‘Gangs of New York’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistCombining his love of history with his flair for depicting violence, Martin Scorsese depicts a downtown New York of the 1860s that is as dodgy and dangerous as the New York of the 1970s, with nativist gangs waging war against recent immigrants. The film stars Leonardo DiCaprio and Cameron Diaz, but the ultimate scene-stealer is the ragged, bloodthirsty butcher played by Daniel Day-Lewis.
—
‘Peggy Sue Got Married’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistFrancis Ford Coppola is the director behind this cutesy comedy about getting a second chance to change the course of your life in high school. After mammoth ’70s hits like “The Godfather” and “Apocalypse Now,” Coppola spent much of the ’80s experimenting in a variety of genres. Not all of the movies worked, but like the musical “One From the Heart” and the innovative teen movie “Rumble Fish,” “Peggy Sue Got Married” allows us to see the range of movies this film-school nerd could make.
—
‘13 Assassins’
Starts streaming: June 7

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistTakashi Miike’s ultraviolent remake of an almost forgotten samurai movie sheds a lot of blood in a take-no-prisoners samurai showdown. The problems begin when a spoiled lord becomes increasingly abusive against his people. A band of 13 men unites to take down the rotten leader.
—
Also of interest (starting June 1): “Apocalypse Now,” “Blue Velvet,” “Legally Blonde,” “Lost in America,” “The Muppets Take Manhattan,” “On the Waterfront” “The Queen of Versailles ”and “Shivers.”

Adam Driver and Golshifteh Farahani in “Paterson.”Mary Cybulsky/Amazon Studios



New to Amazon
‘Blue Velvet’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistItching for more David Lynch madness while waiting for the next new episode of “Twin Peaks?” Take a chance on his 1986 look at American suburbia starring Dale Cooper himself (Kyle MacLachlan, as the boy next door Jeffrey Beaumont). As with much of Lynch’s work, it’s hard to shake the memory of the film’s lurid images, like the severed ear that opens the movie or the lingering shots of Isabella Rossellini’s shimmery eye shadow.
—
‘The Queen’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistHelen Mirren plays Queen Elizabeth II, monarch and matriarch, in this behind-the-scenes drama set in the wake of Princess Diana’s death. Much of the movie’s tension involves the complex internal politics surrounding the royal family and the question of whether the Queen will address the public in the tragic aftermath.
—
Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistA bohemian mother (Annette Bening) enlists her two boarders (Greta Gerwig and Billy Crudup) and a neighbor (Elle Fanning) to help raise her awkward teenage son in an open and permissible home in sunny, 1970s California. Sadly, awards season mostly missed Bening’s and Gerwig’s incredibly heartfelt performances, but that doesn’t mean you have to.
—
‘I Am Not Your Negro’
Starts Streaming: June 8 

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistUsing as a base the text of an unpublished James Baldwin book about the lives of the slain leaders the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X and Medgar Evers, Raoul Peck connects the history of African-Americans in the United States to current conversations about race, law enforcement and civil rights in this powerful documentary. Samuel L. Jackson narrates the film while archival recordings and footage place Baldwin — a magnetic presence — alongside images from today’s news. The result is thought-provoking and moving.
—
‘Paterson’
Starts streaming: June 22

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistThe actor who plays both Kylo Ren and that jerk from “Girls” (Adam Driver) shows off his sensitive side as a bus driver with poetic aspirations in this Jim Jarmusch film. Like a meandering love letter to the titular New Jersey city, the movie ebbs and flows around the driver’s inner creative life and the scenic routes that take him past crumbling old buildings and meditative waterfalls.
—
Also of interest (starting June 1 unless noted): “Apocalypse Now,” “Blow Out,” “Bowling for Columbine,” “One From the Heart,” “Shadows,” “Shivers,” “The Thief of Baghdad,” “Within Our Gates,” “Ocean’s Eleven” (June 5) and “Art of the Steal” (June 8).

Whitney Houston in “The Bodyguard.”Warner Bros.



New to HBO
‘The Bodyguard’ 
Starts streaming: June 1 

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistWhitney Houston and Kevin Costner play unlikely lovers — a pop star and her bodyguard — in this romantic drama. But the real reason to watch this movie is for its irresistible soundtrack, which you can sing along with in the safety of your home on songs like “I’m Every Woman” and “I Will Always Love You.”
—
‘Coal Miner’s Daughter’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistSissy Spacek won an Oscar for playing the scrappy country singer Loretta Lynn as she rose from humble beginnings as a young mom and budding guitarist into a star playing at the Grand Ole Opry. She’s just marvelous in it, as is a young, smooth-faced Tommy Lee Jones, who plays her husband and manager.
—
‘The Conjuring’ 
Starts streaming: June 1 

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistLooking for a good modern haunted house movie? Director James Wan channels the spirits of 1970s horror films like “The Exorcist” and “The Amityville Horror” to create a new mythology around the married pair of paranormal investigators whose alleged experience was the basis for the “Amityville” movie. The premise may feel hauntingly familiar, but Vera Farmiga and Patrick Wilson do wonders with their roles as the ghost-hunting couple. 
—
‘Speed’
Starts streaming: June 1

Save to WatchlistribbonSave to WatchlistA Los Angeles cop (Keanu Reeves) and a resourceful passenger (Sandra Bullock) must save a bus full of hostages from a loose-canon terrorist (Dennis Hopper), who has rigged the bus with explosives that will detonate if the bus slows down below 50 m.p.h. Not the easiest thing to do, given the L.A. traffic. This silly ’90s action movie not only thrives on a cheesy plot, but also on the whip-fast rapport between Bullock and Reeves.
—
Noel Murray contributed reporting.
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5 Must-See Shows if You’re in New York This Month - The New York Times

It’s beginning to look a lot like summer. So go out and play, already, or better yet, go see a play. Those two pieces of advice are not mutually exclusive this month, which offers a happy assortment of open-air fare, a creepy comedy for those in the mood to be properly scared and — for the nonpassive theatergoer with itchy feet — the chance to get lost in site-specific wonderlands.
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Alison Ingelstrom, center, and other cast members in “Seeing You.”

Credit
            George Etheredge for The New York Times        




Seeing You
Does that title send a voyeuristic tingle up your spine, or perhaps the uneasy sensation that you’re being watched by someone unknown? You can probably assume that both responses are appropriate to this ambiguously but evocatively titled new immersive theater piece, which takes place during World War II and is staged in a former meat market on 14th Street beneath the High Line. Its creators include Randy Weiner, a producer of that long-lived prototype of macabre, site-specific revelry, “Sleep No More”; the choreographer Ryan Heffington; and the designer Desi Santiago. Brace yourself for what are being advertised as “intimate encounters” with the performers.
Seeingyou.NYC
Ghost Light
Another auspicious offering — and more close encounters — for those not averse to taking a (highly) active role in their entertainment. This show takes its audiences into the wings, bowels and byways of the Clare Tow Theater at Lincoln Center to explore the mysteries that lurk backstage and the phantasmal presences that materialize when a playhouse goes dark. This journey into the night comes from the wonderfully inventive Brooklyn-based Third Rail Projects, which sent theatergoers down the rabbit hole with its hit site-specific production “Then She Fell,” inspired by the fantastical travels of Lewis Carroll’s Alice, and into a hedonistic, out-of-time resort with “The Grand Paradise.” Wear your walking — or even dancing — shoes.
Lct.org/lct3/
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Rebecca Hall and Morgan Spector in “Animal.”

Credit
            Sara Krulwich/The New York Times        




Animal
This one is a sinister comedy for those who prefer to be weirded-out at the theater by more traditional means. Written by Clare Lizzimore, best known as an adventurous director in her native Britain, “Animal” charts the disintegration of Rachel, a successful woman who would appear to have every reason to be contented with her life. So why does she suspect that there’s something unspeakable living in the walls of her house? Whatever’s behind Rachel’s malaise, you can expect its symptoms to be vividly brought to life by Rebecca Hall, who has shown her willingness to cross all sorts of emotional lines onstage (“Machinal”) and onscreen (“Christine”).  Rachel’s husband is portrayed by Ms. Hall’s real-life, very talented spouse, Morgan Spector. This Atlantic Theater Company production is directed by Gaye Taylor Upchurch, who did a swell job with Simon Stephens’s “Harper Regan.”
 Continue reading the main story
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The Warriors Drub the Cavaliers in a Defeat for Parity - The New York Times

Stephen Curry, who scored 28 points, demoralized the Cavaliers early in the third quarter with back-to-back 3-pointers to push the Warriors’ lead to 20. They led by 21 entering the fourth. Golden State took great care of the ball throughout, finishing with 31 assists and four turnovers.
“I wouldn’t imagine it,” Brown said of that disparity, “especially going into Game 1 against that team.”

LeBron James, whose play for the Cavaliers through the first three rounds was virtually flawless, had an uneven game. He finished with 28 points, 15 rebounds and 8 assists but committed 8 turnovers. He was also assigned to defend Durant for much of the game, and that did not go well for him.

“We made a lot of mistakes,” James said. “They capitalized.”
Kyrie Irving scored 24 points for Cleveland, and Kevin Love added 15.

Undefeated in the playoffs, the Warriors have not lost a game since April 10, their second-to-last game of the regular season.
As for Thursday’s thumping, consider that the Warriors’ Klay Thompson shot 3 of 16 from the field. His teammates missed their share of layups. Durant did the math.



“We could be a lot better than we were tonight,” he said.
For the Cavaliers, it was a return to the site of their greatest triumph. In Game 7 of last year’s finals, on this same court, the Cavaliers completed an improbable and unprecedented comeback to hoist the Larry O’Brien Trophy before a dazed crowd at Oracle Arena. It was a bitter end to a historic season for the Warriors.

Since then, both teams had made changes — some major, some subtle. The Warriors added Durant to their already high-octane roster. (Put that in the “major” category.) They also signed experienced role players like Zaza Pachulia and David West. The Cavaliers engineered their own midseason face-lift, acquiring point guard Deron Williams and the 3-point specialist Kyle Korver.

By virtue of their shared playoff dominance, both teams arrived for Thursday’s game as fresh as organic produce. It had been 10 days since the Warriors completed their four-game sweep of the San Antonio Spurs in the Western Conference finals. The Cavaliers, meanwhile, went a week between games after eliminating the Boston Celtics in five games in the Eastern Conference finals.
But while the Warriors have made their journey through the playoffs look almost effortless, they continue to cope with an unconventional situation. Midway through the first round, Coach Steve Kerr stepped away from his day-to-day duties to deal with continuing medical problems. On Thursday, Brown again manned the Warriors’ bench.

Kerr, who has remained actively involved behind the scenes, watched Thursday’s game on television from the home locker room.
The game’s early moments were full of plodding and grabbing, bricks and whistles. On the Cavaliers’ first possession, the Warriors forced Kevin Love into hoisting an air ball as the shot clock expired. Not long after, Durant nearly broke the backboard on a long jumper. Pachulia engaged in some form of wrestling with the Cavaliers’ Tristan Thompson under the basket. James missed a free throw.
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Golden State’s JaVale McGee blocked a shot attempt by Cleveland’s Tristan Thompson.

Credit
            Ronald Martinez/Getty Images        




Even the greatest players in the world were susceptible to nerves on the sport’s grandest stage. Soon enough, both teams settled into more of a rhythm. Durant, in particular, looked comfortable back in the finals — his first appearance since 2012, back when he was playing for the Oklahoma City Thunder. On Thursday, he scored 23 points in the first half.

The Cavaliers’ primary challenge was obvious: somehow slowing a team with the greatest assemblage of offensive talent in league history. In previous rounds, James had been conserved energy by defending lesser players. For however long this series lasts, no such vacations will be forthcoming.

“We know coming into this building, it’s going to be a tough game for us,” Cavaliers Coach Tyronn Lue said. “But just getting a chance to see how they play, their style of play, how fast they play — you can’t simulate that at practice.”
On Thursday, James guarded Durant — or tried as best he could. With 3-point threats like Curry and Thompson dragging defenders to the perimeter, Durant found seams to the basket. He had six dunks in the first half alone.
“I don’t know when I’m going to dunk or when I’m going to get the wide-open 3,” Durant said. “I just try to go out there and play.”

The Warriors are renowned for their 3-point shooting, but they spent the bulk of Thursday’s game dismantling the Cavaliers in the interior. The Warriors scored 42 points in the lane as they ran out to a 60-52 lead at halftime. The Cavaliers were not doing themselves any favors, committing 12 turnovers in the half — seven by James. The Warriors committed one.
On Wednesday, James acknowledged feeling distracted after the police said someone had spray-painted a racial slur on the front gate of a Los Angeles home that he owns. The Los Angeles Police Department said it was investigating the incident as a hate crime. James said he would focus on the game as best he could.

On Thursday, the Cavaliers had no margin for error — not against the Warriors, who turned another playoff game into a clinic.
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Bailout for Italy’s Oldest Bank Tests Too-Big-to-Fail Rules - The New York Times

As the bank runs low on cash, the Italian government is stepping in to help, with plans to inject as much as 20 billion euros into Monte dei Paschi and other troubled lenders. European regulators gave their preliminary approval to the Monte dei Paschi deal on the condition that the bank go through an in-depth restructuring and its finances pass muster.

Much of the reform instituted after the 2008 financial crisis was intended to prevent banks from becoming so big and so risky that they could hold the global economy hostage. Politicians and policy makers didn’t want taxpayers to be on the hook for the banks’ mistakes.
Under the new rules, national governments are not supposed to inject fresh taxpayer money into a bank if it is deemed insolvent. When a bank gets into financial trouble, shareholders and bondholders, assumed to be sophisticated investors aware of the risks, are supposed to take the hit and bear the losses.
The health of Monte dei Paschi — which will be assessed by the European Central Bank as a condition of the deal — will be a crucial measure to ensure the bailout follows the rules. But the finances of Monte dei Paschi are open to significant interpretation, putting the rescue in a regulatory gray area.

The central bank said in late December that Monte dei Paschi would need €8.8 billion to plug a shortfall in its capital. The Italian bank lost €3.4 billion last year as it had to set aside more reserves for troubled loans, and it continued to bleed money in the first quarter.

Monte dei Paschi is the first case in which the European Central Bank has exercised its oversight role under new bank bailout rules. The central bank is responsible for determining whether Monte dei Paschi can be saved and how much capital it needs.

If authorities stretch the definition of solvency for a midsize Italian lender, a fraction the size of JPMorgan Chase or Deutsche Bank, the case could raise questions about whether the world was any safer from a really big bank failure.
“This is the first serious test for the European banking union,” said Clemens Fuest, president of the Ifo Institute, an economic research institute in Munich.
“If the bail-in rules are violated without very good reasons,” Mr. Fuest said, “the credibility of the banking union will be damaged.”

Monte dei Paschi declined to comment.
Monte dei Paschi’s problems have been festering for nearly a decade. Founded in 1472 and still based in a fortresslike medieval building, the bank for centuries was a sleepy regional lender. The local foundation that owned the bank showered its profit on Siena and the surrounding region, subsidizing things as diverse as the local professional soccer team and Siena’s famous Palio horse race.

The bank’s troubles began in 2008, when it acquired Antonveneta, a small regional player. The price of €9 billion, all in cash, was considered alarmingly high.
Stretched, the bank used a series of dubious transactions to raise money. Among them was the sale of €2 billion in bonds to customers, employees and other middle-class savers.

Weakened by the purchase, Monte dei Paschi was acutely vulnerable to the shocks that followed the collapse of the investment bank Lehman Brothers in late 2008 and the European debt crisis in 2010. Prices plunged for the bank’s holdings of Italian government bonds. The amount of problem loans surged, as Italy’s sputtering economy hurt small businesses and left many unable to repay their debts.
Monte dei Paschi managers made the problems worse by trying to conceal growing losses from shareholders and regulators, in part using derivatives devised with the help of Japanese bank Nomura and Deutsche Bank. After the losses were exposed in 2013, the bank needed a €3.9 billion bailout from the Bank of Italy to stay afloat.



A succession of new top managers tried to fix Monte dei Paschi by pushing thousands of bank workers into early retirement, selling problem loans and asking shareholders to put up new capital. The measures were not enough.

Last July, stress tests by European bank regulators determined that Monte dei Paschi’s capital would be wiped out in the event of a severe economic crisis. No other bank tested fared so poorly.
The bank tried to raise more capital. But the company failed to persuade private investors.
Under the new rules, Monte dei Paschi’s bondholders are supposed to step unto the breach, swallowing losses and reducing the bank’s debt. The problem is that many of the bondholders are middle-class Italians who were told the bonds were a low-risk way to save.

The crisis comes at a particularly sensitive time. New elections are expected later this year, or next spring.

Leaders in Rome are worried that forcing small-time investors to take a hit would make them susceptible to appeals by the populist Five Star Movement or the right wing Northern League. The Five Star Movement has organized noisy demonstrations in front of Monte dei Paschi’s headquarters.
“You can expect Five Star and the Northern League to play this card,” said Silvia Merler, an affiliate fellow at Bruegel, a research institute in Brussels.

Sergio Burrini, a retired Monte dei Paschi employee who is secretary of group representing small investors, expressed anger at “a terrible political and managerial class that did not prevent this mayhem from happening.” But Mr. Burrini expressed no sympathy for the Five Star Movement.

Local lawyers in touch with bondholders doubt that their clients would turn to populist parties. Most of the investors are relatively well-to-do people unlikely to support such movements, the lawyers said.
The debate about the bailout has reopened familiar fault lines between Italy and countries like Germany that insist on strict adherence to the letter of the law. Early in the process, the German government raised objections to a bailout.

But it may be reluctant to put up obstacles now. The government of Chancellor Angela Merkel faces an election in September, and Germany may need to save its own troubled institution, the state-owned HSH Nordbank.
On Thursday, the Finance Ministry in Berlin declined to comment on the decisions by European authorities to approve the bailout.
Ms. Merler of Bruegel argued that Italy is not violating European rules by helping Monte dei Paschi. Europe’s bank resolution law allows countries to provide temporary aid to banks in order to avert a financial crisis, provided the bank has not already collapsed.

Some analysts are concerned that Monte dei Paschi’s troubles could spread to other Italian banks. Banca Popolare di Vicenza and Veneto Banca both asked for state aid last month, but European regulators may be reluctant to give them arrangements similar to Monte dei Paschi’s.

While the details of Monte dei Paschi’s deal are still being finalized, Italian taxpayers are expected to the bear the brunt of the cost. The Italian government is expected to kick in €6.6 billion, with the remaining €2.2 billion of its capital shortfall covered by senior bondholders. As part of the plan, the ordinary folks who bought bonds would be compensated in some manner.
The justification for repaying the small-time investors in full is that they were victims of false marketing. But critics say consumer fraud issues should be treated separately from the bailout.
“They can sue the bank for selling them something they did not want to buy,” said Mr. Fuest of the Ifo Institute. “I cannot see that financial stability depends on bailing out all retail investors.”


Jack Ewing reported from Frankfurt, Gaia Pianigiani from Rome and Chad Bray from London. Melissa Eddy contributed reporting from Berlin.
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Maine’s Governor Wants Inmates to Fill Jobs, Not Prison Beds - The New York Times

The commutations have flipped the political script in Maine. Mr. LePage is drawing cautious praise from advocates of civil liberties and supporters of shorter prison sentences for some crimes — groups that more often vehemently disagree with the governor. He is drawing anger from some of his fellow Republicans, who see the commutations as part of a political fight over a prison that Mr. LePage wants to close.

Most in Maine agree on the challenging contours of the labor market: The statewide unemployment rate is 3 percent, and innkeepers and restaurateurs have struggled to find workers for the summer tourist season. A drop in the number of available H-2B visas here, for seasonal nonagricultural workers, has not helped.
“This is the lowest unemployment rate the state has had probably ever,” said Julie Rabinowitz, the director of policy, operations and communication for the state’s Department of Labor.
Maine has the oldest population in the nation, largely because of a drop in the birthrate during the 1990s that has not been offset by migration into the state. That has left Maine with a paucity of workers. That shortage is compounded when the state adds around 38,000 seasonal jobs during the summer. Adding 17 inmates to the work force hardly seems a significant number, but Ms. Rabinowitz said it fits into a larger effort by state labor officials to work with prisons to expand the work force.

“We need every Mainer,” Ms. Rabinowitz said. “We don’t care where they are.”
Joseph Fitzpatrick, the commissioner of the state’s Department of Corrections, said the governor had commuted only prisoners convicted of nonviolent offenses, and avoided commuting the sentences of sex offenders, drug traffickers and people who had been convicted of domestic abuse.

He said the state’s Labor Department would work to help those with commuted sentences find a job. Some of them, he said, had committed crimes to support addictions. Among those whose sentences were commuted, William Dawson, 63, had been imprisoned for stealing nearly $500,000 from the elderly, according to the Portland Press Herald. Many of the 16 others had been convicted of theft or burglary.



The commutations come amid growing support in Democratic- and Republican-led states for sentencing reform. Gov. Nathan Deal of Georgia, a Republican, drew praise last year from President Barack Obama for overhauling sentencing. Rick Perry, the Republican former governor of Texas and current energy secretary, supported numerous bills aimed at lowering the prison population.

But Marc Mauer, the executive director of the Sentencing Project, a Washington-based group that advocates reduced incarceration, said that with some exceptions — such as Mike Huckabee, who pardoned or commuted more than 1,000 people during his 10 years as the governor of Arkansas — commutations by governors are not substantially common.
“He wouldn’t have been the first governor I would expect to see this from, given his past statements and positions about tough crime policies,” Mr. Mauer said.
In Maine, the sudden commutations have drawn criticism from Democrats and Republicans alike.
“While Democrats would be supportive of commutations for Mainers serving longer sentences than they should, there must be a transparent process for granting them,” said Charlotte Warren, a Democratic state representative who is the chairwoman of a committee on criminal justice and public safety.

In recent months, Mr. LePage has been at odds with the Legislature over his efforts to close a state prison in an economically struggling part of Maine’s Downeast region. Some critics said the commutations were aimed at freeing up prison beds and clearing the way for the closing.

Mr. LePage has said the commutations are not related to his efforts to close the prison, which he has said is “not fit to live in.”
But State Representative Will Tuell, a Republican who represents the town of Machiasport, which hosts the prison, was skeptical. “I think he’s absolutely soft on crime myself,” Mr. Tuell said of the governor. “This is being done so as to play with the numbers at Downeast Correctional Facility.”
The American Civil Liberties Union of Maine, which often pointedly criticizes Mr. LePage, offered rare praise.

“It felt like a step in the right direction,” said Meagan Sway, a fellow with the organization. “We have lots of suggestions if the governor would like to continue this great move to save money and release people who do not need to be imprisoned.”
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Inside the (Very Big) Head of Mr. Met - The New York Times

Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.
Yes. Uneasy lies this massive head that wears a tiny, tiny Mets cap.

Just imagine what it’s like to be me for a moment. Spending your days in an ill-fitting Mets uniform that no self-respecting bat boy would ever wear. Listening to the wags of Queens take out their aggressions on you because they’ve inhaled too much exhaust on the Van Wyck Expressway. Escorting Mrs. Met around Citi Field as if it’s the royal court at Versailles, instead of some ballpark near the airport.
(By the way, the missus and I haven’t spoken in years, ever since the tabloids caught me with Rosie Red at some Cincinnati joint in 2010. Plus the fact that neither of us has the ability to talk.)
Then there’s the head. This globe-size head.
Remember what Joseph Merrick, the so-called Elephant Man,  said in the play? I believe I’m quoting it accurately here: Sometimes I think my head is so big because it is so full of dreams.

That’s beautiful and poetic and all, but I often think that my head is so big because I need the space for all the nightmares. Does anyone remember the 1965 season, when we went 50-112? How about 1977 to 1983? 1992? 2013? Leaving Tom Seaver off the protected list? Trading away Nolan Ryan?



Vince Coleman, anybody?
I remember it all. And the front office better be careful. I have stories. That time out in St. Louis, when Casey Stengel and I got so drunk that we woke up in the county jail ...

Then there was that time when it was me, Backman, Teufel, Ojeda and — who was it? Definitely not Carter. Mazzilli. That’s right. So me, Backman, Teufel, Ojeda and Mazzilli were out one night in Port Washington and ...

I’m just saying that I know some things. And I’m talking to YOU, Matt Harvey.
Listen, I’ve been with the Mets on and off for more than a half-century, and I will forever be grateful that they hired a man whose oversize head has stitches that just coincidentally match those on a baseball.
And, yes, I can’t deny what happened Wednesday night, mostly because there is video: I made a hand gesture that some sensitive flowers might consider politically incorrect. My excuse is that I believe I might have been suffering from post-traumatic stress: The Mets were getting crushed by Milwaukee, the season’s going down the tubes and in my big head it’s suddenly 1993 again, and Anthony Young is on the mound. ... 
Here’s what I suggest. Considering all the abuse I’ve taken on behalf of the Mets over the years, all the high-fives I’ve given to mustard-slathered hands, all the photo-ops in which I couldn’t stop smiling even if I wanted to — and I wanted to, believe me — let’s call it even.
The Mets accept my apology, I make a donation to some cause, and we move on. Then, after a week or two, we come out with T-shirts and caps featuring Mister Met flipping the bird. I get 40 percent of the cut and keep my rights to the intellectual property.

See, that’s how big minds think. And by the way?
It’s MISTER Met to you.
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In Texas, Some Rare Good News About Cities With Pension Woes - The New York Times

Each city had its own bill, because each had its own unique problems. But both bills involve measured reductions in pension accruals for workers and retirees — mainly in secondary benefit categories like inflation adjustments and lump-sum payouts. In exchange, the pension funds will receive more money from the cities to protect the core benefits.

Most important, both bills establish financial benchmarks for the coming years. If the pension funds do not meet them, there will be more benefit cuts, some of which could be steep. The point of this is to keep elected officials from giving the can one good kick down the road now, then declaring victory and turning their backs while the same intractable problems are festering under the surface.
“The key to all this is, not one retiree’s pension check is going to be reduced one penny,” said Ray Hunt, the president of the Houston Police Officers Union. “It just means that future increases are slowed or stopped. I believe the majority of our members think this is the responsible way.”



            I’m proud of the Texas legislature leading on pension reform that ensures fiscal soundness. #txlege https://t.co/WEHSRMRNYy 
 —
        Greg Abbott (@GregAbbott_TX)
        May 31, 2017




As happy as the resolution may seem, the steps that Texas took are illegal in other places where public pensions are imperiling the finances of cities and states. Illinois, California, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Kansas are among the states where, by law, public pensions cannot be reduced — not even the pensions that current workers hope to earn in the future.

That doctrine, known as the California Rule, explains why California cities like Vallejo and Stockton reduced their payments to other creditors when they went into bankruptcy but did not touch their workers’ costly pension plans.
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Mayor Michael S. Rawlings said six months ago that Dallas might need to declare bankruptcy after a panic led stampeding retirees to pull half a billion dollars out of its pension fund.

Credit
            Cooper Neill for The New York Times        




Of all labor groups in the public sector, police and firefighters’ unions tend to be the California Rule’s most ardent champions. When Memphis recently tried to scale back pensions, for example, half the police force called in sick and hundreds of others resigned.

Police unions in California are now pushing a critical test of the California Rule through the courts, after a lower court ruled that they did not have “an immutable entitlement” to the best pension they could hope for, but “only to a ‘reasonable’ pension.” Final adjudication appears to be many months away.
Against that forbidding backdrop, Dallas and Houston show there is still room for compromise (although Houston’s firefighters did withdraw their support for the bill that was just signed into law).
Both cities were spurred to act by the risk of credit downgrades and by a recent accounting change that calls for cities to calculate the number of years before their pension funds will run out of money — a once-unthinkable catastrophe that has come to pass in Prichard, Ala.; Central Falls, R.I.; and now Puerto Rico.

Those developments — and Detroit’s bankruptcy — have shown that Washington will not bail out government pension funds that go bust; officials had to patch together money from other sources, and even then, the retirees of Prichard, Central Falls and Detroit had their benefits cut. Cuts are expected soon in Puerto Rico, too.

Seeing that, and knowing that the doomsday clock was also ticking in Dallas and Houston, made labor leaders in those cities conclude that fighting concessions to the finish would not, in the end, protect their members. The Dallas pension fund was on track to run out of money in 10 years, and Houston’s in less than 15.
And in both cities, the police and firefighters have opted out of Social Security, something state and local workers often do in hopes of avoiding the Social Security payroll tax. Federal law allows that, but if a government pension fund collapses, older adults are left without a backstop.



“We have to have a fair pension system, both for us and for taxpayers,” said Mr. Hunt of the Houston police union. “It’s either that or take a 100 percent pension cut in the future, when you have no pension fund.”

Josh McGee, the chairman of the Texas Pension Review Board, a state oversight body, called Houston’s overhaul “one of the most comprehensive I’ve seen in the country,” and all the more notable because the mayor who pushed it through is a labor-friendly Democrat.
As for the Dallas pension measure, Mr. McGee called it a good first step.
“Dallas waited until they were in crisis before they did anything, so it’s really, really painful, and it’s going to take more actions in the future to solve the problem,” he said.
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Mayor Sylvester Turner of Houston persuaded the city’s labor groups to agree to concessions worth $1.3 billion over the next 30 years.

Credit
            Ilana Panich-Linsman for The New York Times        




Dallas’s measure includes raising the retirement age, slowing benefit accruals, ending most cost-of-living increases and raising each worker’s required pension contribution to 13.5 percent of pay, from 8.5 percent.

Importantly, the new law for Dallas also bans the kind of big, one-time withdrawals that caused last year’s run, in which retirement-age police and firefighters stripped about $500 million out of their pension fund, leaving it tattered almost beyond repair.

Such lump-sum withdrawals were allowed under a fairly common program known as a DROP, for deferred retirement option program, but they caused a stampede after workers learned that the pension fund had been overstating its assets.

The workers started to grab cash for fear that it would not be there later if they waited. Hundreds of people qualified for payments over $1 million each, in addition to their regular pensions.
The changes approved Wednesday are not expected to turn the fund around, only to stabilize it. The law calls for Dallas to stress-test the fund in seven years and to make more cuts if it fails. City officials have warned that they may still claw back some of the money people took during last year’s run.

On Thursday, Fitch, the credit-rating agency, said it would review Dallas’s rating. The city had been on a watch list for likely downgrades because of pension risks.

Houston had different pension troubles, dating to 2001, when officials decided that the bull market of the 1990s justified big benefit increases. The dot-com crash quickly showed that the decision was a mistake, but instead of revoking the increase, the city coped by not making its yearly contributions to the fund.
“The city was on a path to bankruptcy, and we just realized we were going to have to have some kind of reform,” said Mark Watts, the head of the Greater Houston Partnership’s municipal finance task force.


Under the new law, Houston reduces certain secondary pension benefits, like a DROP feature and cost-of-living increases, in exchange for better funding.
If costs still keep rising too sharply, the law calls for further reductions. And if that does not work, the system automatically shuts down the defined-benefit plan and switches to a hybrid, called a cash-balance plan.
“That caps the city’s downside risk,” said Mr. McGee, of the Texas Pension Review Board.
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“We’re starting to fill in the mass spectrum of black holes in the universe,” said David Reitze, director of the LIGO Laboratory, a smaller group of scientists headquartered at Caltech who built and run the observatory.

The National Science Foundation, which poured $1 billion into LIGO over 40 years, responded with pride. “This is exactly what we hoped for from N.S.F.’s investment in LIGO: taking us deeper into time and space in ways we couldn’t do before the detection of gravitational waves,” France Cordova, the foundation’s director, said in a statement. “In this case, we’re exploring approximately 3 billion light-years away!”
In the latest LIGO event, a black hole 19 times the mass of the sun and another black hole 31 times the sun’s mass, married to make a single hole of 49 solar masses. During the last frantic moments of the merger, they were shedding more energy in the form of gravitational waves than all the stars in the observable universe.













A simulation of an event known as GW170104, a merger of two black holes, and how it warped space-time.
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After a journey lasting 3 billion years, that is to say, a quarter of the age of the universe, those waves started jiggling LIGO’s mirrors back and forth by a fraction of an atomic diameter 20 times a second. The pitch rose to 180 cycles per second in about a tenth of a second before cutting off.

Zsuzsanna Marka, an astronomer at Columbia University, was sitting in an office on the morning of Jan. 4 when she got an email alert. She started to smile but then remembered she was not alone and the other person was not a member of LIGO, so she couldn’t say why she was smiling.

“I just kept smiling,” she said.
Upon further analysis it proved to be a perfect chirp, as predicted by Einstein’s equations. Because of the merger’s great distance, the LIGO scientists were able to verify that different frequencies of gravity waves all travel at the same speed, presumably the speed of light. As Dr. Reitze said, “Once again Einstein triumphs.”

“That’s not surprising,” Dr. Reitze went on, adding, “at some point he’s going to be wrong, and we’ll be looking.”
Poor Einstein.
Black holes were an entirely unwelcome consequence of his theory of general relativity that ascribes gravity to the warping of space-time geometry by matter and energy. Too much mass in one place, the equations said, could cause space to wrap itself around in a ball too tight and dense for even light to escape. In effect, Einstein’s theory suggested, matter, say a dead star, could disappear from the universe, leaving behind nothing but its gravitational ghost.
Einstein thought that nature would have more sense than that. But astronomers now agree that the sky is dotted with the dense dark remnants of stars that have burned up all their fuel and collapsed, often in gigantic supernova explosions. Until now, they were detectable only indirectly by the glow of X-rays or other radiation from doomed matter heated to stupendous degrees as it swirls around a cosmic drain.

But what telescopes cannot see, gadgets like LIGO now can feel, or “hear.”
Gravitational waves alternately stretch and squeeze space as they travel along at the speed of light. LIGO was designed to look for these changes by using lasers to monitor the distances between mirrors in a pair of L-shaped antennas in Hanford, Wash., and in Livingston, La. There is another antenna in Italy known as Virgo now undergoing its final testing. When it is online, possibly later this summer, having three detectors will greatly improve astronomers’ ability to tell where the gravitational waves are coming from.

The detectors were designed and built and rebuilt over 40 years to be able to detect collisions of neutron stars — the superdense remnants of some kinds of supernova explosions. Astronomers know such pairs exist in abundance, doomed someday for a fiery ending.

Video

LIGO Hears Gravitational Waves Einstein Predicted



About a hundred years ago, Einstein predicted the existence of gravitational waves, but until now, they were undetectable.


                    By DENNIS OVERBYE, JONATHAN CORUM and JASON DRAKEFORD on                                                                Publish Date February 11, 2016.
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Colliding black holes, being more massive, would be even easier to detect, but LIGO’s founders and funders at the National Science Foundation mostly did not know if there were any around to detect.

Now they know.
The current version of the observatory, known as Advanced LIGO, was still preparing for its first official observing run, in September 2015, when it recorded the collision of a pair of black holes 36 and 29 times as massive as the sun. A second collision, on Dec. 26, 2015, was also confirmed to be massive black holes. A third event in October of that year was probably a black hole merger, the collaboration said.



The burning question now is: Where did such massive black holes come from?
“How were such large black-hole binaries created? How did they form?” Szabolcs Marka, a physics professor at Columbia and LIGO member, said recently. “This is indeed one of the big questions of our field today.”
One possibility is that they were born that way, from a pair of massive stars orbiting each other that evolved, died, blew up and then collapsed again into black holes — all without either star getting kicked out of the system during one of those episodes of stellar violence.

Another idea is that two pre-existing black holes came together by chance and captured each other gravitationally in some crowded part of the galaxy, such as near the center, where black holes might naturally collect.
Astronomers won’t say which explanation is preferred, pending more data, but what Dr. Reitze calls a “tantalizing hint” has emerged from analysis of the Jan. 4 chirp, namely how the black holes were spinning.

If the stars that gave rise to these black holes had been lifting and evolving together in a binary system, their spins should be aligned, spinning on parallel axes like a pair of gold medal skating dancers at the Olympics, Dr. Reitze explained.

Examination of the January chirp, Dr. Reitze said, gives hints that the spins of the black holes were not aligned, complicating the last motions of their mating dance.
 



                An Earthling’s Guide to Black Holes            


                Welcome to the place of no return — a region in space where the gravitational pull is so strong that not even light can escape it. This is a black hole.            

















“It was not a simple waltz, it was more like a couple of break dancers,” he said.
As for the original stellar identities of these dark dancers, the consensus, said Daniel Holz of the University of Chicago, is that they were probably very massive and primitive stars at least 40 times heavier than the sun.

According to theoretical calculations, stars composed of primordial hydrogen and helium and lacking heavier elements like oxygen and carbon, which astronomers with their knack for nomenclature call “metals,” can grow monstrously large. They could collapse directly into black holes when their brief violent lives were over without the benefit of a supernova explosion or other cosmic fireworks.

Dr. Holz said in an email: “It is indeed odd to think that some of the most dramatic stellar collapse do not result in massive stellar explosions outshining galaxies, but instead just involve a star winking out of existence. But that’s what the theory says should happen.”
As if on cue, just last week astronomers from Ohio State reported that a massive star called N6946-BH1 had suddenly disappeared. The star was in a spiral galaxy 22 million light-years away that is nicknamed the “Fireworks Galaxy” because so many supernova explosions happen in it.

The star, estimated to weigh as much as 25 suns had been brightening since 2009 and was presumably on its way to being a supernova. Instead it winked out in 2015. After a search for remains with the Hubble and Spitzer space telescopes, the astronomers concluded that the supernova had probably fizzled and the star had instead collapsed into a black hole.
In a news release from Ohio State, Kris Stanek, a co-leader of this discovery, said it could help explain the LIGO results and why astronomers didn’t see supernovas from really massive stars. “I suspect it’s much easier to make a very massive black hole if there is no supernova,” he said.


In an email Dr. Stanek wrote, “I am obviously biased, but I think this is a very important discovery, and one that the community is not yet fully ‘groking’ in how it will impact a number of things, including LIGO results.”
Dr. Holz agreed. He said, “We think this might be a channel for ‘heavy’ black hole formation, and it’s amazing to see it actually happening in real time.” Noting that the LIGO observations were in some sense the deaths of the black holes that collided, he added, “so now in some sense we get to watch both the birth and the death of the black holes.”
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Democrats’ Bid to Regain Hold on House Begins in California - The New York Times

All 14 members of the California Republican congressional delegation voted to repeal the Affordable Care Act, including seven who, like Mr. Issa, represent districts that voted for Mrs. Clinton. Four of those come from districts that include Orange County.

With its changing demographics and its declining Republican Party, California has increasingly loomed as the center of any national battle for House control. The Trump fervor this year offers an opportunity for Democrats to make the sort of congressional district gains that have eluded them even as they have come to dominate state politics over the last decade.
At least for one election, it seems, there will be a role reversal: The state that has long served mostly as just an A.T.M. for candidates from across the nation will be on the receiving end of campaign cash.
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, in an early show of force, is opening an office in Irvine. The committee’s western director, Kyle Layman, is already on the scene, working at a cafe table outside a Whole Foods Market in Tustin until a lease is signed.


“I’ve never seen it like this in Southern California,” said Doug Applegate, a retired Marine colonel turned trial lawyer who lost to Mr. Issa by just 1,621 votes in November. He and Mike Levin, also a lawyer, are running against Mr. Issa in 2018.

“You know California has got a pretty laid-back approach to life,” Mr. Applegate said. “People are at a different level now.”

Mr. Levin said Mr. Trump’s tumultuous presidency had electrified the political atmosphere. “If there’s one thing we have to be grateful for with Trump, it’s that a lot of folks have woken up like never before and are ready to make progressive change,” he said.
Democrats said they were not discouraged by the party’s failure to score an upset in the special election for a House seat last week in Montana. There, Greg Gianforte, a Republican, won comfortably after enthusiastically embracing Mr. Trump. Montana was never viewed as hospitable ground for Democrats, in contrast to suburban districts with wealthier and more-educated voters.
California is also a state that has been on the leading edge of environmental policy – including measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Democrats said that the prospect that Mr. Trump might withdraw from the Paris agreements would give them another potent line of attack against Republicans already uncomfortable with their association with the president.

Some California Republicans have stuck close to Mr. Trump, asserting that Democrats were misreading the landscape. Representative Dana Rohrabacher, a Republican viewed as among the most vulnerable of the incumbents, said harsh attacks from “left-of-liberal Democrats who now control the Democratic Party” had helped him with his supporters. He predicted that his health care vote would not matter in 2018.

“This vote is going to be meaningless at the end of the day,” Mr. Rohrbacher said. “At the end of the process, if we’ve come up with something that American people believe is better than Obamacare, we win. They can scream all they want.”
But, he said, “if there’s no final product, yeah, I think the voters are going to take that out of our hides, all right.”

Representative Mimi Walters, who has represented Orange County since 2015, said she did not regret voting for the Republican health care bill. “I was very proud to stand with the president because that piece of legislation is going to provide relief to millions of Americans,” she said.
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Health care legislation was a hot-button issue as community members rallied outside Representative Mimi Walters’s office in Irvine, Calif., in March.
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That said, Ms. Walters has declined to hold town hall meetings in her district, leading critics to stage mock empty-seat town halls to highlight her absence. “The rhetoric has become so vulgar, I’m not going to put myself in a position to be attacked,” she said.

And Democrats said the scene of Ms. Walters at the White House celebration after the vote for the new health care measure would feature prominently in the campaign ahead. “Mimi Walters has linked herself to Donald Trump,” said Katie Porter, a consumer advocate and one of a number of candidates running against her.
In 2016, Democrats struggled to find candidates. By contrast, these days they are seeing a surge of interest, including from many first-time candidates.



“Last term there were multiple districts, including every district in Orange County, where Hillary Clinton won and we did not have a top-tier candidate or even a second-tier candidate running,” said Representative Ted Lieu, a Democrat from Los Angeles and a regional vice chairman of the congressional campaign committee. “That is not going to happen next year.”

Republicans in Congress have displayed increasing concern over events in Washington. One of the seven Republicans from California districts won by Mrs. Clinton, Steve Knight, called for the appointment of a special counsel to investigate Russian intervention into the 2016 presidential election one day before the Justice Department appointed one. Mr. Issa made a similar request earlier this year.

Mr. Knight is facing a rematch challenge from Bryan Caforio, a lawyer who waged a spirited campaign to unseat him in 2016.
Mr. Issa and Representative Duncan Hunter, a Republican in an overwhelmingly Republican district who is seen as vulnerable because of a Justice Department investigation into his use of campaign funds, did not return calls seeking comment. But for another demonstration outside his office, this one on Tuesday, Mr. Issa stepped out to talk to some demonstrators, posting a photograph on Twitter. (This came as detractors posted a photo of him glancing down at the protesters from the roof of his building.)

The flood of Democratic congressional candidates presents an opportunity for Democratic leaders, but it is not without its complications. For one thing, many in this new field have not run for office before, which can be a disadvantage in a fast-paced race against a more experienced incumbent.
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Bryan Caforio, center, a Democrat, speaking with supporters at a rally in May, at which he said he would challenge Representative Steve Knight in 2018.
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For another, they represent a range of ideological views, which could reignite the internal divisions from last year’s presidential primary between Mrs. Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont.

Both Mr. Applegate and Mr. Levin say they support a single-payer health care plan, a striking stand in the socially liberal but fiscally moderate district, which includes the cliffside precincts of La Jolla and Del Mar. Ms. Porter’s mentor is Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts. She has pledged — like Ms. Warren — to fight “powerful special interests” as a member of Congress.

By contrast, Harley Rouda, a real estate executive who is challenging Mr. Rohrabacher, said he would run a campaign based on the notion of “moving our country back to the center.” Mr. Rouda has a history of donating money to Republicans; he gave to the presidential campaign of Gov. John Kasich of Ohio.
“The challenge for us is going to be balancing the energy in our coalition with finding candidates that can win in moderate districts,” said Drew Lieberman, a Democratic pollster based in San Diego.
The other challenge for Democrats is the drop-off in voter turnout in nonpresidential years, when the electorate tends to be older, more white and more conservative. “Trump won’t be on the ballot, even though Democrats will try to put him on the ballot,” said Dave Gilliard, a Republican consultant based in California. “Turnout in off years is usually 20 to 30 points less than presidential years.”

Jim Brulte, the leader of the California Republican Party, said that demographic changes in California were “very real,” but that Republicans had proved successful in broadening their appeal to adjust to changing times.

“Look, every one of those Republicans understand they have work to do,” he said. “But I’m confident that all 14 Republicans are going to be re-elected. Obamacare is broken and everyone knows it, and Republicans are trying to fix it.”
“I am frankly one of those who thinks this is not going to be an issue in 2018,” he said of the health care vote.

Democratic leaders said that if a wave were to sweep out dozens of incumbents, other Republicans here could be vulnerable, including Mr. Hunter. Josh Butner, a retired Navy SEAL, has declared his candidacy against Mr. Hunter, who served as a Marine in Iraq and Afghanistan.
“I don’t think he’s represented the district,” Mr. Butner said over coffee the other day. “If you look at where he finds himself — under criminal investigation — and you compare that to a citizen that just wants to serve and is fed up with the inactivity that you see in Washington, it’s quite frustrating.”
Still, the big question for Democrats is whether the outrage on display every Tuesday morning in front of Mr. Issa’s office will still be burning a year from now. Robert Spencer, 64, a retired teacher and self-described independent who lives in the area and was there the other day, said he had no doubt.

“No one is going to forget what happened,” he said. “I’ve lived here since 1979. I have never seen this amount of political energy.”


 Correction: June 1, 2017 
An earlier version of this article misstated the given name of a Democratic challenger to Representative Dana Rohrabacher. He is Harley Rouda, not Henry.
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Express Scripts Sues Maker of Overdose Drug, Intensifying Feud - The New York Times

The lawsuit was heavily redacted because Express Scripts said it contained “sensitive business information,” but nevertheless it provides some tantalizing details about the company’s dealings. Consultants and brokers — who advise employers on their prescription drug plans — said it showed that Express Scripts is collecting fees that keep rising as drug prices go up.

For example, according to the lawsuit, which was filed in federal court in St. Louis, Express Scripts charged Kaléo “administrative fees” that climbed sharply at the same time that Evzio was rising in price. In January 2016, Evzio carried a list price of $937.50 for two injectors, and Express Scripts billed Kaléo for about $25,000 in administrative fees for its commercial clients for that month. But three months later, in April, Evzio’s price had climbed to $4,687.50, and these fees totaled nearly $130,000. That’s on top of charges that included “formulary rebates,” or drug discounts, and “price protection rebates,” which are triggered when a drug jumps in price. Those price-protection rebates totaled $14 million — most of the money that Express Scripts is trying to recoup.
Benefit managers like Express Scripts typically pass the rebates they collect from manufacturers along to their clients — insurers and large employers — after taking a portion of the rebates for themselves. But critics, like Linda Cahn, the chief executive of Pharmacy Benefit Consultants in Morristown, N.J., say that the benefit managers are not transparent about what share of fees they keep, and what share they pass along to clients.
Administrative fees are particularly murky, she and others said. Some of the fees are passed to clients, but benefit managers also collect other fees that are not returned to clients.
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Linda Cahn, the chief executive of Pharmacy Benefit Consultants, at home in Morristown, N.J., on Tuesday. She said that benefit managers were not transparent about what share of fees they keep.
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“The lawsuit reveals that Express Scripts is collecting immense sums of money. No one knows what they’re passing through and what they’re retaining,” said Ms. Cahn, who flagged the lawsuit in a note to clients Monday. “Every client and the federal government and taxpayers should insist that they do.”

But Brian Henry, a spokesman for Express Scripts, disagreed with her assessment and described Kaléo as a “deadbeat dad.” “They owe rebates and administrative fees that we share with our clients and we are working to get that money back,” he said in a statement.

Mr. Henry also said, “The vast majority of the administrative fees are passed back to our clients.” In cases in which they are not, he said, it is with the consent of the client. While Mr. Henry initially said that all administrative fees are passed along to Medicare plans, he later said he misspoke and that he should have said the “vast majority” of such fees were passed along to Medicare plans.



Spencer Williamson, the chief executive of Kaléo, said in a statement that the lawsuit was “baseless” and that the company was committed to providing affordable access to its drug “without burdensome paperwork or high out-of-pocket costs.”
The lawsuit is the latest piece of bad news for Kaléo, a private Virginia company with just two products on the market. When Evzio arrived on the market in 2014, it was sold as an easy-to-use device, similar to an EpiPen, that could be stowed in a pocket or medicine cabinet and quickly used by friends or relatives to reverse the effects of a drug overdose.
But while the device was initially hailed by addiction experts who said it would make it easier to stop fatal overdoses, the company came under heavy criticism in 2016, when it quintupled the price of Evzio. The price increase — which came in the midst of a national opioid abuse epidemic — prompted letters from members of Congress, demanding to know what had prompted the change.

Kaléo has said it sharply raised the price of Evzio to cover the cost of a new patient-assistance program that lowers the out-of-pocket costs for people who cannot afford the product. Kaléo covers all of the out-of-pocket costs for patients with private insurance, and offers Evzio free of charge to uninsured people who make less than $100,000 a year.

But critics have said that such patient-assistance programs serve to drive up the cost of drugs to the health care system because while they ease the burden on patients, they leave insurers with the bulk of the bill, especially when a less expensive alternative is available. Other forms of naloxone, the active ingredient in Evzio, are available at a much lower price.
This is not the first time Express Scripts has sued a drug maker with expensive products. In 2015, Express Scripts filed suit against Horizon Pharma, also over unpaid fees. Horizon agreed to pay Express Scripts $65 million in September 2016 to settle the case. After initially dropping coverage of Horizon’s drugs, Express Scripts added them back to its preferred drug list.
Express Scripts is also being sued. Last year, the insurance giant Anthem sued Express Scripts in federal court in New York for $15 billion and claimed the company had been overcharging it for drugs. Express Scripts, which denied the claims, said recently that it would most likely lose Anthem, its largest customer, beginning in 2020, leading to speculation about how the company will replace the business it is losing.


 Correction: May 31, 2017 
An earlier version of this article quoted Brian Henry, a spokesman for Express Scripts, discussing administrative fees charged by the company. After the story was published, he said he had misspoken, and that he should have said the “vast majority” of administrative fees were passed along to Medicare plans, not all administrative fees.
 





Charles Ornstein is a reporter at ProPublica. Have you had trouble paying for prescription drugs? We want to hear from you. 
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Newly Named NASA Spacecraft Will Aim Straight for the Sun - The New York Times

“I’m greatly honored to be associated with this heroic scientific mission,” Dr. Parker said.
He predicted the existence of the solar wind in 1958. The idea was outlandish, and referees of the paper at The Astrophysical Journal initially rejected it. At the time, the region between planets was regarded as boring empty space. Dr. Parker instead described complex interactions between speeding charged particles and buffeted magnetic fields.

“It was a fundamental insight that forever changed the way in which we understand the sun, the heliosphere and in general interplanetary space,” said Eric D. Isaacs, the executive vice president for research at the University of Chicago.
In 1962, NASA’s Mariner 2 spacecraft, en route to Venus, confirmed Dr. Parker’s solar wind predictions.



More than half a century of observations since then have filled in many details, but a core mystery remains: How does the sun generate the solar wind? That mystery hinges on the heating of the sun’s atmosphere.

The surface of a sun is a toasty 10,000 degrees Fahrenheit. About 1,300 miles above the surface, temperatures in the sun’s atmosphere — the corona — rise to an infernal 3.5 million degrees. Scientists still do not understand the heating process, although the sun’s magnetic field appears to play a key role. The superhot corona powers the supersonic solar winds.

“Until you actually go there and touch the sun, you really can’t answer these questions,” said Nicola J. Fox, the mission scientist. “Why is the corona hotter than the surface of the sun? That defies the laws of nature. It’s like water flowing uphill. It shouldn’t happen.”
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Eugene N. Parker at the University of Chicago, where he is an emeritus professor of astronomy and astrophysics. He predicted the existence of the solar wind in 1958.
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The Parker Solar Probe is designed to fill in crucial data, measuring electrical and magnetic fields, cataloging the ingredients of the solar wind and photographing the corona.

Scientists have had a solar probe on their wish list since 1958, but the materials did not exist to protect a spacecraft from the searing heat.
The Parker Solar Probe will be far enough away that it will experience temperatures of thousands, not millions, of degrees, but it still needs a carbon composite heat shield to protect it and its instruments. In 2025, after 24 orbits and 24 swoops through the corona, scientists should have answers to some of their questions.
“I like to call it the coolest hottest mission under the sun,” Dr. Fox said.
 Continue reading the main story
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Shoes on a conveyor belt in Dongguan. Many Huajian workers have complained about excessive hours and are seeking higher pay.
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China Labor Watch, the advocacy group investigating the factories, said it found that employees had worked longer weeks than Chinese labor law allows, even excluding breaks. Such violations are common in Chinese factories.

A Huajian spokesman, Wei Xuegang, said the company knew nothing about the activists. Asked about the accusation from China Labor Watch, he said Huajian scheduled extra hours during busy times but paid workers according to the law. In a December interview, Zhang Huarong, the company’s founder and chairman, said Huajian followed overtime laws.
The Ivanka Trump brand declined to comment on the labor conditions or the activists. In terms of bringing jobs back to the United States, the company said, it was “looking forward to being a part of the conversation.”
Such tensions are fueling the drive of Huajian’s founder, Mr. Zhang, to move work to Ethiopia. A former drill sergeant in the Chinese military who sometimes leads his workers on parade-ground drills, Mr. Zhang says work like making shoes will never return to the United States and is increasingly difficult in China as well.
“Do Americans really like to work, to do these simple and repetitive tasks?” said Mr. Zhang, in the December interview. “Young Chinese also don’t want to do this after they graduate from college.”

In many respects, China’s economy is maturing.
The number of people who turn 18 each year and do not enroll in college — the group that might consider factory work — had plummeted to 10.5 million by 2015 from 18.5 million in 2000, government data shows. Because of the effects from China’s former “one child” policy, the figure is on track to fall below seven million by 2020.



            Fewer Workers for Factories        


            Each year, more Chinese are enrolling in college when they turn 18, even as the college-aged portion of the population has thinned because of the nation’s former “one child” policy.        













Costs are rising too, as the government raises minimum wages and benefits in an effort to shift China’s economy away from cheap manufacturing. Wages in Dongguan have increased ninefold since the late 1990s, Mr. Zhang said.

Workers said they resented the hours, especially the unpaid breaks.
One employee’s printed schedule in December showed that the factory required 60 hours and 10 minutes of paid work per week. Chinese laws require that workweeks average no more than 44 hours and limit overtime to 36 hours per month.



On Monday, in the middle of China’s three-day Dragon Boat Festival holiday, throngs of workers filed into the factory. Asked whether he would be eating zongzi, the traditional rice dumpling served during the holiday, one worker replied that they don’t get to celebrate. Another said Huajian gave each worker two small dumplings and an egg for the holiday.
One worker, a middle-aged woman with the surname Du, said her children had gone home to central China. Ms. Du wished for time off to celebrate, so she could make rice dumplings for them.

Mr. Zhang said that his company kept working hours within legal limits, despite workers who want more overtime pay.
“We cannot let them work extra hours just because they have low pay,” Mr. Zhang said in a lengthy interview in December. “We have thought about it, but we want to do business well.”
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Workers heading for a dinner break before resuming their shift.
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Hidden Away for 28 Years, Tiananmen Protest Pictures See Light of Day - The New York Times

Mr. Chen hid his film negatives with his parents. The rolls lay untouched for more than two decades, until Mr. Chen converted them into digital images that he took with him when he migrated to the United States in 2012.
Mr. Chen has now decided to share his photographs of the protests.
“Twenty-eight years have passed, the world should know what happened,” he said.
 Continue reading the main story
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Mr. Met’s Obscene Gesture Makes a Tough Season Even Crazier - The New York Times

More than one person plays Mr. Met in a season. The Mets would not release the name of the person in costume on Wednesday night or comment further on any disciplinary action, or whether he was still employed by the team.

Mr. Met will be on the field and in the stands for Thursday afternoon’s game against the Brewers, but inside will be a different performer.
And the Mets can only hope that he doesn’t do something inappropriate.
For what it’s worth, Mr. Met was not the team’s original mascot. Back in 1962, when the franchise played its first season in the Polo Grounds and quickly made its mark as the worst team in baseball, maybe ever, the Mets had a beagle named Homer.



He was the mascot, and was supposed to run the bases when a Mets player hit a home run. According to Roger Angell’s book “Game Time,’’ Homer did well in rehearsals, but in his first real test, he touched first base and second, then ran into center field, where “three fielders, two ushers and the handler’’ had to reel him in.
When the Mets moved into Shea Stadium in 1964, they decided it was time for a new mascot. Thus, Mr. Met came into existence. He was modeled after a caricature previously used in team publications.

For reasons unknown, Mr. Met disappeared in the 1970s, and in 1979, a new mascot was introduced — a mule named Mettle, whose job was to stride up and down the foul lines before games. But just like Homer, Mettle didn’t stick around long.

The Mets went through the 1980s without a mascot and actually did just fine, winning a championship in 1986 with the best team in franchise history.
But in 1994, during another down period for the Mets (and there have been many), Mr. Met returned. He was inducted into the Mascot Hall of Fame in 2007 and was voted the No. 1 sports mascot of 2009 in a survey by Forbes magazine.

And on Wednesday night, he lost his cool.
 Continue reading the main story
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On Wednesday, Mr. Corbyn shook up the race with a last-minute decision to join a televised debate in Cambridge that Mrs. May did not attend. Emboldened after a competent performance in a television event on Monday, Mr. Corbyn sought, before the debate, to portray Mrs. May as weak and evasive for not appearing.

“Refusing to join me in Cambridge tonight would be another sign of Theresa May’s weakness, not strength,” Mr. Corbyn, who has been trying to revamp his own image as a weak-kneed pacifist, said in a statement.
In explaining why she would not be participating, Mrs. May said she had been facing Mr. Corbyn week after week in the ritual prime minister’s questions in Parliament, and had also been taking questions from voters directly on the campaign trail.
The home secretary, Amber Rudd, represented the Conservatives in the televised debate.
Just six weeks ago, Mrs. May had a lead of as much as 24 percentage points over Mr. Corbyn in some polls. Pundits were already asking if Mr. Corbyn, a gaffe-prone leftist viewed by many in his own party as unelectable, would step down if he lost the election. “Theresa on the March,” proclaimed the headline in The Sun, a popular tabloid.

Now, though, after initially casting herself successfully as the only “strong” and “stable” leader qualified to lead Britain as it exits the European Union, Mrs. May appears to have alienated many voters through a mix of hubris and austerity policies. At the same time, Mr. Corbyn, the beneficiary of subterranean expectations, appears to have been given a lift by simply not messing up badly.

Seeking to explain the perceived reversal of Mrs. May’s fortunes, Anthony Wells, research director at YouGov polling, said Mrs. May had erred by failing to present a proactive narrative, much in the same manner as Hillary Clinton was seen by some as defining herself as a foil to Donald J. Trump without adequately explaining what she stood for.

“The Conservatives don’t seem to have a strong message to their campaign,” he said. “May has fashioned herself as ‘not Corbyn’ without explaining why people should vote for her. At the same time, she has made some very damaging U-turns, while Corbyn has not proven to be the scary monster that some had feared.”
 



                U.K. Voters, Share Your Views on the Election            


                We want to hear from British voters on how their country’s exit from the European Union may have affected their political views.            

















Mrs. May, who has sought to portray herself as a compassionate conservative, provoked the ire of many voters when, during this month’s publication of the Conservative manifesto, she was forced to retreat from an unpopular proposal to make older Britons shoulder more of the costs of long-term home care. The proposal, derided as a “dementia tax,” undermined her image as the champion of those “just about managing” to get by financially.
Adding ammunition to rivals seeking to portray her as a Scrooge, the conservatives proposed a less advantageous system for automatic raises in pensions and contentious plans to scrap universal free school lunches for children.

In contrast, the Labour Party’s manifesto offered many populist measures, among them increasing funding for the National Health Service and a pledge to scrap tuition fees for students starting college in September.



Peter Kellner, a leading political analyst and polling expert, said the narrowing of the polls at least partly reflected that Mr. Corbyn appeared to be resonating with young people and women, who welcomed his calls for more money for the country’s strapped social services.

He said many initially reluctant Labour voters, who had voted for the party in the past but had been wavering, had also decided to stay. “A lot of people regarded Corbyn as useless and extreme and not up to running the country,” he said. “But when exposed to him over the past few weeks, a number have found him not so bad after all.”
Mrs. May’s conspicuous absence at Wednesday’s debate overshadowed the event as her opponents criticized her for running scared. “How dare you call a general election and run away from the debate,” Tim Farron, leader of the Liberal Democrats, said, chiding her openly. Addressing voters, he added: “You’re not worth Theresa May’s time. Don’t give her yours.”

The Scottish National Party deputy leader, Angus Robertson, also criticized her for not having the “guts” to face voters.
Mrs. May’s absence threatened to solidify a growing perception of her, fairly or not, as remote and arrogant. On Monday, she had already declined to appear on the same stage to debate Mr. Corbyn, resulting in an awkward spectacle in which both candidates were questioned separately.

That had followed a series of embarrassing flip-flops — not the least her call for early elections after insisting she would not — that were undercutting her carefully cultivated image for straight-talking honesty. A satirical song about her, “Liar, Liar,” shot to the top of the charts in Britain this week, an indication that the actions were taking a toll.
Referring to Mrs. May’s decision not to attend the debate — and invoking former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s famous phrase of steadfastness, “the lady’s not for turning” — Angela Rayner, who represents Labour on education policy, said, “This prime minister is for turning, but not for turning up,” according to The Financial Times.
Whoever wins, Ed Miliband, the former Labour leader who lost badly in 2015 after predictions of a close race, warned against giving credence to the pollsters, who had shown their fallibility.

“The pollsters have been off my Christmas card list since 2015,” he wrote on Twitter.


Follow Dan Bilefsky on Twitter @DanBilefsky.
Michael Wolgelenter contributed reporting.


A version of this article appears in print on June 1, 2017, on Page A10 of the New York edition with the headline: May Still Expected to Win, but Lead Narrows After Missteps.  Order Reprints| Today's Paper|Subscribe
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Man Stabbed in Portland While Coming to Aid of 2 Girls Shifts Focus to Them - The New York Times

During the approximately seven-minute video, Mr. Fletcher thanked supporters for their generosity, but worried that longstanding local attitudes and biases caused aid to flow more freely to him than to one of the girls. By Wednesday night, the video had been viewed more than 80,000 times.



“We in Portland have this weird tendency to continue patterns that we’ve done forever, and one of them is this same old, just to put it bluntly, white savior complex,” he said. “Suffice to say, I think it’s immensely, immensely morally wrong and irresponsible how much money we have gotten as opposed to how much support, money, love, kindness, that has been given to that little girl.”
Mr. Fletcher, who identified himself as a poet, expressed his misgivings less than a day after he attended the first court appearance for the man accused of the fatal attack.

An affidavit filed on Tuesday also laid out new details about what happened. Prosecutors said the man charged with murder in the attack, Jeremy Joseph Christian, had shouted at two girls on the train, one described as “African-American,” and the other as an “African-American Muslim who was wearing traditional Muslim dress.”

During Mr. Christian’s profanity-laced tirade, which appeared to be aimed at the girls, he told them to “go home” and referred to the Islamic State and Saudi Arabia, according to the court document.

Soon after, a tussle began in which Mr. Christian and Mr. Fletcher shoved each other, the affidavit said. After Mr. Fletcher told the man to get off the train, Mr. Christian stabbed Mr. Fletcher in the neck, the documents said, before proceeding to fatally stab two other men, Ricky John Best, 53, and Taliesin Myrddin Namkai Meche, 23.
Mr. Fletcher’s wound to the left side of his neck “missed being a fatal injury by millimeters” the documents said. He did not immediately respond to a Facebook message seeking comment on Wednesday night, and members of his family also did not respond to a phone call and an email.
But in his video, Mr. Fletcher called on viewers to “imagine” that they were one of the girls on the train.

“Her life is never going to be the same,” he said, before marveling that “those brave young girls” lived through Friday’s harassment and attack and yet “find ways to wake up in the morning with smiles on their faces.”
 Continue reading the main story
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‘On Fire’ Makes Bad Habits Sound Very Sweet - The New York Times

At least twice a year someone will ask me if I can recommend a book to give a man who doesn’t read as much as he might. I nearly always reply: “On Fire,” by Larry Brown. It’s a gateway drug. It’s literary writing of a sort that says, Come as you are.
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I am opposed to trigger warnings, but “On Fire” should probably have them. This book will make you want to start smoking again. (Until you recall that Brown died, apparently of a heart attack, at 53.) It may make you want to drink beer while driving slowly and looking at the world, in the late-evening light, while listening to music in the front seat of a pickup truck — one of Brown’s favorite activities. I cannot in good conscience recommend these things. But Brown does make them sound very sweet indeed.
A few chapters in “On Fire” are about things like dogs, hunting and family. Brown describes his battles, at his rural house, with spiders, mice, coyotes and ticks. These descriptions mostly cannot be printed in this newspaper.

About ticks, he writes: “We were afraid we were going to have to burn the house down just to get rid of them. It made us feel like inferior people, although we knew it wasn’t our fault. When company was over we’d be shifting our eyes around, looking to see if one was walking.”

Most of this book is about Brown and his fellow Oxford firefighters rolling toward unnerving fires and terrible car accidents. On his way, his mind plays over lessons and scenarios:
“Remove the car from the victim, not the other way around. You can be faced with anything. A car upside down on top of two people, one dead, one alive. A head-on collision, two dead, two alive, one each in each car. A car flipped up on its side against a tree, the driver between the roof and the tree. A burning car with live occupants trapped inside.”



Brown writes vividly about his fears — about someone dying because of his error, about letting his co-workers down. But he’s just as good on the sort of pride that comes with mastery.

“I love the way the lights are set up on the side of the road at a wreck and I love the way the Hurst Tool opens with its incredible strength and I love the way it crushes the roof posts of a car and I love the way you can nudge it into the hinges of a door and pop the pins off and let the door fall and reach in to see your patient’s legs and what position they are in.”

He continues: “I love to drive to any incident, love to run the siren, to run fast but careful through town. I love the smell of smoke and the feeling of fear that comes on me when I see that a fire is already through the roof and licking at the sky because I know that I am about to be tested again, my muscles, my brain, my heart.”
He’s just as good — forgive me for quoting to this extent — on a firefighter’s downtime, “the movies we watch at the station and the meals we cook and eat and the targets we shoot with our bows in the afternoons, washing our cars and trucks in the parking lot and sitting out front of the station in chairs at night hollering at people we know passing on the street.”
Early in his career, Brown chafed against being labeled “the fireman-writer.” It sounded cute. Now that he’s long since escaped that fate, his firefighting book needs to be better known.
If you are among the tens of millions who have never read Brown, this is a perfect introduction. He felt life deeply, had a vast understanding of his world and paid attention to what mattered. His basic decency shines through these pages.
Among Southern writers, Brown was one of those who didn’t have too much syrup in him. His prose in “On Fire” is fresh, light on its feet, ready for anything. If this book were a restaurant, I’d eat there all the time.


American Beauties is a column by Dwight Garner about undersung American books of the past 75 years. Used copies of books that are out of print are available from various online retailers. Follow Dwight Garner on Twitter: @DwightGarner
On Fire
By Larry Brown
182 pages. 1994. Out of print.


A version of this review appears in print on June 2, 2017, on Page C21 of the New York edition with the headline: Making Bad Habits Sound Very Sweet.  Today's Paper|Subscribe
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A London Kitchen Turning Out Israeli Street Food - The New York Times

Lunch comes with a house-made take on gazoz, the beloved fizzy drink, reformulated here with herbs and botanicals into palate-tingling refreshers. Mine, infused with quince and fennel, was bright, clean and mildly vegetal.

Spiked with prosecco, the soda also resurfaces on a cocktail menu designed by Ali Reynolds, a star of the city’s mixology scene. The drinks menu, too, draws on Israeli produce: An artichoke julep, for example, is made with sharp Cynar liqueur and pink grapefruit juice.



At dinnertime, Bala Baya gets warmly boisterous, and Mr. Tibi rolls out more elaborate creations like plump whole sea bass with fennel, burnt sage, lemon and anise. “So simple to cook, but so complex in flavor,” he said.
Working with Afroditi Krassa, a Greek-born designer based in London, Mr. Tibi transformed an empty archway under an active railway line near Southwark station into an airy, Bauhaus-riffing fantasy that conjures his hometown; trains still rumble overhead. Along with tableware from a Jaffa flea market and breeze blocks for an intricate upstairs wall, Mr. Tibi imported bright terrazzo slabs from a Haifa factory. “I wanted to walk on floors that remind me of home,” he said.
His brashest import, though, may be the gleaming pita oven in his open kitchen. Jagum, the Israeli manufacturer that built equipment for his father’s Tel Aviv bakery, created a souped-up version for Mr. Tibi. The oven can crank out more than 1,000 warm, pillowy pitas an hour; that should come in handy as Mr. Tibi follows Mr. Ottolenghi’s footsteps into wholesale and retail later this year.


Bala Baya, Arch 25, Old Union Yard Arches, 229 Union Street; 44-20-8001-7015; balabaya.co.uk. Average lunch for two, without drinks or tips, is £20, about $26.


A version of this article appears in print on June 4, 2017, on Page TR11 of the New York edition with the headline: Israeli Street Food in an English Kitchen.  Order Reprints| Today's Paper|Subscribe
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From the Archives: The Original Review of ‘Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band’ - The New York Times

Harrison’s song, “Within You and Without You,” is a good place to begin dissecting “Sergeant Pepper.” Though it is among the strongest cuts, its flaws are distressingly typical of the album as a whole. Compared with “Love You To” (Harrison’s contribution to “Revolver”), this melody shows an expanded consciousness of Indian ragas. Harrison’s voice, hovering midway between song and prayer chant, oozes over the melody like melted cheese. On sitar and tamboura, he achieves a remarkable Pop synthesis. Because his raga motifs are not mere embellishments but are imbedded into the very structure of the song, “Within You and Without You” appears seamless. It stretches, but fits.

What a pity, then, that Harrison’s lyrics are dismal and dull. “Love You To” exploded with a passionate sutra quality, but “Within You and Without You” resurrects the very cliches the Beatles helped bury: “With our love/We could save the world/If they only knew.” All the minor scales in the Orient wouldn’t make “Within You and Without You” profound.
The obsession with production, coupled with a surprising shoddiness in composition, permeates the entire album. There is nothing beautiful on “Sergeant Pepper.” Nothing is real and there is nothing to get hung about. The Lennon raunchiness has become mere caprice in “Being for the Benefit of Mr. Kite.” Paul McCartney’s soaring Pop magnificats have become merely politely profound. “She’s Leaving Home” preserves all the orchestrated grandeur of “Eleanor Rigby,” but its framework is emaciated. This tale of a provincial lass who walks out on a repressed home life, leaving parents sobbing in her wake, is simply no match for those stately, swirling strings. Where “Eleanor Rigby” compressed tragedy into poignant detail, “She’s Leaving Home” is uninspired narrative, and nothing more. By the third depressing hearing, it begins to sound like an immense put-on.
There certainly are elements of burlesque in a composition like “When I’m 64,” which poses the crucial question: “Will you still need me/Will you still feed me/when I’m 64?” But the dominant tone is not mockery; this is a fantasy retirement, overflowing with grandchildren, gardening and a modest cottage on the Isle of Wight. The Beatles sing, “We shall scrimp and save” with utter reverence. It is a strange fairy tale, oddly sad because it is so far from the composers’ reality. But even here, an honest vision is ruined by the background which seeks to enhance it.

“Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds” is an engaging curio, but nothing more. It is drenched in reverb, echo and other studio distortions. Tone overtakes meaning and we are lost in electronic meandering. The best Beatle melodies are simple if original progressions braced with pungent lyrics. Even their most radical compositions retain a sense of unity.

But for the first time, the Beatles have given us an album of special effects, dazzling but ultimately fraudulent. And for the first time, it is not exploration which we sense, but consolidation. There is a touch of the Jefferson Airplane, a dab of Beach Boys vibrations, and a generous pat of gymnastics from The Who.



The one evident touch of originality appears in the structure of the album itself. The Beatles have shortened the “banding” between cuts so that one song seems to run into the next. This produces the possibility of a Pop symphony or oratorio, with distinct but related movements. Unfortunately, there is no apparent thematic development in the placing of cuts, except for the effective juxtapositions of opposing musical styles. At best, the songs are only vaguely related.

With one important exception, “Sergeant Pepper” is precious but devoid of gems. “A Day in the Life” is such a radical departure from the spirit of the album that it almost deserves its peninsular position (following the reprise of the “Sergeant Pepper” theme, it comes almost as an afterthought). It has nothing to do with posturing or put-on. It is a deadly earnest excursion in emotive music with a chilling lyric. Its orchestration is dissonant but sparse, and its mood is not whimsical nostalgia but irony.
With it, the Beatles have produced a glimpse of modern city life that is terrifying. It stands as one of the most important Lennon-McCartney compositions, and it is a historic Pop event.

“A Day in the Life” starts in a description of suicide. With the same conciseness displayed in “Eleanor Rigby,” the protagonist begins: “I read the news today, oh boy.” This mild interjection is the first hint of his disillusionment; compared with what is to follow, it is supremely ironic. “I saw the photograph,” he continues, in the voice of a melancholy choir boy:
He blew his mind out in a car
He didn’t notice that the lights had changed
A crowd of people stood aud stared
They’d seen his face before
Nobody was reallysure if he was from the House of Lords.

“A Day in the Life” could never make the Top 40, although it may influence a great many songs which do. Its lyric is sure to bring a sudden surge of Pop tragedy. The aimless, T. S. Eliot-like crowd, forever confronting pain and turning away, may well become a common symbol. And its narrator, subdued by the totality of his despair, may reappear in countless compositions as the silent, withdrawn hero.

Musically, there are already indications that the intense atonality of “A Day in the Life” is a key to the sound of 1967. Electronic-rock, with its aim of staggering an audience, has arrived in half-a-dozen important new releases. None of these songs has the controlled intensity of “A Day in thg Life,” but the willingness of many restrained musicians to “let go” means that serious aleatory-pop may be on the way.
Ultimately, however, it is the uproar over the alleged influence of drugs on the Beatles which may prevent “A Day in the Life” from reaching the mass audience. The song’s refrain, “I’d like to turn you on,” has rankled disk jockeys supersensitive to “hidden subversion” in rock ’n’ roll. In fact, a case can be made within the very structure of “A Day in the Life” for the belief that the Beatles — like so many Pop composers — are aware of the highs and lows of consciousness.

The song is built on a series of tense, melancholic passages, followed by soaring releases. In the opening stanza, for instance, John’s voice comes near to cracking with despair. But after the invitation, “I’d like to turn you on,” the Beatles have inserted an extraordinary atonal thrust which is shocking, even painful, to the ears. But it brilliantly encases the song and, if the refrain preceding it suggests turning on, the crescendo parallels a druginduced “rush.”
The bridge begins in a staccato crossfire. We feel the narrator rising, dressing and commuting by rote. The music is nervous with the dissonance of cabaret jazz. A percussive drum melts into a panting railroad chug. Then
Found my way upstairs and had a smoke
Somebody spoke and I went into a dream.


The words fade into a chant of free, spacious chords, like the initial marijuana “buzz.” But the tone becomes mysterious and then ominous. Deep strings take us on a Wagnerian descent and we are back to the original blues theme, and the original declaration, “I read the news today, oh boy.”
Actually, it is difficult to see why the BBC banned “A Day in the Life,” because its message is, quite clearly, the flight from banality. It describes a profound reality, but it certainly does not glorify it. And its conclusion, though magnificent, seems to represent a negation of self. The song ends on one low, resonant note that is sustained for 40 seconds. Having achieved the absolute peace of nullification, the narrator is beyond melancholy. But there is something brooding and irrevocable about his calm. It sounds like destruction.
What a shame that “A Day in the Life” is only a coda to an otherwise undistinguished collection of work. We need the Beatles, not as cloistered composers, but as companions. And they need us. In substituting the studio conservatory for an audience, they have ceased being folk artists, and the change is what makes their new album a monologue.
 Continue reading the main story
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        Trump dismays, angers allies by abandoning global climate pact
        WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump on Thursday said he would withdraw the United States from the landmark 2015 global agreement to fight climate change, drawing anger and condemnation from world leaders and heads of industry.
  


      

      
        Trump administration asks Supreme Court to revive travel ban
        WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump's administration on Thursday asked the U.S. Supreme Court to revive his plan to temporarily ban travelers from six Muslim-majority nations after it was blocked by lower courts that found it was discriminatory.
  


      

      
        Gunman torches Philippine casino, killing at least 36 people
        MANILA (Reuters) - A gunman burst into a casino in the Philippine capital Manila on Friday, firing shots, setting gaming tables alight and killing at least 36 people, all suffocating in thick smoke, in what officials believe was a botched robbery.
  


      

      
        Strong U.S. job growth expected in May; wage rise seen moderate
        WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. job growth likely remained strong in May, a further sign of an acceleration in economic activity that would effectively seal the case for an interest rate increase this month despite sluggish wage gains.
  


      

      
        Mattis says U.S. committed to Asia-Pacific as allies seek clear policy
        SINGAPORE (Reuters) - U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said on Friday the United States remains committed to its Asia-Pacific allies, as he arrived in Singapore for the region's premier defense and security forum.
  


      

      
        General leading Philippine battle with Islamists relieved of command
        MARAWI CITY, Philippines (Reuters) - The general leading an offensive against pro-Islamic State militants holed up in a southern Philippine town has been relieved of his command, an army spokesman said on Friday, the 11th day of the country's biggest security crisis in years.
  


      

      
        Three lawmakers question Kushner Cos on concerns over White House tie
        WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Three Democratic lawmakers sent a letter to the president of Kushner Companies on Thursday seeking information related to concerns that the real estate firm has exploited Jared Kushner's role as a White House adviser to attract investment through a federal immigration program.
  


      

      
        U.N. council to vote on blacklisting more North Koreans: diplomats
        UNITED NATIONS/SEOUL (Reuters) - The United Nations Security Council will vote on Friday on a U.S. and Chinese proposal to blacklist more North Korean individuals and entities after the country's repeated ballistic missile launches, diplomats said on Thursday.
  


      

      
        Ananya Vinay wins the 2017 U.S. Scripps National Spelling Bee
        OXON HILL, Md. (Reuters) - Ananya Vinay of Fresno, California won the Scripps National Spelling Bee on Thursday, taking home a $40,000 cash prize after 12 hours of picking her way along a precarious lifeline of consonants and vowels.
  


      

      
        Venezuela's Maduro announces referendum on plan for new congress
        CARACAS (Reuters) - Venezuela's President Nicholas Maduro said on Thursday a referendum would be held on his controversial plan to create a new super-body known as a constituent assembly with powers to rewrite the constitution.
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Trump dismays, angers allies by abandoning global climate pact | Reuters


WASHINGTON President Donald Trump on Thursday said he would withdraw the United States from the landmark 2015 global agreement to fight climate change, drawing anger and condemnation from world leaders and heads of industry.
Trump, tapping into the "America First" message he used when he was elected president last year, said the Paris accord would undermine the U.S. economy, cost U.S. jobs, weaken American national sovereignty and put the country at a permanent disadvantage to the other countries of the world.
"We're getting out," Trump said at a ceremony in the White House Rose Garden under sunny skies on a warm June day, fulfilling a major election campaign pledge.
"We don't want other leaders and other countries laughing at us any more. And they won't be," Trump said.
"The same nations asking us to stay in the agreement are the countries that have collectively cost America trillions of dollars through tough trade practices and in many cases lax contributions to our critical military alliance," Trump added.
Republican U.S. congressional leaders backed Trump. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell applauded Trump "for dealing yet another significant blow to the Obama administration's assault on domestic energy production and jobs."
Supporters of the accord, including some leading U.S. business figures, called Trump's move a blow to international efforts to tackle dangers for the planet posed by global warming.
Former Democratic President Barack Obama expressed regret over the pullout from a deal he was instrumental in brokering.
"But even in the absence of American leadership; even as this administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future; I'm confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we've got," Obama added.
Trump, who has called climate change a hoax, said his administration would begin negotiations either to re-enter the Paris accord or to have a new agreement "on terms that are fair to the United States, its businesses, its workers, its people, its taxpayers." He complained in particular about China's terms under the agreement.
International leaders reacted with disappointment, even anger. 
"The decision made by U.S. President Trump amounts to turning their backs on the wisdom of humanity. I'm very disappointed... I am angry," Japanese Environment Minister Koichi Yamamoto told a news conference on Friday in an unusually frank tone.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French President Emmanuel Macron and Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni said in a rare joint statement the agreement could not be renegotiated and urged their allies to hasten efforts to combat climate change and adapt.
"While the U.S. decision is disheartening, we remain inspired by the growing momentum around the world to combat climate change and transition to clean growth economies," said Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
A summit between Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and top European Union officials in Brussels on Friday will end with a joint statement - the first ever issued by China and the EU -  committing both sides to full implementation of the Paris accord.
Speaking in Berlin a day earlier, Premier Li said China, the world's biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, would stick to its commitment to fight climate change.

Russia also voiced abiding support for the Paris accord, regardless of the U.S. withdrawal.
"We made the decision to join, and I don't think we will (change) it," Deputy Prime Minister Arkady Dvorkovich was quoted as saying by RIA news agency.
In India, one of the world's fastest growing major economies and a growing contributor to pollution, a top advisor to    Prime Minister Narendra Modi vouched for intentions to switch to renewable power generation independent of the Paris accord.
"The prime minister is very keen on this," Arvind Panagariya said.

ISOLATED

With Trump's action, the United States will walk away from nearly every other nation in the world on one of the pressing global issues of the 21st century. Syria and Nicaragua are the only other non-participants in the accord, signed by 195 nations in Paris in 2015.
Fiji's Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama, who is the incoming head of the U.N. Climate Change Conferences, which formalized the 2015 pact, said Trump's decision was "deeply disappointing".
Fiji, like many other small island nations, is seen as particularly vulnerable to global warming and a possible rise in ocean levels as a result of melting polar ice.
U.S. business leaders voiced exasperation with the Trump administration.

"Today's decision is a setback for the environment and for the U.S.'s leadership position in the world," Goldman Sachs Group Inc Chief Executive Lloyd Blankfein wrote on Twitter.
Tesla Inc CEO Elon Musk and Walt Disney CEO Robert Iger said they would leave White House advisory councils after Trump's move.
Under the Paris accord, which took years to reach, rich and poor countries committed to reducing emissions of greenhouse gases generated by burning fossil fuels that are blamed by scientists for warming the planet.

(GRAPHIC - The 2015 Paris Agreement to limit climate change: tmsnrt.rs/2f3oKDV)    

"I was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris," Trump said.
Pittsburgh's mayor, Democrat Bill Peduto, shot back on Twitter that his city, long the heart of the U.S. steel industry, actually embraced the Paris accord.
The spokesman for U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called the action a "major disappointment." The U.N. body that handles climate negotiations said the accord could not be renegotiated based on the request of a single nation.
Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, speaking in Singapore on Friday, also called the U.S. decision "disappointing... but not at all surprising," adding that Australia remained "committed to our Paris commitments."

South Korea's foreign ministry said in a statement "it is regrettable that the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris climate accord will undermine international responsibility and efforts to respond to climate change."

'DEVASTATING HARM'

Trump said the United States would stop payments to the U.N. Green Climate Fund, in which rich countries committed billions of dollars to help developing nations deal with floods, droughts and other impacts from climate change.
The White House said it would stick to U.N. rules for withdrawing from the pact. Those rules require a nation to wait three years from the date the pact gained legal force, Nov. 4, 2016, before formally seeking to leave. That country must then wait another year. 
Apple CEO Tim Cook expressed disappointment and said in an email to employees that he had spoken with Trump on Tuesday to try to persuade him to stay in the Paris accord. "It wasn't enough," he said.
Other business leaders warned that the U.S. economy would give away technological leadership.
General Electric CEO Jeff Immelt said he was disappointed, adding: "Climate change is real. Industry must now lead and not depend on government."
Democrats also blasted Trump. Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer called the decision "one of the worst policy moves made in the 21st century because of the huge damage to our economy, our environment and our geopolitical standing."
The United States had committed to reduce emissions by 26 to 28 percent from 2005 levels by 2025. The United States accounts for more than 15 percent of total worldwide greenhouse gas emissions, second only to China.
Leading climate scientists say greenhouse gas emissions trap heat in the atmosphere and have caused a warming planet, sea level rise, droughts and more frequent violent storms.
A "Global Trends" report prepared by the U.S. Director of National Intelligence's office, released on Jan. 9, warned that climate change posed security risks because of extreme weather, stress on water and food, and global tensions over how to manage the changes. 
Last year was the warmest since records began in the 19th Century, as global average temperatures continued a rise dating back decades that scientists attribute to greenhouse gases.
Frank Rijsberman, Director-General of Seoul based Global Green Growth Institute expected international funding for investment needed to fight climate change would suffer, noting a $1 billion reduction in U.S. funding the Green Climate Fund in South Korea.
Economists said the U.S. withdrawal would potentially cost U.S. jobs. China and the EU both already employ more workers in the renewable energy sector than the United States, according to the data from the International Renewable Energy Agency (Irena).
"Winding back the climate agenda means that the U.S. will be left behind in the clean energy transition as other global players, such as in Europe and China, demonstrate greater commitment to deploying low carbon and job-creating solutions to climate change," said Peter Kiernan, of the Economist Intelligence Unit.


 (Additinal reporting by Timothy Gardner, Roberta Rampton, and Eric Walsh in WASHINGTON; Robin Emmott and Robert-Jan Bartunek in BRUSSELS; Michelle Nichols at the UNITED NATIONS; Kiyoshi Takenaka in TOKYO; Jane Chung in SEOUL; Jane Wardell in SYDNEY; Sudarshan Varadhan in NEW DELHI; Writing by Will Dunham and Henning Gloystein; Editing by Peter Cooney and Simon Cameron-Moore)
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Trump administration asks Supreme Court to revive travel ban | Reuters



By Lawrence Hurley
| WASHINGTON


WASHINGTON President Donald Trump's administration on Thursday asked the U.S. Supreme Court to revive his plan to temporarily ban travelers from six Muslim-majority nations after it was blocked by lower courts that found it was discriminatory. 
In deciding whether to allow the ban to go into effect, the nine justices are set to weigh whether Trump's harsh election campaign rhetoric can be used as evidence that the order was intended to discriminate against Muslims. 
The administration filed emergency applications with the nine high court justices seeking to block two different lower court rulings that went against Trump's March 6 order barring entry for people from Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen for 90 days while the U.S. government implements stricter visa screening. 
The move comes after the Richmond, Virginia-based 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on May 25 upheld a Maryland judge's ruling blocking the order. 
The administration also filed a separate appeal in that case.
"We have asked the Supreme Court to hear this important case and are confident that President Trump’s executive order is well within his lawful authority to keep the nation safe and protect our communities from terrorism," Justice Department spokeswoman Sarah Isgur Flores said in a statement.
The American Civil Liberties Union, one of the legal groups challenging the ban, tweeted in response: "We've beat this hateful ban and are ready to do it again."

At least five votes are needed on the nine-justice court in order to grant a stay. The court has a 5-4 conservative majority, with Justice Anthony Kennedy - a conservative who sometimes sides with the court's four liberals - the frequent swing vote. Another of the court's conservatives, Neil Gorsuch, was appointed by Trump this year. 
If the government's emergency requests are granted, the ban would go into effect immediately.
The court first has to act on whether to grant the emergency applications, which could happen within a fortnight. Then, the justices will decide whether to hear the government’s full appeal. The Supreme Court is not required to hear the case but is likely to due to its importance and the fact that the request is being made by the U.S. government.  
The Justice Department has asked the court to expedite the case so that the justices could hear it at the beginning of their next term, which starts in October. That means, if the court allows the ban to go into effect, the final decision would be issued long after the 90 days has elapsed.

In the court filings, Acting Solicitor General Jeff Wall highlighted the unprecedented nature of courts second-guessing the president on national security and immigration.
"This order has been the subject of passionate political debate. But whatever one’s views, the precedent set by this case for the judiciary’s proper role in reviewing the president’s national-security and immigration authority will transcend this debate, this Order, and this constitutional moment," he wrote.
In its 10-3 ruling, the appeals court in Virginia said the challengers, including refugee groups and others represented by the American Civil Liberties Union, were likely to succeed on their claim that the order violated the U.S. Constitution's bar against favoring or disfavoring a particular religion.
The government had argued that the court should not take into account Trump's comments during the 2016 U.S. presidential race since he made them before he took office on Jan. 20. But the appeals court rejected that view, saying they shed light on the motivations behind Trump's order.

During the campaign, Trump campaign called for a "total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States."
His administration has argued that the travel ban is needed to prevent terrorism in the United States.
Federal courts in both Maryland and Hawaii issued rulings suspending key parts of the ban. The appeals court in Virginia upheld the Maryland ruling. A San Francisco-based appeals court is currently considering the Hawaii case.
The administration is asking the Supreme Court to throw out the injunction imposed in both cases.
The March ban was Trump's second effort to implement travel restrictions on people from several Muslim-majority countries through an executive order. The first, issued on Jan. 27, led to chaos and protests at airports and in major U.S. cities before it was blocked by courts.
The second order was intended to overcome the legal issues posed by the original ban, but it was blocked by judges before it could go into effect on March 16.

 (Reporting by Lawrence Hurley; Editing by Sue Horton, Christian Schmollinger, Shr Navaratnam and Michael Perry)
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Gunman torches Philippine casino, killing at least 36 people | Reuters


MANILA A gunman burst into a casino in the Philippine capital Manila on Friday, firing shots, setting gaming tables alight and killing at least 36 people, all suffocating in thick smoke, in what officials believe was a botched robbery.
There was no evidence linking the attack at the Resorts World Manila entertainment complex to fighting between government troops and Islamist militants in the country's south, said Ernesto Abella, a spokesman for President Rodrigo Duterte. 
"All indications point to a criminal act by an apparently emotionally disturbed individual," Abella told a news conference. "Although the perpetrator gave warning shots, there apparently was no indication that he wanted to do harm or shoot anyone."
The gunman killed himself in his hotel room after being shot and wounded by resort security, police and Resorts World management said. A second "person of interest" who was in the casino at the time was cooperating with the investigation, police said.
Most of the dead suffocated in the chaos. Fire bureau spokesman Ian Manalo said many guests and staff had tried to hide from the gunfire rather than get out of the building when attack began shortly after midnight (1600 GMT) and fell victim to the choking smoke.    
Oscar Albayalde, chief of the capital's police office, said those who died were in the casino's main gaming area.
"What caused their deaths is the thick smoke," he told reporters. "The room was carpeted and of course the tables, highly combustible."
A Resorts World Manila official said the dead included 22 guests.

DEATH IN ROOM 510

At dawn, the body of the suspected gunman was found in a hotel room in the smoldering complex, which is close to Ninoy Aquino International Airport and an air force base, police said.

"He burned himself inside the hotel room 510," national police chief Ronald dela Rosa told a news conference. "He lay down on the bed, covered himself in a thick blanket and apparently doused himself in gasoline."
Resorts World Manila Chief Operating Officer Stephen Reilly said casino security guards had shot and wounded the gunman - armed with what authorities described as a "baby armalite" - during the attack.
"Severe loss of blood from the gunshot wound significantly slowed down the assailant and resulted to his holing up in the room where he took his own life," Reilly said.
Officials said at least 54 people were hurt, some seriously, as they rushed to escape what was at first was believed to have been a militant attack.
Survivor Magdalena Ramos, who was a guest at the hotel, said people began shouting "ISIS! ISIS!" when the gunfire began. The 57-year-old said she hid in a kitchen and then fled when the smoke became too thick.

But police quickly said they did not believe the attacker had any militant connections.
"We cannot attribute this to terrorism," national police chief dela Rosa told DZMM radio.
"We are looking into a robbery angle because he did not hurt any people and went straight to the casino chips storage room. He parked at the second floor and barged into the casino, shooting large TV screens and poured gasoline on a table setting it on fire," he said.
Earlier reports said the gunman may have been white, but police later said he appeared to be Filipino, although they were still establishing his nationality.
Kimberly Molitas, a spokeswoman for the capital's police office, said 113 million pesos ($2.27 million) worth of casino chips stolen during the raid had been recovered.


GUNSHOTS, PANIC

Videos posted on social media showed people fleeing as several loud bangs went off.
"Even the security personnel panicked," casino guest Jeff Santos told a radio station. "Definitely us patrons we did not expect that, everyone ran away."
Jeri Ann Santiago, who works in the emergency room at the San Juan de Dios hospital, said patients were suffering from smoke inhalation and some had fractures. None had gunshot wounds, she said.
The Philippines has been on heightened alert amid a crisis in the south of the country, where troops have been battling Islamist rebels since May 23. 
Duterte declared martial law on the southern island of Mindanao last week and has warned it could become a haven for Islamic State supporters fleeing Iraq and Syria.
Security was tightened around the presidential palace on Friday, with armored personal carriers stationed on approach roads and river ferries barred from passing close by.
Taiwan's foreign ministry said four Taiwan nationals were among those killed and a South Korean foreign ministry official said one South Korean had died, apparently after a heart attack.
Shares in resort owner Travellers International Hotel Group Inc, a joint venture of the Philippines’ Alliance Global Group Inc and Genting Hong Kong Ltd, fell 7 percent.

 (Additional reporting by Peter Blaza, Clare Baldwin, Karen Lema, Manuel Mogato, Enrico Dela Cruz and Martin Petty in MANILA and Ju-min Park in SEOUL; Writing by Alex Richardson and Lincoln Feast; Editing by Robert Birsel and Nick Macfie)
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Strong U.S. job growth expected in May; wage rise seen moderate | Reuters



By Lucia Mutikani
| WASHINGTON


WASHINGTON U.S. job growth likely remained strong in May, a further sign of an acceleration in economic activity that would effectively seal the case for an interest rate increase this month despite sluggish wage gains.
Nonfarm payrolls probably increased by 185,000 jobs last month, according to a Reuters survey of economists, after surging 211,000 in April. May's projected increase would be in line with this year's 185,000 average monthly job growth.
The unemployment rate is forecast unchanged at a 10-year low of 4.4 percent. It has dropped four-tenths of a percentage point this year. The Labor Department will release its closely watched employment report on Friday, less than two weeks before the Federal Reserve's June 13-14 policy meeting.
"Another strong jobs report would help the Fed proceed with another rate hike at its June meeting, by supporting its contention that recent weakness in retail sales and inflation data will prove transitory," said Josh Wright, chief economist with recruitment software provider iCIMS in Matawan, New Jersey.
U.S. financial markets have almost priced in a 25 basis points increase in the Fed's benchmark overnight interest rate this month, according to CME FedWatch.
Minutes of the Fed's May 2-3 policy meeting, which were published last week, showed that while policymakers agreed they should hold off hiking rates until there was evidence the growth slowdown was transitory, "most participants" believed "it would soon be appropriate" to raise borrowing costs.
The U.S. central bank raised interest rates by 25 basis points in March. Data on consumer spending and manufacturing suggest the economy gained speed early in the second quarter after gross domestic product increased at a tepid 1.2 percent annualized rate at the start of the year.
The Atlanta Fed is forecasting GDP increasing at a 4.0 percent pace in the second quarter. 

But persistently sluggish wage growth could cast a shadow on further monetary policy tightening. Average hourly earnings are forecast rising 0.2 percent in May after gaining 0.3 percent in April. 
That would keep the year-on-year increase in wages at 2.5 percent. Average hourly earning could, however, surprise on the low side because of a calendar quirk.
A soft average hourly earnings reading would come as annual inflation rates have retreated in recent months. But with the labor market expected to hit full employment this year, there is optimism that wage growth will accelerate. 

SKILLS SHORTAGE


There is growing anecdotal evidence of companies struggling to find qualified workers. The Fed in its Beige Book on Wednesday said a manufacturing firm in the Chicago district reported raising wages for unskilled laborers by 10 percent to attract better-quality workers and retain its workforce.
The economy needs to create 75,000 to 100,000 jobs per month to keep up with growth in the working-age population.
Republican President Donald Trump, who inherited a strong job market from the Obama administration, has vowed to sharply boost economic growth and further strengthen the labor market by slashing taxes and cutting regulation. 
There are, however, fears that political scandals could derail the Trump administration's economic agenda.

The labor force participation rate, or the share of working-age Americans who are employed or at least looking for a job, could have risen last month as college graduates enter the labor force. It has rebounded from a multi-decade low of 62.4 percent in September 2015 and economists see limited room for further gains as the pool of discouraged workers shrinks.
"We suspect there is only limited scope for the prime
age participation rate to keep rising," said Michael Pearce, a U.S. economist at Capital Economics in New York. "If that proves
accurate, wage pressures are likely to build a little more rapidly over the coming years than over the past few."
Manufacturing employment likely increased, but payrolls in the automobile sector could decline amid falling sales. Ford Motor Co (F.N) said last month it planned to cut 1,400 salaried jobs in North America and Asia through voluntary early retirement and other financial incentives.
Further job gains are likely in construction. Retail payrolls are a wild card as department store operators like J.C. Penney Co Inc (JCP.N), Macy's Inc (M.N) and Abercrombie & Fitch (ANF.N) struggle against stiff competition from online retailers led by Amazon (AMZN.O).

 (Reporting by Lucia Mutikani; Editing by Andrea Ricci)
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Mattis says U.S. committed to Asia-Pacific as allies seek clear policy | Reuters



By Idrees Ali
| SINGAPORE


SINGAPORE U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said on Friday the United States remains committed to its Asia-Pacific allies, as he arrived in Singapore for the region's premier defense and security forum. 
Mattis, who is making his second visit to the region since he took charge of the Pentagon on Jan. 20, will be looking to articulate a clear U.S. policy for allies in the region and reassuring them.
Trump has actively courted Chinese support on North Korea, raising concerns among Southeast Asian allies in the lead-up to the dialogue that Washington might allow China a freer rein elsewhere in the region.
Mattis told reporters that in a speech on Saturday to the annual Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore he would talk about the "international order" needed for a peaceful Asia, a reference to countering North Korea's nuclear and missile program.     
"At the Shangri-la dialogue I will emphasize the United States stands with our Asia-Pacific allies and partners," Mattis told reporters on the way to the regional security forum. 
"The Department of Defense is focused on strengthening alliances, empowering countries to be able to sustain their own security, and strengthening U.S. military capabilities to deter war," Mattis said. 
He is expected to meet with his counterparts from a number of countries including South Korea, Japan and Australia. China's delegation is led by a retired major-general from the Academy of Military Science, according to the forum's program.    
The U.S. focus on North Korea has been sharpened by dozens of North Korean missile launches - the most recent of which was on Monday - and two nuclear bomb tests since the beginning of last year. Pyongyang has vowed to develop a nuclear-tipped intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) capable of hitting the U.S. mainland.

Japan's navy and air force began a three-day military exercise with two U.S. aircraft carriers in the Sea of Japan on Thursday adding pressure on North Korea to halt an accelerating ballistic missile program.
U.S. officials insist the administration remains committed more broadly to the region, much like it was under former President Barack Obama's administration. 
Trump is due to attend regional summits in Vietnam and the Philippines in November.
The Pentagon also says it supports "in principle" a proposal by Senator John McCain, the head of the U.S. Senate's Armed Services Committee, to increase military funding for the Asia-Pacific by $7.5 billion.

CHINA'S ISLAND CONSTRUCTION     


Mattis said he would talk about the need for countries to uphold international law, an apparent reference to Beijing's construction activities on disputed islets and reefs in the South China Sea.     
China's claims to most of the South China Sea, through which about $5 trillion in ship-borne trade passes each year, are contested by Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.    
Last week, a U.S. Navy warship sailed within 12 nautical miles of an artificial island China has built on a disputed reef in the South China Sea, the first such challenge to Beijing in the strategic waterway since Trump took office.     
The Trump administration has completed a broad review of U.S. options aimed at curbing North Korea's nuclear and missile program and leans more towards new sanctions and increased cooperation with Beijing.     

Some Asian officials say worries about Trump's direction have been fueled by his unpredictable personal approach to policymaking and emphasis on his chemistry with Xi.    
Since meeting Chinese President Xi Jinping in April, Trump has praised him for efforts to restrain North Korea.    
"It is going to take time for the actions that China is taking to have affect in terms of North Korea," said David Helvey, a senior U.S. defense official dealing with Asian and Pacific security affairs.     
The United Nations Security Council will vote on Friday on a U.S. and Chinese proposal to blacklist more North Korean individuals and entities after the country's repeated ballistic missile launches.
Mattis' trip also comes as South Korean President Moon Jae-in ordered an investigation this week into why his office had not been informed about the deployment of four more launchers for the U.S. Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) system.
Moon's top security aide left for Washington on Thursday as the new leader tries to reassure his country's main ally he will not scrap a deal to host a missile defense system that has angered China.
Helvey said the United States had consulted with South Korea throughout the process and had been transparent. 

 (Editing by Bill Tarrant and Lincoln Feast)
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General leading Philippine battle with Islamists relieved of command | Reuters



By Tom Allard
| MARAWI CITY, Philippines


MARAWI CITY, Philippines The general leading an offensive against pro-Islamic State militants holed up in a southern Philippine town has been relieved of his command, an army spokesman said on Friday, the 11th day of the country's biggest security crisis in years.
The removal of Brigadier-General Nixon Fortes as commander of the army brigade in Marawi City and his replacement by his deputy, Colonel Generoso Ponio, was not related to the battle that has raged in the city, the spokesman said.
Asked if the course of the conflict was the reason for Fortes' replacement, spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Ray Tiongson said: "That's not the reason."
Fortes was appointed commander of the army's 103rd Brigade  in January and oversaw a series of operations to disrupt the Maute, a group that has sworn allegiance to Islamic State which later laid siege to Marawi City.  
A military source, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Fortes was dismissed because not all his forces were in the city when the rebels began their rampage, even though military intelligence had indicated that Islamist militants, including foreign fighters, were amassing there.
The source said that some of Fortes' forces were busy fighting a small band of communist insurgents in a nearby town when some 400 militants overran Marawi City on May 23 after a botched military raid to capture their leader, Isnilon Hapilon.
Thirty-nine members of the security forces have been killed in the Marawi City battles, as well as 19 civilians and 120 rebel fighters.

DEADLINE MISSED


In fighting on Friday, Philippine planes dropped bombs and helicopters delivered rockets on militants' fortified positions.
Several buildings were set alight as the military tried to flush out about 100 fighters to meet a deadline set by Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana to re-take the city of 200,000 people by the end of the day.
"I don't think we can meet the deadline to completely free Marawi of every single armed element on every street," military spokesman Restituto Padilla told reporters. "We're working and doing our best to accomplish this mission."
Padilla said operations were slow because militants had taken civilians as hostages, using women and children as human shields in fortified commercial buildings in the city center.

On Friday, two OV-10 close-air support aircraft resumed bomb runs, circling the city then diving steeply before dropping their ordnance. 
Smaller SF 260 planes accidentally dropped a payload on ground troops, killing 10 and wounding seven, on Wednesday. The incident was an accident of the sort that sometimes happens in the "fog of war", the military said.

ROTTING CADAVERS 

While civilians are endangered by the air strikes, the military believes they are essential to a quick victory, with at least 2,000 people trapped by the fighting and fast running out of food and water.

Militant snipers on top of buildings have complicated the use of ground troops and forced the military to rely on air power, Lieutenant Colonel Jo-Ar Herrera, the military's spokesman in Marawi, said on Thursday.
"A sniper on a building can pin down all the troops, so one way to neutralize that is to use precision air strikes," he said.
Resident Alan Ampaso said 50 houses in his neighborhood burned down after being hit by a rocket fired by a helicopter on Friday.
"We just ran and I can't find my wife, my son, my daughter," he said, distraught and weeping. "I have lost every single thing. I have no money, no home, no family. Please help me."
On Friday, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) raised the problem of decomposing bodies with the provincial government, noting only 19 bodies of the dead had been recovered since the conflict began.
"There are a lot of dogs hunting around town. They are starving. They are eating the bodies," Roberto Petronio, head of the ICRC's Mindanao sub-delegation told Reuters. "We warned the authorities that there is a risk of an outbreak of rabies."

 (Additional reporting by Manuel Mogato in MANILA; Writing by John Chalmers; Editing by Robert Birsel)
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Three lawmakers question Kushner Cos on concerns over White House tie | Reuters



By Julia Harte
| WASHINGTON


WASHINGTON Three Democratic lawmakers sent a letter to the president of Kushner Companies on Thursday seeking information related to concerns that the real estate firm has exploited Jared Kushner's role as a White House adviser to attract investment through a federal immigration program. 
Jared Kushner, the son-in-law of President Donald Trump and one of his top advisers, early this year stepped down as chief executive officer of his family's real estate company.
Senator Patrick Leahy and Representatives John Conyers and Zoe Lofgren, in the nine-page letter dated Thursday and sent to Kushner Companies President Laurent Morali, asked for details about the company's controversial May road show in China, where the developer offered investors a chance to get U.S. visas under the EB-5 program if they put money in a project in New Jersey, One Journal Square.
The letter, which was released publicly, also asked Kushner Companies what steps it has taken to ensure its affiliates do not exploit Jared Kushner's White House role when wooing investors in the future.

The lawmakers cited a May 12 Reuters report that a Chinese immigration agency promoting the Kushner Companies project had touted Kushner's White House connections to assure potential investors that the One Journal Square project would succeed and investors would receive green cards.  
Such guarantees are prohibited by the rules of the EB-5 program, which grants foreigners a U.S. green card in exchange for investing $500,000 or more in development projects in low-employment areas of the United States.
Kushner Companies did not immediately return calls for comment.

Kushner Companies had apologized for Nicole Kushner Meyer's reference to her brother, Jared Kushner, when pitching One Journal Square in China in May. 
The letter by the three Democrats follows a call by the Republican chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Chuck Grassley, last week for a probe into "potentially fraudulent statements and misrepresentations" made by companies promoting investment in the One Journal Square project.

Leahy, Conyers, and Lofgren - all members of the House or Senate Judiciary Committees - noted in their letter that they have worked with Republican committee members since 2015 to improve the EB-5 program by enacting tougher anti-fraud measures.
Jared Kushner used to be closely involved with groups that lobbied against those reform efforts, according to the letter, including one firm that is marketing the One Journal Square project.
The Democratic lawmakers' letter asked if Kushner Companies had engaged in any lobbying related to EB-5 program reforms or discussed the program with Kushner since Trump took office in January. 


 (Reporting by Julia Harte; Editing by Leslie Adler)
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U.N. council to vote on blacklisting more North Koreans: diplomats | Reuters



By Michelle Nichols and James Pearson
| UNITED NATIONS/SEOUL


UNITED NATIONS/SEOUL The United Nations Security Council will vote on Friday on a U.S. and Chinese proposal to blacklist more North Korean individuals and entities after the country's repeated ballistic missile launches, diplomats said on Thursday.
The draft resolution, seen by Reuters, would sanction four entities, including the Koryo Bank and Strategic Rocket Force of the Korean People's Army, and 14 people, including Cho Il U, who is believed to head North Korea's overseas spying operations. 
If adopted, they would be subject to a global asset freeze and travel ban, making the listings more symbolic given the isolated nature of official North Korean entities and the sophisticated network of front companies used by Pyongyang to evade current sanctions.
It is the first Security Council sanctions resolution on North Korea agreed between the United States and China since President Donald Trump took office in January. 
The measures could have been agreed by the council's North Korea sanctions committee behind closed doors, but a public vote would amplify the body's anger at Pyongyang's defiance of a U.N. ban on ballistic missile launches.
The United States had been negotiating with China, Pyongyang's sole major diplomatic ally, for five weeks on possible new sanctions. The pair reached agreement and circulated the draft resolution to the remaining 13 council members on Thursday.
It was not immediately clear if council veto power Russia would support the draft resolution after the United States imposed its own sanctions on Thursday on two Russian firms for their support of North Korea's weapons programs.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said Moscow was puzzled and alarmed by the U.S. decision and that Russia was preparing retaliatory measures, Russian media reported.
While Russia has not indicated it would oppose U.N. sanctions or seek to dilute them, its ties with the United States are fraught and that could complicate its joining any U.S.-led initiative on North Korea.
There is no sign of any sustainable increase in trade between Russia and North Korea, but business and transport links between the two are getting busier. 

BANKS AND INDIVIDUALS    


On Thursday, the United States unilaterally blacklisted nine companies and government institutions, including two Russian firms, and three people for their support of North Korea's weapons programs.
That list included the Korea Computer Center (KCC), a state-run enterprise that develops computer software and hardware products. Headquartered in Pyongyang, KCC has offices in Germany, China, Syria, and the United Arab Emirates, according to North Korean state media.
North Korea's Koryo Bank handles overseas transactions for Office 38, the shadowy body that manages the private slush funds of the North Korean leadership, according to a South Korean government database.

Koryo Bank and its subsidiary, Koryo Credit Development Bank, were blacklisted by the U.S. Treasury Department last year.
The U.N. Security Council first imposed sanctions on Pyongyang in 2006 over its ballistic missile and nuclear programs and has ratcheted up the measures in response to five nuclear tests and two long-range missile launches. North Korea is threatening a sixth nuclear test.
The Trump administration has been pressing Beijing aggressively to rein in North Korea, warning that all options are on the table if Pyongyang persists with its nuclear and missile development.
U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson told the Security Council on April 28 that it needed to act before North Korea does. Just hours after the meeting, chaired by Tillerson, Pyongyang launched yet another ballistic missile.
Within days the United States proposed to China that the Security Council strengthen sanctions on North Korea over its repeated missile launches. Traditionally, the United States and China have negotiated new sanctions before involving the other council members.
Pyongyang has launched several more ballistic missiles since then, including a short-range missile on Monday that landed in the sea off its east coast.

 (Additional reporting by Ju-min Park; Editing by James Dalgleish, Soyoung Kim and Paul Tait)
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Ananya Vinay wins the 2017 U.S. Scripps National Spelling Bee | Reuters



By Lacey Johnson
| OXON HILL, Md.


OXON HILL, Md. Ananya Vinay of Fresno, California won the Scripps National Spelling Bee on Thursday, taking home a $40,000 cash prize after 12 hours of picking her way along a precarious lifeline of consonants and vowels. 
Vinay, 12, correctly spelled the word marocain, a dress fabric made of warp of silk or rayon and a filling of other yarns, to win the spelling bee held at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in suburban Washington.
She said she felt "amazing" after defeating Rohan Rajeev, 14, of Edmond Oklahoma during the stirring 25-word championship round.   
"It was just fun to see how far it would go," Vinay said.
The two determined spellers went back and forth for about 45 minutes, peeling off word after word in tense competition of spelling prowess. 
Cheirotompholyx, durchkomponiert and tchefuncte were among the words the two spelled correctly during the round. In the end, Rajeev misspelled the word marram before Vinay spelled two words correctly to win the bee. 

Vinay plans to split the money with her 7-year-old brother and put it in to her college account. 
"She had a deep passion for reading. The biggest thing that she wants to do is sit and read," her father Vinay Sreekumar said.
Competitors age 6 to 15 emerged from early spelling bees involving more than 11 million youths from all 50 U.S. states, U.S. territories from Puerto Rico to Guam, and several countries, from Jamaica to Japan.

In earlier rounds, some spellers tripped over words including Corriedale, toreutics, cleidoic and panettone, weeding down the field headed for the finish of the 90th national Bee.
Others hung on by correctly spelling catafalque, outarde and chryselephantine.
"What?!" exclaimed Maggie Sheridan, 13, from Mansfield, Ohio, throwing her hands up in disbelief when she learned she correctly spelled whirlicote, a type of luxurious carriage, with one second to spare.

Marlene Schaff, 14, was ousted by misspelling cleidoic, which means to be enclosed in a relatively impervious shell, like an egg.
“I’m disappointed because I was debating between two spellings,” said Schaff of Lake Forest, Illinois. 
The youngest-ever competitor, Edith Fuller of Tulsa, Oklahoma, who turned 6 on April 22, was eliminated from the competition late on Wednesday.
New rules this year are aimed at preventing tie endings like last year's, when two joint winners both got $40,000 cash prizes.


 (Additional reporting by Brendan O'Brien in Milwaukee, Barbara Goldberg in New York and Ian Simpson in Washington; Editing by Lisa Shumaker, Peter Cooney and Michael Perry)
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Venezuela's Maduro announces referendum on plan for new congress | Reuters



            Venezuela's Maduro announces referendum on plan for new congress






This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-politics-referendum-idUSKBN18T047?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Reuters
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Drudge Report Feed
          
        

      

      Weasel Zippers

      
        
          	
            Reuters
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Drudge Report Feed
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            Weasel Zippers
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Jamie Dupree - ...
          
        

      

      Drudge Report Feed

      An RSS feed of the Drudge Report


      
        OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...
        
 
  
  OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 1st story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...
        
 
  
  Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 2nd story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        Left Melts...
        
 
  
  Left Melts...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 3rd story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        Hollywood Ballistic...
        
 
  
  Hollywood Ballistic...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 4th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...
        
 
  
  WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 5th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        Tech world blasts...
        
 
  
  Tech world blasts...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 6th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..
        
 
  
  DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 7th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        Vatican sees exit as slap in face...
        
 
  
  Vatican sees exit as slap in face...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 8th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!
        
 
  
  DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 9th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...List: Most Unhinged Reactions...Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        List: Most Unhinged Reactions...
        
 
  
  List: Most Unhinged Reactions...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 10th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
 
 

   


      

      
        Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
        
 
  
  Germany, Italy, France Announce NO RENEGOTIATIONS...
  
  
  
  (Top headline, 11th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:OBAMA SLAMS TRUMP AS LEGACY DISMANTLED...Gore 'INCONVENIENT SEQUEL' to Be Recut; Make Trump Bigger Villain...Left Melts...Hollywood Ballistic...WEATHER CHANNEL Apocalyptic...Tech world blasts...DISNEY'S IGER RESIGNS FROM COUNCIL..Vatican sees exit as slap in face...DEM SUPER DONOR: TRAITOROUS ACT OF WAR!List: Most Unhinged Reactions...
 
 

   


      

      
        GLOBAL WARNING
        
 
  
  
  GLOBAL WARNING
  
  
  
  (Main headline, 1st story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:'PITTSBURGH, NOT PARIS'
 
 

   


      

      
        'PITTSBURGH, NOT PARIS'
        
 
  
  'PITTSBURGH, NOT PARIS'
  
  
  
  (Main headline, 2nd story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:GLOBAL WARNING
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Labour, just 3 points behind, could take Conservative majority...
        
 
  
  Labour, just 3 points behind, could take Conservative majority...
  
  
  
  (First column, 2nd story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:MAY DAY! UK Election Gamble Imperiled...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        FRANKEN: Hillary should 'move on'...
        
 
  
  FRANKEN: Hillary should 'move on'...
  
  
  
  (First column, 3rd story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:EVEN CNN MOCKS HER: 'The Russians cloaked Wisconsin so couldn't find on map'...LIST: ALL THE WAYS SHE BLAMES...NOONAN: Hillary Lacks Remorse of Conscience...
 
 

   


      

      
        EVEN CNN MOCKS HER: 'The Russians cloaked Wisconsin so couldn't find on map'...
        
 
  
  EVEN CNN MOCKS HER: 'The Russians cloaked Wisconsin so couldn't find on map'...
  
  
  
  (First column, 4th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:FRANKEN: Hillary should 'move on'...LIST: ALL THE WAYS SHE BLAMES...NOONAN: Hillary Lacks Remorse of Conscience...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        LIST: ALL THE WAYS SHE BLAMES...
        
 
  
  LIST: ALL THE WAYS SHE BLAMES...
  
  
  
  (First column, 5th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:FRANKEN: Hillary should 'move on'...EVEN CNN MOCKS HER: 'The Russians cloaked Wisconsin so couldn't find on map'...NOONAN: Hillary Lacks Remorse of Conscience...
 
 

   


      

      
        Obama Library will NOT contain original documents; Only 'digital copies'...
        
 
  
  Obama Library will NOT contain original documents; Only 'digital copies'...
  
  
  
  (First column, 7th story, link)
 
 
 

   


      

      
        O'Keefe facing $1 million suit over video sting...
        
 
  
  O'Keefe facing $1 million suit over video sting...
  
  
  
  (First column, 8th story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        AI LOOMS: 45 YEARS LEFT OF HUMAN DOMINANCE...
        
 
  
  AI LOOMS: 45 YEARS LEFT OF HUMAN DOMINANCE...
  
  
  
  (First column, 9th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:First robotic cop joins Dubai police...Half of retail jobs could vanish due to computerization...'Autonomous vehicles' soon taking over longer distance trucking...
 
 

   


      

      
        First robotic cop joins Dubai police...
        
 
  
  First robotic cop joins Dubai police...
  
  
  
  (First column, 10th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:AI LOOMS: 45 YEARS LEFT OF HUMAN DOMINANCE...Half of retail jobs could vanish due to computerization...'Autonomous vehicles' soon taking over longer distance trucking...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Half of retail jobs could vanish due to computerization...
        
 
  
  Half of retail jobs could vanish due to computerization...
  
  
  
  (First column, 11th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:AI LOOMS: 45 YEARS LEFT OF HUMAN DOMINANCE...First robotic cop joins Dubai police...'Autonomous vehicles' soon taking over longer distance trucking...
 
 

   


      

      
        'Autonomous vehicles' soon taking over longer distance trucking...
        
 
  
  'Autonomous vehicles' soon taking over longer distance trucking...
  
  
  
  (First column, 12th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:AI LOOMS: 45 YEARS LEFT OF HUMAN DOMINANCE...First robotic cop joins Dubai police...Half of retail jobs could vanish due to computerization...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Massive landslide added 13 acres to California coast...
        
 
  
  Massive landslide added 13 acres to California coast...
  
  
  
  (First column, 13th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:San Diego faces heightened risk of major earthquakes...
 
 

   


      

      
        San Diego faces heightened risk of major earthquakes...
        
 
  
  San Diego faces heightened risk of major earthquakes...
  
  
  
  (First column, 14th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Massive landslide added 13 acres to California coast...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        3 stolen puppies recovered after interstate chase...
        
 
  
  3 stolen puppies recovered after interstate chase...
  
  
  
  (First column, 15th story, link)
 
 
 

   


      

      
        Pittsburgh mayor fires back: My city WILL follow Paris agreement...
        
 
  
  Pittsburgh mayor fires back: My city WILL follow Paris agreement...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 1st story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Supreme Court asked to revive travel ban...
        
 
  
  
  Supreme Court asked to revive travel ban...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 2nd story, link)
 
 
 

   


      

      
        Single-payer healthcare advances in California -- without way to pay $400-billion tab...
        
 
  
  Single-payer healthcare advances in California -- without way to pay $400-billion tab...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 3rd story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:State trying to link carbon market with China...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        State trying to link carbon market with China...
        
 
  
  State trying to link carbon market with China...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 4th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Single-payer healthcare advances in California -- without way to pay $400-billion tab...
 
 

   


      

      
        USA ranked 114th most peaceful nation...
        
 
  
  USA ranked 114th most peaceful nation...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 5th story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Secret Service relaxes marijuana policy in bid to swell ranks...
        
 
  
  Secret Service relaxes marijuana policy in bid to swell ranks...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 6th story, link)
 
 
 

   


      

      
        Newspaper circulation at 77-year low...
        
 
  
  
  Newspaper circulation at 77-year low...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 7th story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Elite Beverly Hills plastic surgery clinic breach puts celebs at risk...
        
 
  
  Elite Beverly Hills plastic surgery clinic breach puts celebs at risk...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 8th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Race to alert patients...Password manager ONELOGIN hacked...
 
 

   


      

      
        Race to alert patients...
        
 
  
  Race to alert patients...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 9th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Elite Beverly Hills plastic surgery clinic breach puts celebs at risk...Password manager ONELOGIN hacked...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Password manager ONELOGIN hacked...
        
 
  
  Password manager ONELOGIN hacked...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 10th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Elite Beverly Hills plastic surgery clinic breach puts celebs at risk...Race to alert patients...
 
 

   


      

      
        WALMART asking employees to deliver packages on way home!
        
 
  
  WALMART asking employees to deliver packages on way home!
  
  
  
  (Second column, 11th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:AMAZON battle...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        AMAZON battle...
        
 
  
  AMAZON battle...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 12th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:WALMART asking employees to deliver packages on way home!
 
 

   


      

      
        Want better sleep? Have more sex...
        
 
  
  Want better sleep? Have more sex...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 13th story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Why one Mexican woman decided to 'self-deport,' long before Trump...
        
 
  
  Why one Mexican woman decided to 'self-deport,' long before Trump...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 14th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:'You're just there, trapped'...
 
 

   


      

      
        'You're just there, trapped'...
        
 
  
  'You're just there, trapped'...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 15th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Why one Mexican woman decided to 'self-deport,' long before Trump...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Dementia timebomb: Aging Japan faces healthcare crisis...
        
 
  
  Dementia timebomb: Aging Japan faces healthcare crisis...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 16th story, link)
 
 
 

   


      

      
        Spilled nails leave 40 vehicles stranded on 15-mile stretch of freeway...
        
 
  
  Spilled nails leave 40 vehicles stranded on 15-mile stretch of freeway...
  
  
  
  (Second column, 17th story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Attendance Drops at DISNEY Parks Worldwide...
        
 
  
  Attendance Drops at DISNEY Parks Worldwide...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 1st story, link)
 
 
 

   


      

      
        GOP Senator: Healthcare Deal Unlikely This Year...
        
 
  
  GOP Senator: Healthcare Deal Unlikely This Year...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 2nd story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        S&P, MOODY'S Downgrade Illinois to Near Junk, Lowest Ever for U.S. State...
        
 
  
  S&P, MOODY'S Downgrade Illinois to Near Junk, Lowest Ever for U.S. State...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 3rd story, link)
 
 
 

   


      

      
        Dad overdoses on heroin to teach addict son lesson...
        
 
  
  Dad overdoses on heroin to teach addict son lesson...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 4th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Parents 'horrified' at surprise drag show at Manhattan school event...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Parents 'horrified' at surprise drag show at Manhattan school event...
        
 
  
  Parents 'horrified' at surprise drag show at Manhattan school event...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 5th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:Dad overdoses on heroin to teach addict son lesson...
 
 

   


      

      
        WEEKEND: 'WONDER WOMAN' $100M?
        
 
  
  
  WEEKEND: 'WONDER WOMAN' $100M?
  
  
  
  (Third column, 6th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:LESS AMERICAN THAN EVER...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        LESS AMERICAN THAN EVER...
        
 
  
  LESS AMERICAN THAN EVER...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 7th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:WEEKEND: 'WONDER WOMAN' $100M?
 
 

   


      

      
        SHAME OF THE 10,000 BOMB CONCERT TICKET LEECHES...
        
 
  
  SHAME OF THE 10,000 BOMB CONCERT TICKET LEECHES...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 8th story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        Kathy 'Isis' Griffin center stage in Georgia election ad...
        
 
  
  Kathy 'Isis' Griffin center stage in Georgia election ad...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 9th story, link)
 
 
 

   


      

      
        TESLA SACKS FEMALE ENGINEER WHO ALLEGED SEXUAL HARASSMENT...
        
 
  
  TESLA SACKS FEMALE ENGINEER WHO ALLEGED SEXUAL HARASSMENT...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 10th story, link)
 
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        UPDATE: Threat shuts down college embroiled in racial dispute...
        
 
  
  UPDATE: Threat shuts down college embroiled in racial dispute...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 11th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:White people-free day on campus...When Left Turns on Its Own...
 
 

   


      

      
        White people-free day on campus...
        
 
  
  White people-free day on campus...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 12th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:UPDATE: Threat shuts down college embroiled in racial dispute...When Left Turns on Its Own...
 
 
 
  
 

   


      

      
        When Left Turns on Its Own...
        
 
  
  When Left Turns on Its Own...
  
  
  
  (Third column, 13th story, link)
 
 
 
  Related stories:UPDATE: Threat shuts down college embroiled in racial dispute...White people-free day on campus...
 
 

   


      

      
        
          	
            Weasel Zippers
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Jamie Dupree - ...
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




But within minutes of the president’s remarks, the leaders of France, Germany and Italy issued a joint statement saying that the Paris climate accord was “irreversible” and could not be renegotiated.

Video

Trump Pulls Out of Climate Accord as ‘Reassertion of America’s Sovereignty’



President Trump railed against China, India and other international polluters at an address in which he announced the United States’ withdrawal from the Paris climate accord.


                    By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS.                                                        

                    Photo by Doug Mills/The New York Times.
                
Watch in Times Video »








The decision was a victory for Stephen K. Bannon, Mr. Trump’s chief strategist, and Scott Pruitt, the Environmental Protection Agency administrator, who spent months quietly making their case to the president about the dangers of the agreement. Inside the West Wing, the pair overcame intense opposition from other top aides, including Gary D. Cohn, the director of the National Economic Council, the president’s daughter Ivanka Trump, and his secretary of state, Rex Tillerson.
Ms. Trump, in particular, fought to make sure that her father heard from people supportive of the agreement, setting up calls and meetings with world leaders, corporate executives and others. But by Thursday, aides who pushed to remain part of the agreement were disconsolate, and it was Mr. Pruitt whom the president brought up for victory remarks at the Rose Garden event.

The president’s speech was his boldest and most sweeping assertion of an “America first” foreign policy doctrine since he assumed office four months ago. He vowed to turn the country’s empathy inward, rejecting financial assistance for pollution controls in developing nations in favor of providing help to American cities struggling to hire police officers.

“It would once have been unthinkable that an international agreement could prevent the United States from conducting its own domestic affairs,” Mr. Trump said.

In Mr. Trump’s view, the Paris accord represents an attack on the sovereignty of the United States and a threat to the ability of his administration to reshape the nation’s environmental laws in ways that benefit everyday Americans.
“At what point does America get demeaned? At what point do they start laughing at us as a country?” Mr. Trump said. “We don’t want other leaders and other countries laughing at us anymore. And they won’t be.”

But business leaders like Elon Musk of Tesla, Jeffrey R. Immelt of General Electric and Lloyd C. Blankfein of Goldman Sachs said the decision would ultimately harm the economy by ceding the jobs of the future in clean energy and technology to overseas competitors.
 



                Interactive Graphic            


                The Stakes in the Paris Climate Deal: What Might Other Countries Do?            


                President Trump will withdraw the United States from the first worldwide deal to address global warming. Where do other countries stand on the agreement?            











                    OPEN Interactive Graphic                







Mr. Musk, who had agreed to be a member of a two business-related councils that Mr. Trump set up this year, wrote on Twitter that he would leave those panels.

“Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world,” he said.
Under the accord, the United States had pledged to cut its greenhouse gas emissions 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025 and commit up to $3 billion in aid for poorer countries by 2020.
By stepping away from the Paris agreement, the president made good on a campaign promise to “cancel” an agreement he repeatedly mocked at rallies. As president, he has moved rapidly to reverse Obama-era policies aimed at allowing the United States to meet its pollution-reduction targets as set under the agreement.

“We are getting out,” Mr. Trump said Thursday. “But we will start to negotiate, and we will see if we can make a deal that’s fair. And if we can, that’s great.”
In his remarks, Mr. Trump listed sectors of the United States economy that would lose revenue and jobs if the country remained part of the accord, citing a study — vigorously disputed by environmental groups — asserting that the agreement would cost 2.7 million jobs by 2025.

But he will stick to the withdrawal process laid out in the Paris agreement, which President Barack Obama joined and most of the world has already ratified. That could take nearly four years to complete, meaning a final decision would be up to the American voters in the next presidential election.
Republican lawmakers hailed Mr. Trump’s decision, calling it a necessary antidote to the overreach of Mr. Obama’s policies aimed at reducing planet-warming carbon emissions.



“I applaud President Trump and his administration for dealing yet another significant blow to the Obama administration’s assault on domestic energy production and jobs,” said Senator Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, the majority leader.

But Mr. Trump’s call for new global negotiations about the planet’s climate drew derision from Democrats in the United States and other heads of state.
President Emmanuel Macron of France and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada each issued rebukes to Mr. Trump. “Make our planet great again,” Mr. Macron said.

On Twitter, Miguel Arias Cañete, the European Union’s commissioner for climate, said that “today’s announcement has galvanized us rather than weakened us, and this vacuum will be filled by new broad committed leadership.”

Mr. Obama, in a rare assertion of his political views as a former president, said, “The nations that remain in the Paris agreement will be the nations that reap the benefits in jobs and industries created.”
“Even in the absence of American leadership; even as this administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future; I’m confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we’ve got,” Mr. Obama said.

In recent days, Mr. Trump withstood withering criticism from European counterparts who accused him of shirking America’s role as a global leader and America’s responsibility as history’s largest emitter of planet-warming greenhouse gasses.
 



                The U.S. Is the Biggest Carbon Polluter in History. It Just Walked Away From the Paris Climate Deal.            


                The United States has emitted more planet-warming carbon dioxide into the atmosphere than any other country. Now it is walking back a promise to lower emissions.            

















After a fierce debate inside the administration, the White House on Thursday took on the trappings of a celebration. The Rose Garden was packed with reporters, activists and members of Mr. Trump’s administration. Scores of staff members lined the sides of the Rose Garden as a military band played soft jazz.

Supporters of the Paris agreements reacted with pent-up alarm, condemning the administration for shortsightedness about the planet and a reckless willingness to shatter longstanding diplomatic relationships.
“Removing the United States from the Paris agreement is a reckless and indefensible action,” said Al Gore, the former vice president who has become an evangelist for fighting climate change. “It undermines America’s standing in the world and threatens to damage humanity’s ability to solve the climate crisis in time.”

Corporate leaders also condemned Mr. Trump’s action.
On its website, I.B.M. reaffirmed its support for the Paris agreement and took issue with the president’s contention that it was a bad deal for American workers and the American economy.
“This agreement requires all participating countries to put forward their best efforts on climate change as determined by each country,” the company said. “I.B.M. believes that it is easier to lead outcomes by being at the table, as a participant in the agreement, rather than from outside it.”

Mr. Immelt, the chairman and chief executive of General Electric, took to Twitter to say he was “disappointed” with the decision. “Climate change is real,” he said. “Industry must now lead and not depend on government.”


But Mr. Trump was resolute.
“It is time to put Youngstown, Ohio; Detroit, Mich.; and Pittsburgh, Pa., along with many, many other locations within our great country, before Paris, France,” he said. “It is time to make America great again.”
The mayor of Pittsburgh, Bill Peduto, responded on Twitter, “I can assure you that we will follow the guidelines of the Paris Agreement for our people, our economy & future.”



Continue reading the main story
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President Donald Trump just landed himself a juicy movie role by pulling the United States out of the landmark Paris Climate Agreement.

Filmmakers behind “An Inconvenient Sequel,” a documentary that covers the accord’s signing and stars Al Gore, will update the movie to include Trump’s Thursday withdrawal from the emissions-cutting deal before it hits theaters in July.

The highly criticized move “will appear in the final film,” a spokesperson for Paramount Pictures told TheWrap. The studio is releasing the movie with Participant Media.



Also Read: Al Gore Will Keep 'Open Line of Communication' With Trump on Climate (Exclusive Video)



Including the development not only makes the doc timely, it will likely help keep narrative pace. The climax of the film sees Gore riding through the streets of Paris, wheeling and dealing to get people on board for the agreement ahead of United Nations 2015 Climate Change Conference.

“Inconvenient Sequel” is a follow-up to Davis Guggenheim’s Oscar-winning 2006 film “An Inconvenient Truth,” which followed Gore’s efforts to convince legislators and the public of the devastating effects of climate change.




Bonnie Cohen and Jon Shenk directed the sequel, which premiered the day before Trump took office at January’s Sundance Film Festival.



Also Read: Angry Emoji: Mark Zuckerberg, Silicon Valley Execs Strongly Dislike Trump's Climate Deal Pullout

“Removing the United States from the Paris Agreement is a reckless and indefensible action,” Gore said in response to Trump’s decision.

“It undermines America’s standing in the world and threatens to damage humanity’s ability to solve the climate crisis in time. But make no mistake: if President Trump won’t lead, the American people will,” he concluded.

“An Inconvenient Truth”  opens in limited release on July 28, and expands wide on August 4.
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[image: Uri Singer, Geena Davis, Lois Smith, Jon Hamm, Marjorie Prime]
Producer Uri Singer and actors Geena Davis, Tim Robbins, Lois Smith and Jon Hamm, "Marjorie Prime"

Photographed by Jana Cruder for TheWrap
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Jon Hamm, "Marjorie Prime"

Photographed by Jana Cruder for TheWrap
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Lois Smith, "Marjorie Prime"
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Uri Singer, "Marjorie Prime"
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Geena Davis, "Marjorie Prime"
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Writer-director Shawn Christensen and stars Elle Fanning, Michelle Monaghan, Logan Lerman, Blake Jenner, "Sidney Hall"
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Actresses Elle Fanning and Michelle Monaghan, "Sidney Hall"
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Actors Elle Fanning, Michelle Monaghan, Logan Lerman, Blake Jenner, "Sidney Hall"
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Elle Fanning, "Sidney Hall"
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Blake Jenner, "Sidney Hall"
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Michelle Monaghan, "Sidney Hall"
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Writer-director Shawn Christensen, "Sidney Hall"
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Actors Julia Ormond, Martin Donovan and Peter Dinklage with writer-director Mark Palasky, "Rememory"
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Actor Peter Dinklage, "Rememory"
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Mark Donovan, "Rememory"
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Julia Ormond, "Rememory"
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Mark Palasky, "Rememory"
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Thomas Sadoski, "The Last Word"
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Actress Shiri Appleby, actress Judy Greer, director Janicza Bravo, actress Nia Long, co-writer-star Brett Gelman, "Lemon"
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Judy Greer, "Lemon"
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Shiri Appleby, "Lemon"
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Nia Long, "Lemon"
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Director and co-writer Janicza Bravo, "Lemon"
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Actor and co-writer Brett Gelman, "Lemon"
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Actor Nnamdi Asomugha, actress Natalie Paul, writer-director Matt Ruskin, actor Lakeith Stanfield, "Crown Heights"
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Lakeith Stanfield, "Crown Heights"
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Matt Ruskin, "Crown Heights"
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Natalie Paul, "Crown Heights"
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Nnamdi Asomugha, "Crown Heights"
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Director Evgeny Afineevsky, "Cries From Syria"
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Actress Alfre Woodard, actor DeRon Horton, writer-director Gerard McMurray, executive producer Common, and actors Tosin Cole and Trevor Jackson, "Burning Sands"
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DeRon Horton, "Burning Sands"
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Alfre Woodard, DeRon Horton and  Gerard McMurray, "Burning Sands"
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Tosin Cole, "Burning Sands"
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Trevor Jackson, "Burning Sands"
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Executive producer Common, "Burning Sands"
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Alfre Woodard, "Burning Sands"
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Director Andrew Dosunmu, "Where is Kyra?"
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Erica Sashin, Marina Zenovich, Lynne Kirby, Stacey Offman, "Water and Power"
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Director Jack Henry Robbins, "Hot Winter"
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Tim Robbins, "Hot Winter"
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Director Kitty Green, "Casting Jonbenet"
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Director Brian Knappenberger, "Nobody Speak"
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Sundance 2017: Jon Hamm, Peter Dinklage and Elle Fanning among the stars shot by photographer Jana Cruder in Park City
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Leonardo DiCaprio, Bette Midler, Barack Obama and Al Gore all weighed in on the president's announcement.


On Thursday, President Donald Trump, as expected, announced his plans to withdraw the U.S. from the Paris Climate Agreement. While reports since Wednesday had said Trump was planning to leave the deal, reached by former President Barack Obama in 2015, it wasn't official until Thursday afternoon's Rose Garden ceremony.

Many Hollywood stars, politicians and other notable figures had already weighed in on Trump's expected move, criticizing the president for his anticipated action. When it was made official, though, more notables quickly took to Twitter to respond, as Democrats like Chuck Schumer, Bernie Sanders, Kamala Harris and Adam Schiff bashed the Trump's decision.

Hillary Clinton called it "a historic mistake." Clinton tweeted, "The world is moving forward together on climate change.Paris withdrawal leaves American workers & families behind." Her husband, Bill, also criticized the decision. "Walking away from Paris treaty is a mistake. Climate change is real. We owe our children more. Protecting our future also creates more jobs," the former president tweeted.

Obama swiftly released a statement, reading in part: "A year and a half ago, the world came together in Paris around the first-ever global agreement to set the world on a low-carbon course and protect the world we leave to our children. ... The nations that remain in the Paris Agreement will be the nations that reap the benefits in job and industries created. I believe the United States of America should be at the front of the pack. But even in the absence of American leadership; even as this Administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future; I'm confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we got."

Disney CEO Bob Iger announced that he would be stepping down from the president's council. "As a matter of principle, I've resigned from the President's Council over the #ParisAgreement withdrawal," Iger tweeted. 

And Tesla CEO Elon Musk said he would follow through on his threat to leave the White House advisory council in light of the decision. "Am departing presidential councils. Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world," the tech entrepreneur tweeted.






Meanwhile, former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright tweeted, "Withdrawing from the Paris accord turns a symbol of American leadership into a symbol of American isolation. Damages our economy and security."

Hollywood figures like Leonardo DiCaprio, George Takei, Chelsea Handler and Leslye Headland responded with jokes and harsh criticism of the president's announcement.

"Trump is having the U.S. pull out of the Paris Climate Accord," Takei wrote. "Too bad someone didn't tell his father that he shoulda pulled out, too."






The departure is a major blow to worldwide efforts to combat climate change and a significant break with U.S. allies abroad. Trump said the U.S. would try to negotiate re-entry on better terms.


A historic mistake. The world is moving forward together on climate change. Paris withdrawal leaves American workers & families behind.

— Hillary Clinton (@HillaryClinton) June 1, 2017


As a matter of principle, I've resigned from the President's Council over the #ParisAgreement withdrawal.

— Robert Iger (@RobertIger) June 1, 2017


Walking away from Paris treaty is a mistake. Climate change is real. We owe our children more. Protecting our future also creates more jobs.

— Bill Clinton (@billclinton) June 1, 2017


The Secretary-General's statement on the US decision to withdraw from the #ParisAgreement: https://t.co/HL8N8fYc07

— UN Spokesperson (@UN_Spokesperson) June 1, 2017


Trump's decision to withdraw the US from the Paris climate agreement is an abdication of American leadership and an international disgrace.

— Bernie Sanders (@SenSanders) June 1, 2017


.@POTUS withdrawal from Paris Accord will forever damage our planet and our standing in the world. There is no Planet B, Mr. President.

— Adam Schiff (@RepAdamSchiff) June 1, 2017


Abandoning the Paris accords will be horribly destructive to the Earth and horribly destructive for New York City.

— Bill de Blasio (@NYCMayor) June 1, 2017


Rose Garden Photo-Ops That May Not Age Well: beer bash after House passage of AHCA, brass band for US exit from Paris Climate agreement.

— Alex Wagner (@alexwagner) June 1, 2017


Decision to withdraw from the #ParisAgreeement was wrong for our planet. Apple is committed to fight climate change and we will never waver.

— Tim Cook (@tim_cook) June 2, 2017


Withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement is a four year process. The stakes for 2020 just got that much higher.

— Alex Wagner (@alexwagner) June 1, 2017


Trump is having the U.S. pull out of the Paris Climate Accord. Too bad someone didn't tell his father that he shoulda pulled out, too.

— George Takei (@GeorgeTakei) June 1, 2017


Withdrawing from the Paris accord turns a symbol of American leadership into a symbol of American isolation. Damages our economy & security

— Madeleine Albright (@madeleine) June 1, 2017


New York is committed to meeting the standards set forth in the Paris Accord regardless of Washington’s irresponsible actions. #ActOnClimate

— Andrew Cuomo (@NYGovCuomo) June 1, 2017


Leaving the Paris Agreement is indefensible. It's bad for our kids & grandkids, for economic development & for our position in the world.

— Kamala Harris (@SenKamalaHarris) June 1, 2017


1) If Dems are smart, they should call for immediate meetings w POTUS to determine how to get back in the Paris Agreement

— Mark Cuban (@mcuban) June 1, 2017


Pulling out of the Paris Accord... pic.twitter.com/Gn8HKwI568

— Leslye Headland (@LeslyeHeadland) June 1, 2017


Here's the thing… Even if climate change were fake (it isn't), the would STILL be objectively better if countries follow the Paris Accord.

— Keith Calder (@keithcalder) June 1, 2017


#BreakingNews on #ParisClimateAgreement pic.twitter.com/KS1Twn5Xb3

— Chuck Schumer (@SenSchumer) June 1, 2017


Am departing presidential councils. Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world.

— Elon Musk (@elonmusk) June 1, 2017


My statement on Today’s Decision by the Trump Administration to Withdraw from the Paris Agreement: https://t.co/eDEFv5b1nS pic.twitter.com/SzHJU3D0Mr

— Al Gore (@algore) June 1, 2017


Today, our planet suffered. It’s more important than ever to take action. #ParisAgreement https://t.co/FSVYRDcGUH

— Leonardo DiCaprio (@LeoDiCaprio) June 1, 2017


Is it possible that Trump thinks The Paris Climate Accord is a Warped Tour band and that's why he's so against it? I mean, I would be.

— Jake Fogelnest (@jakefogelnest) June 1, 2017


As the Mayor of Pittsburgh, I can assure you that we will follow the guidelines of the Paris Agreement for our people, our economy & future. https://t.co/3znXGTcd8C

— bill peduto (@billpeduto) June 1, 2017


I’m guessing that Donald Trump doesn’t see the irony in making his announcement to leave the Paris Agreement while standing in a garden.

— Chelsea Handler (@chelseahandler) June 1, 2017


We're already feeling impacts of climate change. Exiting #ParisAgreement imperils US security and our ability to own the clean energy future

— Joe Biden (@JoeBiden) June 1, 2017


Disappointed with today’s decision on the Paris Agreement. Climate change is real. Industry must now lead and not depend on government.

— Jeff Immelt (@JeffImmelt) June 1, 2017


Withdrawing from the Paris Accord devastates our economy, our planet, & our children. This isn't leadership. It's an insult to humanity. https://t.co/rEPXAbKVg9

— Tom Perez (@TomPerez) June 1, 2017


President Trump's decision defies all common sense. Withdrawing from #ParisAgreement is reckless. #ActOnClimate https://t.co/D8Z1eqOOsb

— Nancy Pelosi (@NancyPelosi) June 1, 2017


It'll be great to see all the economic progress in blue states & cities that continue to embrace science & the Paris deal.

— Kal Penn (@kalpenn) June 1, 2017


Short-sighted #DonaldTrump quits Climate Accords. Think of all the time effort & money poured into this & he bails giving BigOil a windfall.

— Bette Midler (@BetteMidler) June 1, 2017


There has never in US history been such a destructive megalomaniac in the WH. Thank you to US press and other numbskulls who put him there.

— Bette Midler (@BetteMidler) June 1, 2017


We have to stop this asshole. This is urgent. You have to vote in 2018.

— John Legend (@johnlegend) June 1, 2017


Trump is our national embarrassment.

— John Legend (@johnlegend) June 1, 2017


Trump’s abandonment of the Paris Climate Deal demonstrates once again that he is void of basic business acumen, foresight, or initiative.

— Gavin Newsom (@GavinNewsom) June 1, 2017


Pulling out of the Paris Climate Deal is a total denial of reality & the future. The policy embodiment of Trump's giant comb over.

— Adam McKay (@GhostPanther) June 1, 2017


he is an evil man https://t.co/bA02F22B1R

— ROSIE (@Rosie) June 1, 2017


FIRE SCOTT PRUITT - EPA HEAD - DEAR GOD THIS IS FUCKING INSANE

— ROSIE (@Rosie) June 1, 2017


Withdrawing from the #ParisAgreement will be devastating to our planet. Paris and Pittsburgh share the same environment after all. pic.twitter.com/QNO5vHtmEF

— Scott Kelly (@StationCDRKelly) June 1, 2017


America First! Earth Last! #ParisClimateAccord

— Michael Moore (@MMFlint) June 1, 2017


USA to Earth: FUCK YOU

— Michael Moore (@MMFlint) June 1, 2017


Trump just committed a crime against humanity. This admitted predator has now expanded his predatory acts to the entire planet. #ParisAccord

— Michael Moore (@MMFlint) June 1, 2017


Take action by supporting these organizations on the front lines of this fight: @IndivisibleTeam @StandUpAmerica @NRDC #ParisAgreement

— Leonardo DiCaprio (@LeoDiCaprio) June 1, 2017


Today Trump and his enablers have made my country the laughingstock of the world.

— Danny Zuker (@DannyZuker) June 1, 2017


Does your idiot father @realDonaldTrump actually believe that the Paris Climate Accord is about helping the people of Paris? Do you? OMFG. https://t.co/yC149XucIY

— rj cutler (@rjcutler) June 1, 2017


. @realDonaldTrump I ask humbly to remember your children, their children & all children will be left to live w/the results of your decision pic.twitter.com/dnYQ2dH4Cz

— KATY PERRY (@katyperry) June 1, 2017


2017...the year science, reason and accountability died. https://t.co/0idQGE1jHK

— Josh Gad (@joshgad) June 1, 2017


How is stepping away from the Paris Climate change agreement 'Making America Great Again' America is one of the biggest polluters on the

— Michelle Rodriguez (@MRodOfficial) June 1, 2017


Not only is Trump killing the Republican Party, he wants to make their mascot extinct.

— Jason Reitman (@JasonReitman) June 1, 2017


Trump is such a good businessman he decided to flood his buildings and golf courses with sea water. Four dimensional chess.

— Timothy Simons (@timothycsimons) June 1, 2017


Trump is stone cold stupid. That's right @realDonaldTrump is an intellectually impotent little man who needs to b impeached #ParisAgreeement

— Montel Williams (@Montel_Williams) June 1, 2017


We are deeply disappointed that the United States federal government has decided to withdraw from the Paris Agreement.

— Justin Trudeau (@JustinTrudeau) June 1, 2017
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Celebrities Respond as President Trump Backs Out of Paris Accord | Variety

The Washington Post

November 2nd, 1922.

Arctic Ocean Getting Warm; Seals Vanish and Icebergs Melt.

(The newspaper article was located in the Library of Congress archives by James Lockwood.)

I have taken the trouble to type out the archive report from a grainy newspaper clipping which was the basis for the above headline because it is so interesting in view of the present hysteria concerning contemporary arctic sea ice melt

November, 1922. MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW

THE CHANGING ARCTIC

BY George Nicolas Ifft

(under date of October 10, 1922, the American Consul in Norway submitted the following report to the State Department, Washington, D.C.)

The Arctic seems to be warming up. Reports from fishermen, seal hunters, and explorers who sail the seas about Spitzbergen and the eastern Arctic, all point to a radical change in climatic conditions, and hitherto unheard of high temperatures in that part of the earth’s surface.

In August, 1922, the Norwegian Department of Commerce sent an expedition to Spitzbergen and Bear island under the leadership of Dr Adolf Hoel, lecturer on geology at the University of Christiana. Its purpose was to survey and chart the lands adjacent to the Norwegian mines on those islands, take soundings of the adjacent waters, and make other oceanographic investigations.

Dr Hoel, who has just returned, reports the location of hitherto unknown coal dposits on the eastern shors of Advent Bay – deposits of vast extent and superior quality. This is regarded as of first importance, as so far most of the coal mined by the Norwegian companies on those islands has not been of the best quality.

The oceanographic observations have, however, been even more interesting. Ice conditions were exceptional. In fact, so little ice has never before been noted. The expedition all but established a record, saling as far north as 81 degrees 29 minutes in ice-free water. This is the farthest north ever reached with modern oceanographic apparatus.

The character of the waters of the great polar basin has heretofor been practically unknown. Dr Hoel reports that he made a section of the Gulf Stream at 81 degrees north latitude and took soundings to a depth of 3,100 meters. These show the Gulf Stream very warm, and it could be traced as a surface current till beyond the 81st parallel. The warmth of the waters makes it probable that the favorable ice conditions will continue for some time.

Later a section was taken of the Gulf Stream off Bear Island and off the Isfjord, as well as a section of the cold current that comes down along the west coast of Spitbergen off the south cape.

In connection with Dr Hoel’s report, it is of interest to note the unusually warm summer in Arctic Norway and the observations of Capt. Martin Ingebrigtsen, who has sailed the eastern Arctic for 54 years past. He says that he first noted warmer conditions in 1918, that since that time it has steadily gotten warmer, and that today the Arctic of that region is not recognizable as the same Arctic region of 1868 to 1917.

Many old landmarks are so changed as to be unrecognizable. Where formerly great masses of ice were found, there are now often morraines, accumulations of earth and stones. At many points where glaciers formerly extended far into the sea they have entirely disappeared.

The change in the temperature, says Capt. Ingebrigtsen, has also brought about great change in the flora and fauna of the Arctic. This summer he sought for white fish in Spitsbergen waters. Formerly great shoals of them were found here. This year he saw none, although he visited all the old fishing grounds.

There were few seal in Spitzbergen waters this year, the catch being far under the average. This, however, did not surprise the captain. He pointed out that formerly the waters about Spitzbergen held an even summer temperature of about 3 degrees Celsius; this year recorded temperatures of about 15 dgrees Celsius, and last year the ocean did not freeze over even on the north coast of Spitzbergen.

With the disappearance of white fish and seal has come other life in these waters. This year herring in great shoals were found along the west coast of Spitzbergen, all the way from the fry to the veritable great herring. Shoals of smelt were also met with.

(yeah, 1922.  95 years ago.)
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As President Trump announced his plans for the U.S. to exit the Paris climate change accord, the Weather Channel used its website to prove what an extremely bad idea that is.

Weather.com is currently awash in stories detailing the effects of climate change on the planet. They’re appropriately apocalyptic. Headlines include “So What Happens to Earth Now?,” “Still Don’t Care? Proof You Should,” “…And More Proof,” “…And Even More Proof.”

It’s clear the site is calling out Trump and his supporters for the president’s long-standing claims climate change is a hoax — specifically perpetrated by the Chinese to put the U.S. at an economic disadvantage.



Also Read: 11 Times Fox News Hosts Criticized Donald Trump (Photos)



The Paris agreement seeks to engage countries around the world to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to try to reverse climate change. Its purpose is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions with the goal of keeping global temperatures from continuing to climb. Negotiated in 2015 and enacted in 2016, the agreement’s goal is long-term: to work to prevent global temperatures from rising to 2 degrees Celsius or more above the average seen during the pre-industrial age by 2100.

Also Read: All 18 Movies and Shows Steve Bannon Wrote, Directed or Produced (Photos)

The Associated Press reports pulling out of the agreement could mean an additional 3 billion tons of carbon added to the atmosphere each year.




The Weather Channel is trying desperately on its website to convince people in the U.S. that climate change should be taken seriously. One story focuses on the disappearing California coast line due to rising sea levels. Another details how a collapsing ice shelf in Antarctica is about to create an iceberg the size of Wales, U.K.

Other stories detail how climate change is killing the Pine Barrens of New Jersey, and how while the lobster population on the coast of Maine is currently booming, baby lobster populations are cratering.



Also Read: 12 Times Merriam-Webster Dictionary's Twitter Trolled Trump Team - With English (Photos)

During his announcement, Trump claimed the world was laughing at the U.S. for its involvement in the agreement. It should be noted that 195 countries are taking part in the Paris accord — including China, alleged environmental hoax perpetrator.

 
10 Women Who Have Left Fox News Shows, From Megyn Kelly to Laurie Dhue (Photos)




							1 of 12						

The Roger Ailes and Bill O’Reilly scandals have cast even some old departures in a new light



Fox News has enhanced the careers of numerous women who have served as hosts. All were hired by Roger Ailes, the former network boss who exited in August 2016 amid a sexual harassment scandal.
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Tech world blasts withdrawal from Paris agreement | TheHill
President Trump’s announcement that the U.S. will withdraw from the Paris climate accord was met with concern in most corners of the tech industry, which had largely been lobbying against the move in recent days.
"I spoke with President Trump on Tuesday and tried to persuade him to keep the U.S. in the agreement. But it wasn’t enough," Apple CEO Tim Cook wrote in a memo to employees, according to reports.
"Climate change is real and we all share a responsibility to fight it. I want to reassure you that today’s developments will have no impact on Apple’s efforts to protect the environment," he added.
Microsoft President Brad Smith said his company met with White House and State Department officials to urge the administration to stay in the agreement.
“We remain steadfastly committed to the sustainability, carbon and energy goals that we have set as a company and to the Paris Agreement’s ultimate success,” Smith wrote in a blog post on LinkedIn.
“Our experience shows us that these investments and innovations are good for our planet, our company, our customers and the economy.”

Microsoft was part of a group of tech companies that took out full-page ads in The New York Times and Wall Street Journal arguing in favor of the agreement.
"Withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement is bad for the environment, bad for the economy, and it puts our children's future at risk," wrote Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg in a post. His company was among those who joined Microsoft in taking out the ad. "For our part, we've committed that every new data center we build will be powered by 100% renewable energy."
Amazon, also part of that coalition, took to Twitter to show its support for the climate accord. 
1/4 Amazon continues to support the Paris climate agreement and action on climate change.
— Amazon News (@amazonnews) June 1, 2017
2/4 We believe that robust clean energy and climate policies can support American competitiveness, innovation, and job growth.
— Amazon News (@amazonnews) June 1, 2017
3/4 We remain committed to putting our scale and inventive culture to work in ways that are good for the environment and our customers.
— Amazon News (@amazonnews) June 1, 2017
4/4 For more information on our commitment to sustainability, visit our website https://t.co/LrnVdML0el
— Amazon News (@amazonnews) June 1, 2017
Google CEO, Sundar Pichai echoed Amazon's sentiment in his own tweet.
Disappointed with today’s decision. Google will keep working hard for a cleaner, more prosperous future for all.
— Sundar Pichai (@sundarpichai) June 1, 2017
The president’s move also prompted Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk to make good on his threat to resign from the White House advisory councils that he was on.
Am departing presidential councils. Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world.
— Elon Musk (@elonmusk) June 1, 2017
While other tech companies — such as IBM and Intel — represented on those councils expressed concern, the move did not immediately lead to any other resignations.
Uber, who's CEO Travis Kalanick, previously held a position on Trump's Strategic and Policy Forum before stepping down in February, voiced its disapproval of the President's decision.
"Today’s announcement from President Trump that the United States will not honor the agreement is a huge disappointment," wrote Andrew Salzberg, head of transportation policy and research at Uber. "Addressing rising temperatures is vital to ensuring the continued health and prosperity of populations across the globe."
Updated: 8:25 p.m.
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Bob Iger Exits Trump Advisory Council Over Paris Accord Withdrawal | Deadline

(UPDATE with further statement) There’s more fallout today from President Donald Trump’s decision to pull the United States out of the Paris Accord on Climate Change – and it’s coming from the Happiest Place on Earth.



Joining Tesla boss Elon Musk, Disney CEO Bob Iger announced today that he too is leaving POTUS’ White House Advisory Council because of America withdrawing from the international environmental deal that almost every nation is a signatory to.


As a matter of principle, I’ve resigned from the President’s Council over the #ParisAgreement withdrawal.

— Robert Iger (@RobertIger) June 1, 2017



Not long after Disney sent out a slightly more detailed statement from Iger that covered the same territory.  “Protecting our planet and driving economic growth are critical to our future, and they aren’t mutually exclusive,” the global media giant head honcho said. “I deeply disagree with the decision to withdraw from the Paris Agreement and, as a matter of principle, I’ve resigned from the President’s advisory council.”

As Hollywood expresses outrage over the call by the former Celebrity Apprentice host, this is not the first time the House of Mouse chief has encountered controversy for his role on the President’s Strategic and Policy Forum. Back in March and amidst criticism from some, the deep pocketed Hillary Clinton supporter told Disney’s annual shareholder meeting that it was “in the best interest of the company and its values” to be a member of the CEO heavyweight group. Iger also said to the Denver gathering that being on Trump’s council offers a “privileged opportunity to have a voice in the room.”

Guess the only media boss on the Forum felt that opportunity lost its value post-Paris. Not that Iger had been hanging around the West Wing that much of late to begin with.



 In early February, the recently reupped Disney chairman and CEO did not attend a planned meeting of the Council in the White House to instead be at a board meeting at company HQ in Burbank.  To be fair, Iger was never formally included on the list to attend that February 3 get together but many assumed he would because of the high altitude company.


RelatedDisney Extends Bob Iger’s Contract To July 2019
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Vatican would see U.S. Paris deal exit as slap in face - official
By Philip Pullella
VATICAN CITY (Reuters) - The Vatican, which under Pope Francis' insistence has strongly backed the Paris climate change deal, would see a U.S. exit as a slap in the face and a "disaster for everyone," a senior official said on Thursday.
At their meeting last month, the pope gave U.S. President Donald Trump a signed copy of his 2015 encyclical letter that called for protecting the environment from the effects of climate change and backed scientific evidence that it is caused by human activity.
Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin urged Trump in a separate meeting not to quit the Paris accord.
"If he really does (pull out), it would be a huge slap in the face for us," said Bishop Marcelo Sanchez Sorondo, head of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, which has hosted numerous international conferences on climate change.
"It will be a disaster for everyone," he told the Rome newspaper La Repubblica. In a telephone call with Reuters, Sanchez Sorondo confirmed the comments in the newspaper.
Trump was due to announce his decision later on Thursday. A source briefed on the decision has told Reuters in Washington that he will follow through on his campaign pledge to pull the United States out of the global agreement.

For more news videos visit Yahoo View, available on iOS and Android.
The accord, agreed on by nearly 200 countries in 2015, aims to cut emissions blamed for global warming. The United States committed to reducing its own by 26 to 28 percent, compared with 2005 levels, by 2025.
Sanchez Sorondo said he believed the U.S. oil lobby was behind the decision and that the industry had "manoeuvred" Trump.
A withdrawal "would not only be a disaster but completely unscientific," he said. "Saying that we need to rely on coal and oil is like saying that the earth is not round. It is an absurdity dictated by the need to make money."
Trump has called the idea of global warming a hoax.
In March, Cardinal Peter Turkson, the pope's point man for the environment, immigration and development, urged Trump to listen to "dissenting voices" and reconsider his position on climate change.
Former U.S. President Barack Obama helped broker the Paris accord and praised it during a trip to Europe this month.
Canada, the European Union and China have said they will honour their commitments to the pact if the United States withdraws.
(Reporting by Philip Pullella; Editing by Tom Heneghan)
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Tom Steyer: Trump's Paris exit a 'traitorous act of war'

Billionaire climate activist Tom Steyer called President Trump a traitor if he makes good on his promise and exits the Paris climate change agreement.

"If Trump pulls the US out of the #ParisAgreement he will be committing a traitorous act of war against the American people," Steyer tweeted.

Steyer was very active during the presidential campaign through his group, NextGen Climate, and has become a leading activist in an agenda that supports moving the nation toward 100 percent renewable energy over the next 25 years.

He joins a number of environmental groups criticizing Trump's decision to withdraw from the Paris Agreement.

It's an "epic blunder," said David Arkush, managing director of Public Citizen's climate program, the group founded by former Green Party candidate Ralph Nader.

Erich Pica, president of Friends of the earth, called on all nationsto impose sanctions on the United States in response to Trump's decision.

All nations should "assert heavy economic and diplomatic pressure to compel the Trump administration to take serious climate action to protect people and the planet," Pica said.

The Environmental Working Group said Trump joins the ranks of Syrian dictator Bashar Assad in rejecting the Paris climate deal. Syria and Nicaragua are the only two countries that did not sign onto the 197-nation accord.

"Pulling the nation out of this pact would only further cement in the minds of Americans and others around the globe that the president has no sense of moral responsibility to protect future generations from the ravages of climate change," said the group's president, Ken Cook.
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The 11 Dumbest Reactions to Trump Quitting the Paris Climate Accord [Updated!] :: Grabien News
The Paris climate accord is a largely symbolic gesture that even supporters acknowledge lacks enforcement mechanisms and, even if successful, will have a statistically insignificant impact on the climate.
 Reuters reports that U.S. carbon emissions will fall over the next decade — regardless of whether America remains in COP21 treaty. 
 Nevertheless, the news that Trump is officially withdrawing America from the accord has brought on a level of hyperbole that is almost ... anti-science in its sheer disproportionality. 
 As of 6:31 PM, here are the 11 dumbest reactions to Trump's decision thus far. 
 11. Democratic super-donor Tom Steyer — who as an investor in many green-tech companies is anything but a disinterested party — thundered that Trump is "committing a traitorous act of war against the American people."
 10. John Kerry, one of the deal's leading negotiators, said Trump is not helping the "forgotten Americans" he pledged to elevate, but instead will give their kids asthma (perhaps as soon as this summer!).
  
 
   9. The ACLU, an organization ostensibly centered around civil rights, offered the bizarre claim that leaving the Paris agreement is "a massive step back for racial justice and an assault on communities of color across the U.S." 
  
 [image: ]
  
 8. CNN's Fareed Zakaria upped the crazy a notch higher, telling Jake Tapper "this will be the day that the United States resigned as the leader of the free world."
  
 
   7. Elon Musk, who runs three companies that all depend to some degree on the idea that carbon dioxide will destroy planet Earth, said he takes America's removal from this largely symbolic agreement so seriously that he's going to make up the difference and stop crisscrossing the world in a private jet. Just kidding, he said he's resigning his symbolic post on a symbolic presidential council. 
  
 [image: ]
  
 6. Barack Obama, breaking again with the tradition of erstwhile presidents refraining from attacking their successors, channeled his inner Miss Cleo, arguing he knows what the future holds, and Trump's decision means America now "joins a handful of nations that reject the future." (Obama's prophesy, for those wondering, foretells a "low-carbon" world that showers wealth upon fellow believers.) 
 5. MSNBC's Donny Deutsch, apparently seeking a compelling way to express his philosophical differences with Trump, said the president "is a sociopath." Also, "very dangerous."
 4. John Kerry — yes, he appears twice in this list — also released a lengthy statement on Facebook, in which he made the utterly-lacking-in-perspective take that Trump's decision "will rightly be remembered as one of the most shameful any president has made." Really? Worse than FDR locking up innocent Japanese Americans? Worse than President Adams outlawing criticism of his administration, and jailing critics? Worse than JFK's Bay of Pigs fiasco? Think before you Facebook, Mr. Kerry!
 3. Serial fabricator/MSNBC anchor Brian Williams intoned that "on a sunny day in the Rose Garden," President Trump delivered a "dark speech," and then approvingly quoted an Obama official who likened Trump to Hugo Chavez. 
  
 
    2. Apparently of the opinion that Kathy Griffin pretending to behead Trump wasn't quite distasteful enough, an editorial cartoonist for the Australian Financial Review, David Rowe, likened Trump leaving the Paris agreement to ... beheading the entire planet. 
  
 [image: ]
  
 1. And New York's Daily News takes the cake. Trying to recapture the glory of its notorious "Ford to City: Drop Dead" headline from the 70s, tomorrow's front-page will appear thusly:
 [image: ]
 Editor's Note: This post will be updated as more responses come in. Stay tuned!
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Trump Withdraws US From Paris Climate Accord " CBS Philly

By Kevin Liptak and Jim Acosta

WASHINGTON (CNN/CBS) — President Donald Trump announced from the White House Rose Garden Thursday that the United States is withdrawing from the Paris climate accord, a major step that fulfills a campaign promise while sparking global outcry.

“Therefore, in order to fulfill my solemn duty to protect America and its citizens, the United States will withdraw from the Paris climate accord,” Trump said.

The president said that he will begin negotiations to re-enter the Paris accord or an entirely new transaction “with terms that are fair to the United States.”

Trump called the agreement “draconian.”

“This agreement is less about the climate and more about other countries gaining a financial advantage over the U.S.,” Trump said.

Trump Urging World Leaders To Call Him Directly On Cell Phone

Following Trump’s speech, Germany, Italy and France said in a joint statement that the accord will not be renegotiated.

The White House began informing members of Congress Thursday afternoon that Trump planned to pull out of the U.S. from the landmark agreement, according to a congressional source.

In talking points delivered to Trump’s allies, the White House characterized the Paris agreement as a job killer that placed undue burdens on American taxpayers.

“The Paris Accord is a BAD deal for Americans, and the President’s action today is keeping his campaign promise to put American workers first,” the talking points read. “The accord was negotiated poorly by the Obama administration and signed out of desperation. It frontloads costs on the American people to the detriment of our economy.”

Trump and Vice President Mike Pence were calling lawmakers, including House and Senate leaders, in the hours leading up to the announcement to get input on his climate decision, a Republican source said.

In triggering the official withdrawal process, Trump will spark a lengthy process that won’t conclude until November 2020 — the same month he’s up for re-election.

The president campaigned against the climate agreement as a candidate, and those close to him suggest he’s ready to fulfill those promises to remove the U.S. from the 195-country deal. The move would isolate the U.S. in a global effort to curb the warming of the planet, and leave an opening for countries like China to fill the leadership void.

The U.S. is now one of three countries that are not taking part in the deal. The other two are Syria and Nicaragua.

Pressure to remain in the Paris accord has been intense, however, including from some of Trump’s closest aides.

But a person familiar with Trump’s thinking said the president was convinced he needed to withdraw from the pact, and there was little chance of talking his out of it.

Trump, a former reality star himself, advertised the announcement in a tweet late Wednesday. Earlier in the day, he told reporters he was “hearing from a lot of people both ways.”

Social Media Having Fun Trying To Define Trump’s ‘Covfefe’

On Thursday morning, senior administration officials would not reveal the precise mechanism the U.S. would utilize to execute the decision.

Trump would have several options, including triggering a years-long withdrawal process or taking the more drastic step of removing the U.S. from the United Nations climate treaty. He could also declare the Paris agreement a treaty that requires Senate approval, which isn’t likely to come from the Republican-controlled body.

Lawyers and other administration aides have planned a withdrawal announcement, but recognize Trump has changed his mind at the last minute previously on important decisions where outside forces are pressuring him to moderate his position.

As news emerged Wednesday that Trump planned to quit the Paris deal, business leaders and foreign heads-of-state began castigating the decision as a woeful abandonment of US leadership. Elon Musk, the chief executive of Tesla, said he would resign from White House business councils if Trump followed through.

Apple CEO Tim Cook also urged Trump to reconsider.

Inside the West Wing, attempts to sway Trump’s thinking also continued apace. Trump’s daughter and senior adviser, Ivanka, has worked to ensure her father heard pro-Paris voices over the last several months, and has continued to press for a decision short of a full withdrawal.

Ivanka Trump and her allies, including Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and Trump’s chief economist Gary Cohn, have pressed Trump to alter the U.S. commitments to the Paris agreement without fully pulling out of the accord.

A Republican familiar with Trump’s decision-making said the expected announcement could include some attempts to satisfy his daughter’s point of view, but didn’t specify what that might include.

Kathy Griffin Releases Photo Holding A Severed Trump Head

But anti-Paris voices, led by chief strategist Steve Bannon and EPA administrator Scott Pruitt, have appeared to won out. In conversations with his advisers, Trump has cited the affect a withdrawal would have on the states where he won by the largest margins, including in the Rust Belt and the western plains.

That’s a reflection of Trump’s “America First” governing policy, which he’s sought to bolster since taking office. Trump was pressured heavily by his foreign counterparts during last week’s G7 meetings in Sicily to remain in the deal, but his advisers say he felt little obligation to concede to that point of view.

On Wednesday, global figures began reiterating their own commitment to the Paris deal as Trump prepared to withdraw. Chinese premier Li Keqiang, visiting Germany, said his country would remain committed to combating climate change, despite US moves.

And European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker declared Europe was ready to act as a global climate leader in the US absence.

“The vacuum that would be created has to be filled, and Europe has aspirations for a natural leadership in this whole process,” he said in Berlin.

The-CNN-Wire ™ & © 2017 Cable News Network, Inc., a Time Warner Company. All rights reserved.
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Trump announces US is pulling out of Paris climate deal | Daily Mail Online
Donald Trump pulled the United States out of the Paris accord on climate change on Thursday afternoon - deriding it as bad for American jobs and bad for the environment.
He dared opprobrium from foreign leaders, environmentalists, scientists and celebrities to say he was putting the jobs of American workers first.
'We don't want other leaders and other countries laughing at us any more. And they won't be. They won't be,' Trump declared. 'I was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris.'
Before he even sat down, his predecessor Barack Obama launched an all-out assault, saying Trump 'joins a small handful of nations that reject the future'. 
The leaders of France, Germany and Italy said the decision was 'regrettable' and that the deal was 'non-negotiable'. 
Elon Musk, the Tesla billionaire, said he was quitting advising the White House, tweeting: 'Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world.'
SCROLL DOWN FOR VIDEO 




 




President Donald Trump took the United States out of the Paris climate accord on Thursday in a dramatic Rose Garden statement which lashed out at foreign leaders

 




America first: Trump was unrepentant in saying he was standing up for U.S. interests


Trump complained in the White House's Rose Garden that major polluters like China are allowed to increase their emissions under the agreement in a way that the US cannot. India is hinging its participation on billions of dollars of foreign aid.
'The bottom line is that the Paris Accord is very unfair, at the highest level, to the United States,' he said. 
He argued later, 'The agreement is a massive redistribution of United States wealth to other countries.'
'This agreement is less about the climate and more about other countries gaining a financial advantage over the United States,' he contended.
 TRUMP'S KEY WORDS ON CLIMATE DEAL
  On the accord... 
As of today the United States will cease all implementation of the nonbinding Paris Accord and the draconian financial and economic burdens the agreement imposes on our country. 
This includes ending the implementation of the National Determined Contribution and – very importantly – the Green Climate Fund, which is costing the United States a vast fortune. 
The bottom line is that the Paris Accord is very unfair, at the highest level, to the United States. 
On its cost... 
Compliance...could cost America as much as 2.7 million lost jobs by 2025, according to the National Rconomic Research Associates.
The cost to the economy at this time [by 2050] would be close to $3 trillion in lost GDP and 6.5 million industrial jobs, while households would have $7,000 less income and in many cases much worse than that. 
America first... 
The Paris Agreement handicaps the United States economy in order to win praise from the very foreign capitals and global activists that have long sought to gain wealth at our country's expense. 
They don't put America first. I do and I always will. 
The same nations asking us to stay in the agreement are the countries that have collectively cost America trillions of dollars through tough trade practices, and in many cases, lax contributions to our critical military alliance. 
What he wants now...
We want fair treatment for its citizens and we want fair treatment for our taxpayers. 
We don't want other leaders and other countries laughing at us anymore. And they won't be. They won't be. 

 
Trump said he would  end the United States' participation in the United Nations' Green Climate Fund for the same reason.
The UN program asks developed countries to provide billions in foreign aid on top of what the US already gives. 
'Many of the other countries haven't spent anything, and many of them will never pay one dime,' he said. 

In another slap at the European leaders who'd lobbied him last week to stick with the agreement, including France's Emmanuel Macron, Trump said his Paris exit is 'a reassertion of America's sovereignty.'
'Foreign leaders in Europe, Asia and across the world should not have more to say with respect to the US economy that our own citizens and their elected representatives,' Trump proclaimed.
Trump told off naysayers in a lengthy explanation of his decision and the effect he expects it to have on the US economy as the sun beat down on his audience.
For nearly half an hour Trump railed against the accord he said would result in 'lost jobs and a very diminished quality of life' for families in America. 

'The Paris Agreement handicaps the United States economy in order to win praise from the very foreign capitals and global activists that have long sought to gain wealth at our country's expense. They don't put America first. I do and I always will,' he said.
He outlined what he said the accord would do to the American economy: 2.7 million lost jobs by 2025; $3 trillion in lost GDP by 2050; and an average household income loss of $7,000.


Trump said he would be willing to get back in the accord, or one that has the same goals, but only if he is allowed to renegotiate the terms of the United States' participation.

Among Trump's reasons for leaving the Paris agreement was the 'massive legal liability' that administration lawyers had warned him about.
The Republican president also said he could not back the agreement 'in good conscience,' from an environmental stand point.
'As someone who cares deeply the environment, which I do,' Trump said, 'I cannot in good conscience support a deal that punishes the United States -- which is what it does -– the world's leader in environmental protection, while imposing no meaningful obligations on the world's leading polluters.'
Trump specifically named India and China as countries that can do what they like to the detriment of the United States' economy.
'China will be allowed to build hundreds of additional coal plants. So we can't build the plants, but they can, according to this agreement,' he said. 'India will be allowed to double its coal production by 2020. Think of it: India can double their coal production. We're supposed to get rid of ours. 
'Even Europe is allowed to continue construction of coal plants,' the president said. 
Trump ended months of speculation in the afternoon Rose Garden event that was promoted with all the anticipation of a major press conference.
He sided with conservative groups over world leaders and his daughter Ivanka, declaring that the accord poses a dire threat to the American economy and jobs market.

Sitting in the front row for Trump's outdoor speech was chief strategist Steve Bannon, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt and Vice President Mike Pence – all of whom were part of a push to leave the agreement. 

Ivanka was not there to see more conservative advisers applaud loudly as her father said the United States was out of the treaty. Neither was her husband, Jared Kushner, one of his closest aides, who had also been pressing Trump to stay in, especially if the US could lower the percentage by which it has to cut its emissions.
Trump said Thursday that he would be willing to sit down with world leaders and discuss a new deal for the United States that serves the country's interests.
The leaders of Germany, Italy and France rejected his offer in a joint statement immediately after.
 




Good day in the office: Steve Bannon, the President's chief strategist, was one of the major voices behind pulling out and was in the front row for the announcement 

A White House official could not name a country that had expressed interest in new negotiations during briefing with reporters shortly after.
All the Trump representative could say was that it was the administration's belief that US allies were going to want to make a deal to keep America - the world's second largest polluter - in the accord.
 POLITICOS AND CELEBRITIES REACT
  'Removing the United States from the Paris Agreement is a reckless and indefensible action.' ~ Al Gore  
'What President Trump did today by withdrawing from the Paris Climate Accord is an international disgrace.' ~Sen. Bernie Sanders 
'Trump is having the U.S. pull out of the Paris Climate Accord. Too bad someone didn't tell his father that he shoulda pulled out, too.' ~ George Takei  
'Trump alienates allies, walks away from #ParisAgreement & sabotages health care. His presidency is all destruction and no accomplishments.' ~Sen. Tim Kaine 
'California will resist this misguided and insane course of action.' ~ California Gov. Jerry Brown 
'Today, our planet suffered. It's more important than ever to take action.' ~Leonardo DiCaprio 
'Am departing presidential councils. Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world.' ~ Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk 
'Today's decision is a setback for the environment and for the U.S.'s leadership position in the world.' ~Goldman Sachs CEO Lloyd Blankfein
'Congratulations President Bannon.' ~ The Sierra Club 






 
 
'They have a strong interest in finding common ground with the United States,' the official said. 'We don't want to get out of ahead of ourselves here,' the person added as reporters fired off follow ups.
Even if the US were allowed to adjust the terms of its participation in the agreement, it would not matter at the moment.
An official who briefed the press could not say what a good deal would like in the president's eyes.
Prior to the announcement, an official told DailyMail.com that the United State was unhappy with its nationally determined contribution to greenhouse gas reduction in the agreement.
Barack Obama committed the US to a 26 to 28 percent reduction of emissions from 2005 levels by 2025. The official said the NDC was too aggressive.
At Thursday's briefing on the agreement, a senior official could not provide a ballpark range for reduction when pressed by DailyMail.com. 
The briefer would not comment on Trump's overall position on climate change, either –telling reporters to 'stay on topic' when it came up.
Trump presented himself Thursday as an environmentalist and shared concerns that the Paris agreement in some ways does not go far enough. 
He said in a 2012 tweet that was not far off from his other comments in the Rose Garden that climate change was a 'hoax,' though, and has slammed the idea that human activity has contributed to the warming of the planet.
Asked about Trump's beliefs on Tuesday, White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer told a reporter, 'Honestly, I haven't asked him. I can get back to you.'
The president's current thinking was still an unknown on Thursday. A senior official who was put behind the podium to answer questions on Paris provided the same excuse as Spicer.
'I have not talked to the president about his personal views,' the official said.
A week ago, an official close to the talks said of Trump's position on climate change: 'I think what's not real is the environmentalist sort of conception of it, which is this like notion that we're on the cusp of a major apocalypse.
'Is the climate changing? Has it changed, sure. But that's like a trite point. So what. The point is sort of, what's driving it? What are the factors that are driving it. What's the human impact?'
Continuing the official said, 'Do we care about that? Yeah, sure, we care about answering those questions...the federal government will continue to fund science and continue to try to get the best science back from our scientists.'  

 OBAMA'S FURY AT TRUMP MOVE
  Obama issued a statement while the president was still speaking, saying: 
A year and a half ago, the world came together in Paris around the first-ever global agreement to set the world on a low-carbon course and protect the world we leave to our children.
It was steady, principled American leadership on the world stage that made that achievement possible. It was bold American ambition that encouraged dozens of other nations to set their sights higher as well. 
And what made that leadership and ambition possible was America's private innovation and public investment in growing industries like wind and solar – industries that created some of the fastest new streams of goodpaying jobs in recent years, and contributed to the longest streak of job creation in our history. 
Simply put, the private sector already chose a low-carbon future. And for the nations that committed themselves to that future, the Paris Agreement opened the floodgates for businesses, scientists, and engineers to unleash high-tech, low-carbon investment and innovation on an unprecedented scale. 
The nations that remain in the Paris Agreement will be the nations that reap the benefits in jobs and industries created. I believe the United States of America should be at the front of the pack. 
But even in the absence of American leadership; even as this Administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future; I'm confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we've got. 


 
World leaders reacted with anger and defiance after President Trump's announcement.
With France's Emmanuel Macron taking the lead, they lashed Trump's decision as misguided and vowed to defend an accord they portrayed as crucial for the planet's future.
In an exceptional step, continental Europe's three biggest economies - Germany, France and Italy - issued a joint statement to criticise Trump's move and slap away his offer of renegotiating the deal.
'We note the United States' decision with regret,' they said, describing the carbon-curbing accord as 'a vital tool for our planet, our societies and our economies.'
'We are firmly convinced that the agreement cannot be renegotiated,' they added, referring to Trump's announcement that Washington was open to negotiating a new agreement.
In London, British Prime Minister Theresa May told Trump, during a phone call in which he informed her of his decision, that the climate accord was a safety net for future generations, Downing Street said.
'The Paris Agreement provides the right global framework for protecting the prosperity and security of future generations, while keeping energy affordable and secure for our citizens and businesses,' May told Trump by phone, it said in a statement.
New Zealand's Climate Change Minister Paula Bennett said that 'so much of what (Trump) said is wrong', arguing that America was not paying a disproportionate cost to be part of the deal.
Australia's Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said the agreement was meaningful even without Washington's participation.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called Trump to express his disappointment at the decision, but said he was inspired by 'the growing momentum around the world to combat climate change and transition to clean growth economies'.
Prime Minister Trudeau's Environment Minister Catherine McKenna said: 'Canada is deeply disappointed at the U.S. position. The Paris agreement is a good deal for Canada and it's a good deal for the world.'
'No one country can stop action on climate change.' 
Mexican ministers said the world had a 'moral imperative' to live up to the commitments made in the Paris climate pact, while Brazil's foreign ministry said it was concerned and disappointed by Washington's move.
Venezuela and Argentina also denounced the decision.
Fiji's Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama, who will serve as president of UN climate talks in Germany later this year, labelled Trump's announcement 'deeply disappointing'.
'While the loss of America's leadership is unfortunate, this is a struggle that is far from over,' he said.
In unusually strong comments, Japanese environment minister Koichi Yamamoto said: 'It's as if they've turned their back on the wisdom of humanity.
'In addition to being disappointed, I'm also angry.'
For days, Trump had been hinting that he would make an announcement on Paris this week, but he would not say what he had decided, even after US officials told reporters Wednesday that he was pulling out.
The White House tipped its hand just an hour before the president spoke when it distributed a set of 'talking points' to allied organizations that proclaimed, 'The Paris Accord is a BAD deal for Americans, and the President's action today is keeping his campaign promise to put American workers first.'
The document said the US is exiting the international climate accord because it is in the best interest of US economy.
A successful businessman before he was elected, Trump has already taken steps to end the 'job-killing' regulations his predecessor enacted in order to bring the US in line with the environmental pact. 
In a May 26, 2016 speech to a gas- and oil-friendly crowd in Bismarck, North Dakota, he had declared flatly: 'We're going to cancel the Paris climate agreement.'
Trump also said then that if he were elected he would stop making payments to United Nations programs that fight global warming.
The talking points the White House gave to conservative organizations on Thursday said, 'The Accord was negotiated poorly by the Obama Administration and signed out of desperation.'
'It frontloads costs on the American people to the detriment of our economy and job growth while extracting meaningless commitments from the world's top global emitters, like China. The U.S. is already leading the world in energy production and doesn't need a bad deal that will harm American workers.'


Trump, the most unpredictable U.S. president in a century, performed as expected in his speech directly after, despite sending signals of ambivalence about his yes-or-no decision during the week and telling reporters that he was 'hearing from a lot of people, both ways.'
Asked if he was leaning toward an exit, Trump would only say:  'You're going to find out very soon.'


European allies had begged Trump not to ditch the pact  last week, and the White House said the president was considering their position, even though that did not appear to be the case on Thursday. Trump specifically smacked leaders in 'Europe' and 'Asia' - the two continents he just visited.

When White House sources said he was pulling out on Wednesday morning, the reports set off worldwide condemnation led by the United Nations secretary general.
The Vatican called the move a 'slap in the face' before it was announced. 
Bishop Marcelo Sanchez Sorondo, head of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, said: 'If he really does [pull out], it would be a huge slap in the face for us. It will be a disaster for everyone.'
The Holy See's government was among those that had asked Trump not to back away from Paris. The Pope gave the US president a copy of his climate change document. 

 PRIME MINISTERS, PRESIDENTS AND BUSINESS TAKE ON TRUMP
 Countries which have decided to stay in Paris were swift to speak out about the impending move to pull out of the climate accord including:
United Nations: Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said: 'Climate change is undeniable. Climate change is unstoppable. 
'Climate solutions provide opportunities that are unmatchable.'
Finland: Finnish Prime Minister Juha Sipila said climate change won't be reversed 'by closing your eyes' and called the expected withdrawal 'a big setback'.
China: Will reiterate support for Paris agreement this week during visit by prime minister Li Kequiang to Europe, European Union official told Reuters
European Union: President of the European Parliament Antonio Tajani said: 'Climate change is not a fairy tale. It is a tough reality which affects peoples' daily lives.'      
Vatican: Bishop Marcelo Sanchez Sorondo, head of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, said: 'If he really does [pull out], it would be a huge slap in the face for us. It will be a disaster for everyone.' 

 
Microsoft, Apple, Facebook, Google, Gap, Mars and Tiffany & Co. joined a group of large businesses in publishing an open letter to Trump asking him not to end the United States participation in the global warming agreement.
Their ask ran as a full page ad in The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal on Thursday. 
Minutes after Trump's announcement, Tesla's Elon Musk said he was cutting ties with the White House.
'Am departing presidential councils. Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world,' Musk tweeted.
Hours later, Disney CEO Bob Iger made the same announcement. 
'As a matter of principle, I've resigned from the President's Council over the #ParisAgreement withdrawal,' Iger tweeted. 
The billionaire had warned Wednesday that he would no longer participant in White House councils if Trump went ahead with his plans to exit Paris.
It was apparent Thursday, that the president didn't care. 

WHAT WAS PARIS AGREEMENT?
 The Paris Agreement is the first large-scale global agreement to combat what scientists say is climate change, coming together at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in 2015 and adopted on December 12.
On Earth Day of 2016, April 22, it was opened for signatures and enough European countries signed on so that the agreement entered into force on November 4, 2016, four days before Donald Trump was elected president of the United States.
China and the United States had already committed to backing the deal in September 2016, with their greenhouse gas output accounting for nearly 40 percent of the world's emissions. To go into legal force, countries accounting for 55 percent of the world's emissions had to sign on.
The deal asks that the countries signing on reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Right now 147 countries have ratified the agreement to the 197 who attended the convention. 
The aim is to keep warming below 2 degrees Celsius - 3.6F - this century.
Part of the reason the Paris Agreement was successful was that ratifying countries can decide independently how to reduce their emissions rather than being told how much to cut by.
 Counties, instead, put forward their best efforts through 'nationally determined contributions.'  
The binding part of the agreement makes countries report on their progress decreasing emissions, while the actual setting of emission-reduction targets is non-binding. 
The United States said it would try to reduce emissions from its 2005 level by 17 percent in 2020 and 26 to 28 percent by 2025.
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	Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn are getting ready for their final TV showdown tonight
	The Labour leader has a given speech on jobs today as his manifesto continues to impress voters
	Latest YouGov poll - the Conservative have a three point lead over Labour
	New Panelbase poll - the Tories have an eight point lead over Labour
	Labour is 17 points ahead in London, according to a poll in the capital
	A shock projection found that the Conservatives could lose seats, leading to a hung parliament
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Friday June 2 
9.40am Speaking in York, the Labour leader said Donald Trump is being "reckless and dangerous" by pulling out of the Paris climate change agreement. 
He attacked Theresa May opting for "silence" by not speaking out strongly enough against the US President's decision to quit the global pact to fight climate change. 
9.25 am Jeremy Corbyn is giving a speech in York and is setting out plans to create a million "high quality" jobs by investing £250 billion in industry.
He said: "When Labour talks about job creation we mean decent jobs, jobs which pay a real living wage, which people can get by on, and which give people a sense of pride and purpose.” 
9am New Panelbase poll results (May 26 – June 1): CON 44 (-4) LAB 36 (+3) LD 7 (NC) UKIP 5 (+1) GRN 3 (+1)
8.30am The Conservative and Labour leaders will appear separately on the BBC1 Question Time special tonight, as the Prime Minister has refused to take part in TV debates. 
8am Nicola Sturgeon told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme, that Labour “are not strong enough in Scotland to challenge the Tories”.
She added: “That’s why people who don’t want a Tory government with a bigger majority have to vote SNP on Thursday.”
7am The latest YouGov/ITV Wales poll of Welsh voters shows Labour on 46 per cent and the Conservatives on 35 per cent
Plaid Cymru are on 8 per cent, the Liberal Democrats are on 5 per cent, and UKIP are on per cent. 
Thursday June 1
10pm: As campaigning continued Mrs May took questions from workers at a furniture factory in Pontefract, before heading to Derby for a rally with Tory activists at Pride Park.
Addressing around 100 supporters in a lounge at the football ground, the Prime Minister insisted she was "optimistic" about Britain's future.
She added that votes in the Midlands were vital to stop Labour taking power propped up by the Lib Dems and SNP.
8pm: The odds of Jeremy Corbyn winning have shortened from from 14/1 to 4/1. Theresa May’s odds of re-election are 1/5.
Oddschecker spokesman Sam Eaton said: “If Jeremy Corbyn continues to follow the Donald Trump trend, expect his odds to slowly drift as we get nearer to the election, as high-staking punters lap up the extra value on May. 
“However, it may well be that on June 9th we are looking at a third shock result in two years as the UK election follows the pattern of both the US election and the EU Referendum.”
6.20pm: Speaking in Edinburgh, SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon said: "As the polls narrow across the rest of the UK, whether or not the Tories can increase their majority could come down to the outcome in Scotland. 
“So while they may still be on track to win the election in the rest of the UK, Scotland now has the opportunity to hold the Tories firmly in check.”
Scottish Conservative leader Ruth Davidson, who was on the campaign trail in South Queensferry, said: "Too many SNP MPs in the last two years have failed to meet the standards we expect of them, and have failed to deliver.” 
6pm: YouGov's controversial model now projects that the Tories will win 317 seats, well above Labour at 253 seats. 
4pm: A poll of 1,000 Londoners, by YouGov, found that the Conservatives could potentially lose four seats in the capital.
Based on the poll, two seats -  – Croydon Central and Hendon - are expected to change hands to the Labour Party. 
The Liberal Democrats would also step in to take over Kingston and Surbiton, and Twickenham. 
3.10pm: Jeremy Corbyn is outlining Labour’s approach to Brexit saying he will strike “a deal that will allow us to upgrade our economy through public investment in infrastructure and high skilled jobs”.
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2.55pm: Labour is ahead by 17 points in London, a new YouGov poll has found.
The party is polling at 50 per cent in the capital and is on course for its best London result since 1997. The poll put the Conservatives on 33 per cent.
Professor Philip Cowley, director of the Mile End Institute at Queen Mary University of London, says that if the poll proves accurate then the Conservatives will lose four seats.
The survey suggests that Conservative Zac Goldsmith, who lost his seat in a recent by-election, will lose his bid to win back his seat in Richmond.
1.24pm: Taking questions from journalists in Middlesborough, the Prime Minister reiterated her “strong and stable” mantra and claimed that Jeremy Corbyn “has no plan for Brexit”.
Mrs May said that she told Donald Trump the importance of the Paris climate change agreement at the G7 summit last week, as the President pulls out of the treaty.
When asked about her vanishing poll lead, Mrs May said that the only poll that matters is the one next week.
1.18pm: Theresa May has said that Amber Rudd did “an absolutely excellent job” during last night’s debate.
Boris Johnson called the BBC audience “the most left-wing ever” earlier today, despite a BBC insisting that the crowd represented the political make-up of the UK.
1.11pm: Funding the NHS depends on having a strong economy in order to generate those funds, Mrs May has said.
“People should vote Conservative to make sure the economy doesn’t go down hill,” she added.
1.06pm: Mrs May says that this election is “not about the old tribal politics of the past” at a speech in Middlesborough – traditionally a Labour stronghold.
In a riff on Labour’s “for the many, not the few” slogan, the PM vowed to build a nation “not just for the privileged few, but for everyone”.
Mrs May was booed by the crowd for repeating her claim that “some people” would pursue the worst possible Brexit deal at the highest possible price.
12.50pm Theresa May is currently giving a stern speech on Brexit in Middlesbrough South after missing the BBC debate last night. 
The Prime Minister just said she has the the “determination and the plan” to take the UK out of the EU.  
Other party leaders mocked Theresa May for not showing up to last night's TV debate where Home Secretary Amber Rudd took her place. 
12.00pm: Bookies have seen a flurry of bets on Boris Johnson to become the next Prime Minister after last night’s BBC election debate.
Betfair spokesperson Naomi Totten said: “Boris Johnson was backed to a low of 12/1 this morning, perhaps a sign that punters think May will be ousted as leader given her lacklustre campaign performance.”
More than £500,000 was matched during the programme, with Jeremy Corbyn’s odds of becoming Prime Minister hiting a low of 4/1. Theresa May’s odds drifted slightly to 1/4.
Yesterday evening, Boris refused to answer five times whether he would run for Conservative leader if Mrs May resigned following an election loss.
Speaking on LBC, he eventually admitted: “Of course I’m ruling it out.
“What we want at this election is a strong administration led by Theresa. And that’s very much what I hope the British people will deliver.”
11.52am: Labour has released excerpts of a Brexit speech that Jeremy Corbyn will give later today.
Mr Corbyn will argue that leaving the EU without a deal “would be the worst outcome for Britain”. Theresa May has said no deal is better than a bad deal. 
“The Conservatives’ reckless approach has left us isolated and marginalised, increasing the chances of Britain crashing out of the EU without a deal,” he will say.
The Labour leader will also accuse Boris Johnson of lying to the public during the EU referendum campaign.
“We know the three Tories in whose hands Theresa May has placed our national future - David Davis, Boris Johnson and Liam Fox. 
“Now you know I don’t do personal attacks, so let me just say that in Labour’s Brexit team, there is no one who has fibbed to the British people about spending an extra £350m a week on the NHS because of Brexit, and nobody who has promised to use Brexit to slash workers’ rights or slash tax for big corporations in a continental race to the bottom.”
11.32am: A new Ipsos MORI poll for STV predicts that the SNP will remain the largest party in Scotland.
Among those who say that they are certain to vote. 43 per cent backed Nicola Sturgeon’s party, with Labour and the Conservatives both winning 25 per cent support.
When asked how they would vote in a second independence referendum, 47 per cent said that they would vote to leave, with 53 per cent saying that they would vote to remain.
Keep up-to-date with the latest Scottish opinion polls for the general election here.
11.09am: Theresa May will win the election with an increased majority, top pollsters have predicted.
The UK’s six top polling companies –  ICM, Ipsos MORI, ComRes, Opinium, Survation and YouGov – have all told Bloomberg that Mrs May is better positioned to win than Jeremy Corbyn.
Five of the six predict a majority of at least 40 seats, with Iposos MORI’s chief executive Ben Page saying she could even achieve a landslide of up to 200.
“In this type of election, which has switched back to two-party politics, once you start polling in the 40s you can win big.,” Mr Page said.
Adam Drummond, senior research manager at Opinium, said that the Conservatives should win a majority of 50 to 70, even if their lead continues to diminish.
He cites the party’s continued popularity among older voters "who always go out to vote”.
11.04am: Jeremy Corbyn will lay out his approach to Brexit negotiations today, two days after Theresa May accused him of having no plan.
The Labour leader has already said that he would approach negotiations “in a very serious way, primarily to gain and continue this tariff-free access to the European market”.
Speaking on Sunday, he said: "But we're not approaching the negotiations by threatening Europe, by threatening that if you don't give us everything we want on day one, we're going to walk away, slash corporation tax, give lots of giveaways to very big corporations in order to set up some kind of rival tax haven on the shores of Europe.
Theresa May will also talk Brexit today and will say: “The promise of Brexit is great, the opportunities before us are enormous.” 
9.56am: Mr Johnson says that it is a “good thing” that the polls are tightening leading up to the election.
He told the BBC: “If people feel it could go to the wire then as far as I’m concerned, that's great.
"I want people to focus on it - I want people to come out and vote. This is the most important election for a long time because we have to get Brexit right."
9.26am: Boris Johnson has said that last night’s BBC debate audience was the “most left-wing I’ve ever seen”.
He added: “You had Tim Farron and the Scottish Nationalists supporting Corbyn, and they would effectively be going into the negotiations in Brussels backing him up, but with a very different view of what they want the outcome of the Brexit talks to be.”
The BBC has clarified that the audience was selected by polling company ComRes to be “representative of the country demographically and politically”.
Mr Johnson also defended Theresa May’s decision not to take part in last night’s debate, saying it showed “wisdom”.
8.42am: YouGov's latest seat estimates are that the Conservatives will win 311 seats, Labour 255, the SNP 51 and the Liberal Democrats 10.
7.30am: Theresa May’s absence in last night’s debate showed “contempt for the British public”, Labour’s Andy McDonald has said.
Speaking on BBC Breakfast, he claimed that voters are “very much warming” to Jeremy Corbyn’s message.
The shadow transport secretary also spoke about Labour’s plans to renationalise the railways. He said that rail franchises cost “hundreds of millions of pounds”, money which could help deliver “fares that are affordable”.
Today Mrs May will talk Brexit in the north east of England, traditionally a Labour stronghold.
The Prime Minister is expected to give more detail on her post-Brexit immigration plans, and will say: “If we get Brexit right, we can be a confident, self-governing country once again. A country that takes the decisions that matter to Britain here in Britain.”
Mr Corbyn will be out in the south east, and Tim Farron is in London ahead of his Andrew Neil interview tonight,
12.15am: Theresa May’s bid to increase her Commons majority has been plunged into chaos after a recent poll showed the Labour party have reduced the Conservatives’ lead to just three points with only a week to go until Britain goes to the polls.
The YouGov poll for the Times, conducted over past two days (May 30-31), puts the Tories on 42 per cent with the Labour party close behind on 39 per cent.
The Tories three point lead is the lowest of the campaign so far, while Labour’s 39 per cent is the party’s highest poll result since February 2014.
The pollster, who garnered responses from 1,875 British adults, put the Lib Dems down two points on seven per cent, with Ukip behind on four per cent.
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Jeremy Corbyn could be set for a shock victory after closing the gap in his odds before election day
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Wednesday May 31
10.40pm: Theresa May is to call on voters on both sides of the Europe debate to come together in next week's General Election to give her a mandate to "fulfil the promise of Brexit".
In a bid to return Brexit to the heart of the General Election campaign after coming under fire for ducking a TV debate with other party leaders, Mrs May will use a high-profile speech in the North-East on Thursday to set out her vision of European Union (EU) withdrawal as part of a "great national mission" to build a stronger, fairer and more prosperous Britain.
10.00pm: Mr Corbyn claimed that the Home Secretary was not “credible” on the issue of living standards. 
He said: “You tried to take personal independence payment’s away from people with disabilities and then you turned yourselves around in a few days on that, you are not credible on this issue.” 
The Home Secretary blasted that his promises in the Labour manifesto would need a “magic money tree”.
She said: “Jeremy I know there is no extra payment you don’t want to add. No tax you don’t want to rise, but the fact is we have to concentrate our resources on the people who need it most. 
“We have to stop thinking as you do, that there is a magic money tree. You have to be accountable on the money you want to spend.”
9.00pm Jeremy Corybn criticised the Conservatives for not raising living standards during their time in power. 
Amber Rudd shot back that the Labour leader would not be able to provide his manifesto promises. 
The Home Secretary said: “We are a party who will always support those in most need and the welfare bill for helping people with disabilities has gone up £7billion in the past seven years and is now at £50billion. 
“We will always provide that safety net when it is needed.” 
7.53pm: Jeremy Corbyn has promised to deliver a country “for the many not just the few”.
The Labour leader said there would be no tax rises “for 95 per cent of tax payers” while adding that those with “most” will contribute more.
At the debate Mr Corbyn has also  promised to lift the pay cap on the public sector while introducing a new living wage of £10 an hour by 2020.
Ukip leader Paull Nuttal meanwhile promised to scrap the VAT on fuel bills and remove green levies, while also promising to raise the personal allowance to £13,500.
“People know how to spend their money better than any government,” he said.





Snap election 2017: The pictures politicians may not want you to see

Sat, May 27, 2017
Protests, fights and daleks, it's all happening as the politicians hit the campaign trail for the snap election 
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7.22pm: The BBC debate is about to begin. Find out how to watch it online here.
6.30pm: The BBC election debate will broadcast on BBC One at 7.30pm tonight.
Labour’s Jeremy Corbyn, Liberal Democrat Tim Farron, SNP deputy leader Angus Robertson and Ukip’s Paul Nutall will join Plaid Cymru leader Leanne Wood and the Green’s Caroline Lucas.
Home Secreatry Amber Rudd will step in to replace Theresa May.
BBC ELECTION DEBATE LIVE UPDATES
5pm: YouGov today updated its election result projection which shows that the UK is heading towards a hung parliament. WHAT IS A HUNG PARLIAMENT?
The latest projection puts the Conservatives at 311 seats, just below the 326 seats needed to get a majority in the House of Commons.  
YouGov founder Stephan Shakespeare said: “Currently our model is showing the Conservatives set to take 311 seats and Labour 255, the SNP on 51 and the Liberal Democrats on 10, putting us on hung parliament territory. 
“However these are just the midpoints and, as with any model, there is leeway either side. For example, the Tories could end up with as many as 344 and Labour as few as 227 – leading to an increased Conservative majority.” 
The Tory campaign was rocked this morning when the Times published the first YouGov projection using its new model.  
3.30pm: Theresa May has defended her decision to refuse to take part in the TV debate by saying that she is answering questions from voters on the campaign trail. 
“I think debates where the politicians are squabbling among themselves doesn’t do anything for the process of electioneering," she said.
"I think it’s about getting out and about, meeting voters and hearing directly from voters.”
1.49pm: Speaking at an event in Bath, Theresa May said that unless people vote for the Conservatives, they are voting for Jeremy Corbyn to become Prime Minister of a hung parliament.
1.30pm: The Conservative Party has said that “there are no changes to the Prime Minister’s plans” regarding tonight’s debate.
In a statement, Jeremy Corbyn said: “I will be taking part in tonight’s debate because I believe we must give people the chance to hear and engage with the leaders of the main parties before they vote.
“I have never been afraid of a debate in my life. Labour’s campaign has been about taking our polices to people across the country and listening to the concerns of voters.
“The Tories have been conducting a stage-managed arms-length campaign and have treated the public with contempt. Refusing to join me in Cambridge tonight would be another sign of Theresa May’s weakness, not strength.”
1.15pm: Lord Ashcroft has launched a new seat-by-seat poll which uses the MRP model – the same model which YouGov used to predict a hung parliament.
But Lord Aschcroft’s poll predicts a Tory majority of 142. He put the Conservatives on 396 seats, Labour on 180, the SNP on 47 and the Liberal Democrats on six.
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General election polls latest: Jeremy Corbyn reveals he will take part in the TV debate
12.20pm: Jeremy Corbyn has confirmed that he will appear in tonight's BBC debate and challenged the Prime Minister to go head-to-head with him.
He said: “It’s very odd that you have an election campaign where we go out and talk to people all the time and the Prime Minister seems to have difficulty in meeting anyone or having any debates.
“There is a debate in Cambridge tonight, I invite her to go to Cambridge and to debate her policies, debate her record, debate their plans, debate their proposals and let the public make up their mind.”
Leaving the rally in Reading, he added: "I have to go now because I'm going to Cambridge to get ready for the debate tonight because there is no hiding place.
"We'll put our views out there and let the public decide."
Noon: Jeremy Corbyn has taken to Twitter to challenge Theresa May to “come and debate me – any time, any place”.
The Labour leader tweeted: “Britain deserves to see the only two people who could be the next Prime Minister debate.”
Mrs May has refused to take part in tonight’s seven-way leaders’ debate on the BBC, sending home secretary Amber Rudd in her place.
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General election latest: Theresa May samples cheese at the Royal Bath and West Show
11.08am: Jeremy Corbyn has refused to rule out an informal pact with the SNP that could keep the Conservatives out of government in the event of a hung parliament.
Mr Corbyn has previously said that he would not enter into a coalition with the SNP, but following today’s YouGov poll, questions have been raised about a potential “confidence and supply deal”.
Such a deal could see the SNP backing a minority Labour government in House of Commons votes on motions of confidence and legislation which authorises the government to spend money.
10.30am: YouGov has clarified the polling methods used in its latest release, which predicts a hung parliament.
Pollsters interview around 7,000 people every day about their voting intentions, which over a week boils down to around 75 voters per constituency.
This data is used to create a model which estimates the way in which probability that a voter with specific characteristics will vote.
Using information from the UK Office of National Statistics, the British Election Study, and past election results, YouGov then estimates the number of each type of voter per constituency, and combines this with the date to produce a result.
This method of polling consistently predicted that Leave would beat Remain in the EU referendum, and that Hillary Clinton would win the popular vote in the US presidential election, but that midwestern battleground states were too close to call.
10.01am: Jeremy Corbyn says that Theresa May’s comment that he would be “naked in the negotiating chamber” was “inappropriate”.
The Labour leader says that he would approach Brexit negotiations seriously, but would not threaten Europe.
Shadow health secretary Jonathan Ashworth says that Labour would put more money into social care. He adds that the £72,000 proposed cap is “sound”, but says that Labour would consult on the plans.
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Theresa May meeting fishermen in Plymouth
9.52am: Speaking in Plymouth, Theresa May claimed that Labour wants “uncontrolled migration”. 
She said: "I want to ensure we are controlling migration because too high uncontrolled migration puts pressure on our public services but it also lowers wages at the lower end of the income scale.”
Mrs May was referring to The Telegraph’s front page, which reports that a leaked policy paper shows “Labour’s secret plan to increase migration”.
The paper reportedly proposes bringing back a special visa scheme for people seeking "low-skilled, unskilled and seasonal work" in the UK.
Jeremy Corbyn says that the document was one discussed by researchers, and that Labour’s policy can be found in its manifesto.
He adds that free movement would end when the UK leaves the EU, and that Labour will not make false promises about immigration, as Mrs May “is doing now”.

[image: Jeremy Corbyn speaking at a campaign event]GETTY
Jeremy Corbyn speaking at a campaign event
9.41am: Speaking in Plymouth, Theresa May said: "The only poll that matters is the one that's going to take place on June 8 and then people will have a choice as to who they want to see as leader, who they want to see as prime minister taking this country forward in the future, me or Jeremy Corbyn.
"I have the plan for the Brexit negotiations but I've also got a plan to build a stronger and more prosperous Britain and I'm confident we can do that because I believe in Britain and I believe in the British people."
9.35am: Speaking at a Labour event, Shadow health secretary Jonathan Ashworth said the Conservatives wanted to gloss over public services, but the public want proper answers.
9.20am: Jeremy Corbyn is holding a press conference on the NHS and schools, which he says are “anything but strong and stable”.
He is attacking Conservative tax cuts and austerity, reminding the audience that Labour will invest in public services and give public sector staff a pay rise.
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Election 2017: Jeremy Corbyn's Labour could prevent Theresa May's Conservatives from a majority
9am: A shock new projection has predicted a hung parliament, with Theresa May set to lose her parliamentary majority.
It puts the Conservatives on 310 seats – 20 less than they currently have and 16 short of a majority. Labour is on 257 seats – 28 more than it currently has, the SNP is on 50 seats – a loss of four and the Liberal Democrats are on 10 seats, down one.
The YouGov/The Times poll is the first to give a seat-by-seat estimate of the final result and allows for a wide margin of error.
If the prediction is accurate, it will be a major disappointment for Theresa May, who called for the election to “strengthen her hand” ahead of Brexit negotiations.
The pound fell sharply to a low of $1.279 against the dollar and €1.144 against the euro after the poll was released last night due to the uncertainty a hung parliament would produce.
Mr Corbyn was interviewed on BBC’s The One Show last night and was praised for his warm, “human” appearance.
The Labour leader spoke about his love of gardening and his part in the fight against apartheid.
He appeared alone, without his wife Laura Alvarez. Mrs May was joined by her husband Philip when she appeared on the chat show earlier this month.
Earlier in the day, Mr Corbyn suffered a set-back when he stumbled over the cost of Labour’s plan to offer free childcare during an interview on BBC Radio 4’s Woman’s Hour.
Theresa May spoke about Brexit at a campaign event in Wolverhampton, and claimed that Mr Corbyn would be “naked in the negotiating chamber” if elected as Prime Minister.
HOW MANY SEATS COULD LABOUR WIN?
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Franken: Clinton should ‘move on’ from election loss
Sen. Al Franken told Yahoo Global News Anchor Katie Couric Thursday that Hillary Clinton should “move on” from her failed presidential bid.
The Minnesota senator’s remarks come a day after Clinton told a tech conference she was unfairly targeted during the 2016 campaign, arguing the media paid more attention to her own personal scandals than reports of Russian interference in the election.
“I love Hillary. I think she is very prepared to be president of the United States … and I think she has a right to analyze what happened, but we do have to move on,” Franken said. “We have to move on by proving we are the party that cares about a lot of the people who voted for Donald Trump.”
Franken used Trump’s health care proposal as an example, noting that more Americans “say they have seen a ghost” than approve of the American Health Care Act.
“We are the ones fighting for average, working people,” Franken said.
He also criticized Trump’s decision to withdraw the United States from the Paris Climate Accord, calling the move to leave the landmark climate deal “sad” and “stupid.”
“Every other country in the world, except Syria and Nicaragua, has signed on. … This is an existential threat to us, to the rest of the world,” Franken said. “This is an enormous threat to the national security.”
Countering the argument Trump made when explaining his decision to pull out of the accord, Franken argued that the deal would boost the American economy.
“Renewable energy is cheaper than coal,” he said. “Coal jobs ain’t coming back.”
Franken’s interview comes as part of a tour promoting his new book, “Al Franken, Giant of the Senate.” The former “Saturday Night Live” comedian also reflected on the role of humor in the current political landscape and praised the show for its most recent season.
“I think it was great,” Franken said, adding that he most enjoyed actor Melissa McCarthy’s portrayal of Sean Spicer.
“I just went ‘holy mackerel,’” he said. “This is a classic and it was hilarious.”
Read more from Yahoo News:
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CNN host mocks Hillary: 'The Russians cloaked WI so she couldn't find on map' - The American MirrorThe American Mirror

Now even the Clinton News Network is mocking Hillary’s Blame Tour.

After Clinton pointed a finger at James Comey, Wikileaks, “1000 Russian agents,” prognosticators who played up an “assumption” she was going to win, and several other culprits on Wednesday for her November loss to Donald Trump, it all proved to be too much even for CNN.

During a round table discussion with DC reporters today, host John King dismissed her excuses by saying, “You don’t understand: The Russians cloaked Wisconsin,” referring to Clinton’s ignoring the battleground state until it was too late.

“So she couldn’t find it on a map to get there and campaign there,” he added.

Watch:
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The Complete (And Ever Expanding) List Of Hillary's Excuses For Election Loss | Daily Wire
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Louise Bernard named museum director for future Obama Presidential Center - Chicago Tribune

A luminary among the nation's museums devoted to African-American history was named the museum director at the future Obama Presidential Center, the foundation planning the center announced Wednesday.
Louise Bernard, outgoing director of exhibitions at the New York Public Library, will be charged with presenting the narrative of the Obama presidency and sustaining the legacy of the first African-American president.


Bernard previously was a member of the design team that helped develop the highly acclaimed National Museum of African American History and Culture, a Smithsonian Institution facility that opened to great fanfare in the National Mall in September.
She also serves as a key adviser for the International Museum of African American History in Charleston, S.C., which is scheduled to break ground at the end of this year.





"She's really a superstar," said Michael Boulware Moore, president and chief executive officer of the International African American Museum. "I'm sure President Obama and the first lady will have all kinds of thoughts about what they think should be in the museum. She will digest that and cull through it and there will be some back-and-forth."
"Her magic is coming up with dynamic ways of engaging people in interesting kinds of ways."
Scheduled to open in 2021, the Obama Presidential Center will rise in Jackson Park on the South Side. In a break from tradition, former President Barack Obama's official papers and artifacts will not be housed there but will be digitized and stored elsewhere by the National Archives and Records Administration and made available through loans.

 
The cost of the center is expected to be at least $500 million.




This month, Obama and his wife while in Chicago offered the first look at the design of the center, a campus of three buildings highlighted by an eye-catching museum, whose height and splaying walls would make a bold architectural statement.
Calling it a "transformational project for this community," the former president said he and his wife envisioned a vibrant setting that would be akin to Millennium Park, a destination for those drawn to the presidential center and the park itself.
"It's not just a building. It's not just a park. Hopefully it's a hub where all of us can see a brighter future for the South Side," the former president said.
Moore said Bernard, who has a Ph.D. in African American Studies and American Studies from Yale University, brings a firm grasp of the international African-American journey and an ability to integrate exhibits, architecture and landscape and the complexities of race to make a powerful impression that fulfills the Obamas' lofty goals. Under her direction, it likely will be impossible for visitors to tour the museum without realizing the historic significance of the first African-American in the White House, Moore said.
"She will be able to parse, distill a lot of the broad social nuances of his eight years and will be able to come up with some key deliverables in the sense of the museum experience that will be very valuable," Moore said.
Those with knowledge of the process said one of the first items on Bernard's agenda will be a series of listening sessions with a broad range of people and groups, including staff at the DuSable Museum and the Museum of Science and Industry, as well as community organizations, artists, and storytellers on the South Side.
Though Bernard is not from Chicago — she's originally from the United Kingdom — Moore said she excels at understanding the importance of place and incorporating that into the mission of a museum.
In Charleston, the museum will be situated on Gadsden's Wharf, where more than 100,000 enslaved Africans, including a paternal ancestor of Michelle Obama, stepped foot on American soil for the first time.
"(Bernard) quickly understood the power of the site and the history of colonial Charleston and the Low Country," Moore said. "She will easily understand the history of the South Side of Chicago and also infuse that into the museum in a way that grounds the overall experience."
The Obama Foundation's chief executive, David Simas, expressed confidence in Bernard's ability to make the Obama center much more than a traditional presidential museum.
"One of the key aspects of the Obama Presidential Center is a museum that does not just tell the story of the Obama Administration, but inspires individuals and communities to take on our biggest challenges," Simas said in a statement.
Bernard, also in a statement, said she hoped to carry out her new role in a way that inspires South Side neighbors, as well as Americans and people around the world.
"I look forward in bringing President and Mrs. Obama's remarkable story to the broadest possible audience," she said, "and to highlighting the crucial role of civic engagement in a way that is meaningful to local South Side residents."
Bernard's appointment follows a series of hires earlier this month including Lynn Taliento, a former McKinsey & Co. consultant, as chief program officer and Glenn Brown, a former executive at YouTube, Google and Twitter, as chief digital officer.
kskiba@chicagotribune.com 
mbrachear@chicagotribune.com 
Twitter @KatherineSkiba 
Twitter @TribSeeker
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O'Keefe facing $1 million lawsuit over video sting against Democrats | TheHill
Conservative activist James O’Keefe has been hit with a $1 million federal lawsuit over his organization’s video operation against Democrats before the 2016 election.

The suit was filed Thursday in a U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C. Robert Creamer, who was one of the individuals recorded in the video sting, and a firm known as Democracy Partners accuse O’Keefe and others of plotting to break D.C. laws against the secret recording of private conversations.

Project Veritas, O’Keefe’s nonprofit, released secretly recorded videos suggesting Democrats were involved in inciting violence at Trump rallies in October.


Creamer and Scott Foval, who was also seen in the video sting, left their jobs due to the undercover videos.
The lawsuit claims O’Keefe had arranged for an associate to obtain an internship at Democracy Partners under a false identity.
O’Keefe released a statement Thursday saying he and his organization were “on the right side of the law.”
“We will not be intimidated. We will not be silenced. We will find out who is funding this lawsuit. We will never stop exposing the truth. We will not back down,” he said. 
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AI will outperform humans in all tasks in just 45 years | Daily Mail Online
In less than 50 years, artificial intelligence will be able to beat humans at all of their own tasks, according to a new study.
And, the first hints of this shift will become apparent much sooner.
Within the next ten years alone, the researchers found AI will outperform humans in language translation, truck driving, and even writing high-school essays – and, they say machines could be writing bestselling books by 2049.
Scroll down for video 
In a new study, researchers from Oxford University’s Future of Humanity Institute, Yale University, and AI Impacts surveyed 352 machine learning experts to forecast the progress of AI in the next few decades.
The experts were asked about the timing of specific capabilities and occupations, as well as their predictions on when AI will become superior over humans in all tasks – and what the social implications of this might be.
The researchers predicted that machines will be better than humans at translating languages by 2024, writing high-school essays by 2026, driving a truck by 2027, and working in retail by 2031.
By 2049, they’ll be able to write a bestseller, and by 2053, they’ll be working as surgeons, they said.
According to the researchers, there’s a 50 percent chance artificial intelligence will outperform humans in all tasks in just 45 years.
And, by the same likelihood, they say machines could take over all human jobs in 120 years.
Some said this could even happen sooner.
 JOBS THAT PAY LESS THAN $20 ARE AT RISK OF ROBOT TAKEOVER 
  There is an 83 percent chance that artificial intelligence will eventually takeover positions that pay low-wages, says White House's Council of Economic Advisors (CEA).
A recent report suggests that those who are paid less than $20 an hour will be unemployed and see their jobs filled by robots over the next few years.
But for workers who earn more than $20 an hour there is only a 31 percent chance and those paid double have just a 4 percent risk.
To reach these numbers the CEA's 2016 economic report referred to a 2013 study about the 'automation of jobs performed by Oxford researchers that assigned a risk of automation to 702 different occupations'.
Those jobs were then matched to a wage that determines the worker's risk of having their jobs taken over by a robot.
'The median probability of automation was then calculated for three ranges of hourly wage: less than 20 dollars; 20 to 40 dollars; and more than 40 dollars,' reads the report.
The risk of having your job taken over by a robot, Council of Economic Advisers Chairman Jason Furman told reporters that it 'varies enormously based on what your salary is.' 
Furman also noted that the threat of robots moving in on low-wage jobs is, 'another example of why those investments in education to make sure that people have skills that complements automation are so important,' referring to programs advocated by President Obama. 

 
 
Artificial intelligence is fast improving its capabilities, and has increasingly proven itself in historically human-dominated fields.
The Google-owned algorithm AlphaGo, for example, just recently defeated the world’s top player in the ancient Chinese game Go, sweeping a three-game series.
After outperforming humans on numerous occasions, the algorithm – which has been anointed the new ‘Go god’ – is now retiring.
While AI is expected to benefit society in many ways, the researchers also say machines will present a new set of challenges.
‘Advances in artificial intelligence will have massive social consequences,’ the authors wrote.
‘Self-driving technology might replace millions of driving jobs over the coming decade.
‘In addition to possible unemployment, the transition will bring new challenges, such as rebuilding infrastructure, protecting vehicle cyber-security, and adapting laws and regulations.
‘New challenges, both for AI developers and policy-makers, will also arise from applications in law enforcement, military technology, and marketing.’
The news isn’t all bad, though.
In the survey, the researchers also determined the probability of an ‘extremely bad’ outcome, like human extinction as a result of AI, is only 5 percent.
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First robotic cop joins Dubai police
Dubai (AFP) - After bringing in Lamborghinis and Ferraris to patrol roads, Dubai police have enrolled a robotic officer, the first in a unit that aims to make up a quarter of the force by 2030.
The robotic cop stood to attention Wednesday night at the foot of Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest tower, as tourists and passersby snapped selfie souvenir photos by its side.
Wearing a police cap and moving on wheels, the robot features a computer touch-screen on its chest that can be used to report a crime or inquire about speeding tickets.
"Our aim is to raise the number of robots to 25 percent of the police force by 2030," said Brigadier Khaled al-Razzooqi, head of Smart Services at Dubai police.
The robot, to be deployed mainly at tourist spots, is equipped with a camera that transmits live images to the operations room and it can identify suspects wanted by police.
The main purpose is to "find a new way to deal with people", said Razzooqi, while acknowledging that robots could not replace humans on tasks such as making arrests.
Police in Dubai, a growing tourism hub which attracted nearly 15 million visitors last year, have previously attracted media attention by parading expensive luxury cars as patrol vehicles.






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.yahoo.com/tech/first-robotic-cop-joins-dubai-police-092135132.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Consider this before you assume you can have a long or lucrative career in the retail industry:

Up to half of all current jobs in the retail sector are likely to vanish because of e-commerce, automation of jobs and the closing of brick-and-mortar stores.

Millions of retail jobs — as we now know them — are going the way of gas station attendants. Just as ATMs replaced many bank tellers, automated check-out stations are supplanting retail clerks.

And have you watched in-store “shoppers” who do Amazon price checks while they’re standing in the aisles? Have you noticed how many of them leave the store without making a purchase when they found savings by buying online?

But more important to the overall economy than the disappearance of mostly low-income, entry-level jobs in the check-out lane is that the retail jobs likely to remain are requiring different skill sets.



And — another big consequence — the funnel is narrowing through which retail workers are able to get promotions to better-paying, career-type jobs.

One recent analysis, based on U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data, estimated that 7.5 million retail jobs are at risk due to computerization. That matters.

“At approximately 16 million workers, retail employment ranks third behind education and health services (22.7 million) and professional and business services (20.3 million),” according to the “Retail Automation: Stranded Workers?” report released in May.

The analysis by Cornerstone Capital Group for the Investor Responsibility Research Center Institute, gives a sobering look into the future of retail employment, especially for women who tend to dominate clerk or cashier jobs.

The retailers most likely to succeed are making documented transitions to serve online buyers. Point-of-sale automated kiosks, customer contact centers and automated warehouses are eliminating positions that people once held.

And then there’s workforce management software that better allows merchants to staff up or down as business demands rather than keeping staff on the clock without a good return on that investment.

And here’s another trend to watch: In the notably low-paying retail industry, the movement to mandate minimum wage increases could be a job eliminator at some companies, the report noted. 

Conversely, if the retail jobs pay better, they could attract higher caliber workers and help the retailer become a “high-touch, experience-based” organization that shoppers love to patronize.

The Quarterly E-Commerce Report, 4th Quarter 2016, by the U.S. Census said online sales accounted for more than 8 percent of total U.S. retail sales. That doesn’t sound like a lot. But e-commerce sales grew 14.3 percent from the fourth quarter 2015 while total retail sales grew just 4.1 percent.

Heed the comparative growth rates. If you’re aiming for a career at Amazon or somewhere else in the e-commerce world, there’s likely a career future in retail. But your odds probably aren’t as good walking the shop floor.


Related stories from  The Kansas City Star
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Waymo working on self-driving trucks | Reuters


Alphabet Inc's (GOOGL.O) self-driving car unit Waymo is working on developing self-driving trucks, the company said on Thursday.

Waymo, which is looking to expand its self-driving car efforts, expects autonomous vehicles to be able to take over longer distance trucking in the coming years, while allowing human drivers to handle local pickup and delivery routes.

"We're taking our eight years of experience in building self-driving hardware and software and conducting a technical exploration into how our technology can integrate into a truck," a Waymo spokesperson said in a statement.

Other companies have also been working on self-driving trucks. Ride services company Uber Technologies is working on autonomous trucking through its Otto unit, which it acquired last year.

 (Reporting by Ankit Ajmera in Bengaluru; Editing by Leslie Adler)
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Massive Big Sur landslide added 13 acres to Central California coast - LA Times

A massive landslide that engulfed Central California's Highway 1 has added 13 acres to the coastline.
Based on new aerial photographs, the May 20 slide in Big Sur created a bulge of land the size of 10 football fields, the East Bay Times reported Wednesday.


After a series of winter storms, more than 1 million tons of rock and earth slipped down a saturated slope in the Mud Creek area.
A quarter-mile of Highway 1 was covered by as much as 80 feet of stone and soil at its deepest point, Jonathan Warrick said. He is a U.S. Geological Survey research geologist who is leading a project to photograph the coast.





Photos taken by a plane a week after the slide were translated by computer into three-dimensional images. They showed the soil swept down into the Pacific Ocean, creating a new apron on land along a coastline usually beset with erosion.
“To witness the change of the coast in a constructional way — it's such a unique event,” said landslide expert Kevin Schmidt, a USGS scientist who was not involved in the project.
“Typically, we are losing the battle to wave action,” he said. “It has been a number of decades since something this large increased our land mass.”


 
The California Department of Transportation has estimated it could take millions of dollars and more than a year to repair the highway.




Caltrans won't get rid of the land that fell into the Pacific but it won't last, said Gary Griggs, professor of earth sciences and director of the Institute of Marine Sciences at UC Santa Cruz.
“It's probably relatively short-lived,” he said. “It might take a couple years or a decade, but it'll erode.”









ALSO
Diver dies while searching for abalone off Mendocino County coast
Accuser in Oakland police sex abuse scandal settles claim for nearly $1 million
Single-payer healthcare is popular with Californians — unless it raises their taxes
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San Diego faces heightened risk of major earthquakes, studies say - LA Times
 New research released this week found that a fault under the heart of San Diego can produce stronger and more frequent earthquakes than previously thought.
It’s the second study in recent months pointing to heightened quake risks in the San Diego area.
Here is a breakdown:
[image: This map of earthquake faults shows the general route of the Newport-Inglewood/Rose Canyon fault system, which extends from San Diego along the coast to Huntington Beach, Long Beach and into the Westside of Los Angeles.]This map of earthquake faults shows the general route of the Newport-Inglewood/Rose Canyon fault system, which extends from San Diego along the coast to Huntington Beach, Long Beach and into the Westside of Los Angeles. (California Geological Survey / Google Maps)

ROSE CANYON FAULT
More, stronger quakes than previously believed
San Diego’s Rose Canyon fault produces powerful earthquakes more frequently than once believed, according to researchers from San Diego State University.
SDSU scientists who studied the fault in Old Town determined that the system — which before about 1990 was thought to be inactive — generates a magnitude 6.5 to 6.8 earthquake about once every 700 years.
Seismologist Tom Rockwell said that earlier work indicated that such quakes occur every 1,000 to 1,500 years on the 40-mile-long fault, which extends from San Diego Bay, through Old Town and across Mission Valley, and up Rose Canyon through Mt. Soledad, to offshore at La Jolla.
The fault is known to extend as far north as Oceanside offshore.
“A powerful quake in the mid-to-upper 6s could cause liquefaction around San Diego and Mission bays and locally in Mission Valley, and cause the land to be offset across the fault, which would damage buildings,” said Rockwell, one of California’s most experienced seismologists.
The research team said they also found evidence at a dig site in Old Town that the strike-slip fault has produced at least two additional quakes in the magnitude 5.0 to 6.0 range in recent centuries— shaking referred to as background seismicity.
Read more about the research here.
[image:  ]&nbsp; (USGS)

WHY L.A. SHOULD WORRY ABOUT SAN DIEGO’S ROSE CANYON FAULT
The prospect of a simultaneous earthquake from L.A. to San Diego
In March, scientists proved how San Diego’s Rose Canyon should give residents of Los Angeles and Orange counties something to worry about. 
Researchers said the discovery of missing links between earthquake faults shows how a magnitude 7.4 temblor could rupture virtually simultaneously underneath Los Angeles, Orange and San Diego counties.
Such an earthquake would be 30 times more powerful than the magnitude 6.4 Long Beach quake in 1933, which killed 120 people.
But to get to a 7.4, the earthquake would not only have to again rupture the Newport-Inglewood fault in Los Angeles and Orange counties. It would also have to jolt the Rose Canyon fault system, which runs all the way through downtown San Diego and hasn’t ruptured since roughly 1650.
“These two fault zones are actually one continuous fault zone,” Valerie Sahakian, the study’s lead author, said earlier this year. Sahakian wrote the study while working on her doctorate at Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UC San Diego. Sahakian is now a research geophysicist with the U.S. Geological Survey.
In the past, scientists reported gaps between the two fault systems of as much as 3 miles. But this study showed the gaps are actually less than 1¼ miles apart.
“That kind of characterizes it as one continuous fault zone, as opposed to two different, distinct fault systems,” Sahakian said, making it far easier for an earthquake to keep shaking land as it races down a longer fault, widening the seismic reach of the temblor.
There had already been consensus among scientists over the last three decades that the fault systems were actually one, said Caltech seismologist Egill Hauksson, who was not involved with this study. “We now have real evidence that this is the case,” Hauksson said.
The difficulty in proving it was caused by the location of the gap — under the Pacific Ocean between Newport Beach and La Jolla. Drawing a better map meant trying to figure out where the fault was underwater.
Read more about that research here.
 
[image: Mission San Diego de Alcala.]Mission San Diego de Alcala. (Christopher Reynolds)
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3 stolen puppies recovered after Georgia interstate chase | Online Athens

MADISON | Three stolen puppies are back home in Georgia after authorities chased two men fleeing with them down the interstate.

The Telegraph of Macon reports the Georgia Department of Public Safety says the men from South Carolina traveled Tuesday to Lamar County after a Yorkshire Terrier breeder posted an online advertisement for puppies. The department says in a Facebook post the men “forcefully stole” three puppies and headed toward South Carolina on Interstate 20.

A Morgan County sheriff’s deputy spotted and started chasing the suspects’ Mercedes near Madison, about 60 miles (96 kilometers) from the breeder’s home, and was joined by a Georgia State Patrol trooper, who rammed the car and forced it to stop.




Both men were arrested, but no further details have been released.
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Pittsburgh mayor fires back at Trump: My city will follow Paris agreement | TheHill
The mayor of Pittsburgh fired back at President Trump Thursday for his use of the city in rationalizing withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement, saying the city will continue to follow the deal.
 
Bill Peduto (D) tweeted Thursday that "it's now up to cities to lead" after Trump 
announced that the U.S. will pull out of the Paris climate deal.

 
The United States joins Syria, Nicaragua & Russia in deciding not to participate with world's Paris Agreement. It's now up to cities to lead
— bill peduto (@billpeduto) June 1, 2017

 
Trump referenced Pittsburgh in his speech announcing the decision to withdraw, saying, "I was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris."
 
 
 
Peduto also hit back at a tweet from press secretary Sean Spicer quoting Trump's comments on Pittsburgh.
 
"As the Mayor of Pittsburgh, I can assure you that we will follow the guidelines of the Paris Agreement for our people, our economy & future," he wrote.
 
As the Mayor of Pittsburgh, I can assure you that we will follow the guidelines of the Paris Agreement for our people, our economy & future. https://t.co/3znXGTcd8C
— bill peduto (@billpeduto) June 1, 2017

 
Trump also referenced Youngstown, Ohio, and Detroit in his speech as cities that he is prioritizing by withdrawing from the agreement. Clinton won each of the counties by wide margins.
 
 
The U.S. Conference of Mayors said it strongly opposes Trump’s withdrawal from the climate accord and vowed to continue plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to reduce the effects of global warming.
  
"The U.S. Conference of Mayors is a strong proponent of the need to address climate change and we support the Paris agreement, which positions the world's nations, including the United States, to be energy independent, self-reliant and resilient,” Phoenix Mayor Greg Stanton, chairman of conference's environment committee, said in a statement. 
 
“A thriving economy and reducing greenhouse gas emissions are compatible by focusing on new technology, investing in renewable fuel sources, and increasing our energy efficiency,” he added. 
 
In December 2015, 464 mayors from 115 countries gathered in Paris to affirm their commitment to addressing climate change.
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Trump administration asks Supreme Court to revive travel ban | Reuters



By Lawrence Hurley
| WASHINGTON


WASHINGTON President Donald Trump's administration on Thursday asked the U.S. Supreme Court to revive his plan to temporarily ban travelers from six Muslim-majority nations after it was blocked by lower courts that found it was discriminatory. 
In deciding whether to allow the ban to go into effect, the nine justices are set to weigh whether Trump's harsh election campaign rhetoric can be used as evidence that the order was intended to discriminate against Muslims. 
The administration filed emergency applications with the nine high court justices seeking to block two different lower court rulings that went against Trump's March 6 order barring entry for people from Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen for 90 days while the U.S. government implements stricter visa screening. 
The move comes after the Richmond, Virginia-based 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on May 25 upheld a Maryland judge's ruling blocking the order. 
The administration also filed a separate appeal in that case.
"We have asked the Supreme Court to hear this important case and are confident that President Trump’s executive order is well within his lawful authority to keep the nation safe and protect our communities from terrorism," Justice Department spokeswoman Sarah Isgur Flores said in a statement.
The American Civil Liberties Union, one of the legal groups challenging the ban, tweeted in response: "We've beat this hateful ban and are ready to do it again."

At least five votes are needed on the nine-justice court in order to grant a stay. The court has a 5-4 conservative majority, with Justice Anthony Kennedy - a conservative who sometimes sides with the court's four liberals - the frequent swing vote. Another of the court's conservatives, Neil Gorsuch, was appointed by Trump this year. 
If the government's emergency requests are granted, the ban would go into effect immediately.
The court first has to act on whether to grant the emergency applications, which could happen within a fortnight. Then, the justices will decide whether to hear the government’s full appeal. The Supreme Court is not required to hear the case but is likely to due to its importance and the fact that the request is being made by the U.S. government.  
The Justice Department has asked the court to expedite the case so that the justices could hear it at the beginning of their next term, which starts in October. That means, if the court allows the ban to go into effect, the final decision would be issued long after the 90 days has elapsed.

In the court filings, Acting Solicitor General Jeff Wall highlighted the unprecedented nature of courts second-guessing the president on national security and immigration.
"This order has been the subject of passionate political debate. But whatever one’s views, the precedent set by this case for the judiciary’s proper role in reviewing the president’s national-security and immigration authority will transcend this debate, this Order, and this constitutional moment," he wrote.
In its 10-3 ruling, the appeals court in Virginia said the challengers, including refugee groups and others represented by the American Civil Liberties Union, were likely to succeed on their claim that the order violated the U.S. Constitution's bar against favoring or disfavoring a particular religion.
The government had argued that the court should not take into account Trump's comments during the 2016 U.S. presidential race since he made them before he took office on Jan. 20. But the appeals court rejected that view, saying they shed light on the motivations behind Trump's order.

During the campaign, Trump campaign called for a "total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States."
His administration has argued that the travel ban is needed to prevent terrorism in the United States.
Federal courts in both Maryland and Hawaii issued rulings suspending key parts of the ban. The appeals court in Virginia upheld the Maryland ruling. A San Francisco-based appeals court is currently considering the Hawaii case.
The administration is asking the Supreme Court to throw out the injunction imposed in both cases.
The March ban was Trump's second effort to implement travel restrictions on people from several Muslim-majority countries through an executive order. The first, issued on Jan. 27, led to chaos and protests at airports and in major U.S. cities before it was blocked by courts.
The second order was intended to overcome the legal issues posed by the original ban, but it was blocked by judges before it could go into effect on March 16.

 (Reporting by Lawrence Hurley; Editing by Sue Horton, Christian Schmollinger, Shr Navaratnam and Michael Perry)
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Single-payer healthcare plan advances in California Senate - without a way to pay its $400-billion tab - LA Times
A proposal to adopt a single-payer healthcare system for California took an initial step forward Thursday when the state Senate approved a bare-bones bill that lacks a method for paying the $400-billion cost of the plan.
The proposal was made by legislators led by Sen. Ricardo Lara (D-Bell Gardens) at the same time President Trump and Republican members of Congress are working to repeal and replace the federal Affordable Care Act.
“Despite the incredible progress California has made, millions still do not have access to health insurance and millions more cannot afford the high deductibles and co-pays, and they often forgo care,” Lara said during a floor debate on the bill.
The bill, which now goes to the state Assembly for consideration, will have to be further developed, Lara conceded, adding he hopes to reach a consensus on a way to pay for it.
Republican senators opposed the bill as a threat to the state’s finances.
“We don’t have the money to pay for it,” Sen. Tom Berryhill (R-Modesto) said. “If we cut every single program and expense from the state budget and redirected that money to this bill, SB 562, we wouldn’t even cover half of the $400-billion price tag.”
Berryhill also said the private sector is better suited to provide healthcare.
“I absolutely don’t trust the government to run our health system,” he said. “What has the government ever done right?”
Lara’s bill would provide a Medicare-for-all-type system that he believed would guarantee health coverage for all Californians without the out-of-pocket costs. Under a single-payer plan, the government replaces private insurance companies, paying doctors and hospitals for healthcare.
The California Nurses Assn., which sponsored the bill, released a fiscal analysis this week that proposed raising the state sales and business receipts taxes by 2.3% to raise $106 billion of the annual cost, with the rest proposed to come from state and federal funding already going to Medicare and Medicaid services.
 

Sen. Ted Gaines (R-El Dorado Hills) called the plan “reckless” and said the taxes would hurt businesses and families while financially crippling the state government.
“It’s offensive to the people who have to pay for it,” he said.
Some Democrats felt the bill was rushed and undeveloped. Sen. Ben Hueso (D-San Diego) withheld his vote on the bill on grounds it does not provide enough detail of what a single-payer system would look like.
“This is the Senate kicking the can down the road to the Assembly and asking the Assembly to fill in all of the blanks,” Hueso said. “That’s not going to happen this year.”
Lara said action is required because of what is happening in Washington.
“With President Trump’s promise to abandon the Affordable Care Act as we know it — for one that leaves millions without access to care — California is once again tasked to lead," he told his colleagues.
He said his father recently had heart bypass surgery but went through the emergency room for help after his insurance company initially turned him down.
Even if the bill is approved, it has to go to Gov. Jerry Brown, who has been skeptical, and then voters would have to exempt it from spending limits and budget formulas in the state Constitution. In addition, the state would have to get federal approval to repurpose existing funds for Medicare and Medicaid.
Read more about how the single-payer plan would work here. 
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Exclusive: California to discuss linking carbon market with China
By Peter Henderson
SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - California Governor Jerry Brown said on Thursday he will discuss merging carbon trading markets in his state and China when he travels to Asia later this week, a sign of the governor's ambition to influence global climate change policy.
Brown discussed his plans in a telephone interview after U.S. President Donald Trump announced he would withdraw the United States from the landmark 2015 Paris climate accord, a global agreement to fight climate change. The move fulfilled a major Trump campaign pledge, but drew condemnation from U.S. allies and business leaders.
Brown, who vigorously opposes the United States' withdrawal from the pact, lambasted Trump's decision to pull out of the Paris accord as "insane."
He has been working with states and provinces around the world to set voluntary agreements to address global warming. The governor heads to China on Friday for meetings focused on climate change.
California has the largest carbon trading system in the United States and has frequently hosted officials from China, which has launched seven pilot regional trading schemes.
China also plans to roll out a nationwide market later this year, but the launch faces possible delays amid unreliable data and other regulatory problems, according to a government researcher.
California's system, which is known as "cap and trade," is already linked to Canada's Quebec market.
"I think that is a heavy lift to include Chinese provinces, but we are definitely taking that possibility very seriously," Brown said.
"We want to make sure it has full integrity and know exactly what's going on. And we can’t say that today," he said. "Maybe we don’t put it right in the same cap-and-trade regime, maybe some parallel regime," he added. "I am going to discuss that with the highest officials in China this week."
Brown will be meeting regional and national officials over the course of a week-long trip to China and will host a clean energy forum.
Trump has also sought to engage China, hosting President Xi Jinping at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida in April. Critics say that the U.S. exit from the Paris accord sets up China to take on a higher-profile global role.
(Reporting by Peter Henderson; editing by Cynthia Osterman, G Crosse)
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U.S. ranked the 114th most peaceful nation on earth says annual global ranking - Washington Times
Land of the free, home of the brave - but America may not be the most peaceful spot on earth according to the 11th annual “Global Peace Index,” which bases judgement calls on a complex gauge of social, economic and political factors, including rates of homicide and terrorism activities.
The U.S. is now at No. 114, falling 11 places in the last year, the analysis says. Armenia and Rwanda are just in front of America on the list, El Salvador and China follow.
“Iceland remains the most peaceful country in the world, a position  it  has held since 2008. It is joined at the top of the index by New   Zealand, Portugal, Austria, and Denmark. There was  also very little change at the bottom of the  index. Syria remains the  least peaceful country in the world, followed  by Afghanistan, Iraq,  South Sudan, and Yemen,” the report said.

Most U.S. allies are in the top-20 of the index, including Canada, Japan, Australia, Ireland and Germany. The United Kingdom is at No. 41, however.
“The U.S. deterioration is primarily driven  by the growing intensity of internal conflict within the country, which  was partly seen in the divisive 2016 Presidential election, as well as increases in the perceptions of criminality across  American society,” the analysis said, also citing the impact of “rising homicide rates in several major  American cities”  and several terrorist attacks on American soil.
The index is produced by the Australia-based Institute for Economics and Peace, which figures that the impact of strife worldwide is $14.3 trillion. News is not all bad, though. In a nutshell, the index found hat 93 nations became “more peaceful” in the last year, 68 were “less peaceful.”

Find this complex, 140-page report here
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Secret Service relaxes marijuana policy to help recruiting - CNNPolitics.com
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Fishwrap: Newspaper circulation at 77-year low

Circulation of daily newspapers has dropped to a 77-year low, signaling an end to print and a shift to all-digital delivery, according to a new industry review.

The Pew Research Center said that circulation has reached a new low of 34.6 million, six million less than papers sold in 1940.

However, the "State of the News Media" found continued growth for digital news delivery and outlets.

Said Pew:

The estimated total U.S. daily newspaper circulation (print and digital combined) in 2016 was 35 million for weekday and 38 million for Sunday, both of which fell 8% over the previous year. Declines were highest in print circulation: Weekday print circulation decreased 10% and Sunday circulation decreased 9%.

Paul Bedard, the Washington Examiner's "Washington Secrets" columnist, can be contacted at pbedard@washingtonexaminer.com
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Breach at Beverly Hills Clinic Puts Thousands of Patients at Risk " CBS Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES (CBSLA.com) — A massive privacy breach at an exclusive Rodeo Drive plastic surgery clinic has put thousands of patients at risk, including some of L.A.’s most rich and famous.

A spokesperson for Dr. Kadri says some of his clients are celebrities whose medical records may now be in jeopardy. That’s because the records of 15,000 patients were stolen — they say by a disgruntled former staffer fired for allegedly stealing from the practice.

Videos posted online show Dr. Kadri in action — performing a number of cosmetic and reconstructive surgeries at his clinic.

A spokesperson says the staffer not only stole financial information from the practice and the patients but also took photos of patients during surgeries while they were unconscious and posted the pictures on social media. They uncovered her alleged actions during a company audit and found the photos on a company phone.

Dr. Kadri’s office said they reported the records theft to LASD and are now racing to alert patients about the breach.

It was not immediately clear if charges would be filed.
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15,000 Beverly Hills plastic surgery patient records stolen, celebrities may be compromised



BEVERLY HILLS — A massive privacy breach is reported today to have occurred at a plastic surgery clinic on Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills. 
A spokesperson for Doctor Zain Kadri, whose practice is at 421 N. Rodeo Dr., told broadcast outlets that the records of 15,000 patients were stolen by a disgruntled former staff member who was fired for allegedly stealing from the practice. Some of the patients are alleged to be celebrities.
The staff member not only stole financial information but also took photos of patients during surgeries while they were unconscious and posted them on social media, the spokesperson told CBS2. 





The thefts have been reported to the authorities, and the clinic’s staff says it is racing to alert patients about the breach.
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Password manager OneLogin hacked, exposing sensitive customer data | ZDNet

Password manager and single sign-on provider OneLogin has been hacked.
In a brief blog post, the company's chief security officer Alvaro Hoyos said that it was aware of "unauthorized access to OneLogin data in our US data region," and that it had reached out to customers. 
 




Hoyos said that the company had blocked the unauthorized access after the breach and is working with law enforcement.
The blog post initially lacked detailed information about the incident, although the post had omitted that hackers had stolen sensitive customer data -- a point that the company had instead only mentioned in an email sent to customers, seen by ZDNet.
"OneLogin believes that all customers served by our US data center are affected and customer data was potentially compromised," the email read.
Later in the day, the company said in an update: "Our review has shown that a threat actor obtained access to a set of [Amazon Web Services, or AWS] keys and used them to access the AWS API from an intermediate host with another, smaller service provider in the US."
The company confirmed that the attack appears to have started at 2am (PT), but staff were alerted of unusual database activity some seven hours later, who "within minutes, shut down the affected instance as well as the AWS keys that were used to create it".
"The threat actor was able to access database tables that contain information about users, apps, and various types of keys," the company said. 





The company added that although it encrypts "certain sensitive data at rest," it could not rule out the possibility that the hacker "also obtained the ability to decrypt data".
But a spokesperson did not say what kind of data is and isn't encrypted. We have asked for clarity, and will update when we hear back.
Some had questioned earlier in the day how the hackers had access to customer data that could ultimately be decrypted.
"Am I the only 1 to find it disturbing OneLogin had a decryption method for customer data accessible enough to be grabbed via breach?" said one user on Twitter.
The company has advised customers to change their passwords, generate new API keys for their services, and create new OAuth tokens -- used for logging into accounts -- as well as to create new security certificates. The company said that information stored in its Secure Notes feature, used by IT administrators to store sensitive network passwords, can be decrypted.
The company also hasn't said how many customers were affected.
 According to its website, dozens of major multinationals, including ARM, Dun & Bradstreet, The Carlyle Group, Conde Nast, and Dropbox (which a spokesperson disputed in an email), are customers.
OneLogin allows corporate users to access multiple web applications, sites, and services with just one password. It's thought that the company has millions of users serving more than 2,000 companies in dozens of countries, according to CrunchBase.
The single sign-on provider integrates hundreds of different third-party apps and services, such as Amazon Web Services, Microsoft's Office 365, LinkedIn, Slack, Twitter, and Google services.
It's the second such breach in as many years. Last August, the company warned users that its Secure Notes service had been accessed by an "unauthorized user," but it denied that any customer data had been compromised.
Updated at 8pm ET: Additional details from the company.
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Can You Drop This Off on Your Way Home? Walmart Tests Delivery by Store Employees





[image: Meet your new Walmart delivery driver.]

		Meet your new Walmart delivery driver. Credit: Walmart
 	



Walmart has a new idea for beating the high cost of shipping e-commerce packages – paying store employees to deliver them on their way home.

The program aims at using one of Walmart's biggest assets – more than a million U.S. store employees – to help close its big e-commerce sales gap with Amazon. Walmart has more than 4,700 stores, putting potential delivery nodes within 10 miles of 90% of the U.S. population.

In a test that launched a month ago in two stores in New Jersey and one in Northwest Arkansas, employees can opt in to deliver packages on their way home for extra pay. They use an app that offers opportunities to deliver up to 10 packages per commute.

In a news conference in Bentonville on Thursday, spokesman Ravi Jariwala said the program is entirely voluntary. He declined to specify the pay, but said finding the right compensation is part of the test. And he said the retailer will comply with all applicable state and federal labor laws, such as those covering overtime.

"It just makes sense," said Walmart E-Commerce chief Marc Lore in a blog post. "We already have trucks moving orders from fulfillment centers to to stores for pickup. Those same trucks could be used to bring ship-to-home orders to a store close to their final destination, where a participating employee can sign up to deliver them to the customer's house."

Walmart e-commerce is on a roll, with eye-popping 63% sales growth last quarter -- more than half of it organically from the legacy Walmart.com business rather than Jet.com acquired last September. Dropping the annual membership fee for free two-day delivery and offering discounts for picking up products in store have fueled that growth. But those things also add costs to an e-commerce business that has yet to make a profit.

Employees will wear their vests during the home commute/delivery trip and knock on doors of recipients, Jariwala said. If they're not home, employees will leave the package on the doorstep and take photos with their phones as proof of delivery.

Employees who volunteer for the program will get background and motor-vehicle safety checks. Walmart previously has considered having customers deliver e-commerce packages -- but having employees do the same thing adds an extra element of control.

Walmart also continues tests launched last year in Phoenix and Denver with Uber and Lyft to have their drivers deliver its packages to homes. But unlike "crowdsourced solutions" where drivers have to go out of their way to pick up and then deliver the packages, Lore noted that Walmart employees start from the shipping site and will be using routes that don't take them out of the way.

"I'm sure you can imagine how we can leverage these types of last-mile innovations in the future to deliver items offered in our stores to customers the same day," Lore said.
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Wal-Mart Asks Employees to Deliver Packages on Their Way Home - Bloomberg

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. is testing a program that sends store employees to deliver online orders at the end of their shifts, a new push by the world’s biggest retailer to use its large physical footprint to match Amazon.com Inc.’s convenient options for web purchases.
Workers can opt in to earn extra money by making deliveries using their own cars. They’re assigned packages based on where they live so the route aligns with their commute home, the company said Thursday in a blog post. Wal-Mart didn’t specify how the employees will be compensated. The test began at three locations in Arkansas and New Jersey.
Wal-Mart is tapping into its 4,700 U.S. stores and more than a million retail employees as it seeks to redefine itself in an age of e-commerce dominated by Amazon, which offers delivery of some products in as little as an hour in some cities. Online spending will increase by 16 percent this year -- more than four times the pace of overall retail -- to reach $462 billion, according to EMarketer Inc.

About 90 percent of the U.S. population lives within 10 miles of a Wal-Mart, and the company is using those locations as shipping hubs to compete with Amazon on the last mile of delivery -- the most expensive part of getting goods to customers. By using existing workers in their own cars, Wal-Mart could create a vast network with little upfront cost, similar to how Uber Technologies Inc. created a ride-hailing service without owning any cars.
"Imagine all the routes our associates drive to and from work and the houses they pass along the way," said Marc Lore, who took over Wal-Mart’s e-commerce operation last year after the retailer purchased his startup, Jet.com, for $3.3 billion. "This test could be a game-changer."
Many online orders in tests have been delivered overnight using store employees, Lore said, showing how the initiative could also be used to narrow delivery times.
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The lines between internet and brick-and-mortar commerce are blurring as retailers -- including Amazon -- try to accommodate a variety of shopping preferences. Bentonville, Arkansas-based Wal-Mart offers free two-day delivery on millions of items to compete with Amazon’s standard delivery time. It also lets customers buy groceries online and pick them up at stores and offers discounts to online shoppers who pick up items at stores rather than having them delivered.
Amazon, meanwhile, has stepped up its experimentation with physical locations. It’s slowly opening physical bookstores in big cities around the U.S., which double as showrooms for Amazon gadgets like its Kindle readers and Echo voice-activated speakers. The company opened two drive-in grocery pickup kiosks in its hometown of Seattle earlier this month, its first attempt to match the click-and-collect options rolled out by Wal-Mart and other big-box competitors.
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How to have more sex: Better sleep - CNN.com
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'You’re just there, trapped': Why one Mexican woman decided to 'self-deport,' long before Trump - LA Times

Any time a cop passed her on the road, she began shaking. When police set up checkpoints in her neighborhood, her phone buzzed with warning text messages.
She worried about getting carded at bars. Boarding planes. Attending college. Anything that required an ID, which she didn’t have because she was in the country illegally.


For a decade, Paula Flores Colorado felt crippled by a gnawing fear that eventually became unbearable.
To find peace, she returned to Mexico in 2009.


Some of President Trump’s immigration advisors during and after his campaign, including Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach and now-Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions, called publicly for immigration enforcement strategies so tough that they encourage those in the country illegally to “self-deport.”
The idea of spurring immigrants to leave on their own volition by making life uncomfortable for them dates to at least the 1990s, when conservatives waged a bitter anti-illegal immigration campaign. The effort climaxed in 1994 when California voters approved Proposition 187, which aimed to deny services to those in the country illegally.
Courts struck down most of the measure’s provisions, and the notion of self-deportation quietly died away. It arose again in 2012, when Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney floated the idea when asked about illegal immigration.
“The answer is self-deportation,” Romney said. “Which is people decide they can do better by going home because they can't find work here, because they don't have legal documentation to allow them to work here.”





 
The Trump administration has launched an aggressive campaign of detentions, announcing this month that immigration agents had arrested more than 40,000 people since the president signed executive orders widening the scope of who could be targeted for deportation. The tally represents a 38% jump over the same period last year.
“These policies are designed to increase anxiety, they’re designed to create fear in immigrant communities,” said David FitzGerald, co-director of the Center for Comparative Immigration Studies at UC San Diego. “The government knows they’ll never be able to go out and deport the unauthorized population — and one of their stated hopes is that people will self-deport.”
Flores said she found that living in the country illegally was too much to endure.
Her story from 2009 says much about the difficulties immigrants have faced over the years — even under the administration of former President Obama, who came to be known in some circles as the “deporter-in-chief.”
As the mother of a 5-year-old son in Tijuana, Flores says she doesn’t want him to feel the fear that drove her back to a country she barely knew.
“Never again,” said Flores, 37. “I don’t want him to be illegal. I don’t want him to feel the way I felt.”
Flores was 12 when her family traveled on tourist visas to Southern California from Tabasco state. Her mother and a sister returned to Mexico, but Flores and another sister stayed with an aunt in Bell.
She learned English by scribbling down Mariah Carey and Janet Jackson lyrics and asking anyone around what the words meant.
“I wanted to fit in. I didn’t want to have an accent,” she said. “I wanted to be as American as I could possibly be.”
But during her junior year at Bell High School, she learned the price of her legal status. Without a Social Security number, a guidance counselor told her, she couldn’t apply for college. Heartbroken, she didn’t bother taking the SAT.
Another shock came two years later, during the summer of 1999. She was 19.
She and a sister had vacationed in Mexico City and tried to return to Los Angeles using the same tourist visas that had allowed them to enter the U.S. seven years earlier.

 
Officers at Los Angeles International Airport ordered the sisters to secondary inspection. In Flores’ luggage, officers found evidence that she had been living in California for years: a Bell yearbook she carted to Mexico to share with old friends.
Flores said they were served with expedited orders of removal. Officers cuffed their wrists and escorted them through the airport, their heads bowed as suitcase-toting travelers stared.
They were housed overnight in a motel, she said, and flown back to Mexico the next day.
“It was the most humiliating experience of my life,” Flores said. “Like criminals, common criminals. I said, ‘We’re not criminals.’ She said, ‘Yes you are, you’re criminals, you broke the law.’”
At the time, removals from the U.S. had reached a record high in more than a century of record-keeping. Authorities expelled more than 180,000 people that fiscal year.
Jaime Ruiz, a spokesman for U.S. Customs and Border Protection, acknowledged that interacting with officers may be intimidating to some foreign nationals, but said officers are “trained to treat passengers with dignity and respect while enforcing complex immigration laws and maintaining the highest levels of national security.”
Ruiz said an average secondary inspection takes between 30 and 50 minutes; Flores said she and her sister were questioned at LAX for hours. “Claims about long unnecessary detentions are vastly false,” Ruiz said.
Later in 1999, the sisters returned to the U.S., without papers. They crossed on foot at the San Ysidro port of entry by simply blending in with Americans returning from Tijuana.
Flores’ heart raced as she strode forward, carrying a big bag of Mexican candy. If anyone asked, she would say she had crossed to Tijuana for piñata mix. But no one questioned her.
Over the next 10 years, Flores built a life in South Los Angeles. She took her niece to Chuck E. Cheese’s, danced at Las Vegas nightclubs, cried through Paul McCartney’s set at Coachella.
But her anxiety grew. She obtained an identity card issued by the Mexican consulate for Mexican nationals living abroad, but she hesitated to use it.
“It was also a brand; you’re branded as an illegal,” she said.


 
She was too scared to join her family at her great grandmother’s funeral in Oceanside, worried she’d get caught in the immigration checkpoint on Interstate 5.
She skipped the massive May Day rally in 2006, when half a million people flooded the streets of downtown L.A. to protest federal legislation that would penalize those who help immigrants in the country illegally — too risky.
Over the years, she said, an employer used her status to avoid giving her raises or paying overtime.
“It’s like, you’re living a happy life,” Flores said. “But at the same time, you’re not able to get out of that bubble. You’re just there, trapped.”



Several close calls triggered flashbacks of her deportation. One day, she and her sister drove up to a police checkpoint in Bell Gardens. Their chests tightened as they inched forward.
With two cars ahead of them, her sister’s baby began wailing. Moments later, it was their turn. Eyeing the bawling baby, an officer quickly waved them through.


Moments later, the infant laughed. Confused but relieved, the sisters did, too.
The sisters once were driving home from work when they were struck by a car making an unprotected left turn. The driver was at fault, but what would happen to them? They didn’t call police.
Flores had long ago achieved her goal of mastering English and spoke without an accent. She could easily pass for Mexican American.
But the fear of discovery never went away, and one day Flores announced that she was returning to Mexico. Her sister begged her to stay. This is your home. This is what you know.
When a relative drove her across the border into Tijuana in 2009, Flores instantly felt regret and fell into a prolonged depression. But in time she found a stable job, got married and bought a house with her husband and son.
She now works at an American company that provides orthopedic devices, where she was promoted three times in three years.
“We have things we never dreamt of having in the U.S.,” she said. But, Mexico “doesn’t feel like home to me. … It never has and I don’t know if it ever will.”
She hopes to return to the U.S. and recently attended a legal clinic in Tijuana to learn about the process for legal immigration.
A sister, meanwhile, still lives in California with her husband of 18 years and their two daughters. She is still without papers.
As the Trump administration cracks down on illegal immigration, the sister finds herself paralyzed by the same angst that drove Flores to self-deport. She’s prepared an emergency bag for her family — with her daughters’ U.S. birth certificates and other important papers — in case she gets deported.
But she has no plans to leave voluntarily.
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'You’re just there, trapped': Why one Mexican woman decided to 'self-deport,' long before Trump - LA Times

Any time a cop passed her on the road, she began shaking. When police set up checkpoints in her neighborhood, her phone buzzed with warning text messages.
She worried about getting carded at bars. Boarding planes. Attending college. Anything that required an ID, which she didn’t have because she was in the country illegally.


For a decade, Paula Flores Colorado felt crippled by a gnawing fear that eventually became unbearable.
To find peace, she returned to Mexico in 2009.


Some of President Trump’s immigration advisors during and after his campaign, including Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach and now-Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions, called publicly for immigration enforcement strategies so tough that they encourage those in the country illegally to “self-deport.”
The idea of spurring immigrants to leave on their own volition by making life uncomfortable for them dates to at least the 1990s, when conservatives waged a bitter anti-illegal immigration campaign. The effort climaxed in 1994 when California voters approved Proposition 187, which aimed to deny services to those in the country illegally.
Courts struck down most of the measure’s provisions, and the notion of self-deportation quietly died away. It arose again in 2012, when Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney floated the idea when asked about illegal immigration.
“The answer is self-deportation,” Romney said. “Which is people decide they can do better by going home because they can't find work here, because they don't have legal documentation to allow them to work here.”





 
The Trump administration has launched an aggressive campaign of detentions, announcing this month that immigration agents had arrested more than 40,000 people since the president signed executive orders widening the scope of who could be targeted for deportation. The tally represents a 38% jump over the same period last year.
“These policies are designed to increase anxiety, they’re designed to create fear in immigrant communities,” said David FitzGerald, co-director of the Center for Comparative Immigration Studies at UC San Diego. “The government knows they’ll never be able to go out and deport the unauthorized population — and one of their stated hopes is that people will self-deport.”
Flores said she found that living in the country illegally was too much to endure.
Her story from 2009 says much about the difficulties immigrants have faced over the years — even under the administration of former President Obama, who came to be known in some circles as the “deporter-in-chief.”
As the mother of a 5-year-old son in Tijuana, Flores says she doesn’t want him to feel the fear that drove her back to a country she barely knew.
“Never again,” said Flores, 37. “I don’t want him to be illegal. I don’t want him to feel the way I felt.”
Flores was 12 when her family traveled on tourist visas to Southern California from Tabasco state. Her mother and a sister returned to Mexico, but Flores and another sister stayed with an aunt in Bell.
She learned English by scribbling down Mariah Carey and Janet Jackson lyrics and asking anyone around what the words meant.
“I wanted to fit in. I didn’t want to have an accent,” she said. “I wanted to be as American as I could possibly be.”
But during her junior year at Bell High School, she learned the price of her legal status. Without a Social Security number, a guidance counselor told her, she couldn’t apply for college. Heartbroken, she didn’t bother taking the SAT.
Another shock came two years later, during the summer of 1999. She was 19.
She and a sister had vacationed in Mexico City and tried to return to Los Angeles using the same tourist visas that had allowed them to enter the U.S. seven years earlier.

 
Officers at Los Angeles International Airport ordered the sisters to secondary inspection. In Flores’ luggage, officers found evidence that she had been living in California for years: a Bell yearbook she carted to Mexico to share with old friends.
Flores said they were served with expedited orders of removal. Officers cuffed their wrists and escorted them through the airport, their heads bowed as suitcase-toting travelers stared.
They were housed overnight in a motel, she said, and flown back to Mexico the next day.
“It was the most humiliating experience of my life,” Flores said. “Like criminals, common criminals. I said, ‘We’re not criminals.’ She said, ‘Yes you are, you’re criminals, you broke the law.’”
At the time, removals from the U.S. had reached a record high in more than a century of record-keeping. Authorities expelled more than 180,000 people that fiscal year.
Jaime Ruiz, a spokesman for U.S. Customs and Border Protection, acknowledged that interacting with officers may be intimidating to some foreign nationals, but said officers are “trained to treat passengers with dignity and respect while enforcing complex immigration laws and maintaining the highest levels of national security.”
Ruiz said an average secondary inspection takes between 30 and 50 minutes; Flores said she and her sister were questioned at LAX for hours. “Claims about long unnecessary detentions are vastly false,” Ruiz said.
Later in 1999, the sisters returned to the U.S., without papers. They crossed on foot at the San Ysidro port of entry by simply blending in with Americans returning from Tijuana.
Flores’ heart raced as she strode forward, carrying a big bag of Mexican candy. If anyone asked, she would say she had crossed to Tijuana for piñata mix. But no one questioned her.
Over the next 10 years, Flores built a life in South Los Angeles. She took her niece to Chuck E. Cheese’s, danced at Las Vegas nightclubs, cried through Paul McCartney’s set at Coachella.
But her anxiety grew. She obtained an identity card issued by the Mexican consulate for Mexican nationals living abroad, but she hesitated to use it.
“It was also a brand; you’re branded as an illegal,” she said.


 
She was too scared to join her family at her great grandmother’s funeral in Oceanside, worried she’d get caught in the immigration checkpoint on Interstate 5.
She skipped the massive May Day rally in 2006, when half a million people flooded the streets of downtown L.A. to protest federal legislation that would penalize those who help immigrants in the country illegally — too risky.
Over the years, she said, an employer used her status to avoid giving her raises or paying overtime.
“It’s like, you’re living a happy life,” Flores said. “But at the same time, you’re not able to get out of that bubble. You’re just there, trapped.”



Several close calls triggered flashbacks of her deportation. One day, she and her sister drove up to a police checkpoint in Bell Gardens. Their chests tightened as they inched forward.
With two cars ahead of them, her sister’s baby began wailing. Moments later, it was their turn. Eyeing the bawling baby, an officer quickly waved them through.


Moments later, the infant laughed. Confused but relieved, the sisters did, too.
The sisters once were driving home from work when they were struck by a car making an unprotected left turn. The driver was at fault, but what would happen to them? They didn’t call police.
Flores had long ago achieved her goal of mastering English and spoke without an accent. She could easily pass for Mexican American.
But the fear of discovery never went away, and one day Flores announced that she was returning to Mexico. Her sister begged her to stay. This is your home. This is what you know.
When a relative drove her across the border into Tijuana in 2009, Flores instantly felt regret and fell into a prolonged depression. But in time she found a stable job, got married and bought a house with her husband and son.
She now works at an American company that provides orthopedic devices, where she was promoted three times in three years.
“We have things we never dreamt of having in the U.S.,” she said. But, Mexico “doesn’t feel like home to me. … It never has and I don’t know if it ever will.”
She hopes to return to the U.S. and recently attended a legal clinic in Tijuana to learn about the process for legal immigration.
A sister, meanwhile, still lives in California with her husband of 18 years and their two daughters. She is still without papers.
As the Trump administration cracks down on illegal immigration, the sister finds herself paralyzed by the same angst that drove Flores to self-deport. She’s prepared an emergency bag for her family — with her daughters’ U.S. birth certificates and other important papers — in case she gets deported.
But she has no plans to leave voluntarily.
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The dementia timebomb: Ageing Japan faces healthcare crisis
Kawasaki (Japan) (AFP) - Kanemasa Ito compares caring for his wife Kimiko to waging a daily war with the devil. The woman he loved has all but disappeared -- lost to dementia, she can no longer eat, bathe, or go to the toilet alone.
"There is a demon inside her head," Ito told AFP, articulating the dramatic change in the person he'd built a life with, while she babbles nonsensically.
One of the world's most rapidly ageing and long-lived societies, Japan is at the forefront of an impending global healthcare crisis. Authorities are bracing for a dementia timebomb and their approach could shape policies well beyond its borders.
By 2025, one in five of the over 65s -- around 7.3 million people -- in Japan will have dementia, the health ministry estimates, up from around 4.6 million now.
Alzheimer's Disease, a syndrome in which cognitive ability, emotional control, and social behaviour deteriorate, accounts for the majority of cases.
Ito's wife was just 54 when she was first diagnosed. Now some 15 years on, he is close to breaking point trying to care for her and manage the disease.
No longer able to discern what is harmful from what is safe -- Kimiko has previously tried to drink cleaning products, unaware of the hazard of ingesting them -- she needs constant supervision.
"It exhausts me," the 73-year-old confessed in an interview at their Kawasaki home.
- Global health crisis -
Their story is becoming increasingly common in a country where a lack of resources and caregivers means the burden falls increasingly on spouses and children.
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is aiming to increase the number of nursing homes and raise care worker wages to tackle the problem.
There is also a goal to ease the burden of family caregivers and reduce the number of people who quit work -- such as Ito -- to care for dementia-stricken relatives -- from 100,000 a year to zero.
Dementia is a major global health issue with cases soaring as people live longer. The World Health Organization estimates a new case is diagnosed every four seconds.
Many developed countries are already facing challenges on how to fund care, but Japan's issue is pronounced because its population has aged at a faster pace.
According to a 2016 OECD report, Japanese social spending as a percentage of GDP stands at 23.1 percent, lower than other developed countries with high percentages of elderly people, such as France and Italy.
"Japan has run its social welfare system on the premise that family members would take charge," said Katsuhiko Fujimori, chief research associate at Mizuho Information & Research Institute.
The government, he said, simply can't achieve its goals without more money.
But a cash injection seems unrealistic given that Japan's public debt is already more than twice the size of its economy.
And with a shrinking and ageing population and workforce, some elderly with higher incomes are already being forced to pay more out of pocket for nursing care expenses under the national insurance scheme.
- 'I might kill her' -
The overwhelming mental, physical and economic burden of caregiving has led to tragedy.
The total number of cases of abuse of the elderly rose to 16,384 in the fiscal year 2015 -- up from 12,623 in fiscal 2006, the majority of which involved relatives, according to figures from the health ministry.
The reality of caring for a incapacitated loved one can push people to the brink.
One 50-year-old Tokyo resident who has been taking care of his 85-year-old dementia-stricken mother for six years, told AFP he had murderous thoughts about her.
"I seriously want to manage my anger because I might kill her if I explode," said the man, who requested anonymity.
"I can imagine her being dead in front of me," he added. "It scares me."
Between 1996 and 2015, there were 754 murder-suicide cases involving family caregivers, mostly men, in Japan, according to a study by Etsuko Yuhara, an associate professor of welfare at Nihon Fukushi University.
Ito, who had closed a convenience store he used to run to take care of his wife, said he hopes the government will create a better environment for caregivers.
"Every day is a battle," he said, referring to how Kimiko resists getting dressed in the morning and having her hair washed at night.
He regularly takes Kimiko out for a walk in a nearby park and grocery shopping, but it is hard to know if she is aware of what is happening.
Ito added: "It's really tough to accept."
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Spilled nails leave 40 vehicles stranded on 15-mile stretch of 91 Freeway - Orange County Register
An estimated 40 vehicles with flat tires were stranded mid-day Thursday on the eastbound 91 freeway at the border of Orange and Riverside counties after running over nails.

The 11 a.m. incident left vehicles stranded over a 15-mile stretch, between the Weir Canyon Road and McKinley Street exits. It took four hours to completely clear the road of cars and nails.

“We believe it was some sort of construction vehicle that was spilling them,” said Florentino Olivera, an officer and spokesman for the California Highway Patrol.

CHP officers slowed traffic on the freeway’s eastbound lanes while crews removed the 2-1/2-inch nails.

“It was hard, because they were embedded into the roadway, almost like spike strips,” Olivera said. “We got a sweeper out there and cleaned up the nails. … It was a mess.”

The eastbound side of the 91 Express Lanes, a tollway in the freeway’s median, was closed at one point.

The source of the spill had not been found.
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Attendance Drops at Disney Parks Worldwide as Prices Rise - The New York Times

The report compiled by the Themed Entertainment Association and Aecom, an engineering company. Disney does not disclose attendance data for most of its properties, including the Magic Kingdom and five other parks near Orlando, Fla., that make up Walt Disney World.

Disney responded to a request for comment with a statement that emphasized ongoing construction projects at multiple parks: “We are investing behind the wealth of great franchises we have in order to deliver magical experiences that exceed our guests’ expectations.”



The biggest declines occurred overseas. At Disneyland Paris, attendance plunged 14 percent, to 9.8 million, as tourism across Europe continued to be affected by terrorism fears. Bad weather was also a factor. Hong Kong Disneyland had a 10 percent drop, to 6.1 million, amid a continued decline in tourism from mainland China. Disney recently unveiled $1.4 billion in upgrades in Hong Kong.
But Disney’s North American parks had more modest declines. Attendance at the Magic Kingdom totaled roughly 20.4 million, down 0.5 percent; Disneyland’s estimated total was 17.9 million, down 2 percent. Including Shanghai Disneyland, Disney’s theme park portfolio attracted roughly 139 million visitors in 2016 — dwarfing its competitor Universal, which had attendance of about 47.4 million at five parks worldwide.
Even so, Universal had a very good year, the result of popular new Harry Potter attractions. Attendance at Universal Studios Hollywood, for instance, rose nearly 14 percent, to 8.1 million.
“It’s really capital expenditures that move the needle,” said John W. Robinett, senior vice president for economics at Aecom. “It’s also important to remember that 2015 was a tremendous year,” he said.

Disney’s domestic parks are expected to return to growth in 2017. An “Avatar”-themed expansion opened at Disney’s Animal Kingdom near Orlando last month and has drawn enormous crowds, with visitors waiting as long as four hours to board rides.


A version of this article appears in print on June 2, 2017, on Page B2 of the New York edition with the headline: Crowds at Disney Parks Shrink as Prices Increase.  Order Reprints| Today's Paper|Subscribe







Continue reading the main story






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/01/business/media/disney-theme-parks-universal-attendance.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Republican Senator Says Deal on Health Care Unlikely This Year - Washington Wire - WSJ

Sen. Richard Burr (R., N.C.) said that the Senate probably won’t reach a deal to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act when it returns from a recess next week, in a stark assessment of the party’s health-care prospects. “It’s unlikely that we will get a health-care deal,” Mr. Burr told WXII 12 News, a […]
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S&P, Moody's Downgrade Illinois to Near Junk, Lowest Ever for a U.S. State - Bloomberg

Illinois had its bond rating downgraded to one step above junk by Moody’s Investors Service and S&P Global Ratings, the lowest ranking on record for a U.S. state, as the long-running political stalemate over the budget shows no signs of ending.
S&P warned that Illinois will likely lose its investment-grade status, an unprecedented step for a state, around July 1 if leaders haven’t agreed on a budget that chips away at the government’s chronic deficits. Moody’s followed S&P’s downgrade Thursday, citing Illinois’s underfunded pensions and the record backlog of bills that are equivalent to about 40 percent of its operating budget.
“Legislative gridlock has sidetracked efforts not only to address pension needs but also to achieve fiscal balance,” Ted Hampton, Moody’s analyst, said in a statement. “During the past year of fruitless negotiations and partisan wrangling, fundamental credit challenges have intensified enough to warrant a downgrade, regardless of whether a fiscal compromise is reached.”

Illinois hasn’t had a full year budget in place for the past two years amid a clash between the Democrat-run legislature and Republican Governor Bruce Rauner. That’s left the fifth most-populous state with a record $14.5 billion of unpaid bills, ravaged entities like universities and social service providers that rely on state aid and undermined Illinois’s standing in the bond market, where investors have demanded higher premiums for the risk of owning its debt. Moody’s called Illinois “an outlier among states” after suffering eight downgrades in as many years.
"The rating actions largely reflect the severe deterioration of Illinois’ fiscal condition, a byproduct of its stalemated budget negotiations," S&P analyst Gabriel Petek said in a statement. “The unrelenting political brinkmanship now poses a threat to the timely payment of the state’s core priority payments."
Illinois’s 10-year bonds yield 4.4 percent, 2.5 percentage points more than those on top-rated debt. That spread -- a measure of the perceived risk -- is the highest since at least January 2013 and more than any of the other 19 states tracked by Bloomberg.



The downgrades, which also dropped some debt backed by legislative appropriations into junk, came a day after Illinois’s legislature blew the deadline for approving a compromise budget by a simple majority. Now, it takes a higher threshold -- three fifths majority vote in each legislative chamber -- to pass anything. On Wednesday, Rauner, who is up for re-election in 2018, and Democratic House Speaker Michael Madigan, who controls much of the legislative agenda, faulted each other for the unprecedented gridlock.
The governor also held Democrats responsible for Thursday’s rating cut.

“Madigan’s majority owns this downgrade because they didn’t even attempt to pass a balanced budget, get our pension liability under control, and other changes that would put Illinois on better financial footing,” said Eleni Demertzis, a spokeswoman for Rauner. “The governor will continue working toward a truly balanced budget with changes to our system to grow jobs and provide real and lasting property tax relief.”
“Her comment is typical Rauner incompetence, and that’s too bad,” said Steve Brown, a spokesman for Madigan.
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By June 30, the state will owe an estimated $800 million in interest and fees on the unpaid bills that have been piling up, according to estimates from Comptroller Susana Mendoza, a Democrat. She warned of "dire" consequences for residents if a budget isn’t reached by the start of fiscal year 2018 on July 1, including the shuttering of more social service providers and layoffs at public universities. With only a month to go before the start of fiscal year, the ratings cut wasn’t unexpected.
“We’re going to start to see some real pain now,” Senate President John Cullerton told reporters in Springfield on Wednesday. “We’re going to start to see downgrades. We don’t have any funding for schools. We don’t have any funding for higher end and a bunch of social programs. We don’t have a budget.”
Despite the lack of a budget, Illinois has continued to cover payments due on its bonds, and, like other states, has no ability to resort to bankruptcy to escape from its debts. A downgrade to junk, though, would add further financial pressure by increasing its borrowing costs and preventing many mutual funds from buying Illinois’s securities.
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Dad overdoses on heroin to teach his addict son a lesson | New York Post

[image: ]Dennis A. Clark


A Sheepshead Bay father was so angry when he found his heroin addict son’s stash that he shot it up himself and almost died of an overdose — just to send a message to his kid.

“I told him if you’re not going to stop, I will do the same as you do,” Sergey Gnatovskiy, 45, told The Post. “I [tried] to send him to rehab. He promised me he was going to go, and I found it again.”

But the risky life lesson seems to have worked — son Maykl, 23, claims he’s been scared straight back to rehab after finding his dad passed out on the floor of their living room floor on Wednesday afternoon.

“After seeing this I definitely want to go. I’ve been doing this since I was 15. I’m 23 now, I can’t keep doing this,” he said.

Maykl says he instantly recognized that his pop was overdosing, and used CPR and Narcan nasal spray to bring him back from the brink— something Sergey has had to do for his son on four separate occasions.

The elder Gnatovskiy says he felt back to normal the next day and doesn’ t recall much of the ordeal — he remembers going to turn off the TV and then waking up with “medical people” around him.

“My son was screaming at me, ‘Pop, pop, are you crazy, you almost died,’” he said.

[image: ]The kit Mykal used to save his dad Sergey Gnatovskiy’s life after Sergey took an almost deadly dose of Mykal’s heroin.Dennis A. Clark


Maykl’s mom kicked the boy out of her house over his addiction as a teen, and Sergey has been trying to help him ever since, the father said.

But his boy is in trouble with this apartment complex over a fight with an ex, and now both men are at risk of eviction.

“I’m trying to kick him out of my apartment and into rehab. We’ve been notified of eviction and I need to prove he’s gone by May 31, which was yesterday, or I’m out as well,” Sergey said.

The loving dad, who originally hails from the Ukraine, says he’s willing to lose everything to keep his son alive, though.

“If I lose you — I don’t know. Look what you made me do yesterday? I’ll give you my home, my car, my heart. I don’t want to lose you,” the yelled to his boy as a single tear ran down his cheek.

New York’s community of immigrants from the former Soviet Union have been hit particularly hard by the heroin epidemic, according to a 2015 published in the Journal of Addictive Diseases.

Brighton Beach and its surrounding neighborhoods saw the highest number of per capita heroin overdoses in Southern Brooklyn between 2014 and 2015, according to city data.

And the number people of dying from the drug has shot up across the borough in general — from 188 people in 2013 to 258 in 2015.







This article was downloaded by calibre from http://nypost.com/2017/06/01/dad-overdoes-on-heroin-to-teach-his-addict-son-a-lesson/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



 
	Kiddie choirs. Children’s piano recitals. And a full-on, erotic drag show complete with gyrations, tongue gymnastics and a flashed G-string.
 
	Families at a Manhattan public school talent show got an unexpected lesson in human sexuality when a grown man took the stage in a black, sequined dress and flaming red wig and performed a raunchy drag number where he grinded the stage and spread his legs.
 
	The official public school Learning Expo held May 25 in an auditorium at the Museo del Barrio was billed as a talent show for students from across Manhattan’s District 4 to show off what they learned in school.
 
	But at the end of the two-hour event, parents and kids as young as 5 were shocked when a man identified as Public School 96 Parent Association President Frankie Quinones took the stage and did an explicit lip-synch performance of a song by the campy 1980’s Puerto Rican music sensation Iris Chacón.
  Replacement named for East Harlem principal forced out by parents 
    [image: Families at a Manhattan public school expo got an unexpected lesson when a grown man took the stage and performed a drag show.]  Families at a Manhattan public school expo got an unexpected lesson when a grown man took the stage and performed a drag show.
 (Obtained by News) 
 
 
 
	“People were horrified,” said Raquel Morales, who was at the event with her son, a fifth-grader who attends a public school in District 4. “It looked like a nightclub performance. I’ve been asking for an apology from the district for the last week, and they’ve been ignoring it.”
 
	Morales said about 200 families at the evening talent show took in student art and writing exhibits from schools across the district, including Public School 83, River East Elementary School and PS 96.
 
	The parents sat through endearing performances by children who took the stage and played the piano and drums and sang for the student performance portion of the event, which District 4 Superintendent Alexandra Estrella emceed.
 
    [image: Parents were shocked when a man identified as the PTA president of Public School 96 took the stage and did a full drag lip-synch performance.]  Parents were shocked when a man identified as the PTA president of Public School 96 took the stage and did a full drag lip-synch performance.
 (Obtained by News) 
 
 
 
	Then, parents said, Estrella introduced the final act of the night, billed on the event flyer as a “Special Surprise Performance!”
  NYC teen battles into late round of Scripps National Spelling Bee 
 
	At that moment, Quinones, who parents said performs in drag clubs around the city, took the stage in a sparkly black dress and pumps and began to shake his hips as a slinky Iris Chacón mambo blared from the public address system.
 
	Parents said families’ laughter turned to disbelief and then dismay as Quinones opened his mouth and exercised his tongue in a suggestive manner while lip-syncing the Chacón number.
    [image: The final act of the night (pictured) was billed on the event flyer as a “Special Surprise Performance!”]  The final act of the night (pictured) was billed on the event flyer as a “Special Surprise Performance!”
 (Obtained by News) 
 
 
 
	Then he dropped to the ground and began to writhe on floor. He rolled onto his back, spread his long legs and flashed his white underwear to the shrinking crowd.
 
	Morales’ 10-year-old son, J.D., said he was uncomfortably surprised by what he saw.
 
	“I saw her doing things like sticking her legs out and shaking her bottom and it felt weird,” said the boy. “I don’t know why they would do that for an elementary school.”
    [image: Raquel Morales, with her son J.D., on Thursday. Morales said people were horrified after watching the drag show.]  Raquel Morales, with her son J.D., on Thursday. Morales said people were horrified after watching the drag show.
 (Sam Costanza for New York Daily News) 
 
 
 
	A PS 96 parent who requested anonymity, for fear of reprisal against her children, said she blamed Estrella and PS 96 Principal David Pretto.
 
	“I left the show the minute he started sticking his tongue out. I had my children with me and I wasn’t going to allow them to see that,” the irate mom said. “It was a very poor presentation of Iris Chacón, anyway. She was not like that.”
 
	Pretto declined to comment at the school and neither he nor and Estrella responded to requests for comment. Quinones couldn’t be reached.
 
	Education Department spokesman Michael Aciman said school officials haven’t faced disciplinary action over the mini drag show.
 
	“The performance was inappropriate and the school has spoken with the parent,” Aciman said. With Chelsia Rose Marcius
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The female-centric superhero film is one of the few Hollywood tentpoles to ever be directed by a woman; overseas, 'Wonder Woman' opens to $6.3 million in its first Asian markets.


Director Patty Jenkins' Wonder Woman — which has earned rapturous reviews — is expected to chase away the doldrums at the early summer box office with a North American debut of $95 million or more, according to prerelease tracking.

The female-centric tentpole likewise debuts in most major markets overseas, including China. Bullish box-office observers believe Wonder Woman, starring Gal Gadot as the marquee superhero and Amazonian princess Diana, will lasso well north of $100 million internationally. The movie opened to $6.3 million in a handful of Asian markets on Tuesday and Wednesday — excluding China — scoring among the best starts ever for a Warner Bros. release, according to the studio.

In North America, Warner Bros. is being more conservative and suggesting a $65 million to $70 million debut, considering tracking has been unreliable as of late.

But if tracking is right, Wonder Woman could land the biggest domestic opening ever for a female director, primarily because very few women have been given the chance to helm a Hollywood tentpole. It would also be a morale boost for Hollywood following the worst Memorial Day weekend in 18 years, thanks to a number of underperforming summer event pics.






Wonder Woman currently sports a stellar 94 percent fresh rating on Rotten Tomatoes. Warners and DC Entertainment need a critical victory in the superhero space after Man of Steel (2013) and Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (2016) were largely snubbed by critics.

The film marks the first time Wonder Woman has received her own big-screen adaptation. (Gadot did appear in Dawn of Justice.)

Hollywood grew skittish about making female superhero films after both Catwoman (2004) and Elektra (2005) flopped. Wonder Woman languished for years in development before Jenkins was brought aboard to direct from a script by Allan Heinberg. The film opens as World War I pilot Steve Trevor (Chris Pine) and his plane crash on Themyscira, the island of the Amazons, where Diana has been trained by her aunt, the great warrior Antiope (Robin Wright). Soon, Diana leaves the island to try and stop the war, marking the beginning of her transformation into Wonder Woman.

Superhero films generally skew male, but tracking for Wonder Woman suggests both sexes are equally interested, or nearly, in seeing the movie, which cost $150 million to make and also stars Danny Huston, David Thewlis, Connie Nielsen and Elena Anaya.






Among its first international returns this week, Wonder Woman has earned $1.3 million in Taiwan, surpassing the openings of such superhero pics as Man of Steel, Suicide Squad, Doctor Strange, Thor and both Guardians of the Galaxy films, among others. In North Korea, it debuted to $1.2 million.

The weekend's other new offering, DreamWorks Animation's Captain Underpants: The First Epic Movie, is targeting younger tots. The animated film is tracking to open in the $25 million range after costing a modest $38 million to produce.

Based on the popular book series, Captain Underpants tells the tale of two fourth-grade troublemakers (voiced by Kevin Hart and Thomas Middleditch) who hypnotize their mean principal (Ed Helms) into thinking he's Captain Underpants, a hero from a comic book. The movie's characters also include Professor Pippy P. Poopypants (Nick Kroll) and a school snitch named Melvin Sneedly (Jordan Peele).

Captain Underpants is the final DWA title that Fox will release before Universal assumes marketing and distribution duties on all DWA movies.
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Why ‘Wonder Woman’ is less American than ever | New York Post

The long-awaited “Wonder Woman” has generated more buzz than any movie this year, and rightly so. She’s the most beloved and iconic female superhero ever, yet it’s taken decades — the film’s been in development since 1996 — for a Wonder Woman movie. It’s the first to pair a female director with a big-budget, comic-book film meant to be a franchise. In Gal Gadot, it has a star who served in the Israeli army and brings authority to her fight scenes.

“She is the ultimate symbol of strength,” Gadot said in 2015. “Never in my wildest dreams did I think I’d grow up to be in a movie playing someone who influenced as many women as she has.”

What’s curious about this version, coddled and crafted over decades, is the near-total absence of America. Wonder Woman was born during World War II, created by American psychologist William Moulton Marston, and her debut on the cover of DC’s Sensation Comics in 1942 depicted her in red, white and blue, storming into battle. She’d left her home, Paradise Island, to fight the Nazis in “America, the last citadel of democracy and of equal rights for women!”

This new Wonder Woman, however, has almost nothing to do with America. The film is set during World War I, in London. Steve Trevor, the pilot Wonder Woman rescues and falls for, is American in name only — here, he’s working for British intelligence.

[image: ]Lynda Carter as Wonder Woman from the 1970s series.Everett Collection


Most tellingly, Wonder Woman’s iconic costume has been leached of all color. The bald eagle on her chest, the white stars on her blue bottom, the red-and-white striped boots — all have disappeared. She’s no longer vibrant and strong; she’s sad, a pacifist whose armor resembles mourning attire.

Wonder Woman’s global box-office appeal, it seems, depends on no longer being American. According to a piece in the L.A. Times last year, 70 percent of box office revenue is generated overseas, and those markets now take precedence, no matter how closely your superhero is identified with the United States. In 2010, director Joe Johnson said that his Captain America “would not be a flag waver . . . just a good person.”

Among the most important markets is Germany, which is responsible for nearly 30 percent of foreign revenue. Still sensitive about World War II and its Nazi past, German audiences brook little discomfort, and this new “Wonder Woman” is hardly the first to concede.

“The Imitation Game,” the Oscar-winning 2014 biopic of Alan Turing, the British genius who cracked Nazi codes, was swiftly rebranded. “We toned down the hero aspect and sold it as an emotional drama,” the head of marketing said. As for the film’s raison d’etre, “We toned down the whole World War II backdrop.”



Same with “Lone Survivor,” the 2013 film based on a real-life Navy SEAL’s escape from Taliban forces. “In Europe we toned down the patriotism and made it into a thinking man’s film,” said the head of Germany’s SquareOne Entertainment, which specializes in such re-branding. “It was more nuanced than the US campaign.”

In his recent GQ cover story, Brad Pitt implied that his WWII drama “Allied” underwent similar repositioning last year, and the larger implications concerned him. “The European posters had the American flag in the background and it came back from the marketing department: ‘Remove the flag. It’s not a good sell here.’ I was like, Man, that’s America. That’s what we’ve done to our brand.”

Until now, the most iconic Wonder Woman has been the 1970s version played by Lynda Carter, her stars-and-stripes costume the truest representation. Since 1941 there have been few variations, and those never lasted long. When DC Comics put Wonder Woman in leggings in 2010, ardent fan Gloria Steinem criticized the move, saying it compromised her feminine strength. “Jeans give us the idea that only pants can be powerful,” she said. “Tell that to Greek warriors and sumo wrestlers.”

By 2011, Wonder Woman was back to her usual look.

Defenders of this latest cinematic costume may well point to the DC Comics films’ overall palette, the dark and despairing world of go-to director Zack Snyder. But to see Wonder Woman so remade, her look such a deliberate attempt to erase the country she’s long fought for, is to undercut what could have been the movie’s most substantial contribution: Why can’t Wonder Woman make America great again?
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Media playback is unsupported on your device


 Media captionThe Manchester line-up and how to watch


More than 10,000 "unscrupulous" people have falsely claimed they were at the scene of the Manchester attack in order to get free tickets for Sunday's benefit concert, Ticketmaster has said.
The agency said "opportunists or touts" had tried to take advantage of its offer for those who were at the Ariana Grande concert at Manchester Arena.
It has said fans at the original show can get into Sunday's event for free.
Some 25,000 people applied - but just 14,200 were at the concert on 22 May.
Twenty-two people died and 116 were injured in a suicide bombing at the end of Grande's show. 
Sunday's concert - One Love Manchester - is expected to raise £2m for the victims and their families.
Grande will be joined by stars including Robbie Williams, Little Mix, Take That, Katy Perry, Miley Cyrus and Justin Bieber.
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Image caption

                    Old Trafford cricket ground is being prepared for the show
                



The deadline for fans who were at the original concert to apply for free tickets for Sunday was extended twice, eventually closing at 14:00 BST on Thursday.
In a statement, Ticketmaster said: "We have set aside tickets for the 14,200 people who were at the Ariana Grande concert to attend One Love Manchester for free.
"More than 25,000 people applied for them. Sadly, over 10,000 unscrupulous applications have been made.
"At Ticketmaster we are doing everything we can - including extending today's deadline - to ensure that tickets go to the actual fans and not the opportunists or touts who have also been applying for free tickets."
As well as offering free tickets to those at the original concert, the company put around 35,000 further tickets on general sale on Thursday for £40 each. They sold out in less than 20 minutes.
But some have appeared on eBay for up to £200 each, leading fans on social media to vent their anger at the "absolutely sickening" sellers who were trying to cash in.
The auction site said it was removing them as fast as it could.
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EBay said it doesn't normally allow the sale of any type of ticket, so any listings for Sunday "will be removed automatically". But some did slip through the net.
The eBay statement continued: "All tickets for this event will most certainly be removed by the team who are doing manual sweeps to pick up any that slip through.
"We also aren't allowing the sale of any item which profits in any way from the tragedy in Manchester. All of these items are being removed if they appear, and the sellers' accounts will be restricted."
And Ticketmaster said: "We are cancelling tickets of those who are reselling wherever possible."
Read more:
Meanwhile, the four main online ticket marketplaces - Get Me In!, Seatwave, Viagogo and Stubhub - said they would not list any tickets for the show.
No tickets were listed on those sites at the time of writing.
The three-hour event will be staged at Old Trafford cricket ground and will be broadcast live on BBC One in the UK.
The concert line-up:

	Ariana Grande

	Justin Bieber

	Black Eyed Peas

	Coldplay

	Miley Cyrus

	Niall Horan

	Little Mix

	Katy Perry

	Take That

	Usher

	Pharrell Williams

	Robbie Williams



Follow us on Facebook, on Twitter @BBCNewsEnts, or on Instagram at bbcnewsents. If you have a story suggestion email entertainment.news@bbc.co.uk.

Have you got tickets for the concert? Were you at the concert which was attacked? Let us know by emailing haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk
You can also contact us in the following ways:

	Tweet: @BBC_HaveYourSay


	WhatsApp: +447555 173285


	Text an SMS or MMS to 61124 (UK) 

	Please read our terms & conditions
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Kathy Griffin and Donald Trump: TV Ad targets Jon Ossoff | McClatchy Washington Bureau

 A Republican Super PAC has found a new way to target Democratic candidates: Kathy Griffin.

A new ad uses the controversial comedian to criticize Democrat Jon Ossoff, saying her recent controversial actions are part of a pattern of behavior from “liberal extremists” who now support the House candidate running in Georgia’s 6th Congressional District.

Griffin drew widespread condemnation this week when she was pictured holding a fake severed head made to look like President Donald Trump. The head was covered in fake blood.

“Now a celebrity Jon Ossoff supporter is making jokes about beheading the president of the United States,” a narrator intones in the ad. “It’s not funny.”

Video of Griffin holding the head appears in the ad, alongside images of liberal filmmaker Michael Moore and black-hooded protestors smashing windows.



A spokeswoman for the group running the ad, Congressional Leadership Fund, said it is not yet on air in the Atlanta suburban district. But the group, which is spending $6.5 million on the closely watched special election, could decide to use it in the weeks before the June 20 election, said Ruth Guerra.

An official with the Ossoff campaign, in a statement, called the ad a “disgrace.” 

“Jon Ossoff believes what Kathy Griffin did was despicable and for Karen Handel’s Super PAC to say otherwise is a disgrace,” said Ossoff spokeswoman Sacha Haworth. “Karen Handel should immediately demand this ad be pulled before any more children have to see these disturbing images on TV.”

The use of Griffin is an unusual tack in race that has otherwise been about Ossoff’s and Republican Karen Handel’s backgrounds, national security and health care. But in a race that has been saturated in spending by the candidates and outside groups, trying a new approach (if the ad does run on TV) might be an attempt to break through with voters who have grown weary of all the TV ads on the race.

Ossoff faces Handel in a race that has drawn national attention as an early test of Trump’s popularity in a district he narrowly won during last year’s election. Ossoff is seen as a slight favorite, although both sides say the contest could still go either way.

Griffin has apologized for the picture, but the controversy has nonetheless cost her endorsements and a job co-hosting CNN’s coverage of New Year’s Eve.
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A female engineer at Tesla who accused the car manufacturer of ignoring her complaints of sexual harassment and paying her less than her male counterparts has been fired in what her lawyer alleges was an act of retaliation.


AJ Vandermeyden, who went public with her discrimination lawsuit against Elon Musk’s car company in an interview with the Guardian in February, was dismissed from the company this week.

Vandermeyden had claimed she was taunted and catcalled by male employees and that Tesla failed to address her complaints about the harassment, unequal pay and discrimination. “It’s shocking in this day and age that this is still a fight we have to have,” she said at the time.






Tesla factory workers reveal pain, injury and stress: 'Everything feels like the future but us'








In a statement to the Guardian, Tesla confirmed the company had fired Vandermeyden, saying it had thoroughly investigated the employee’s allegations with the help of a “a neutral, third-party expert” and concluded her complaints were unmerited.

“Despite repeatedly receiving special treatment at the expense of others, Ms Vandermeyden nonetheless chose to pursue a miscarriage of justice by suing Tesla and falsely attacking our company in the press,” a Tesla spokesperson said. “After we carefully considered the facts on multiple occasions and were absolutely convinced that Ms Vandermeyden’s claims were illegitimate, we had no choice but to end her employment at Tesla.”

“This was absolutely shocking for AJ. She is devastated,” Therese Lawless, Vandermeyden’s attorney, said by phone. “She brought the lawsuit in an attempt to make the workplace at Tesla more equitable and fair and to have Tesla comply with the law.”

Asked about Tesla’s justification for the firing, Lawless said: “They’ve just proven our case. It’s clear retaliation.” She added: “Somebody is trying to instill in employees that when they speak out about matters they are legally allowed to speak out about, they too will be fired.” 


Vandermeyden’s firing is likely to reignite debate over employment standards in Silicon Valley, where startups and major tech corporations are grappling with complaints of systemic wage disparities, gender discrimination and sexual misconduct.


An account of alleged sexism at Uber went viral earlier this year, fueling debate about harassment in the industry, while a recent federal lawsuit against Google has placed a spotlight on concerns about tech firms underpaying women. 

 

Lawless, who represented the former Reddit CEO Ellen Pao in her high-profile discrimination lawsuit, against the venture capital firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers, said she intended to file a formal retaliation complaint on behalf of Vandermeyden. 

“It is illegal in the state of California for an employer to retaliate against an employee who asserts her rights, including her rights to receive equal pay as her male colleagues.”

Vandermeyden, who started working at Tesla in 2013, claims in her lawsuit that she was paid less than male engineers whose work she directly took over as a manufacturing engineer in the general assembly department.

Her complaint further alleged that she raised issues about flaws in the quality testing of cars that her supervisors and male engineers had missed. Although she came up with a solution, men were granted positions over her, she alleged. The complaint said that she and other female engineers were denied promotions despite the fact that they were “equally or more qualified” than the men.

Vandermeyden also alleged that she experienced “unwelcome and pervasive harassment by men on the factory floor including but not limited to inappropriate language, whistling, and catcalls”.

Further, the lawsuit accused Tesla of retaliating against her for speaking up. Management allegedly told her that in order to advance her position, she would need to achieve a performance standard in the factory that was not expected of male engineers and was unattainable. 

Although she had positive performance evaluations, she felt she had to transfer out of general assembly to the purchasing department, according to the lawsuit, which also said that Tesla retaliated against her for being a “whistleblower”. 

Tesla has continued to strongly refute Vandermeyden’s claims. A spokesperson said the company had “conducted a thorough internal investigation” and “extensively re-reviewed all the facts”, repeatedly concluding that her allegations were false. 

Tesla added that Vandermeyden had been granted numerous positions “over other more qualified candidates” and was “given special treatment and opportunities for advancement that were unwarranted based on her qualifications”.

“The termination was based on Ms Vandermeyden behaving in what the evidence indicates is a fundamentally false and misleading manner, not as a result of retaliation for the lawsuit,” the spokesperson added. “It is impossible to trust anyone after they have behaved in such a manner and therefore continued employment is also impossible.”

The Vandermeyden case is one of several labor issues that have dogged Tesla, which is facing growing scrutiny over its practices in California. 

Earlier this month, the Guardian published an investigation into working conditions at Tesla’s “factory of the future” in Fremont, California, where several factory workers complained about their treatment at the plant.

Incident reports revealed that ambulances have been called more than 100 times since 2014 for workers experiencing fainting spells, seizures, dizziness, abnormal breathing and chest pains. A recent report from a worker safety organization found that Tesla workers were injured at a rate 31% higher than the industry average in 2015.






Contact the Guardian securely








The company has said it has significantly improved safety standards in recent months at the factory, and Musk told the Guardian he cared deeply about the health and wellbeing of his employees. 


Vandermeyden, in her interview with the Guardian in February, emphasized that she believed Tesla was a “revolutionary and innovative company” and said she took out a hefty loan to buy the cheapest version of the Model S car.

“Until somebody stands up, nothing is going to change,” she added. “I’m an advocate of Tesla. I really do believe they are doing great things. That said, I can’t turn a blind eye if there’s something fundamentally wrong going on.”

At the time, Vandermeyden said she was hopeful her lawsuit and public comments would not end her career at the company. But she expressed some concern that her decision to speak out could result in retaliation. “Half the time when I walk into work,” she said, “I wonder if my badge is going to work.”

Contact the author: sam.levin@theguardian.com
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Officials at The Evergreen State College in Olympia evacuated the campus late Thursday morning because of a threat, and the campus will remain closed Friday.

“In response to a direct threat to campus safety, the college is closing immediately for the day,” college officials posted on Evergreen’s website. “All are asked to leave campus or return to residence halls for instructions.”

College spokesman Zach Powers told The Olympian that the closure was “out of an abundance of caution ... due to a violent threat against the college received by local law enforcement.”

Powers said the threat was called in late Thursday morning to the business line for Thurston 911 Communications, which dispatches emergency calls in Thurston County. Officials at that agency informed Evergreen Police Services about the threat, and they passed it on to college president George Bridges.

Powers posted to the college’s website at 5:25 p.m. on Thursday evening, to suspend Friday’s classes. His post says college officials were notified around 10:30 a.m. about an individual using an unknown phone number, who claimed to be armed and headed toward Evergreen’s campus.



Powers said students and staff were notified of the original closure on Thursday morning through an emergency alert system that many subscribe to, and intercom messages that were broadcast in buildings, and through social media posts. 

“Evergreen police are being supported on site by members of local law enforcement,” Powers said. “There are other (law enforcement) agencies on site as people leave.”

College spokeswoman Sandra Kaiser said Olympia police officers and Thurston County Sheriff’s deputies were assisting in the investigation, which was being led by the nine-person Evergreen police department. 

During a news conference at 1 p.m. Thursday at the nearby McLane Fire Department, Kaiser said she didn’t know many details about the nature of the threat. 




“It was evaluated to be serious enough that law enforcement thought it was prudent to recommend that we close campus temporarily,” she said. 

The evacuation came after weeks of unrest on campus. Hundreds of students protested last week, citing institutional racism and bias on the campus by some of the college’s employees.

When asked whether there was any reason to believe that Thursday’s threat was connected to recent events on campus, Kaiser said: “There’s nothing that I know of that connects these things directly. But, of course, we live in troubled times and you’ve got to take public safety as a priority for everybody.”

Evergreen faculty member Ulrike Krotscheck said she was co-teaching a seminar for the course “Digging up Diseases” when her cellphone and many students’ phones began buzzing with texts about the emergency closure. After that, the announcement came over the loudspeaker. Krotscheck described the evacuation was “really calm and orderly.” 

She said she was glad officials made the call to close campus. 


Related stories from  The Olympian



“I was feeling all right about it,” she said. “The instructions were really clear and even if it were to find out that this was a false threat, I’m extremely grateful that (officials) treated it seriously.” 

Evergreen’s sports information director Nick Dawson said when he arrived on campus about 11 a.m., students were emptying out of their classes in crowds.

He saw a campuswide email that the school was closing when he sat down at his computer and immediately alerted other coworkers, ensured everything was being shut down, and left his building with other faculty members.

“We got out of there in a timely manner,” he said.

Dawson said the parking lot was overrun with students and faculty trying to evacuate all at once, and many cars made use of a field that leads to a service road to exit more faster, but there did not appear to be any panic.

“There was nobody that seemed harried or concerned,” Dawson said. “People were very calm and very collected.”

Zeb Hoffman was one of the students evacuated from campus just after 11 a.m. Hoffman, a senior, said he was in the bookstore trying on graduation gowns when he was alerted about the threat.

“I heard one of the employees of the bookstore tell another student they needed them to leave because they were closing campus, and I followed suit,” Hoffman said.

“I grabbed my stuff, headed toward the (Costantino) Rec Center, and ran into a couple other student athletes. I asked if they knew what was going on, but all they knew was that we were being evacuated and (the school was) being closed.”

Hoffman, 37, walked home and said he heard speculation about the cause of the evacuation, but nothing has been confirmed. He said some students headed toward dormitories while others left campus completely. He agreed with Dawson that there was no disorder.

“I think a lot of people were happy to get to where they thought they were safe,” Hoffman said. “They were following directions.”




Hoffman, a track and field athlete at Evergreen, was in Alabama at the NAIA national championships last week when the protests began, but said he followed along on social media.

“I expected it to continue into this week,” he said.

The college has about 4,000 students and about 800 faculty members and staff members at its Olympia campus, Kaiser said. 
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Evergreen’s sports information director Nick Dawson said when he arrived on campus about 11 a.m., students were emptying out of their classes in crowds.

He saw a campuswide email that the school was closing when he sat down at his computer and immediately alerted other coworkers, ensured everything was being shut down, and left his building with other faculty members.

“We got out of there in a timely manner,” he said.

Dawson said the parking lot was overrun with students and faculty trying to evacuate all at once, and many cars made use of a field that leads to a service road to exit more faster, but there did not appear to be any panic.

“There was nobody that seemed harried or concerned,” Dawson said. “People were very calm and very collected.”

Zeb Hoffman was one of the students evacuated from campus just after 11 a.m. Hoffman, a senior, said he was in the bookstore trying on graduation gowns when he was alerted about the threat.

“I heard one of the employees of the bookstore tell another student they needed them to leave because they were closing campus, and I followed suit,” Hoffman said.

“I grabbed my stuff, headed toward the (Costantino) Rec Center, and ran into a couple other student athletes. I asked if they knew what was going on, but all they knew was that we were being evacuated and (the school was) being closed.”

Hoffman, 37, walked home and said he heard speculation about the cause of the evacuation, but nothing has been confirmed. He said some students headed toward dormitories while others left campus completely. He agreed with Dawson that there was no disorder.

“I think a lot of people were happy to get to where they thought they were safe,” Hoffman said. “They were following directions.”




Hoffman, a track and field athlete at Evergreen, was in Alabama at the NAIA national championships last week when the protests began, but said he followed along on social media.

“I expected it to continue into this week,” he said.

The college has about 4,000 students and about 800 faculty members and staff members at its Olympia campus, Kaiser said. 







This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.theolympian.com/news/local/education/article153810709.html
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When the Left Turns on Its Own - The New York Times

Reasonable people can debate whether or not social experiments like a Day of Absence are enlightening. Perhaps there’s a case to be made that a white-free day could be a useful way to highlight the lack of racial diversity, particularly at a proudly progressive school like Evergreen. Yet reasonable debate has made itself absent at Evergreen.



For expressing his view, Mr. Weinstein was confronted outside his classroom last week by a group of some 50 students insisting he was a racist. The video of that exchange — “You’re supporting white supremacy” is one of the more milquetoast quotes — must be seen to be believed. It will make anyone who believes in the liberalizing promise of higher education quickly lose heart. When a calm Mr. Weinstein tries to explain that his only agenda is “the truth,” the students chortle.
Following the protest, college police, ordered by Evergreen’s president to stand down, told Mr. Weinstein they couldn’t guarantee his safety on campus. In the end, Mr. Weinstein held his biology class in a public park. Meantime, photographs and names of his students were circulated online. “Fire Bret” graffiti showed up on campus buildings. What was that about safe spaces?

Watching the way George Bridges, the president of Evergreen, has handled this situation put me in mind of a line from Allan Bloom’s book “The Closing of the American Mind.” Mr. Bloom was writing about administrators’ reaction to student radicals in the 1960s, but he might as well be writing about Evergreen: “A few students discovered that pompous teachers who catechized them about academic freedom could, with a little shove, be made into dancing bears.”

At a town hall meeting, Mr. Bridges described the protestors as “courageous” and expressed his gratitude for “this catalyst to expedite the work to which we are jointly committed.” Of course, there was also pablum about how “free speech must be fostered and encouraged.” But if that’s what Mr. Bridges really believes, why isn’t he doing everything in his power to protect a professor who exercised it and condemn the mob that tried to stifle him?
The Weinstein saga is just the latest installment in a series of similar instances of illiberalism on American campuses. In March, a planned speech by Charles Murray at Middlebury ended with the political scientists escorted off campus by police and his interviewer, Professor Allison Stanger, in a neck brace. In April, a speech at Claremont McKenna by the conservative writer Heather Mac Donald had to be livestreamed when protestors blocked access to the auditorium.

Shutting down conservatives has become de rigueur. But now anti-free-speech activists are increasingly turning their ire on free-thinking progressives. Liberals shouldn’t cede the responsibility to defend free speech on college campuses to conservatives. After all, without free speech, what’s liberalism about?



Continue reading the main story






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/01/opinion/when-the-left-turns-on-its-own.html
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        General election: Tory candidate charged over alleged election overspending in 2015 – live
        Andrew Sparrow (now) and Claire Phipps (earlier)

        All the day’s campaign news, as Brexit secretary appears to contradict Theresa May’s ambition to cut net migration to under 100,000 by 2022The Snap: sign up for our daily election email – and read today’s 10.55am BST I’m afraid we’ve had to close comments on the blog for now because of the risk of prejudicial comments relating to the Craig Mackinlay story.It is possible that they may get reopened later in the day. 10.51am BST The Conservative party has issued a statement about the decision to cha…

      

      
        Philippines attack: dozens feared dead after Manila gunman sets fire to resort
        Oliver Holmes in Manila, Kevin Rawlinson and agencies

        Police say suspect set himself alight and motive for attack on Resorts World Manila is more likely robbery than terrorismDozens of people are feared dead in a fire that started after a gunman burst into a Manila casino and set gaming tables alight.At least 36 people had died, mostly due to suffocation following the blaze, a spokesman for the Philippines president said. Continue reading...

      

      
        Paris agreement: Europe vows to keep fighting global warming after US withdrawal
        Oliver Milman, David Smith and Damian Carrington

        Emmanuel Macron says world’s duty is to ‘make our planet great again’ as leaders react to Trump pulling out of Paris accordEuropean leaders have pledged to keep fighting against global warming as widespread condemnation met Donald Trump’s announcement he was pulling the US out of the Paris climate accord.The leaders of France, Germany and Italy said in a joint statement that they regretted the US decision to withdraw from the accord, but affirmed “our strongest commitment” to implement its measur…

      

      
        TVs in the bedroom linked to childhood obesity, study finds
        Sarah Boseley Health editor

        Scientists say there is a clear link between having a TV in your bedroom as a young child and becoming overweight later in childhoodChildren who have a television in their bedroom at the age of seven are more likely to become overweight, according to new research.Sitting still for long periods watching TV has long been thought to be one of the changes in behaviour of the last few decades that could be powering the obesity epidemic. Continue reading...

      

      
        Counter-terror police arrest three in Sheffield and Huddersfield
        Jamie Grierson

        Two men, aged 24 and 29, arrested on suspicion of terror offences while a third, 23, was arrested on suspicion of assisting an offender Counter-terror police have arrested three men in Sheffield and Huddersfield following raids across Yorkshire.Two men, aged 24 and 29, were arrested on Thursday on suspicion of terrorism offences. The raids were not linked to the investigation into the Manchester Arena bombing. Continue reading...

      

      
        BA shutdown caused by contractor who switched off power, reports claim
        Staff and agencies

        Airline inquiry focuses on human error amid reports that contractor at a data centre inadvertently switched off the power knocking out BA’s computersAn investigation into the power outage that caused chaos for British Airways over the bank holiday weekend is likely to focus on human error rather than any equipment failure.A contractor doing maintenance work at a BA data centre is said to have inadvertently switched off the power supply, knocking out the airline’s computer systems, according to a …

      

      
        Murder of Venezuelan judge raises questions of political motivation
        Virginia López in Caracas

        Nelson Moncada, who had been involved in several high-profile cases, was shot dead in Caracas amid escalating political unrestA Venezuelan judge has been shot and killed as he approached a street barricade in Caracas, in an attack that has prompted fears of growing lawlessness as the country enters its third month of political unrest.Nelson Moncada, 37, was shot several times and then robbed of his belongings in a Caracas district that has been the frequent site of clashes between anti-government…

      

      
        Unite union faces legal challenge as McCluskey rival calls for poll rerun
        Rajeev Syal

        Gerard Coyne claims April leadership election should be declared void because of breaches of rules and harassmentLen McCluskey, one of Jeremy Corbyn’s closest allies and leader of Britain’s biggest union, is facing claims that his re-election in April should be declared void because of multiple rule breaches. Gerard Coyne, who lost the leadership election by fewer than 6,000 votes, will ask the certification officer on Friday to investigate whether the leader of Unite and his staff manipulated th…

      

      
        Black and Asian workers more likely to have insecure jobs, says TUC
        Katie Allen

        Employers and policymakers urged to tackle bias and racism in the workplaceBlack, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) workers are much more likely than white workers to be in insecure jobs such as zero-hours contracts, according to the Trades Union Congress.The TUC is urging policymakers and employers to tackle bias and racism in the workplace after its research found one in every 13 BAME workers is in temporary or zero-hours work, compared with one in 20 white workers. Continue reading...

      

      
        Rebel Wilson lied to journalist about age and real name, court hears
        Australian Associated Press

        Caroline Overington says Wilson ‘had not been honest’ when she confirmed her age was 29 and her ‘real name’ was RebelA journalist at the centre of a trial between Hollywood actor Rebel Wilson and a magazine publisher has said the comic star lied to her face.Caroline Overington worked for the Australian Women’s Weekly in 2014 when she interviewed Wilson in Sydney while the star was promoting the Stan online streaming service. Continue reading...

      

      
        Construction firm Mears bans workers from having beards
        Nadia Khomami

        Workers must be clean shaven to wear dust masks effectively, firm tells staffThe construction firm Mears has banned its workers from having beards, citing health and safety grounds.Staff were told of the decision at a “tool box talk” in Tower Hamlets, east London, that beards were now banned so that workers could “wear appropriate dust masks effectively”.  Continue reading...

      

      
        'I can stop and breathe': the people taking ketamine for depression
        Sarah Marsh

        It has a reputation as a party drug, but some patients say it has transformed their lives after no other treatments helpedWhen depression takes hold of Helen it feels like she is drowning in a pool of water, unable to swim up to the world above. The 36-year-old former nurse has had mental health problems most of her life. No drugs, hospital stays or therapies have been able to help.Then one day, during yet another spell in hospital, her consultant told her about a psychiatrist treating patients w…

      

      
        ‘Kill them, kill them, kill them’: the volunteer army plotting to wipe out Britain’s grey squirrels
        Patrick Barkham

        The red squirrel is under threat of extinction across Britain. Their supporters believe the only way to save them is to exterminate their enemy: the greys. But are they just prejudiced against non-native species? By Patrick BarkhamOne snowy dawn in March, I went hunting for squirrels in the Lake District. In the silent and empty woods beneath the Aira Force waterfall, the only thing moving was a solitary red squirrel, balanced on a nut-filled feeder hanging from a tree. If you grew up, as I did, …

      

      
        Ghosts, liberated women and Morgan Freeman: the films banned for odd reasons
        Ben Child

        Wonder Woman is the latest blockbuster to fall foul of the censors. From Borat to Sex and the City 2, here are some of the more peculiar film bansThe “glory” days of the British censor – when grey-faced men would take a pair of scissors to every 1980s horror flick, from Maniac to The Evil Dead, while the tabloids screamed “video nasty” in the background – are thankfully gone. These days it takes something truly horrific – a Human Centipede 2 or a Hate Crime – to ruffle the feathers of the British…

      

      
        Beauty amid the chaos: a snapshot of Syrian cities through Instagram
        Ahmed Haj Hamdo

        Photographers from Damascus to Aleppo are showing another side to their war-torn cities through Instagram. We speak to six Syrians about why some focus on destruction, and others on hope The reality of living in Syria’s protracted civil war depends on which city you are in. In the capital, Damascus, which remains under government control, life has returned to some semblance of normality after six years of bloodshed, with reports suggesting that in parts of the city it’s hard to tell there is a wa…

      

      
        Trump wants to shut out the world. Ditching the Paris deal proves it | Simon Jenkins
        Simon Jenkins

        The president’s decision to withdraw from the climate agreement reflects his contempt for internationalism – and the rise of a newly isolationist USSo we do have a new US – for the present. In the jargon of Trumpology, the president has tossed a sop to his climate-change denying chief strategist, Steve Bannon, and disappointed his green daughter, Ivanka. Or at least he is withdrawing the US from the Paris climate accord in three years (Bannon) but “renegotiating” it (Ivanka). Related: President's…

      

      
        Snapchat brings its hip round Spectacles to Europe
        Alex Hern

        Snap Inc’s glasses that film circular videos of users’ everyday lives have been placed in vending machines in London, Paris, Berlin, Barcelona and VeniceSnapchat is bringing its Spectacles to Europe, placing five “snapbot” vending machines in London, Paris, Berlin, Barcelona and Venice to begin selling the £129.99 wearable cameras.It is the first time the glasses have been available outside the US, where they led to hundreds of people queueing throughout the winter in a bid to secure the coveted …

      

      
        Which Tories have been assets to the campaign – and who has been hiding?
        Rowena Mason

        Many Conservative ministers have been kept on a short leash in a tightly controlled election campaign. So who has earned Theresa May’s gratitude – and who has been kept out of view?General election 2017 – live updatesThe prime minister has made daily campaign visits to all parts of the country, focusing on Conservative target regions such as the north of England, the Midlands, and Wales. However, she faced criticism for holding closed events to audiences of activists rather than addressing the ge…

      

      
        Tactical voting guide: how to make your vote count in the 2017 election
        Seán Clarke

        Use our postcode search to learn whether your constituency is one of those where a tactical vote could make a difference in the general election Continue reading...

      

      
        Be afraid, Tories: parents will fight your school cuts | Owen Jones
        Owen Jones

        Education cuts are vandalism – but with ‘picnic protests’ taking off across the country, the Tories have met their matchSlashing spending on education: what greater act of vandalism is there? A failure to invest in children will damage the prospects of this country for decades to come. No wonder the ever-diminishing Theresa May was jeered over her real-terms cuts in per-pupil spending in this week’s televised debate.Threats to children’s wellbeing trigger visceral emotions in parents. But with sc…

      

      
        Who should I vote for? The UK election manifestos compared
        Nadia Khomami, Paul Torpey, Duarte Carrilho da Graca  and Josh Holder

        The key pledges made by Labour, the Conservatives, Liberal Democrats, Greens, SNP, Ukip and Plaid Cymru in the run-up to the UK general election. Continue reading...

      

      
        New Zealand v Australia: ICC Champions Trophy 2017 – live!
        Daniel Harris (now) and Rob Smyth (later)

        Live updates from the second match of the tournamentYorkshire v Lancashire and more: county cricket – live!Virtue-signalling cuckery: sponsor Daniel’s Three Peaks ChallengeEmail Daniel here or Tweet him here with your thoughts 10.58am BST 6th over: New Zealand 40-0 (Guptill 26, Ronchi 13) In commentary, it’s wondered whether Smith wanted to bat second because there’s a decent chance of rain; perhaps, I guess.  Happy Birthday to @OfficialSLC captain @Angelo69Mathews! A look back to his brilliant T…

      

      
        French Open 2017: Muguruza, Djokovic, Nadal and more, day six – live!
        Jacob Steinberg

        Live tennis updates from the matches at Roland GarrosMurray made to work by Klizan in four-set victoryEmail jacob.steinberg@theguardian.com. Tweet @JacobSteinberg  10.58am BST And here’s a seventh break. Muguruza will serve for the set again at 6-5. 10.56am BST There have been six breaks on Philippe-Chatrier. The latest one is vital. At the fourth time of asking, Yulia Putintseva earns a deserved reprieve, forcing Muguruza to send a backhand long as she tries to serve out the set. It’s 5-5 and Pu…

      

      
        Isco: the bandy-legged magician who is finally able to walk tall for Real Madrid | Sid Lowe
        Sid Lowe

        Real Madrid midfielder will probably start the Champions League final against Juventus in Cardiff after supporting roles from the bench in the previous twoIsco has always had a wonky walk. “Odd,” he has called it: feet twisted, legs bendy, hips rolling, backside slung low – and still completely in control of the ball, never far from his foot. It was Iker Casillas and Sergio Ramos who first called him “Magia” but soon everyone in the Real Madrid dressing room followed – and you have to have someth…

      

      
        England’s Chris Woakes to miss rest of Champions Trophy due to injury
        Ali Martin

        • Woakes out with side strain he suffered in win against Bangladesh• Finn, Roland-Jones or Curran most likely replacement for key all-rounderEngland’s worst fears have been realised with the news that Chris Woakes has been ruled out of the remainder of the Champions Trophy following the left side strain he suffered during their opening victory over Bangladesh on Thursday.Woakes sent down just two overs at the start of the eight-wicket win at The Oval before leaving the field and, given the nature…

      

      
        County cricket: Yorkshire v Lancashire, Middlesex v Somerset and more – live!
        Will Macpherson at Headingley

        Live updates from the latest County Championship roundEmail Will here or Tweet him here with your musingsAustralia v New Zealand: Champions Trophy – live!Listen: Freelance Cricket Club podcast with Gareth Batty 10.56am BST Sounds like Yorkshire have agreed a deal with Tom Kohli-Cadmore, then.Anyway, it’s raining here and we won’t start on time. Teams: 10.53am BST  Continue reading...

      

      
        Navratilova brands Court a racist and homophobe in arena row
        Kevin Mitchell and Alice Ross

        Tennis champion’s open letter over former world No1’s anti-gay rights stance accuses player of stigmatising LGBT communityMartina Navratilova has accused Margaret Court of being “a racist and a homophobe” after the former Australian tennis champion said tenniswas “full of lesbians” and transgender children were the work of “the devil”. Related: Margaret Court says 'tennis is full of lesbians' as row escalates  Continue reading...

      

      
        Did a trip to a London cricket ground inspire Real Madrid to wear all-white?
        Nick Miller

        The legend says Arthur Johnson, a key figure in the club’s history, suggested a white kit after watching football at The Oval, but there are competing theoriesBy Nick Miller for The Nightwatchman, of the Guardian Sport NetworkThe yarn, as is often the case, is an excellent one. The story goes that the founders of Real Madrid – that famous old football club whose white shirts are perhaps the most identifiable outfits in European sport – were inspired to choose their pristine image by an afternoon …

      

      
        Kevin Durant and Warriors crush Cavaliers in Game 1 of NBA finals
        Arielle Retting at Oracle Arena, Oakland

        Golden State beat Cleveland 113-91 in series opener in OaklandDurant scores 38 points and Curry 28 in dominant performanceSloppy Cavs commit 20 turnovers to Warriors’ fourThe last time Kevin Durant played in the NBA finals, he walked off defeated and in tears. It’s safe to say things went better this time around: Durant was nigh on unstoppable as the Golden State Warriors trounced the Cleveland Cavaliers, 113-91, in Game 1 on Thursday night in Oakland. With their resounding victory, the hosts sen…

      

      
        Ben Ainslie’s GB crew dig deep to earn America’s Cup play-off place
        Press Association

        • Land Rover BAR narrowly beat France to earn second week in Bermuda• Defeat to New Zealand had left qualification on a knife edgeSir Ben Ainslie bounced back from a defeat to end Thursday’s racing at the America’s Cup on a high by securing a play-off place.The British crew retired in their first race of the day with New Zealand’s victory already secured but later dug deep to see off France in a thriller. The victory sent Land Rover BAR into their rest day on Friday safe in the knowledge they had…

      

      
        LeBron may or may not be a better player than Jordan, but he's a better man
        Damon Young

        The integrity and bravery of the Cleveland star suggests maybe LeBron doesn’t need to be like Mike. Maybe Mike should have been and needs to be like LeBronIt’s apropos that LeBron James, the greatest basketball player of the 21st century, has made (and will continue to make) the debate about whether he or Michael Jordan is the greatest basketball player ever a valid and relevant one with his most underrated characteristics: his stamina and consistency. There has not been an NBA season since 2003 where LeBron wasn’t a prominent figure;…

      

      
        Lyon beat PSG on penalties to win women’s Champions League final
        Michael Butler

        • Lyon 0-0 PSG (aet; Lyon win 7-6 on pens)Lyon became champions of Europe for the fourth time – matching the record set by Frankfurt – after beating PSG in sudden death of a penalty shootout to successfully defend their women’s Champions League title. Related: Uefa Women's Champions League final: Lyon v PSG –as it happened  Continue reading...

      

      
        Warren Gatland’s Lions start fine-tuning for heist of the professional era | Robert Kitson
        Robert Kitson in Auckland

        The last three British & Irish Lions sides in New Zealand struggled for tries but the current squad boasts more talent and a formidable roster of goal-kickersTwelve years in international rugby union is a sporting eternity. The last time the British & Irish Lions embarked on the ultimate tour of tours to New Zealand, Maro Itoje was a 10-year-old and Tony Blair had just won his third election. That whole expedition – Gavin Henson, Alastair Campbell, the ill-fated Power of Four anthem, the single r…

      

      
        Andy Murray made to work by Martin Klizan in French Open four-set win
        Kevin Mitchell at Roland Garros

        • World No1 beats Slovak 6-7, 6-2, 6-2, 7-6  in round two• Andy Murray recovers from 5-2 down in fourth set to winIf Andy Murray is to reach the French Open final for the second year in a row, confounding critics who say he will not make it out of the first week, he will have to shrug off the lethargy that plagued the start of his campaign last year and has struck again this week.In 2016 he survived two five-set matches early on. This year, as world No1, his two opening matches have taken him to …

      

      
        Mr Met gave fans the finger after 'derogatory things about his mom'
        Tom Lutz in New York

        Fan claims Mr Met’s mother was being insulted by members of crowdClub employee will no longer wear mascot costumeMrs Met yet to comment on husband’s faux pas at Citi FieldThe New York Mets’ season hasn’t lived up to its promise, with pitching struggles derailing a team tipped to compete for a place in the playoffs, and the pressure seems to have become too much for their mascot, Mr Met.On Wednesday night, as Mr Met made his way down the tunnel after his team’s 7-1 loss to the Milwaukee Brewers, h…

      

      
        Warren Gatland says his Lions possess the X-factor to unnerve All Blacks
        Robert Kitson in Auckland

        • Lions coach tells players to express themselves on eve of tour opener•Jared Payne withdraws from replacements’ bench with calf injuryWarren Gatland believes his British & Irish Lions side have the “X-factor” to stun the All Blacks and win a Test series in New Zealand for only the second time in history. The Lions coach is also keen to update local perceptions of northern hemisphere rugby and earn the respect of the public here from the start of the 10-match tour that kicks off on Saturday.Contr…

      

      
        From Khedira to Mandzukic: how Juventus built one of Europe’s best squads | Marcus Christensen
        Marcus Christenson

        Juve take on Real Madrid in the Champions League final on Saturday with an impressive mix of veterans, free agents and expensive signingsIt is July 2015 and the Juventus manager, Massimiliano Allegri, is talking excitedly about the club’s latest signing. Juve may have won the league title by a whopping 17 points the previous season but Allegri wants his squad to evolve and to become even better. Related: Dani Alves: I made one final promise to the Barcelona board – ‘You’ll miss me’  Continue read…

      

      
        Wenger in, Huddersfield up and a Champions League final preview - Football Weekly Extra
        Presented by James Richardson and produced by Ben Green; with Barry Glendenning, Raphael Honigstein , James Horncastle and Sid Lowe

        The podders discuss the news that Arsène Wenger is continuing his stay at Arsenal for another two years. Plus, Huddersfield Town return to the top flight for the first time since the 1970s; and Cardiff prepares to host Juventus and Real Madrid in the Champions League finalOn the final Football Weekly Extraaaa of the season, AC Jimbo returns to the pod alongside Barry Glendenning, Rafa Honigstein and James Horncastle to look back – belatedly – at Arsenal’s magnificent win in the FA Cup final, whic…

      

      
        Football transfer rumours: Monaco’s Kylian Mbappé to join Arsenal?
        Paul Doyle

        Today’s fluff is letting them all talkAs the Mill read today’s edition of L’Equipe during a high-powered breakfast with other influential figures in football, we turned to the Liverpool big cheese John W Henry and asked: “Say, did you ever find out what they’re smoking over there at the Emirates?” Henry didn’t reply because he was still on the telephone to Jürgen Klopp, who had rung five and a half hours earlier just to say good morning.So the Mill asked the other football Svengalis around the ta…

      

      
        Aidan O’Brien’s daughter becomes only third woman to contest the Derby
        Greg Wood

        • Apprentice Ana O’Brien to partner The Anvil for her father Aidan• Ryan Moore aboard joint favourite and one of six runners for BallydoyleA young apprentice jockey will attempt to become the first female rider to win the Derby on Saturday but the chance to make history will belong to Ana O’Brien, who will ride The Anvil for her father, Aidan, and not Gina Mangan, whose hopes of riding the 1,000-1 outsider Diore Lia were dashed by the British Horseracing Authority on Wednesday evening.Ana will jo…

      

      
        Jorge Sampaoli leaves Sevilla to take over as Argentina manager
        Press Association

        • Former Chile manager departs after one season in La Liga• Sampaoli announced at press conference in Buenos AiresSevilla have confirmed Jorge Sampaoli has departed to take charge of Argentina after compensation to trigger the release clause in his contract was received.The La Liga club said last week they had reached an agreement in principle with the Argentinian Football Association but set it a deadline of 1 June to complete the paperwork for the former Chile manager. Continue reading...

      

      
        Dani Alves: I made one final promise to the Barcelona board – ‘You’ll miss me’
        Nick Ames

        • Juventus full-back says he came close to tears after eliminating Barça• ‘Was I disrespected by the Barcelona board of directors? Absolutely’Dani Alves came close to tears when Juventus defeated his former club Barcelona in the quarter-final of this season’s Champions League but says he felt disrespected by the Catalan club when he left Camp Nou for the Serie A champions a year ago. Related: Marcelo and Dani Alves make Champions League final a battle of the full-backs | Sid Lowe  Continue readin…

      

      
        Tottenham offer €2m to buy on-loan goalkeeper Pau López from Espanyol
        David Hytner

        • Spain under-21 goalkeeper was on loan at Spurs last season• Offer includes up to €2m in future bonuses and a cut of any future saleTottenham Hotspur have moved to turn Pau López’s season-long loan into a permanent deal and have offered Espanyol €2m (£1.74m) plus a further €2m in add-ons. The proposal includes a clause that would guarantee the Spanish club a cut of any future sale and Tottenham are confident it will be accepted.Pau, who will play for Spain at the European Under-21 Championship i…

      

      
        Denny Solomona winning race to be fit for England’s tour to Argentina
        Gerard Meagher

        • Sale Sharks wing has been suffering with a foot injury• Eddie Jones confident player will make plane on SaturdayEddie Jones is confident Denny Solomona will be fit to win his first cap in Argentina and has challenged the youngsters in his squad to oust England’s British & Irish Lions for good.Jones rated Solomona as doubtful for the tour less than two weeks ago after he suffered a foot strain in Brighton but he has joined up with the England squad who leave for Argentina on Monday. Injuries to …

      

      
        FCC cricket podcast: Gareth Batty on England, money and the state of spin
        Will Macpherson and Vithushan Ehantharajah

        We met Surrey and England player Gareth Batty to talk about his long career, spin bowling and how English cricket may be on the verge of a pay disputeBy Will and Vish, for Freelance Cricket Club, part of the Guardian Sport NetworkEvery English cricket fan knows Gareth Batty. He’s the county stalwart who was never shirked the challenge when England called – however long he had to wait. But most of all, in his arguments with the opposition (we’re looking at you, Peter Trego), in his forthright defe…

      

      
        Donald Trump has ditched the world in favor of Big Oil's titans | Jill Abramson
        Jill Abramson

        To walk away from the Paris agreement is supremely selfish – and only benefits the dirtiest of polluters Craven, cynical and corrupt: an alliteration that sums up President Trump’s decision to pull the US out of the Paris accord on climate change. He rebuffed the entreaties of everyone from Elon Musk to the Pope. He ignored scientific evidence that already shows catastrophic beach erosion, cracking Arctic ice and flooding cities. Instead, he cast in with his climate change-denying EPA Administrat…

      

      
        ‘I’m a denialist.’ Confessions of a passionate remainer | Ian McEwan
        Ian McEwan

        Doubtful we will get the scrutinising parliament we urgently need this week, the novelist believes a youthful pro-European movement is mustering, ready to fight backIn the current state of Brexit politics, I belong to the smallest, saddest, most pessimistic faction. I’m a denialist. Almost a year on, and I’m still shaking my head in disbelief – not a useful political act. I don’t accept this near mystical, emotionally charged decision to leave the EU. I don’t, I can’t, believe it. I reject it.My …

      

      
        Theresa May is too cowardly to allow the Brexit election we so badly need | Martin Kettle
        Martin Kettle

        Britain is caught in a trap of the prime minister’s making: between a Europe it rejects and an America it should reject. Which is the real ally?Six weeks ago Theresa May stood in Downing Street and announced that Britain needed a general election to strengthen her hand on Europe. This week, after a reputation-denting campaign in which she has failed to debate Europe or anything else, she has returned to the Brexit theme. Related: The Supreme Leader doesn’t seem quite so invincible now | Andrew Ra…

      

      
        I used to be a shy Corbynite  but I’m over that now | Rhiannon Lucy Cosslett
        Rhiannon Lucy Cosslett

        The Labour leader believes in a more equal society, as do his supporters. So stop treating us like foolsAs the Tories’ lead in the polls narrows, and Theresa May’s malfunctioning android interview technique exasperates journalists and the public alike, I’m beginning to feel something resembling hope. I am aware that this is not good. It’s the hope that kills you, in the end. Related: Corbyn gained an edge in this debate, even if he hasn’t forged an alliance | Zoe Williams  Continue reading...

      

      
        Without EU regulations on chemicals, the UK will be a toxic dumping ground | Bruce Lourie
        Bruce Lourie

        Companies looking to flog products containing disease-causing substances will face few obstacles in Brexit BritainHow safe will it be to bring up your kids in Britain after Brexit? I’m not talking about crime, or abuse, or drugs, but something less visible. EU citizens are arguably the safest people on the planet when it comes to exposure to suspected cancer-causing or otherwise harmful toxins. This is because of Reach – the registration, evaluation, authorisation and restriction of chemicals sch…

      

      
        Rising violence against women gives voters stark choice  | Dawn Foster
        Dawn Foster

        Take Theresa May at her word: judge the Tory record on housing and cuts to domestic violence services that have left thousands of women more at risk In 2008, a Conservative MP launched a policy called  fair play on equal pay, claiming the party was willing to take action on the gender pay gap if elected. That MP, Theresa May, went on to become prime minister and in the current election, after failing to show up for a BBC debate, sent the home secretary Amber Rudd on her place to ask voters to “ju…

      

      
        Steve Bell on the relaunch of the Tory election campaign – cartoon
        Steve Bell

        Continue reading...

      

      
        China and the EU confront Trump on climate change. May just fawns over him | Ed Davey
        Ed Davey

        The Paris agreement is facing a mortal, US-led threat. But at this crucial moment, our prime minister is, once again, absent, silent and weakThe most important international agreement to tackle climate change is about to be dealt a severe blow – but Theresa May is nowhere to be found.Donald Trump is expected to withdraw the United States from the Paris agreement, in which 195 countries signed up to ambitious targets to arrest the rise in global temperatures. Such a decision from the US will heigh…

      

      
        Up against the Maybot, Corbyn struggles not to be a personality | John Crace
        John Crace

        The Labour leader has always claimed his political career is not about him, but as the Maybot crashes, it’s time for the Jeremy showCall it the quantity theory of personality. The less warmth and spontaneity the Supreme Leader reveals she has, the more engaging Jeremy Corbyn becomes.There was a time at the beginning of the election when the Labour leader looked a little lost; candidates deliberately kept his face off their campaign literature and all but the most devoted of his shadow cabinet wou…

      

      
        The Guardian view on May and the constitution: what does she mean by that? | Editorial
        Editorial

        The Conservative manifesto proposes abolishing the Fixed-term Parliaments Act. It doesn’t say why, and it doesn’t say what would replace itThe current general election will already be quite enough for most readers. Not even a masochist in an anorak will yet have given any serious thought to the one that comes after it. As things stand, that general election is now due on 5 May 2022. But not if Theresa May has her way.The Conservative general election manifesto contains a single sentence which has…

      

      
        The myths about money that British voters should reject | Ha-Joon Chang
        Ha-Joon Chang

        The economy is held back by persistent illusions – such as the idea Britain spends a lot on welfareBefitting a surprise election, the manifestos from the main parties contained surprises. Labour is shaking off decades of shyness about nationalisation and tax increases for the rich and for the first time in decades has a policy agenda that is not Tory-lite. The Conservatives, meanwhile, say they are rejecting “the cult of selfish individualism” and “belief in untrammelled free markets”, while adop…

      

      
        Let me count the ways to hate Amazon’s new bookstore | Emma Brockes
        Emma Brockes

        It sells doggy bags and pushes books to the back, but at least there is a human sensibility at work in this New York outletAmazon’s first “bricks and mortar” bookstore in New York, which opened last week, poses an exciting question for journalists: how do I hate thee?Let me count the ways. It pushes books to the back to foreground electronics. It transposes some of the features of digital Amazon to the material store in ways that don’t make a great deal of sense. And it doesn’t know anything abou…

      

      
        Just when you thought the neat left-right divide was over, two-party politics is back | Deborah Mattinson
        Deborah Mattinson

        After the referendum, it looked like the old certainties of British politics had crumbled. Now Labour and the Conservatives dominate, as they did in the 1980sThe referendum somehow seems a lot more than a year ago, and some of the debates that erupted back then seem a little tired too. As the dust settled, analysis focused on the irrelevance of left-right polarisation to the emerging new politics. Dividing lines had arisen based on geography, education and attitudes that often paid little heed to…

      

      
        The Guardian view on social media surveillance: Uncle Sam isn’t planning to friend you | Editorial
        Editorial

        Visa applicants to the US can now be asked for the names of their accounts. Suspicion that these changes are directed at Muslim travellers is only one of the reasons to objectThe appetite of the US national security apparatus for personal information appears insatiable. In December, the Obama administration began asking some foreign visitors for their social media account names. Civil liberties campaigners warned of the dangers then. Under President Trump that effort has been extended and enlarge…

      

      
        Shrinking tax base suggests personal allowance is generous enough
        Phillip Inman

        With the lowest-paid exempt from income tax and the higher-paid able to dodge it, those on PAYE are a sitting targetAt first glance, the latest income tax figures from HMRC make encouraging reading for anyone who believes in equality.Since 2013/14, around 300,000 people on low incomes no longer pay the 20p basic rate of tax, mostly thanks to the annual increases in the threshold at which people start paying income tax implemented by the previous government and the coalition before it. Continue re…

      

      
        We couldn’t trust the Lib Dems before. Tim Farron has shown we still can’t | Marienna Pope-Weidemann
        Marienna Pope-Weidemann

        The party’s leader performed well in the BBC debate. But we don’t need another performer: we need a leader with real values and the courage to stick to them“Hair-shirt, muesli-eating Guardian readers”. That’s what Tim Farron called us. Big words from a man whose party languishes at 8% in the polls. He accused Theresa May of taking her supporters for granted – well sure, but what do you call this? I’m not one to judge a political figure on a one-off television performance. It is, after all, not Br…

      

      
        Donald Trump's incompetence is a problem. His staff should intervene | Bruce Bartlett
        Bruce Bartlett

        Trump may not get any smarter any time soon, but he can act a lot smarter very quickly if he simply uses the resources at his disposalThe evidence is becoming overwhelming that Donald Trump lacks the temperament, basic knowledge or intelligence to be a minimally competent president. There are ways he can deal with this and compensate for it, but first he must become aware of it, and there is no evidence that anyone in his inner circle is going to tell him. The White House staff, the cabinet, and …

      

      
        We had to run our own trial for TB drugs – nobody else was doing it
        Dr Bern-Thomas Nyang’wa

        Tuberculosis kills more people than HIV, but medicines to treat the disease have barely improved in 50 years - it’s time for urgent and radical innovationFour years ago, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) made the decision to sponsor and run its own tuberculosis clinical trial. The aim was to find a new treatment regimen for drug-resistant tuberculosis (TB) that was radically better than what was currently available. As an organisation that specialises in delivering short-term emergency healthcare, t…

      

      
        Why there is still hostility when Jews and non-Jews fall in love | Giles Fraser: Loose canon
        Giles Fraser

        Kil’ayim is the Torah prohibition of mixing things that shouldn’t be mixed. Israeli author Dorit Rabinyan’s experience shows that this extends to loveThere are many different ways to complete the sentence “I cannot be antisemitic because… ”. All of them are dodgy. For the liberal left, the standard answer is “because I am a committed anti-racist”. For the “alt-right” it is “because I support Israel”. For me it is “because my wife is Israeli” – and I have learned never to say that one. Even “becau…

      

      
        Climate change isn't just a concern for the 1% – but it often seems so | Kate Aronoff
        Kate Aronoff

        Bankers and celebrities are often on the forefront of climate change discussions. Does that harm, rather than help, the cause?All signs now point to Donald Trump withdrawing the US from the Paris agreement, the closest thing the international community has to a plan for dealing with climate change. In the lead-up to this week’s expected decision, the nationalist, Steve Bannon-led wing of the White House has tried to paint climate change – and the agreement, by extension – as a concern of elites. …

      

      
        'A grim reality': concern over longer waits for NHS operations
        Denis Campbell Health policy editor

        Patients are being left in pain and discomfort due to fiancial pressures facing NHS, says Royal College of SurgeonsAn increasing number of patients are having to wait more than six months for an operation in hospital, official NHS figures show.The number of people in England being forced to wait that long has almost trebled in the past four years, from 45,054 in March 2013 to 126,188 in March this year – a 180% rise. Continue reading...

      

      
        Manchester attack: mother of youngest victim told of daughter's death
        Jamie Grierson

        Lisa Roussos, mother of eight-year-old Saffie Roussos, was injured in the blast but family friend says she is now ‘out of surgery and out of danger’ The mother of the youngest victim of the Manchester Arena bombing has been told about her eight-year-old daughter’s death after waking up from surgery.Saffie Roussos, from Leyland, Lancashire, was one of the 22 people killed by Salman Abedi when he detonated a backpack bomb at one of the entrances to Manchester Arena on 22 May. Continue reading...

      

      
        FTSE 100 and 250 hit new highs as UK construction figures beat expections - business live
        Nick Fletcher

        UK construction figures show surprise increase in MayMarkets boosted by hopes of positive US employment figures 10.34am BST Oil is on the slide, partly thanks to Donald Trump’s decision to pull the US out of the Paris climate agreement.There are concerns that the move could lead to more US drilling, which in turn would add to the supply glut that Opec and its allies have been trying to counter with their own agreement to cut output. 10.15am BST Over in Greece, and the country’s economy has grown …

      

      
        Theresa May sets out upbeat picture of post-Brexit Britain
        Heather Stewart Political editor

        Prime minister ditches ‘strong and stable’ message, saying she will ‘fight to earn every vote in this election’ General election 2017 – live updatesTheresa May has promised to “reach out to everyone, in every community” in the final week before the general election, as she set out an upbeat picture of post-Brexit Britain in an attempt to inject fresh vigour into the Conservatives’ campaign.The prime minister was upstaged by Jeremy Corbyn, the Labour leader, on Wednesday when he made a last-minute…

      

      
        Princes William and Harry to talk about Diana's death for BBC documentary
        Tara Conlan

        Royals to share for first time their memories of the week their mother died in Paris on eve of 20th anniversary Prince William and Prince Harry are to talk for the first time about the immediate aftermath of the death of Princess Diana for a new BBC1 documentary. With the 20th anniversary of their mother’s death in Paris approaching in August, the pair will discuss the events that followed in a special film, provisionally called Diana.  Continue reading...

      

      
        Nanny guilty of shaking 10-month-old Joshua Paul to death
        Press Association

        Viktoria Tautz had denied manslaughter of Joshua Paul, who collapsed at his parents’ home in north LondonAn unqualified nanny who violently shook a baby in a moment of “madness” has been jailed at the Old Bailey for four years after being found guilty of his manslaughter. Viktoria Tautz, 34, was responsible for 10-month-old Joshua Paul when he collapsed at his parents’ home in Haringey, north London, within half an hour of his mother leaving for work. The child was taken to hospital and died in h…

      

      
        Revealed: chocolate and drinks shrink since Brexit vote with no price drop
        Daniel Boffey in Brussels

        Minutes from meeting of port officials show UK shoppers are getting less value for money due to exporters’ concerns over sterlingExporters to the UK have been shrinking the size of products such as chocolate bars and fruit juices since the Brexit vote but not reducing the prices they charge British consumers in the shops, the government has been privately warned by European port officials.Minutes of a meeting between the Department for Transport and ports on either side of the Channel reveal conc…

      

      
        University of Edinburgh final-year students told 'graduation cancelled'
        Richard Adams Education editor

        Software system error thought to blame for emails sent to students sitting final exams and registered to graduate this summerOfficials at the University of Edinburgh were left red-faced after a system glitch sent emails to students sitting final-year exams informing them that they would fail to graduate as planned.Students who were registered to graduate this summer received a mysterious email headed “Graduation ceremony cancelled – no award”, sent shortly after midnight on Thursday morning. Cont…

      

      
        UK manufacturing in healthy shape despite election uncertainty
        Katie Allen

        Factories increase ouput and recruitment, according to purchasing managers’ index, with weak pound helping exportersBritain’s manufacturers stepped up production and hiring last month to keep pace with strong demand from home and abroad.The closely watched poll of factory sentiment came in just ahead of City economists’ expectations and suggested firms were shrugging off any uncertainty created by the general election. However, the responses from about 600 companies were collected between 12 and …

      

      
        Scunthorpe steelworkers enjoy the rewards of act of faith in new owner
        Rob Davies

        Share handout puts staff at British Steel in a positive mood 18 months after pay was cut in a turnaround planMick Galvin, a 30-year veteran of the Scunthorpe steelworks, is feeling chipper. Along with more than 4,000 colleagues, he is celebrating the end of a year-long agreement to give up 3% of their wages to help secure the future of British Steel.The restoration of their pay coincides with a return to the black – a £47m underlying profit capping a dramatic turnaround since the plant slumped to…

      

      
        Bolton hospital monitored mother's heart rather than baby's
        Press Association

        Hospital admits negligence after death of baby Sadie Pye whose heart rate was not monitored correctly during labourA hospital has admitted negligence after staff mistakenly monitored a mother’s heart rate instead of her baby’s. The baby, Sadie Pye, was starved of oxygen at birth and died hours later. Her mother, Danielle Johnston, 31, had her labour induced at the Royal Bolton hospital in June 2011 after developing gestational diabetes when she was eight months pregnant. She said midwives noticed…

      

      
        Parents of zookeeper Rosa King killed by tiger pay tribute
        Press Association

        Well-wishers thanked as Huntingdonshire council and police investigate incident at Hamerton Zoo ParkThe parents of a zookeeper who was killed after a tiger entered the enclosure where she was working at Hamerton Zoo Park, in Cambridgeshire, have paid tribute to their daughter.Police and the council are still investigating the death on Monday of the keeper, 34-year-old Rosa King. Continue reading...

      

      
        Soho loses notoriety as London's criminal gangs look east
        Mark Brown Arts correspondent

        Clip joints and phone thefts are still common in the capital, says author of a book on city crime around the worldSoho was once known for being the underbelly of London’s gangland, but criminals – much like the wave of gentrification – have moved east to trendier spots like Dalston and Shoreditch, according to the author of a book on global criminality.Conor Woodman spent four years exploring the criminal underbellies of cities around the world, from the pickpocketing gangs of Barcelona to elabor…

      

      
        Southern rail drivers suspend overtime ban in long-running dispute
        Gwyn Topham Transport correspondent

        Union says two-week suspension would allow time for fresh talks to resolve dispute over driver-only operation of trainsAn overtime ban by drivers that was set to cause major disruption for Southern rail passengers from Sunday onwards has been suspended for two weeks.The drivers’ union, Aslef, said the move would allow time for fresh negotiations to try to resolve the long-running dispute over driver-only operation of trains.  Continue reading...

      

      
        Beckham-backed film funding firm loses fight against £700m tax bill
        Nick Fletcher

        Ingenious, whose investors also include Gary Lineker and which has backed films such as Avatar, says it will contest ruling A controversial film-funding scheme whose celebrity investors included David Beckham, Gary Lineker and Ant and Dec has lost its latest court battle against a £700m tax bill.The financing firm behind the scheme, Ingenious, immediately said it would appeal against the ruling. Continue reading...

      

      
        Nigel Farage is 'person of interest' in FBI investigation into Trump and Russia
        Stephanie Kirchgaessner, Nick Hopkins and Luke Harding

        Exclusive: FBI interested in former Ukip leader’s ties with people connected to US president and WikiLeaks’ Julian AssangeNigel Farage is a “person of interest” in the US counter-intelligence investigation that is looking into possible collusion between the Kremlin and Donald Trump’s presidential campaign, the Guardian has been told.Sources with knowledge of the investigation said the former Ukip leader had raised the interest of FBI investigators because of his relationships with individuals con…

      

      
        Trump goes to supreme court in attempt to revive travel ban
        Reuters

        Emergency applications seek to override lower court rulings that immigration measures are discriminatory and violate the US constitutionDonald Trump’s administration has asked the US supreme court to allow his ban on travelers from six Muslim-majority nations to come into effect after it was blocked by lower courts that deemed it discriminatory. The administration filed two emergency applications with the nine justices seeking to block two different lower court rulings that went against Trump’s 6…

      

      
        Google to build adblocker into Chrome browser to tackle intrusive ads
        Jonathan Haynes and Alex Hern

        Google hopes it can improve browsing experience and protect its business model by only blocking the most annoying adsGoogle has confirmed it will build an adblocker into its Chrome browser from next year as it targets the most intrusive online adverts.The web giant is working with the Coalition for Better Ads, an independent group comprised of tech companies, publishers and major advertisers and agencies, that aims to improve the experience of web browsing. Continue reading...

      

      
        China's ivory ban sparks dramatic drop in prices across Asia
        Naomi Larsson

        Prices of raw ivory in Vietnam have fallen, which traders are linking to China’s announcement of its domestic ivory ban, according to new researchThe price of raw ivory in Asia has fallen dramatically since the Chinese government announced plans to ban its domestic legal ivory trade, according to new research seen by the Guardian. Poaching, however, is not dropping in parallel.Undercover investigators from the Wildlife Justice Commission (WJC) have been visiting traders in Hanoi over the last thr…

      

      
        Putin says Russian role in election hacking 'theoretically possible'
        Luke Harding and Alec Luhn in Moscow

        President denies government involvement but acknowledges possibility ‘patriotic’ hackers might have interferedVladimir Putin has given his broadest hint yet that Russia may have played a role in the hacking of western elections but emphatically denied that his government was involved.Speaking at the St Petersburg economic forum, the Russian president acknowledged that it was “theoretically possible” that “patriotic” Moscow hackers might have interfered in foreign polls. Continue reading...

      

      
        Drought takes centre stage in Kenya's election campaign as food prices rise
        Samuel Okiror

        Food shortages, spiralling prices and rampant corruption cast a long shadow over Uhuru Kenyatta’s government ahead of elections in AugustThe severe drought affecting Kenya, which has driven up the cost of food and fuelled inflation, has become a key issue on the election campaign trail.Food security has deteriorated since the end of 2016 and conditions remain dire in half of the country’s 47 counties. The situation has been exacerbated by the impact of climate change, and it is anticipated that s…

      

      
        Coffin of Polish president killed in plane crash contains remains of other victims
        Reuters in Warsaw

        Polish authorities say body parts of other people killed alongside Lech Kaczyński in 2010 ended up in his casketPolish authorities have found the remains of two other people in the coffin of former president Lech Kaczyński while investigating the plane crash in Russia that killed him and 95 others in2010. The caskets of 11 further victims also contained body parts of others, prosecutors said after examining 24 coffins from the crash. Continue reading...

      

      
        Microsoft co-founder unveils world's biggest plane
        Haroon Siddique

        Paul Allen’s Stratolaunch, which has a 117m wingspan, is designed to send satellites into orbitThe world’s biggest plane, boasting a 117-metre wingspan, has been launched by the Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen. The six-engine, dual-hulled Stratolaunch aircraft is designed to launch satellites into orbit. Launching the satellites on rockets while the Stratolaunch is in flight has the advantage of saving fuel comparing to sending them into orbit from a launchpad.  Continue reading...

      

      
        Tesla fires female engineer who alleged sexual harassment
        Sam Levin in San Francisco

        Lawyer for AJ Vandermeyden says termination was retaliatory after she took lawsuit public, accusing the company of discriminationA female engineer at Tesla who accused the car manufacturer of ignoring her complaints of sexual harassment and paying her less than her male counterparts has been fired in what her lawyer alleges was an act of retaliation.AJ Vandermeyden, who went public with her discrimination lawsuit against Elon Musk’s car company in an interview with the Guardian in February, was d…

      

      
        Trump waives law requiring US to move embassy to Jerusalem
        Peter Beaumont in Jerusalem

        US president’s move keeps embassy in Tel Aviv for now, despite campaign promise to move it to city Israel considers its capitalDonald Trump will not order the moving of the US embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in the near future, despite strong lobbying in recent days by senior Israeli officials.A senior US official disclosed that Trump – like all his presidential predecessors – has signed the six-monthly presidential waiver to the 1995 Jerusalem Embassy Act, reneging on a key campaign…

      

      
        Scientists discover how the brain recognises faces – by reading monkey's minds
        Hannah Devlin, Science Correspondent

        Using brain waves researchers were able to make almost perfect replicas of human faces shown to monkeys – raising prospect of thoughts being accessible to explorationScientists have created eerily perfect replicas of human faces that were shown to monkeys just from recording the animal’s brain waves, in one of the most impressive feats of mind reading to date.The demonstration solves one of the most intractable problems in neuroscience – how the brain recognises faces – and raises the prospect of…

      

      
        France's longest-serving TV anchor sacked by state broadcaster
        Kim Willsher

        France Télévisions denies David Pujadas’s departure is linked to election of new president Emmanuel Macron France’s longest-serving news anchor has been dismissed from his primetime role at France Télévisions, the French state-owned broadcaster. For 16 years, David Pujadas has been the face of primetime news on France’s public broadcaster, delivering the daily headlines, interviewing presidents and world leaders, hosting election debates and earning fans and critics in equal measure for his gentl…

      

      
        China firm that makes shoes for Ivanka Trump denies missing activists' claims
        Associated Press

        Activists alleged excessive overtime and low wages at the Huajian GroupOne has been detained, while two others are missing A Chinese company that makes shoes for Ivanka Trump and other brands denied allegations on Thursday of excessive overtime and low wages – accusations made by three activists who have been arrested or disappeared.The Associated Press reported on Tuesday that Hua Haifeng, an investigator for China Labor Watch, a New York-based not-for-profit group, had been arrested on a charge…

      

      
        Fraught White House campaign blamed as US bucks global trend towards peace
        Karen McVeigh

        Public distrust of US government affects harmony in North America, but annual index records first improvement in global peace levels since Syria war beganPeace has deteriorated in North America following the turbulent US presidential campaign, claim researchers, with racial tension and murder rates rising even as the rest of the world shows signs of recovering from a period of unprecedented violence and upheaval.The divisive nature of Donald Trump’s rise to the White House has increased mistrust …

      

      
        Spain's top anti-corruption prosecutor quits over Panama link
        Sam Jones

        Manuel Moix’s resignation comes after claims he interfered in corruption investigations involving the ruling People’s partySpain’s top anti-corruption prosecutor has resigned following weeks of pressure that culminated in an admission that he holds a stake in an offshore company in Panama.Manuel Moix stepped down “for personal reasons” on Thursday, shortly after it emerged that he has a quarter-share in a company in the Central American tax haven that was apparently set up as part of an inheritan…

      

      
        Canadian nurse pleads guilty to killing eight seniors in nursing homes
        Associated Press in Toronto

        Elizabeth Wettlaufer says she injected eight people with insulin for no reasonNurse pleads guilty to eight counts of murder and four of attempted murderA former nurse has pleaded guilty to first-degree murder in the deaths of eight nursing home residents, in one of the worst serial killer cases in Canadian history.Elizabeth Wettlaufer also pleaded guilty to four counts of attempted murder and two counts of aggravated assault. Continue reading...

      

      
        White House granted 14 ethics waivers to staffers including ex-lobbyists
        Associated Press

        Disclosure follows battle between ethics office and White House lawyers and shows Kellyanne Conway and Steve Bannon among those who received waiversThe White House, late on Wednesday, posted on its website ethics waivers granted to four ex-lobbyists and numerous others who have joined government – including one for Kellyanne Conway and another that applies to Steve Bannon.In all, the White House has granted 14 ethics waivers. Continue reading...

      

      
        George Soros attacks Hungarian prime minister for building a 'mafia state'
        Jennifer Rankin in Brussels

        Financier says his Central European University is still under threat folllowing Viktor Orbán’s curbs on foreign ownershipGeorge Soros has accused the Hungarian prime minister Viktor Orbán of building a “mafia state”, as he warned the fate of the Central European University he founded still hangs in the balance. The Hungarian-born financier and philanthropist said he was confident the university’s defence of its freedom would ultimately “bring the slow-moving wheels of justice into motion”, but sa…

      

      
        India's slowing growth blamed on 'big mistake' of demonetisation
        Michael Safi South Asia correspondent

        Prime minister Narendra Modi’s policy of stopping issue of higher value banknotes has weakened economy, say expertsIndia has posted its slowest growth rate in two years, ceding its status as the world’s fastest-growing major economy to China, with economists blaming the downturn partly on last year’s shock decision to recall the country’s two highest-value bank notes. Related: India withdraws 500 and 1,000 rupee notes in effort to fight corruption  Continue reading...

      

      
        Keir Starmer tells Owen Jones: 'Brexit is an opportunity for sensible immigration rules' – video
        Owen Jones, Adam Sich and Mat Heywood

        Keir Starmer tells Owen Jones that a Labour government would honour the result of the referendum on leaving the European Union and that it provides a blank piece of paper on which to write ‘fair, effective and humane’ immigration policies. The shadow Brexit secretary adds that Theresa May’s threat to walk away with no deal would be a ‘disaster’.An extended version of this interview is available on Owen Jones’s YouTube channel Continue reading...
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General election: Tory candidate charged over alleged election overspending in 2015 - live | Politics | The Guardian

Craig Mackinlay

That on 11 June 2015, being a candidate at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, you knowingly made the declaration accompanying the return for the regulated period from 19 December 2014 to 29 March 2015, delivered under Section 81(1) of the Representation of People Act 1983, required by Section 82(1) of the same Act, falsely, contrary to Section 82(6) of the same Act.

That on 11 June 2015, being a candidate at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, you knowingly made the declaration accompanying the return for the regulated period from 30 March 2015 to 7 May 2015, delivered under Section 81(1) of the Representation of People Act 1983, required by Section 82(1) of the same Act, falsely, contrary to Section 82(6) of the same Act.

Nathan Gray

That on 11 June 2015, being an election agent at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, you failed to deliver a true return containing a statement of all election expenses in the regulated period from 19 December 2014 to 29 March 2015 as required by Section 81(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983, contrary to Section 84 of the same Act.

That on 11 June 2015, being the election agent at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, you failed to deliver a true return containing a statement of all election expenses in the regulated period from 30 March 2015 to 7 May 2015 as required by Section 81(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983, contrary to Section 84 of the same Act.

That on 11 June 2015, being the election agent at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, you knowingly made the declaration accompanying the return for the regulated period from 30 March 2015 to 7 May 2015, delivered under Section 81(1) of the Representation of People Act 1983, required by Section 82(1) of the same Act, falsely, contrary to Section 82(6) of the same Act.

Marion Little

That you did aid, abet, counsel and procure Craig Mackinlay, a candidate at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, to knowingly make the declaration accompanying the return for the regulated period from 19 December 2014 to 29 March 2015, delivered under Section 81(1) of the Representation of People Act 1983, required by Section 82(1) of the same Act, falsely, contrary to Section 82(6) of the same Act.

That you did aid, abet, counsel and procure Craig Mackinlay, a candidate at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, to knowingly make the declaration accompanying the return for the regulated period from 30 March 2015 to 7 May 2015, delivered under Section 81(1) of the Representation of People Act 1983, required by Section 82(1) of the same Act, falsely, contrary to Section 82(6) of the same Act.

That you did aid, abet, counsel and procure Nathan Gray, an election agent at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, to fail to deliver a true return on 11 June 2015 containing a statement of all election expenses in the regulated period from 19 December 2014 to 29 March 2015 as required by Section 81(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983, contrary to Section 84 of the same Act.

That you did aid, abet, counsel and procure Nathan Gray, an election agent at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, to fail to deliver a true return on 11 June 2015 containing a statement of all election expenses in the regulated period from 30 March 2015 to 7 May 2015 as required by Section 81(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983, contrary to Section 84 of the same Act.

That you did aid, abet, counsel and procure Nathan Gray, an election agent at the UK General Election on 7 May 2015, to knowingly make the declaration accompanying the return for the regulated period from 30 March 2015 to 7 May 2015, delivered under Section 81(1) of the Representation of People Act 1983, required by Section 82(1) of the same Act, falsely, contrary to Section 82(6) of the same Act.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2017/jun/02/general-election-2017-immigration-target-david-davis-question-time-politics-live
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Dozens of people are feared dead in a fire that started after a gunman burst into a Manila casino and set gaming tables alight.


At least 36 people had died, mostly due to suffocation following the blaze, a spokesman for the Philippines president said.

The unidentified lone gunman stormed the casino at Resorts World Manila, a complex of hotels, restaurants, stores and a sprawling multi-floor gambling area, in the early hours of Friday morning. He fled with stolen casino chips worth at least 113m Philippine pesos (£1.7m, $2.3m), then forced his way into a room in an adjoining hotel and killed himself by dousing himself in gasoline and setting himself alight, police said.

National police chief Ronald dela Rosa said security footage showed the gunman ignoring a guard who tried to question him at the complex’s entrance, then going straight to the casino. He stuffed a backpack with gambling chips, fired an assault rifle at TV screens and set gambling tables on fire by pouring gasoline on to them from a two-litre bottle, dela Rosa said. 

It was not clear how he smuggled the gasoline and rifle into the crowded casino. The bag of high-value gambling chips was found in a toilet.


 Dela Rosa described the gunman as white, about 6ft tall and English-speaking. 
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  CCTV images of the suspect. Photograph: Philippines National Police




US terrorism monitor the Site Intelligence Group said an Islamic State-linked Filipino operative claimed “lone wolf soldiers” of Isis were responsible for the attack. Police, however, said the gunman was acting alone and that they could see no connection with fighting taking place in the country’s south against Isis-aligned militants.

South Korea’s foreign ministry said one South Korean died of an apparent heart attack after being evacuated from the casino and that three others had light injuries from the stampede and smoke set off by the attack.

Armed police were deployed at about 2am on Friday (6pm GMT Thursday) after gunfire and loud bangs were heard inside the building. Dozens of people were injured as they tried to escape, before officers gained control of the situation.

A fire was still burning on the second floor of the building on Friday morning, a Fire Protection Bureau spokesman said. A military spokesman said: “We are monitoring the situation. The police are on top of the situation. We will issue a statement when we have a complete picture of the incident.”

Pictures circulating on social media showing smoke pouring out of a building at Resort World Manila, which is close to the city’s airport.


Manila map


The Manila Times quoted Fernando Atienza, a representative of the aid organisation, as saying that at least 25 people had been injured and some people had suffered serious injuries because they jumped from the second floor of the hotel.

“I heard many, many gunshots,” Julio Silva, a witness who managed to dash out of the mall complex, told DZMM radio. Other witnesses who spoke to local radio stations said several gunmen had been seen in the complex.

A spokesman for the nearby Ninoy Aquino airport told the Guardian: “Terminal 3 has been locked down because it is near the Resort World. We still don’t know how this will affect flights.” Terminal 3 manages international and domestic flights.
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  A Filipino man is frisked by a police officer outside the Resort World Manila. Photograph: Ezra Acayan/EPA




The Philippines’ armed forces have been fighting a militant faction sympathetic to Islamic State in the country’s south. A fierce 10-day battle has been raging in the city of Marawi, about 500 miles (800km) south of Manila, and, last week, the Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte imposed martial law across the southern region of Mindanao, arguing that the measure was necessary to crush a rising threat posed by Isis-linked rebels.

In Marawi, the army has deployed helicopter gunships and artillery fire to try to dislodge the gunmen, but they have held a large section of the city.

Over the past week, security forces have been deployed to other cities in Mindanao province, concerned that the militants may attempt to launch attacks outside Marawi.

The clashes started after security forces tried to capture Isnilon Hapilon, an Islamist militant leader who is the subject of a $5m (£3.88m) reward offered by the FBI and endorsed by Isis.






The Philippine ‘Suicide Squad’ saving civilians trapped on Isis frontline








Hapilon is believed to be a senior leader in a coalition of insurgent groups in the Philippines, although their operational links with Islamic State in the Middle East remain unclear. The clashes there have left at least 171 people dead and Duterte said last week he may need to declare martial law across the rest of the country if the threat spread.

He has said he fears that the “terrible ideology” of Isis will spread on Mindanao, an island of 22 million people, and has warned that it could become a haven for supporters fleeing Iraq and Syria.

Concerns about Isis involvement in the Manila incident were heightened when the Site Intelligence Group, a US-based organisation that monitors militant websites, reported that a Filipino Islamic State operative had claimed responsibility. Police poured cold water on the claims within hours.


The US president, Donald Trump, passed on the thoughts and prayers of the American people to those affected by the incident. Speaking in the White House Rose Garden, Trump said: “It is really very sad as to what’s going on throughout the world with terror.” He added that he was “closely monitoring the situation” and would continue to provide updates.
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  Filipino police officers take their position outside the Resort World Manila. Photograph: Ezra Acayan/EPA




Associated Press contributed to this report
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European and Chinese leaders have pledged to continue in combatting global warming as widespread condemnation met Donald Trump’s announcement he was pulling the US out of the Paris climate accord.

The US president “can’t and won’t stop all those of us who feel obliged to protect the planet.” She said the move was “extremely regrettable and that’s putting it very mildly”, said Angela Merkel, the German chancellor

Leaders from around the world, major businesses and city mayors across America have criticised Trump’s decision, announced on Thursday, to withdraw the US from the global deal to cut greenhouse gas emissions agreed in Paris in December 2015.


Li Keqiang, the Chinese premier, joined Jean Claude Juncker, the European commission president, on Friday in a show of solidarity at an EU-China summit in Brussels. Both spoke of the importance of continued international cooperation to defeat global warming.

Junker said: “Our relationship is founded on a shared commitment to openness and working together as part of a rules based international system, and I am glad we can be here today to say this loud and clear.

“There is no reverse gear to the energy transition. There is no backsliding from the Paris agreement.”


Li added: “The future of China and Europe will be brilliant and splendid.”


Trump’s decision to withdraw the US from the Paris accord means the world’s second largest emitter of greenhouse gases joins Syria and Nicaragua as the only countries not be party to it.

In an announcement in the White House garden, he said: “The Paris deal hamstrings the United States while empowering some of the world’s top polluting countries … That’s not going to happen while I’m president, I’m sorry.”

He added: “I was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris.”

The leaders of France, Germany and Italy responded with a joint statement that said they regretted the US decision to withdraw from the accord, but affirmed “our strongest commitment” to implement its measures and encouraged “all our partners to speed up their action to combat climate change”.







Paris climate deal: what was agreed and does it matter if US withdraws?








Emmanuel Macron, the French president, said in an unprecedented English-language speech from the Elysée Palace, that he believed Trump had made a mistake. “I do respect this decision but I do think it is an actual mistake both for the US and for our planet.









 
‘Make our planet great again’: Macron rebukes Trump over Paris withdrawal




“Wherever we live, whoever we are, we all share the same responsibility: make our planet great again,” Macron added.

Downing Street issued a later statement saying the British prime minister, Theresa May, had told Trump of her “disappointment” but Downing Street sources would not say whether May had been asked to sign the declaration from the other European G7 countries.


The Labour leader, Jeremy Corbyn, accused her of “subservience to Trump.”

Trump’s predecessor, Barack Obama, issued a rare statement saying the new administration had joined “a small handful of nations that reject the future”. But he said that US states, cities and businesses “will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we’ve got”.









 
US will withdraw from Paris agreement, Trump announces




Former vice-president Al Gore called the move “reckless and indefensible”, while among the business leaders to express regret over the move was Jeff Immelt, the chair and CEO of General Electric, who said “climate change is real” and “industry must now lead”.






'Yes or no?' White House won't say if Trump is a climate change denier








The Pittsburgh mayor, Bill Peduto, said he would issue an executive order on Friday pledging the city would follow through on carbon reduction goals. “In cities across America, you’ll see mayors standing up and saying, ‘We got this,’” he told CNN.

Fiji’s prime minister, Voreqe Bainimarama, who in November will chair an annual climate summit in Germany, said the decision was a grave disappointment for places such as his Pacific island nation and US coastal cities such as New York and Miami that are vulnerable to climate change.

Japan, Australia, New Zealand and South Korea also regretted the US move and reiterated their commitment to implement the agreement. Former Mexican president Vicente Fox, who has often clashed with Trump, said on Twitter the US president was “declaring war on the planet itself”.

Trump’s decision risks destabilising the Paris deal, with remaining participants faced with the choice of trying to make up the shortfall in emissions cuts or following the US’s lead and abandoning the agreement. In 2015, nearly 200 countries agreed to curb greenhouse gas emissions in order to prevent the runaway climate change that would occur should temperatures spiral 2C or more above the pre-industrial era.


The US emissions reduction pledge accounts for a fifth of the global emissions to be avoided by 2030, with an analysis by not-for-profit group Climate Interactive showing that a regression to “business as usual” emissions by the US could warm the world by an additional 0.3C by 2100. This would help push global temperature rise well beyond 2C, causing punishing heatwaves, a rise in sea level, displacement of millions of people and the loss of ecosystems such as coral reefs.






President's Paris climate speech annotated: Trump's claims analysed








Prof John Schellnhuber, a climate scientist and former adviser to the EU, Angela Merkel and the pope, said the US would be the loser from its withdrawal. “China and Europe have become world leaders on the path towards green development already and will strengthen their position if the US slips back. The Washington people around Trump fail to recognise that the climate wars are over, while the race for sustainable prosperity is on.”

Trump followed through with his campaign pledge to “cancel” US involvement in the Paris accord following months of conflicting signals over whether he would do so or just scale back the US ambition to cut emissions.


The withdrawal represents a victory for the nationalist elements in Trump’s administration, such as his strategist Steve Bannon, who have argued the Paris deal undermines an “America first” approach, harms domestic coal production and hinders efforts to repeal Barack Obama-era regulations such as the Clean Power Plan. 

Trump sought to frame his decision as part of this nationalist agenda. “The Paris agreement handicaps the United States economy in order to win praise from the very foreign capitals and global activists that have long sought to gain wealth at our country’s expense,” he said. “They don’t put America first. I do, and I always will.”

The anti-agreement faction had jockeyed for Trump’s favour over a rival school of thought, including the secretary of state, Rex Tillerson, and Ivanka Trump, the president’s daughter and adviser, that argued the US should remain in the Paris deal in order to preserve its diplomatic influence.
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TVs in the bedroom linked to childhood obesity, study finds | Society | The Guardian

Children who have a television in their bedroom at the age of seven are more likely to become overweight, according to new research.


Sitting still for long periods watching TV has long been thought to be one of the changes in behaviour of the last few decades that could be powering the obesity epidemic.

“Ironically, while our screens have become flatter, our children have become fatter,” say the authors of the study from University College London (UCL).

It has been suspected that having a TV in the bedroom might exacerbate the problem. Children or adolescents might be snacking unobserved, they could be exposed to advertising for junk food while watching adult programmes and they may not sleep as well, which is also linked to putting on weight.

The researchers used data on more than 12,000 children born in 2000/2001 who were recruited to the UK Millennium Cohort Study, set up to look at the influences on children’s development into adulthood. They investigated the data from the age of seven to 11. More than half had a TV in their bedroom.

They found that girls who had a TV in their bedroom at age seven were at an approximately 30% higher risk of being overweight at age 11, compared to children who did not have a TV in their bedroom. Boys were 20% more likely to become overweight.

The more hours girls spent watching in their room, the more likely they were to be overweight, the study found, although they had to rely on what they were told by the parents and the effect did not apply to boys. Spending hours playing on a computer, again reported by parents, did not appear to result in an increase in weight.

“Childhood obesity in the UK is a major public health problem. In England, about one-third of all 11 year olds are overweight and one in five are obese. Our study shows that there is a clear link between having a TV in the bedroom as a young child and being overweight a few years later,” said lead author Dr Anja Heilmann from the UCL Institute of Epidemiology and Health Care.

“Future childhood obesity prevention strategies should consider access to TVs in children’s bedrooms as a risk factor for obesity.”

The study is published in the International Journal of Obesity. One of its strengths, in addition to the large number of children involved, is that all participants had not only their weight and height measured but also their body fat, which allowed the researchers to be more confident as to whether they were overweight or simply had more muscle.

The researchers also had data on the children’s height and weight at the age of three, which meant they could be sure that the children were not watching TV in their room just because they were already overweight.

“As the study indicates, more research is needed to fully understand this complex area, but this is a high quality study covering a very large and nationally representative sample and provides a reasonably strong basis to think that the links shown here are real,” said Prof Russell Viner of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, who was not involved in the study. “It highlights that having a TV in the bedroom from seven years increases the risk of being overweight four years later, regardless of the child’s weight in earlier childhood. As such, the findings must be taken very seriously.” 

 “Furthermore, the study adds yet more weight to our recommendations for the next government to tackle this issue which include a strict ban on junk food advertising before the 9 o’clock watershed.”

Prof Nick Finer, consultant endocrinologist and bariatric physician at UCL, called it a powerful study. “The study suggests, but does not prove that a bedroom TV causes the weight gain, but is highly suggestive even if the mechanism by which it could do so is unclear,” he said. 

“The authors rightly do not say that parents should not put a TV in their child’s bedroom ... However it is hard not to think that parents concerned about their child’s risk of becoming overweight might appropriately consider not putting a TV in their young children’s bedrooms.”
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Counter-terror police arrest three in Sheffield and Huddersfield | UK news | The Guardian

Counter-terror police have arrested three men in Sheffield and Huddersfield following raids across Yorkshire.

Two men, aged 24 and 29, were arrested on Thursday on suspicion of terrorism offences. The raids were not linked to the investigation into the Manchester Arena bombing.

Residents living near the raided homes, including flats in the Kelham Island area of Sheffield and a house in the Crosland Moor area of Huddersfield, reported loud bangs and scores of armed police entering the properties.

A third man, aged 23, from Sheffield, was arrested on Friday morning on suspicion of assisting an offender. 

A statement from the north east counter-terrorism unit said: “Both property searches have now concluded and we would like to thank the local communities for their patience and understanding.” 

Police said: “There are no connections to the recent incident and investigation in Manchester. The operation is based on recently received intelligence. We understand that people may have concerns as a result of this activity and we are grateful for the patience and understanding of the public while these inquiries are carried out.”

The CTU moved to reassure the public, saying the loud noises were part of police operations to gain entry to addresses. 

People living around a block of flats between Dun Street and Cornish Street, close to Sheffield’s Inner Ring Road, reported hearing a bang at about 5.30pm on Thursday. One man who lived in the block said he saw a second-floor flat’s door had been blown off. 


Others said they saw armed plain-clothed officers in the triangular courtyard in the centre of the modern block. 


The flats are fairly new, a short walk from the city centre, in an area that has changed in recent years from a site of derelict 19th-century industrial buildings to a series of residential flats redevelopments. 


On Thursday night, cordons on the streets surrounding the property were lifted, although a number of police officers continued to guard the block, which is opposite the Shalesmoor tram stop, as searches continued. 


Similar scenes were reported in Huddersfield, where a large number of armed police were deployed in the Ellison Street area of the town. 
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BA shutdown caused by contractor who switched off power, reports claim | Business | The Guardian

An investigation into the power outage that caused chaos for British Airways over the bank holiday weekend is likely to focus on human error rather than any equipment failure.


A contractor doing maintenance work at a BA data centre is said to have inadvertently switched off the power supply, knocking out the airline’s computer systems, according to a report in the Times.

Quoting a BA source, the newspaper said the power supply unit that prompted the IT failure was working perfectly but was accidentally shut down by a worker. 

BA had to cancel all flights from London’s Heathrow and Gatwick airports last Saturday, leaving 75,000 passengers stranded. It blamed a power surge that knocked out its computer system, disrupting flight operations, call centres and its website.

Willie Walsh, the chief executive of British Airways’ parent company IAG, on Thursday praised BA bosses for “doing everything possible” after the IT meltdown.

Walsh’s comments came amid reports that the BA board is demanding an external inquiry into the fiasco, which is expected to land the airline with a compensation bill of more than £100m.

He said the investigation would take time but insisted that BA’s management, led by the chief executive, Alex Cruz, “did everything they could in the circumstances”.

The airline has been criticised for not promising full compensation to all those affected, but Walsh pledged: “Our focus will be on making sure that any of our customers who experienced disruption are satisfied with how we handled things. Clearly we will do everything we can to make up for the disruption that they suffered.”

However, customers have been further angered by BA’s online claim forms, which instructs them to first seek compensation via their travel insurance – leaving many liable to pay an excess. The Association of British Insurers has complained to the airline that it is giving misleading information and that BA should be the first point of call.

What level of compensation the airline intends to provide will be of intense interest to customers still waiting for their bags to be returned – even though they were unable to fly.
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A Venezuelan judge has been shot and killed as he approached a street barricade in Caracas, in an attack that has prompted fears of growing lawlessness as the country enters its third month of political unrest.

Nelson Moncada, 37, was shot several times and then robbed of his belongings in a Caracas district that has been the frequent site of clashes between anti-government protesters and security forces.

His murder brings to 61 the number of number of deaths associated with protests that erupted on 1 May. Victims have included supporters on both sides, bystanders and members of the security forces.


Moncada was on his way home late on Wednesday night when he was set upon at one of the many barricades thrown up on the city’s streets. 

Venezuela ranks amongst the top three most murderous countries in the world with as many as 91 per 100,000 residents, according to local NGOs.







On the frontline of Venezuela's punishing protests








But it is unclear whether Moncada was the victim of common criminals, or if he was targeted for political reasons.


The murder came amid some of the worst street violence in the city in this wave of unrest. Tens of thousands of anti-government protesters were dispersed by national guardsmen who fired tears gas canisters and rubber bullets. Photos widely circulated on social media showed National Guard firing into the crowd at close range. 

Such skirmishes have occurred nearly every day since president Nicolás Maduro moved to consolidate his rule in March and often continue after nightfall, with protesters building and setting fire to barricades of debris, fallen trees and even cars and trucks.

The general attorney’s office confirmed Moncada’s death on Twitter, saying that the judge had been killed after trying to avoid a barricade. 


One local crime reporter, said he was shot while trying to escape a criminal gang that operates in one of the most dangerous slums of Caracas. 

Others claimed Moncada was accidentally shot by government supporters seeking to intimidate demonstrators, while government supporters took to social media to blame the opposition for what they called “an act of revenge”.

Defense minister Nestor Reverol suggested on Thursday that Moncada could have been the victim of hitmen hired by the opposition.


“The victim was intercepted by several subjects who were at a barricade and he was attacked and killed by them (...) but we are not ruling out the possibility that this was a hit job hired by the terrorist right,” he said.
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  Protestors block the highway in Caracas. Photograph: Anadolu Agency/Getty Images




Reverol speculated that Moncada might have been targeted because he was one of several judges who who upheld a 14-year prison sentence against opposition leader, Leopoldo López who was convicted on charges of inciting violence during a previous wave of anti-government protests in 2014. 

Moncada also served as judge in the controversial case of Bassil Da Costa, a university student who was shot during those protests. 

The judge’s death – and the conflicting accounts of his murder – highlight how divided Venezuelan society has become, and how the protests have exacerbated the country’s crime problem.

Reports of petty crime during demonstrations have become increasingly frequent. Protesters have taken to social media to denounce that thieves are infiltrating the marches and using the chaos to rob people of their cell phones and other belongings. 

Police have warned that criminals bands are posing as protesters, but security forces have also been photographed robbing demostrators and members of the press. 






Venezuela: man set on fire during anti-government protests








Pro-government militias, known as colectivos, have also been filmed firing on protesters and robbing vehicles.

Last year, demonstrators set a man on fire after accusing him of robbing people in the marches. President Nicolás Maduro said the lynching was prompted by racial hatred, while government critics say the attack demonstrates the total absence of any rule of law.


Since the protests first exploded in early April, hundreds of people on both bands have been injured, and close to 3,000 detained. Anti-government demonstrators are demanding an electoral calendar and the release of the more than 130 political prisoners. President Maduro has called the demonstrators “terrorists” and accused the US of trying to force him from office.
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Unite union faces legal challenge as McCluskey rival calls for poll rerun | Politics | The Guardian

Len McCluskey, one of Jeremy Corbyn’s closest allies and leader of Britain’s biggest union, is facing claims that his re-election in April should be declared void because of multiple rule breaches. 


Gerard Coyne, who lost the leadership election by fewer than 6,000 votes, will ask the certification officer on Friday to investigate whether the leader of Unite and his staff manipulated the union’s procedures to win the poll.

McCluskey’s support has been seen as vital to maintaining Corbyn’s leadership of Labour over two years of challenges from senior MPs.

Documents show that alleged rule breaches include allowing McCluskey to use databases while stopping Coyne from doing the same during the campaign to become general secretary; union employees actively seeking to prevent Coyne raising the legitimate question as to whether Union resources were improperly used to assist with the purchase of a luxury flat; and repeated harassment of Coyne and his supporters by union employees. 

McCluskey and his supporters are also accused of acting unlawfully in conducting a “robo-calling” exercise to try to persuade members to vote in the final period leading up to the close of the ballot. 

The incumbent McCluskey defeated Coyne after a bitter month-long campaign that culminated in Coyne’s suspension from his union role 24 hours before the vote declaration.

McCluskey won 59,067 votes (45.4%), Coyne won 53,544 (41.5%) and grassroots candidate Ian Allinson took 17,143 (13.1%), on a turnout of just over 12%, the union announced.
The papers will be submitted on Friday because McCluskey’s victory must be challenged within a certain time period. 

Coyne and his solicitors will submit documents to the certification officer, claiming that there are 10 different rule breaches. 

In a statement to the Guardian, Coyne said: “I am today submitting a complaint to the certification officer and inviting him to declare that the election of Mr McCluskey should be quashed. 

“The complaint demonstrates – in multiple ways – that the procedures of Unite have been manipulated by Mr McCluskey and by the union machine which supported his re-election campaign. It is absolutely clear that the electoral process was subverted to the aim of securing a re-election of Mr McCluskey as the incumbent general secretary and that members of Unite were denied free and fair democratic elections. It is now vital that the election is rerun.”

A Unite spokeswoman said the union rejected the allegations, which come at a critical moment for the Labour movement as the Conservatives struggle in their election campaign. 

“Unite members will be deeply disappointed that Mr Coyne has chosen this critical moment in the fortunes of the labour movement to launch an unnecessary attack on his own union, something which can only help the floundering Tories,” he said.

“It is regrettable that he has decided not to use the union’s internal procedures, which include the office of an independent election commissioner to review complaints, and further deplorable that he has notified the media before anyone else of his intentions.

“Unite is fully confident that the conduct of the general secretary election conformed to both the law of the land and the rules of the union. We will of course cooperate fully with the certification officer and respond to the specific issues raised when we have sight of them. 

“However, on the basis of the complaints reported by the media, we are confident that they have no merit and could have had no bearing on the outcome of the election,” she said.

Coyne was suspended from his job as the most senior union official in the West Midlands before the votes had even been counted. He received a letter warning that he had brought the union into disrepute during the campaign to lead Unite, hours after the ballot boxes for the election had closed. 

Coyne’s allies allege that most union organisers from his Sandwell branch office have been suspended or put under investigation by the union. 


Andrew Murray, Unite’s chief of staff who was a member of the Communist party until December, could be called upon to offer evidence to any inquiry. He has been seconded to Corbyn’s general election campaign. 

The complaint will mean that the union regulator will be expected to conduct an inquiry that could take months to complete. 
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Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) workers are much more likely than white workers to be in insecure jobs such as zero-hours contracts, according to the Trades Union Congress.

The TUC is urging policymakers and employers to tackle bias and racism in the workplace after its research found one in every 13 BAME workers is in temporary or zero-hours work, compared with one in 20 white workers.

Its analysis of the 3.1 million BAME employees in the UK, showed that nearly a quarter of a million were in temporary jobs or on zero-hours contracts that do not guarantee workers a minimum number of hours in any given week.

Black workers in particular faced insecurity at work, and were more than twice as likely as white workers to be in temporary and zero-hours work, the research found. One in eight black workers were employed on that basis, compared with one in 20 white workers.







BME career progression 'could add £24bn a year to UK economy'








“Black, Asian and ethnic minority workers are being forced into low-paid, insecure work. And it’s getting worse,” said TUC general secretary Frances O’Grady.


“This problem isn’t simply going to disappear. Dealing with insecure work has to be top of the list for the next government. And we need a real national strategy to confront racism in the labour market.”


The report builds on previous research by the TUC that found BAME workers were also far more likely than white workers to be underemployed with fewer hours of employment than they would like and that BAME graduates were more likely to be unemployed than their white peers.

The latest report highlights a sharp rise in the number of black workers, and black women in particular, on temporary contracts over recent years. 


Between 2011 and 2016 the number of black workers on temporary contracts jumped 58% – more than seven times the 8% increase for white workers. The number of black women on temporary contracts soared 82% in that time, compared with a 37% increase for black men.






British Asians 'struggle for top jobs despite better school results'








The TUC is calling on the next government to ban mandatory zero-hours contracts so that guaranteed hours are offered to all workers. That call chimes with Labour’s pledge to ban all zero-hours contracts and put a halt to unpaid internships if it wins next week’s snap general election.

The trade union group is also calling for rules that force employers to publish ethnic monitoring reports on recruitment, pay and employment type. 


That push for more transparency echoes a key recommendation in a government-backed review into race in the workplace, published earlier this year, that highlighted a number of factors holding back BAME workers, including recruitment processes and management bias.

The report’s author, the businesswoman Ruby McGregor-Smith, called on employers to come clean about their lack of diversity by publishing a breakdown of their workforce by race and pay band. She urged ministers to enforce such reporting by law if employers do not comply.
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A journalist at the centre of a trial between Hollywood actor Rebel Wilson and a magazine publisher has said the comic star lied to her face.

Caroline Overington worked for the Australian Women’s Weekly in 2014 when she interviewed Wilson in Sydney while the star was promoting the Stan online streaming service.

Overington told the supreme court of Victoria on Friday she felt “discomfort and dismay” after publishing a story that “misled” her readers.

Wilson is suing Bauer, which publishes Woman’s Day, Australian Women’s Weekly, NW and OK magazine, over a series of articles in 2015 she says damaged her career by painting her as a serial liar, having told untruths about her real name, age and childhood.






Rebel Wilson's siblings argue family has tradition of 'unusual' names at trial








She says she was sacked from two DreamWorks animations following the articles and missed out on movie roles during 2015 and 2016.

Wilson says she has never lied to journalists and has simply deflected questions about her age.

Overington said Wilson told her a story about being related to Walt Disney and getting exclusive access to a “super secret” and “magical” apartment where waterfalls would start to move in pictures on the wall or the lights would suddenly twinkle.

 Overington said she introduced herself to the star while she was having her hair and makeup done, to “establish rapport”, confirming her age was 29 and that her “real name” was Rebel.

Overington said Wilson replied “yes” before launching into a story about how her mother chose the name Rebel.

Overington said she found out later via an article published on the Mamamia website that Wilson was in fact several years older and that her birth name was Melanie.

Upon realising the star had “not been honest” about a number of points, she wrote another article about Wilson for Australian Women’s Weekly in an attempt to set the record straight.

Wilson has previously denied a “pre interview” discussion occurred while she was getting her hair and makeup done.

Sydney hairdresser Gavin Anesbury gave evidence on Friday, confirming a woman had spoken to Wilson for about 20 minutes while he did her hair. Anesbury said he couldn’t confirm the woman’s name or what she looked like.

Earlier on Friday, Wilson’s Beverly Hills agent told the court she was mystified by a lull in the star’s Hollywood career.

Sharon Jackson said after the “incredible success” internationally of Pitch Perfect 2 in 2015, in which Wilson played a lead role, she was surprised the actor did not receive many multimillion-dollar leading lady offers.
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Construction firm Mears bans workers from having beards | Business | The Guardian

The construction firm Mears has banned its workers from having beards, citing health and safety grounds.

Staff were told of the decision at a “tool box talk” in Tower Hamlets, east London, that beards were now banned so that workers could “wear appropriate dust masks effectively”. 

Mears has said workers need to be clean-shaven in order to be safely fitted with a tight-fitting face mask when working in dusty environments, and exceptions are only made if a worker can’t shave or a mask cannot be worn for medical or religious reasons. But for the company to allow this either a medical certificate or a letter from a place of worship must be presented.

The decision was immediately criticised by Britain’s biggest union, Unite, as “penny-pinching stupidity”. The union has obtained a letter from the company confirming that “this is now a Mears nationwide policy for the entire company”.

The letter adds that a goatee “may be acceptable so long as it does not hinder the correct fitting of said dust masks”.



Peter Apps 
(@PeteApps)
Obtained a letter from Mears, a major UK contractor, banning beards across the entire company cos of 'elf an safety #ukhousing pic.twitter.com/br4QIXUhDP


June 1, 2017




Unite regional official for London Mark Soave said: “The arrogance of Mears is hair-raising. This is a highly delicate issue, which has huge cultural, religious and personal issues and where sensitivity should be the watchword. Instead members have been handed a decree from on high. 


 “This is clearly a case of Mears going for the cheapest option and amounts to penny-pinching stupidity. Other forms of masks are available and these should be offered to existing workers. Unite will always put the safety of our members first and creating huge resentment and anger among your workforce is never the way forward. Mears needs to withdraw this decree and enter into a proper consultation with Unite and the workforce.”

 Unite’s national health and safety adviser, Susan Murray, said before any policy is introduced there should be full and proper consultation. “It is crucial that the policy recognises the diversity of the workforce and the principle that workers should be consulted and given a choice of several correctly specified types of RPE (respiratory protective equipment) so they can choose the one they like,” she said.

 But Mears has stood by its position, and the company’s group health and safety director, Mark Elkington accused Unite of not taking the safety of its members seriously “in order to make a cheap point”.

 “We are pretty surprised that Unite, who claim to have the safety of workers at heart have taken this disappointing stance,” he said in a statement. “Every employer in the UK has a legal responsibility to ensure that employees working in dusty or otherwise potentially hazardous environments are properly protected and in recent years employers have been prosecuted for failing to fulfil this duty.

 “The simple fact is that no dust mask can work effectively unless it forms a seal against the skin. That is not possible with a beard or even heavy stubble. If the Health and Safety Executive did a spot site visit and found workers wearing dust masks that were not sealed against the face then we would be liable to prosecution.”







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/jun/01/construction-firm-mears-bans-workers-from-having-beards
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When depression takes hold of Helen it feels like she is drowning in a pool of water, unable to swim up to the world above. The 36-year-old former nurse has had mental health problems most of her life. No drugs, hospital stays or therapies have been able to help.

Then one day, during yet another spell in hospital, her consultant told her about a psychiatrist treating patients with ketamine. The psychiatrist in question visited her to discuss using the drug. He warned there were no guarantees, but it had helped some patients.

Since then Helen’s life has transformed. Sitting on a bench in the grounds of the hospital where her treatment began a year and a half ago, she lists everything she can do now that she could not before: take her kids to school, give them hugs, go on coffee dates. 

“I am managing my thoughts and that is what ketamine helps to do. It slows down my thought process so instead of being completely overwhelmed by all these immense negative thoughts and feelings … I can think, stop and breathe,” she says, nervously pulling her sleeves over her hands as she talks.

She adds: “It’s still really hard but now there is a tiny fraction of a second where my thoughts are slow enough to think: ‘I can deal with this. I cannot give up.’” 

Helen is not the only person changed by ketamine. For Keith, a 64-year-old former businessman, who is also at the hospital, it has helped where other drugs have failed. He has been on it for three years to treat bipolar disorder. He explains that he has taken an infusion of the drug that morning, which is why he is so chatty.















[image: Keith, a patient taking ketamine for depression, at Warneford hospital.]


 


  




  Keith: ‘My wife gets her husband back for a few days.’ Photograph: Graeme Robertson for the Guardian




“I take an infusion intravenously in hospital once every six weeks and then I have 10ml which I take orally twice a week at home. I go out afterwards and do things like gardening. When I am depressed I don’t want to do anything. All I do is sit on the sofa and watch TV shows like Bargain Hunt,” he says.

Keith credits ketamine with helping soften his depression, such that he now has good days as well as bad ones. “My wife gets her husband back for those few days when I am normal – well, whatever normal is,” he says. 

There is increasing evidence that ketamine, often thought of as a party drug of abuse, is an effective and powerful antidepressant. Helen and Keith are patients at Warneford NHS hospital in Oxford where Dr Rupert McShane leads the UK’s only ketamine treatment centre. It caters for people for whom other antidepressants have not worked. McShane is not the only doctor who has been experimenting with the drug – other UK hospitals have given it to patients as part of clinical treatments.
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  Dr Rupert McShane at Warneford hospital. Photograph: Graeme Robertson for the Guardian




Doctors are able to prescribe it because it’s a licensed anaesthetic. But they have to use it “off label” for people with mental health problems. No one knows exactly how it works for depression, but as a “dissociative” drug it can alter people’s perceptions of the world. The drug may work by breaking “the reality” for people with depression. It could disrupt recurring negative thoughts patterns.

In Oxford, over the last six years, 42% of their 101 patients have showed a useful improvement after taking the drug. This is significant given that other medication has not worked for these people. Ketamine is usually not taken on its own. Most patients also get therapy and some use other medications too. 

Despite promising findings, however, there are some limitations. It’s not as easy as taking a pill. Patients at Warneford get regular 40-minute intravenous infusion sessions under hospital supervision. They are also given oral ketamine to take twice weekly at home, with the possibility of further “top-up” infusions. The drug company Johnson and Johnson is making an intranasal spray form of a related drug, Esketamine, but it is a few years off production.

There is also not yet enough knowledge about the long-term effects because trials are in such early stages. The drug is also commonly linked with abuse, and can lead to addiction. McShane is calling for specialist clinics using ketamine to track progress through a national and international register.






Ketamine could help thousands with severe depression, doctors say








When used at a high level of several grams a day, bladder problems occur and cognitive function is impaired. But the dose used in treatment centres is much lower. Helen explains that in her experience the side effects are pretty minimal, especially compared to other antidepressants she has tried. She says the impact varies depending on how you take the drug. “If you take it orally your head may feel foggy and you could lose your balance.

“When you have it intravenously it is very different. The line between what is real and not blurs, which is very disconcerting. I do not like that because I am a bit of a control freak … Sometimes you have a mild hallucination.”

Another patient, Hazel, 36, says that after taking ketamine she usually feels a bit tipsy. “In the past it has had an even bigger effect on me and made me feel high for about an hour.” But she notes that she doesn’t feel like it wears off between doses like some drugs.

Most patients finding it effective see any limitations as insignificant considering the benefits. Hazel, who has struggled with depression and anorexia since her teenage years, now feels able to take pleasure in things again. “I have more energy and I can think about the future and do stuff with friends,” she says.

For some it goes further than that. Karen, a 42-year-old teacher, credits the drug with saving her life when she was suicidal. She says she took it when she was at her “lowest ever ebb”. Thanks to the drug she has now been able to return to work. Psychiatrists have said that ketamine could be particularly useful in emergencies where someone is suicidally depressed.

As someone who has spent her life in and out of hospital, Helen knows the damaging effect of depression. She reflects on the friends she has lost to mental illness. “I recently lost a couple of people to suicide because they were not getting the help they needed. Another friend just woke up from a nine-day coma and we were this close to losing her,” she says, visibly upset. She adds that ketamine has radically changed her life and she believes it could do the same for others. “This is the longest I have been out of hospital,” she says.

More importantly, for the first time in a long time, Helen is hopeful. The mother of two is optimistic that she may now be able to make steps towards going back to work. She trained to be a nurse in her 20s, but never got to practise because of poor mental health. 

McShane says widespread use of the drug could become a reality, although it is unlikely to be prescribed by GPs like other antidepressants. “It is possible but not inevitable that ketamine will eventually find a place in NHS secondary care treatment of resistant depression,” he says, adding that for this to be routine they will need to have worked out how to maintain the benefits safely. 


He warns, however, that for the drug to reach its potential it must be robustly monitored. Without this he fears ketamine could easily go the way of previous powerful psychiatric medical treatments: overuse, backlash and stigma.
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One snowy dawn in March, I went hunting for squirrels in the Lake District. In the silent and empty woods beneath the Aira Force waterfall, the only thing moving was a solitary red squirrel, balanced on a nut-filled feeder hanging from a tree. If you grew up, as I did, with the grey squirrel, seeing a red squirrel is a shock. We’re used to the grey – a sleek, North American import, swaggering across parks, raiding bird tables, all fat haunches and bulbous black eyes. In contrast, the red squirrel, although native to Britain, looks exotic: so dainty and alertly pretty, with fine tufts of hair above its ears as extravagant as the eyebrows of Denis Healey. Here, in the snow, this forest sprite quivered with improbable, balletic grace and then – clang – slipped on the icy lid of the feeder and fell to the ground. It landed on its feet.

Julie Bailey, a former gymnast with a cascade of red hair, had picked me up from the nearby town of Penrith and driven her black 4x4 along slushy roads to admire this natural acrobat. At Aira Force, she stepped out of the car and, leaning on a stick, walked carefully across the snow. She and her husband, Phil, used to enjoy watching red squirrels at their feeders in the garden; these animals were still a common sight across northern Cumbria a decade or so ago. Bailey worked in pharmaceuticals and coached boys in gymnastics, including her son. But in 2005, she broke her back. She couldn’t walk for four years. Seventeen spinal operations later, she only walks thanks to a spinal cord stimulator, powered by a battery in her stomach. When it malfunctions, she collapses. She doesn’t make a fuss, but she is in pain 24 hours a day and is intolerant to painkillers. “Because I was stuck at home,” she said, “I started taking more notice of my squirrels. They really gave me a purpose.”

During the Christmas holidays of 2009, she was startled to see a stranger in her garden: a grey squirrel. Over the next three weeks, her reds became sick, their faces swelling with terrible sores before they dropped dead. “It was absolutely devastating,” said Bailey.

Bailey joined a band of concerned Cumbrians – accountants, police officers, cleaners, carers, construction workers, retirees – who spend their spare time working to stop red squirrels in their county slipping towards extinction.

Red squirrel conservation is not like most other efforts to save wildlife. It consists of exterminating one rival species: the grey squirrel. A few weeks after the death of her red squirrels, Bailey began to fight back on the side of the reds. She set up strategically placed feeders so that she could pull up quietly in her car, wind down her window and shoot the greys with an air rifle. Her husband got a gun and joined in. The first time I spoke to Bailey by telephone, I asked her how many squirrels she and Phil had eliminated since they began. She paused. I could hear the clicking of a mouse through a spreadsheet. “Four hundred and sixty nine,” she replied.

When I visited her home a month later, I found a shrine to the red squirrel. The time was told by a red squirrel clock, the woodburner was adorned with cast-iron squirrels, Bailey’s study walls and carpet were squirrel-red; there were ornamental squirrels made by a local sculptor, a red squirrel jigsaw, goblet, boot brush, paperweight and piggybank. We drank tea from red squirrel mugs, and sat by a grey-coloured freezer. When I asked what was inside, Bailey opened the door and pulled out neatly butchered hunks of grey squirrel. “All our greys go in that freezer and we eat them. Not everyone’s cup of tea, but that’s what we do. Very healthy meat. Phil loves his squirrel curry, because he just loves curry. I love it in a stew, so it falls off the bone like pulled pork.” Bailey was collecting the pelts to make a grey waistcoat.
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  Britain’s red squirrel is distinctive for the colour of its fur and its tufted ears. Photograph: Steward Ellet/Natural England/PA




Britain, Ireland and Italy are the only countries in the world inhabited by both red and grey squirrels. In Britain, the greys, which were introduced in the late 19th century from North America, appear to be exterminating the reds. Britain’s 140,000 red squirrels have been pushed to the margins – islands, such as the Isle of Wight; northern Scotland, parts of Cumbria and Northumberland – as 2.5 million greys have taken over.

An epoch of human globalisation is mixing up species like never before. It has also created a new academic field, invasion biology, which examines how some non-native animals and plants (such as rats and Japanese knotweed) wreak havoc in new settings, spreading disease or out-competing native flora and fauna. Some consider the grey squirrel one of these “alien” invaders imperilling the red. But is its slaughter a futile expression of nativist xenophobia? And is it ever ethical to target one species for destruction, in order to conserve another?

Many mainstream conservation charities have, quietly, decided that a cull is an acceptable solution. There will soon be thousands of volunteers working to kill grey squirrels in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. (Scotland has its own, rather successful anti-grey campaign.) This army is being assembled by Red Squirrels United, a new campaign supported by more than 30 conservation groups and £3m from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the EU Life programme, the European Union’s funding body for environmental projects.

Red Squirrels United is the largest programme to eliminate an invasive species in Europe. It is also the most controversial. More than 95,000 people have signed an anti-cull petition. Their comments reveal an abhorrence for this kind of conservation: “This plan is barbaric”; “My son and I love watching the grey squirrels play where we live”; “Humans do not OWN animals’ lives”; “These creatures are here to stay and part of our countryside now. You cannot turn the clock back.” As these remarks show, the conflict between two very different species of squirrels is also a dispute between their very different kinds of human champions. How this battle plays out – reds v greys; conservationists v animal rights activists; northerners v southerners – could eventually shape the fate of other non-native species around the globe.



The red squirrel, Sciurus vulgaris, is a common animal across much of Eurasia. Sciurus carolinensis, the grey squirrel, is one of more than 2,800 non-native species in Britain. Like the signal crayfish, a North American creature that has been outcompeting the native white-clawed crayfish since it was introduced in 1975, or the Asian hornet, a hefty wasp that turned up in Gloucestershire last summer and devours honeybees, the grey squirrel is classified as an IAS: an invasive alien species. The International Union for Conservation of Nature puts it in the top 100 most harmful invasive species in the world. It strips and eats bark, damaging and sometimes killing young trees, which can prevent the production of high-quality timber. Grey squirrels are also accused of preying on birds’ nests (although scientific evidence of greys causing declines in bird species is, so far, scant). Most emotively, they appear to be consigning the red squirrel to oblivion.

In 1876, Victorian landowners shipped the first grey squirrels from North America and released them into English parkland as amusing ornaments alongside peacocks, muntjac deer and other exotic status symbols from distant lands. When squirrels spread, at first people welcomed this “sociable, easily tamed animal”, as the 1912 Manchester Guardian’s country diary put it. In 1916, another country diary approvingly noted: “It appears to be more ready to make friends than our British squirrel, but possibly it has not the same hereditary recollection of stone-throwing boys.”

As the stone-throwing boys suggest, the native red has not always been adored. In the early 19th century, 20,000 red squirrels were sold to London meat markets each year. Later, reds were widely culled by foresters because they too stripped bark in new conifer plantations. In 1903, the year the red squirrel was immortalised by Beatrix Potter as plucky Squirrel Nutkin – a defiant representative of the working class, according to one critic’s interpretation – the Highland Squirrel Club was formed to protect timber plantations from damage. Club members slaughtered 85,000 reds over the next three decades. Where reds were driven to extinction, landowners and conservationists shipped in new individuals from Scandinavia.
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  A grey squirrel in Regents Park, London. Photograph: Cathal McNaughton/PA Archive/PA Photos




In the 1920s, people noticed that greys were increasing at the expense of reds. In 1932, it was made illegal to release a grey squirrel in Britain. It still is: if you inadvertently trap a grey squirrel in your garden shed, you’re breaking the law when you free it. The first of many campaigns to eradicate the grey was launched in the 1930s, and the Ministry of Agriculture issued free shotgun cartridges to squirrel shooters for many years. In the 1970s, greys were poisoned by the Forestry Commission with warfarin, commonly used to kill rats.

For the last eight years, Prince Charles, as patron of the Red Squirrel Survival Trust, has promoted campaigns to exterminate the greys. He grew up enjoying the reds on his mother’s Sandringham estate in Norfolk and still feeds them at Balmoral in Scotland. “My great ambition is to have one in the house,” he once said. “Sitting on the breakfast table and on my shoulder.”

Despite royal intervention, all attempts to eradicate the grey on a national level have failed because, for many decades, the precise reason for the reds’ decline remained a mystery. Ecologists agreed that the larger greys were outcompeting reds. Greys were more willing to forage on the ground, better able to digest acorns, and would consume unripe hazelnuts, whereas reds had to wait until they were ripe – so greys were beating reds to sources of food. This theory was not wrong, but it did not explain the often dramatic disappearance of reds after the arrival of greys.

For years, people had noticed that reds were succumbing to an aggressive viral disease that caused swollen ulcers to break out on their faces. These lesions prevented the squirrel from feeding and killed it within a week. Greys were untroubled by this virus. Scientists finally uncovered the full story in the early 1990s, when new blood-testing technology revealed the role of greys as a carrier of squirrelpox. The test found that 60-70% of greys carried the infection but did not succumb to it. No British grey has ever been found dead from the virus, but every red squirrel that has ever contracted it has died. It is a pattern repeated around the world when non-native animals introduce new diseases to “naive” populations.






Red squirrels: 5,000 volunteers sought to save species – and help kill invasive greys








Greys are well adapted to squirrelpox, say scientists, because the squirrel and the virus evolved together for centuries in North America. One study has found squirrelpox antibodies in America’s greys – a sign that they have had the infection but have fought it off. In Britain, the disease decisively shifts the balance of power from defenceless red to resistant grey: scientific modelling predicts that where the virus is present, greys replace reds up to 25 times faster than where it is not present. Prof Julian Chantrey, a veterinary pathologist at the University of Liverpool, has studied an isolated red squirrel population at Formby on Merseyside, which has been hit by squirrelpox brought in by arriving greys. He believes that the reds’ extinction is inevitable if greys are not kept away. “We’ve seen it happen across southern Britain. Where the habitat hasn’t been kept grey-free, invading greys will spread the virus to any recovering red population and it will crash again. The population gets to a lower and lower level, and then they are wiped out.”



Two decades ago, it was predicted that reds would be extinct in Cumbria by now, but they are not. Red squirrels may be defenceless against squirrelpox, but their cuteness has given them a staunch ally: humans. “I don’t think there would be any squirrels left around Cumbria if it wasn’t for Julie Bailey,” said Andrew Hodgkinson, a softly spoken, earnest conservationist who has worked in the county as a red squirrel ranger, monitoring reds and killing greys, for two years.

Bailey began volunteering for Penrith & District Red Squirrel Group after her accident. Because her back pain caused her to be awake for much of the night, she worked all hours and soon became administrator, treasurer and trustee. She also supported some of the several dozen local squirrel groups across northern England. If the accident hadn’t happened, said Bailey, she wouldn’t be “making the difference I think I’m making for red squirrels, so some good has come out of it”.

Red squirrel conservation attracts lots of grassroots groups (such as Bailey’s) that support a confusing array of national campaigns, as I learned at The Red Squirrels United Knowledge Fair, which was held in an upmarket Belfast hotel in March. Red Squirrels United is a three-year project supported by groups including Prince Charles’s Red Squirrel Survival Trust, the European Squirrel Initiative and the UK Squirrel Accord. The latter is a mix of government agencies and charities that is developing an oral contraceptive for grey squirrels.

Beside a banner declaring “I’m nuts about reds!”, a series of scientists and conservationists gave PowerPoint presentations to describe their plans to halt the march of the greys, featuring military-style maps of marching grey dots, and punctuated with battle metaphors (defending red “strongholds”). The audience was comprised of passionate volunteers, gentle, fleece-wearing charity workers and tweedy representatives of big landowners, who hate the grey squirrel because of the damage it does to their valuable plantations. “It’s absolutely wonderful to come here and talk about controlling greys,” announced Andrew Kendal of the European Squirrel Initiative, which is funded by landowners and lobbies the EU. “Fifteen years ago, it was virtually taboo.” I learned about growing propaganda efforts on behalf of the red squirrel – Ulster Wildlife Trust is developing a new children’s book called The Greedy Grey – and discovered innovative despatch devices, such as a new trap that automatically kills the grey squirrel caught inside.
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  A red squirrel darting along in Kielder Forest, Northumberland. Photograph: Owen Humphreys/PA




Conventional traps catch the grey squirrel alive and rely on someone then either shooting or hitting it over the head. Opponents describe this as “bludgeoning” them to death, but the Wildlife Trusts prefers to call it “cranial despatch”. The approved, legal method is one firm “tap” on the head with a stick. Nationally, conservation charities such as the Wildlife Trusts and the National Trust are coy about their role in controlling greys. They lose members when they speak in support of killing the non-native squirrel. But in areas where there are still reds, such charities often facilitate culling. Once red squirrel conservationists have the support of landowners, the key, according to Julie Bailey, is “boots on the ground”: both volunteers and professionals willing to devote their days to killing greys.

Private landowners are often reluctant to allow conservation volunteers on to their land, especially if they are wielding traps or shotguns. They prefer professionals, so Bailey’s Penrith & District Red Squirrel Group must raise £100,000 each year for three full-time and two part-time squirrel rangers. “We’re struggling, if we’re honest,” she said. “We don’t get a penny from the government – we’re voluntarily led and self-funded.” But Bailey’s group covers a quarter of Cumbria, and she has gathered some impressive data. In 2014, her group recorded 2,702 sightings of reds and killed 2,224 greys. In 2016, there were 3,306 red sightings and 1,806 grey kills. Fewer grey kills indicate that the cullers are winning.

New technology is helping. Last year, 69% of the greys killed in Penrith were shot; the rest were trapped. Shooting greys has been revolutionised by thermal imaging cameras. These expensive devices, which reveal the warm bodies of live animals in dense woodland, make it much quicker for shooters to locate greys. In January this year, 74 of 143 grey kills by the Penrith rangers were assisted by these cameras. Personally, Bailey prefers shooting to trapping. “I don’t do cranial despatch, it’s just too close for me,” she said. Not that shooting is easy. “It’s bloody awful. Because I shoot grey squirrels, people think I’m a heartless, murdering cow. It hurts to kill something, but if I want to keep my red squirrels, I want to do it.”

“When I look at a grey, I see a rodent. When I look at a red, I don’t, even though they are the same thing. It’s the cuteness factor. The tuft on the ears and the native/non-native gets me every time – they should be here and the greys shouldn’t. I’ve got no problem with greys in North America. I certainly wouldn’t support culling them in their country. But here we can’t have both living side-by-side. We’ve got to make a choice and undo what the Victorians did.”



During my two days with Bailey in the red squirrel territory of Cumbria, I asked every person I encountered about squirrels and could not find a single supporter of the greys. Down south, where the only wild squirrel anyone under 50 remembers is the grey, there is much more hostility to the idea of killing them.

There haven’t been red squirrels around the Tonbridge, Kent headquarters of Animal Aid since the 1960s. Here I met John Bryant, a courtly, white-haired man who is a pioneer of humane pest control. He’s a consultant for the charity, which has been drumming up opposition to the grey cull, and fears this hostility to a non-native animal is a product of xenophobic times.

Bryant’s earliest memory is of trying to get a closer look at a crow on the council estate where he was born. “It flew away, quite rightly, because my species is an enemy of that bird”. He became a helicopter engineer, played football for Yeovil Town, and joined the RSPCA to oppose fox hunting. He learned about slaughterhouses and vivisection labs, and later ran an animal sanctuary. He became vegan, but doesn’t want to be holier-than-thou because so many things that vegans depend upon – from cardboard boxes to roads – contain animal products.

Bryant’s experience as a humane pest controller has taught him the futility of killing species to “control” their numbers. Kill one urban fox and another one quickly takes over the territory. Rat poison is a food, which attracts more rats. Rather than trapping grey squirrels, Bryant removes them by putting a cat-scented cloth in their drey. The mother will then take the babies somewhere else.

The new drive to cull greys is backward, said Bryant. “It’s just, ‘Kill them.’ The same old thing. It won’t work.” Bryant remembers the 1950s cull, when the police paid schoolchildren a shilling for grey tails. He heard a story that, after depositing a tail, kids would go round the back of the station and the officer would sell it back to them for 6p. “That’s what human beings do – ‘There’s a little racket we can get into.’”

Bryant identifies many hypocrisies in killing greys. The red is not globally endangered – it’s common across Northern Europe and Siberia – and argues that the native/invasive distinction is nonsensical when so many reds were reintroduced from Scandinavia. For Bryant, the worst aspect is volunteers being taught to kill the greys by hitting them. “Clearly, that’s a horrific way to die,” he said. Most animals we hunt are also spared during their breeding season, but greys, like rats, can be killed all year round, and so lactating females will die, leaving babies to starve to death.
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  Squirrel ornaments in the home of Julie Bailey. Photograph: Christopher Thomond for the Guardian




Bryant is unmoved by the scientific consensus that the red squirrel will become extinct in Britain if we don’t control the greys. “I don’t think that is the case, but so what? It’s a squirrel,” Bryant replied. “Does it matter what colour it is? They are the same thing. The damage they do – which is very little compared with the damage we do – is strip bark and take eggs. That’s what squirrels do, whatever colour they are. It’s just this ‘invasive species’ label, where what I call biodiversity geeks say, ‘It’s all got to be native.’ I don’t go along with it.”

Bryant cites two environmentalists who argue against the prevailing view that we should kill the grey to save the red. Stephen Harris, professor of environmental sciences at Bristol University, now retired, wrote 10 years ago that we should accept that the grey squirrel is here to stay, and that the best place for the reds was small islands. More recently, the environmental journalist Fred Pearce has argued that ecosystems are always changing and invasive species should be celebrated. The vast majority of Britain’s flora and fauna arrived in the last 10,000 years. Nothing is “native” – everything is visiting. For Pearce, the alleged damage caused by most “invasive” species, such as Japanese knotweed, is overstated by grant-seeking bureaucrats and sensationalising media. The government claims knotweed costs the British economy £170m a year, but Pearce calculates it as far less. The Environment Agency calls it “indisputably the UK’s most aggressive, destructive and invasive plant”, but only spends £2m each year on knotweed eradication. Pearce also notes that, in 2009, the racist BNP branded the North American signal crayfish “the Mike Tyson of crayfish … a diseased, psychotic, evil, illegal immigrant colonist [that] totally devastates the indigenous environment”.

I asked Bryant why he thinks wildlife lovers and scientists are killing grey squirrels. “It’s this immigration thing. It looks as if the whole of Europe is turning into a barricaded society. ‘We don’t mind people as long as they are our people. We don’t like these foreign squirrels coming in and taking over.’ It’s intolerance, and it’s illogical.”



Opponents of culling grey squirrels believe there must be a way to save the red without killing greys. There are three technological solutions, but it is unlikely any of them will work quickly or thoroughly enough to deter volunteers from their efforts at grey squirrel eradication. One is a vaccine to save reds from squirrelpox. Dr Colin McInnes, a scientist at the Moredun Research Institute in Scotland, developed a prototype vaccine. “It gave us hope that we were on the right lines, but unfortunately we have no funding at the moment,” McInnes told me. Vaccine research is not cheap. If granted further funding, scientists must develop a method of delivery, such as an oral bait, and trial and licence the vaccine. McInnes doubts that a vaccine would ever be cheap enough to save reds across the land. “We always envisioned that the vaccine would probably be used to protect specific vulnerable [red] populations that we could trap and inoculate,” he said.

Another option is a contraceptive for greys, which the government is currently funding. But a workable formula is at least a decade away. A contraceptive could never eradicate grey populations and nor could it be used in territory shared by reds and greys – such as Cumbria – for fear of accidentally sterilising the reds.

There is more excitement about a third fix – a “biological” control. The pine marten is a predatory member of the weasel family, which is also a native species. Research by Emma Sheehy in Ireland has linked a surprising grey squirrel population crash to the pine marten’s resurgence. Ecologists think the pine marten may create a “landscape of fear” for the greys. They also believe that because the reds (which have evolved alongside the marten for centuries) weigh less than greys, they will be more easily able to escape by running to the ends of tree branches, where they cannot be reached. Dr Sheehy is studying the impact of martens on red and grey squirrels in Scotland, but says there is no guarantee that the impact she observed in Ireland will be replicated there, as the pine marten has more alternative prey to the grey squirrel, such as field voles. So she believes that suggesting that pine martens could solve Britain’s squirrel war is overstating the case? “I do,” she said. “Pine martens certainly could potentially be a tool in red squirrel conservation but research is still under way.” It’s also true that most owners of shooting estates won’t tolerate the pine marten devouring pheasant chicks and eggs in their woods.

Some animal activists also argue that we should leave the greys alone because, over time, red squirrels will develop immunity to squirrelpox, citing the example of myxomatosis, which was deliberately introduced in the 1950s to reduce Britain’s rabbit population. This disease killed more than 99% of rabbits, but over the past 50 years the population has bounced back. If a virus wipes out its host, it eradicates itself, so, over time, a virus must become less virulent to survive. The host, the rabbit, also develops immunity; survivors pass it to their offspring.

But squirrelpox, as Professor Julian Chantrey explained to me, is different. The virus already has a perfect host – the grey – and so there is no evolutionary imperative for it to become less deadly to reds. “The reds will acquire some immunity, but it’s going to take a long time, with successive epidemics driving the evolution of red resistance,” he said.



I wanted to see for myself whether “cranial despatch” – killing a grey squirrel by hitting it on the head – was cruel. So I drove to North Wales to spend a day with Craig Shuttleworth, an ecologist responsible for the cullers’ greatest achievement: an 18-year effort to clear the island of Anglesey of grey squirrels, which was completed in 2015. Since then, its red population has rebounded from near-extinction to 700.

We met at 7am and headed out in Shuttleworth’s battered blue Land Rover with a mismatched red driver’s door. In the back was a large translucent plastic sack filled with yellow maize and black sunflower seeds, and a 60cm-long, square-edged stick. Shuttleworth is a tall, independent thinker who had resisted the professorships of a conventional academic career. “Scientists are a bit like an under-10s football team,” he said. “They are all around the ball. The clever kid is waiting on the wing for that ball to pop out.” He is now working to clear greys from a small corner of north-west Wales.

He and two other contractors were funded by Red Squirrels United, but Shuttleworth was a little insulted by the fact that the project claims that killing grey squirrels is “a last resort” on the Wildlife Trusts’ website. To Shuttleworth, it’s the only option: “It’s not a last resort. We have no choice, so it’s kill them, kill them, kill them.”

Shuttleworth takes the lives of around 1,000 greys every year, and prefers cranial despatch to shooting. “Scientists in the southern hemisphere have said, ‘You’re pissing in the wind. You’re trapping, which is hugely labour-intensive – why aren’t you using poison?’ But we’re not dealing with a rat eradication on a remote island, we’re dealing with a place where 60 million people live with their pets.”

Fast-moving but zen, like a postman on his rounds, Shuttleworth checked his traps by jumping over slate walls and weaving through overgrown cemeteries, rubbish-strewn parkland and beautiful, mossy oak woodlands. Each trap was a small wire cage containing maize and sunflower seeds. When a squirrel stepped on to a metal plate inside, the door closed. Each had a plastic sheet roof to prevent the animal catching a chill while held inside.

By midday, we’d checked several dozen traps. Each one was empty. Shuttleworth remained calm. He was phlegmatic about his human opponents as well. “As a scientist, the message I give has to be honest, and therefore it’s complicated. [Animal rights groups’] message is simple. They say: ‘You’re lying, it’s bloodlust, it’s cruel, you smash them on the heads – you’re like the Nazis.’ There is all this nonsense.”
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  Traps laid for grey squirrels in Cumbria. Photograph: Christopher Thomond for the Guardian




Animal Aid fears that psychopaths will volunteer to kill squirrels, and believes that amateur red squirrel conservationists should be vetted, like people who work with children. Shuttleworth finds such fears overblown. Volunteers work in pairs, he told me. “We know where they are and what they are doing. Can we be sure someone doesn’t take a knitting needle and push it through the squirrel in the sack a hundred times? I can’t be sure, but it’s very unlikely. Why would they bother becoming a volunteer with a local group when you can go to a DIY store, buy a trap and legally trap as many grey squirrels as you want?”

Opponents worry that killing greys is not just inhumane but tinged with xenophobia. The late Philip Pauly, an American historian of biology, believed there was an alignment between legislation to curb invasive species in the US, and the imposition of controls on human immigrants. California introduced a plant quarantine law in 1881; a year later came the Chinese Exclusion Act, which barred Chinese immigrant labourers to the US. Over the last two decades, a rising concern for the future of native species in the developed world has coincided with growing nationalist feeling and hostility towards migrants.

Invasion biologists have pointed out that xenophobia towards migrants within the single species of Homo sapiens is not comparable to taking action against invasive species that threaten entire species with extinction. But these academics are increasingly careful with their language. Instead of bandying about terms such as “alien invaders”, biologists now prefer phrases such as the “McDonaldisation of ecosystems” to describe the damage caused by some non-native species. In effect, writes Peter Coates, a professor of environmental history at Bristol University, they are championing a kind of “tasty” local diversity, rather like those campaigning for regionally specific cheeses or varieties of apple against the bland produce of globalised agribusiness. Shuttleworth used a similar analogy. If we don’t control invasive non-native species, he said, “we will end up with a homogenised world where it’s all seagulls, magpies, crows, bracken, rhododendron and grey squirrels. A bit like high streets – they are all the same.”

Animal rights campaigners’ attempts to paint invasive species in a more positive light co-opts the widely accepted view among ecologists today that there is no “balance” of nature, and ecosystems are never stable. But Shuttleworth argues that it is wrong to infer that we should therefore learn to love destructive invasive species. In fact, he said, they prevent dynamism in human-dominated landscapes. For instance, as climate change threatens the survival of some native flora, British foresters will need to bring in new tree species that are better suited to our future climate. But we can’t bring more drought-resistant European hardwoods into Britain because we don’t know if they can survive the bark-stripping of grey squirrels.






How Prince Charles plans to sterilise the nation’s squirrels – with Nutella








Finally, after crashing through a scruffy copse near Bangor, Shuttleworth and I found a grey squirrel in a trap. It dashed from end to end as we approached. Shuttleworth drew out his stick, kneeled down and took perhaps 10 seconds to shift the squirrel from cage to clear plastic bag. Another three seconds, and he had rolled up the plastic, pinning the animal on its side against the earth. Its shiny black eye briefly examined us through the bag. Whack-whack-whack. Three hits. He pulled the squirrel from the bag. There was a spasm in its long rear legs, but the squirrel was dead. He touched its eye. “No eye reflex,” he said.

Why did he hit it more than once? “We don’t want squirrels coming back to life. We don’t want uncertainty,” he said. He was confident every squirrel he killed was dead after the first blow. His hardest kill was at the beginning of his first eradication project. A young squirrel showed no fear when caught in the trap, turning its back on him to hide the food it was eating. Were Shuttleworth’s dreams haunted by all those dead grey squirrels? “Quite the contrary. They become more and more anonymous, and that’s hard for me to accept,” he said. “One of the things I’m acutely aware of is becoming desensitised. How has that changed my relationship with other animals? It hasn’t. I don’t have any urge to kill anything else.”

We reached an area where Shuttleworth only began trapping three days ago, and suddenly found squirrels in five more traps. The second was a female. After killing her, Shuttleworth gently squeezed milk from a teat. “She’s got young. So the young are now waiting.” Could Shuttleworth locate the squirrel’s drey and put its babies out of their misery? “How do you find the drey? If you hit an animal on the road, should you get out, see if it’s lactating and find the nest? It goes on and on.”

Culling grey squirrels in perpetuity to save the reds is a hard sell, as Shuttleworth and Julie Bailey both admit. “I suppose this is a bit like nuclear waste,” said Shuttleworth. “We’ve got to manage how long ‘for ever’ is.”

On Anglesey, he had demonstrated that culling can work and red squirrels will then recover in a grey-free “stronghold”, but he fears that his current project to remove greys from north-west Wales won’t succeed by the end of its three-year funding. Still, he said, it could be successful in the longer term, and Red Squirrels United’s EU funders are interested in whether this eradication project can be transferred to other problematic non-native mammals. For animal lovers horrified by the potential expansion of culls of non-native species, Shuttleworth mounted a more philosophical justification. On Anglesey, he argued, a comprehensive cull ultimately saved more lives than it took; the 6,000 greys culled will be surpassed by the number of reds born in years to come.

Five weeks after visiting Julie Bailey, I phoned for an update. She’d had a “slight fall” and had been in and out of hospital, but had still managed to shoot five greys. One of her rangers was a bit down because there had been another outbreak of squirrelpox and a dying red had to be shot. Did she ever lose energy for this apparently eternal struggle? “Never, ever, ever,” she said. “We don’t lose any faith in it. We know that if we didn’t do what we’re doing, we wouldn’t have any red squirrels. It’s as simple as that.”

Main image: Julie Bailey, administrator of the Penrith and District Red Squirrel Group, on the hunt for greys in Cumbria. Photograph by Christopher Thomond for the Guardian
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The “glory” days of the British censor – when grey-faced men would take a pair of scissors to every 1980s horror flick, from Maniac to The Evil Dead, while the tabloids screamed “video nasty” in the background – are thankfully gone. These days it takes something truly horrific – a Human Centipede 2 or a Hate Crime – to ruffle the feathers of the British Board of Film Classification (BBFC). Not to worry, for the grand tradition of banning movies remains firmly extant in other corners of the world. This week Lebanon refused to grant the comic book-action flick Wonder Woman a theatrical release on the grounds that its star is from Israel, at a time when the two countries are at war. While the merits of the ban have been hotly debated online, what is clear is that it’s not the only film to fall foul of the censors in recent years. Here are some of the more unlikely of those film bans:






Film ratings: a little advice for the BBFC | Victoria Coren Mitchell








The Uzbek thriller banned for not starring Morgan Freeman

If you’ve been to the cinema much over the past decade or so, you might be under the impression that Morgan Freeman is in every film. If a Hollywood producer is looking for a senior alpha male, primed to deliver lines of grandiloquent yet pithy wisdom at just the right moment, Freeman is most definitely their man. But just because it seems as if the Shawshank Redemption star is ubiquitous on the big screen, that doesn’t mean it’s OK to pretend he’s in your film when he’s not – as the Uzbekistan production studio Timur Film discovered in February. Posters for the action thriller Daydi (Rogue) featured a hooded Freeman between two local actors. Unfortunately, this was the Hollywood star’s one and only contribution to the movie, as he does not appear in a single frame of the film. Daydi was duly banned by Uzbekistan’s film licensing body, which we like to imagine being staffed almost entirely by outraged fans of Driving Miss Daisy.

When Borat was banned for upsetting Kazakhstan














[image: Sacha Baron Cohen in Borat]


 


  




  They hate him. Or do they love him? … Sacha Baron Cohen as Borat
. Photograph: Allstar/20th Century Fox/Sportsphoto




Sacha Baron Cohen’s 2006 comedy depicts its dubious hero’s homeland as a place where racists and criminals are on every run-down street corner, but (in Borat’s own words) the “prostitutes are the cleanest in the region”. Not surprisingly, authorities in Kazakhstan did not take too kindly to its rendering, and prohibited the movie from release in cinemas. Borat was also banned by Russia and every Arab country except Lebanon, with a censor at Dubai’s ministry of information labelling the comedy “vile, gross and extremely ridiculous”, adding that if all the offensive scenes were cut out, only 30 minutes would remain. Attitudes towards the movie in Kazakhstan do appear to have shifted, however: Borat was a huge hit when released on DVD in 2007, and in 2012 the nation’s foreign minister, Yerzhan Kazykhanov, thanked the film’s makers for helping to increase tourism to the country. “With the release of this film, the number of visas issued by Kazakhstan grew tenfold,” he said.

Sex and the City 2 banned in the UAE for showing liberated women

There are many honest cinemagoers who wish Sex and the City 2 had been outlawed worldwide. But the decision by United Arab Emirates censors to ban the critically reviled comedy sequel, in which Carrie Bradshaw and her New York gal pals head to Abu Dhabi on holiday, still makes uncomfortable reading. Officials were unhappy at scenes referencing homosexuality and highly displeased by a sequence in which one of the main characters is shown kissing in public, according to local reports. The most galling scene, however, appears to have been one in which the four ladies are rescued by Muslim women – who take off their burqas to reveal stylish western clothes underneath.

Ghostbusters banned in China for promoting superstition
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  Ghostbusters? Not in China you don’t … Photograph: Allstar/Sony PIctures




No one can say Sony didn’t do its best to secure a Chinese release for the all-female remake of the classic 80s comedy last year. Executives even proposed renaming the movie Super Power Dare-to-Die Team in order to try and avoid upsetting local censors. But it would be hard to come away from watching Ghostbusters without being at least partly aware that the movie is about … well, ghosts. And ghosts are a taboo subject in the world’s most populous nation, due to communist views on the supernatural: official Chinese censorship guidance prohibit films that “promote cults or superstition”. A source told the Hollywood Reporter in July last year that Paul Feig’s film would not be getting a release, but refused to confirm this was due to the movie’s spooky subject matter.

That time the Philippines banned every Claire Danes movie

Woe betide the Hollywood star who slags off shooting conditions in a foreign country during a routine magazine interview, then discovers that, thanks to the internet, it isn’t just Americans who can access Vogue’s website. This is what happened to the Homeland star, who described the Philippines capital, Manila, as “a ghastly and weird city” during the promotion for her 1999 drug mule drama Brokedown Palace, then compounded the issue by telling Premiere the metropolis “Smelled of cockroaches, with rats all over, [had] no sewerage system,” and was populated by people with “no arms, no legs, no eyes”. Then-president Joseph Estrada, himself a former movie star, called for Danes to be banned from the country, and Manila’s city council banned every film starring the Romeo + Juliet actor from screening in cinemas there. Danes later issued an apology, saying that “because of the subject matter of our film Brokedown Palace, the cast was exposed to the darker and more impoverished places of Manila”. But local politicians were unimpressed and refused to lift the ban – which as far as we can tell, remains in place.

When North Korea banned 2012 for failing to stick to the script














[image: Morgan Lily and John Cusack in 2012.]


 


  




  Why not call it 2013? … Morgan Lily and John Cusack in 2012. Photograph: Allstar/Sony/Sportsphoto Ltd




Roland Emmerich’s apocalyptic 2009 disaster flick features a global geological catastrophe that almost wipes out the human race. This did not go down well with the leadership of the rogue nation, for whom the year 2012 has significance, not for being the date on which the Mayans predicted the end of the world, but for supposedly marking the beginning of North Korea’s rise to the status of global superpower. This prediction was based on 2012 being the 100th anniversary of the birth of Kim Il-Sung, founder of the nation, and North Koreans who illegally purchased DVDs from China were punished with up to five years in prison for watching a movie that dared to suggest history might turn out differently. The irony is that 2012, with its depiction of American cities such as Los Angeles sinking into the Pacific, would probably have proven quite cheery viewing for the North Korean high command.
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The reality of living in Syria’s protracted civil war depends on which city you are in. 

In the capital, Damascus, which remains under government control, life has returned to some semblance of normality after six years of bloodshed, with reports suggesting that in parts of the city it’s hard to tell there is a war going on at all. 

In Aleppo, where fighting still rings out in the suburbs, getting back to normal for many people means scraping by amid ruined buildings.

An estimated half a million people have died since war broke out in 2011, with 5 million people fleeing to neighbouring countries. But for those who remain, life must go on – and for some that means posting updates on social media.

In Syria, this isn’t always easy. The government sporadically cuts off access to the internet to disrupt the activities of their opponents. Nevertheless, there are Instagrammers who have remained committed to sharing snapshots from their lives – although this is easier in Damascus than in Aleppo. 

We caught up with six photographers to find out how they are documenting life in their city, and why some choose to focus on war and others on hope.

Yaman Sadiq in Damascus







“I post my cartoons that address the prominent issues preoccupying my fellow Syrians, from power blackouts to the lack of running water. I have amassed more than 30,000 followers, which has enabled me to find work as a painter. I like Instagram because it is less focused on politics. My favourite picture is this intricate sketch of Damascus on a small water cup.”

Dunia Shabib in Damascus







“I was one of Syria’s early adopters of Instagram. I set up my account in 2012 and I still think it’s perfect for sharing pretty pictures. The photograph closest to my heart is a scene I see every morning from my balcony: birds sitting on an electrical wire taking a rest from flying around. For me, a picture is worth a thousand words.”

Yehia Alrejjo formerly in Aleppo








“Before I fled Aleppo I used Instagram to share the reality of war with the outside world, and I would often see my pictures spread quickly overseas. I think my most striking image is one from December [when the city was being bombarded by government airstrikes]. It shows the body of a woman who had died from chronic disease in a city running out of doctors. Her husband sat crying on the floor next to her.”

Iman Tijmieh in Tartus







“I try to depict the other side of life in Syria’s cities. The roses, the nature and old narrow alleyways. I want people to see my account and realise that Syria is still beautiful despite the destruction and devastation. Instagram also helps to relieve the pressure of everyday life. My favourite picture is that of an old man entering his home in one of the old lanes in Tartus. It was Easter, you could hear hymns resonating from the nearby churches. It was magical.”

Reem Takriti in Damascus
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  Reem Takr shared this image with us after she set her profile to private Photograph: Reem Takr




“Almost every morning I walk around my area in Damascus to take pictures of my surroundings. Instagram is central to my life and I use it to share a different narrative of the capital with my friends in and outside the country who only otherwise see images of war.

“I have recently made my account private for personal reasons, but I am happy to share my favourite picture with you: one of a Syrian tailor, who lost his workshop because of the war and started sewing clothes in an old car in the heart of the city. After I posted it, my followers asked for his address so they could support him with their custom, and the media rushed to cover his story.”

Ghassan Zarifeh in Damascus







“The name of my account translates as ‘shot did not end’ and I use filters to edit photos to highlight the beauty in my city, which can never be damaged by the war. I am constantly inspired by my love for Damascus. The most striking image I have posted is that of a homeless child watching TV through a shop window.”

Follow @guardiancities on Instagram and tag your best city shots with #guardiancities













This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/02/beauty-chaos-snapshot-syrian-cities-instagram-damascus-aleppo



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




So we do have a new US – for the present. In the jargon of Trumpology, the president has tossed a sop to his climate-change denying chief strategist, Steve Bannon, and disappointed his green daughter, Ivanka. Or at least he is withdrawing the US from the Paris climate accord in three years (Bannon) but “renegotiating” it (Ivanka).






President's Paris climate speech annotated: Trump's claims analysed








The world will not suddenly sink beneath the waves. The US’s impressive record in cleaning up its emissions since 2007 will not go into reverse. Federal subsidies for renewables may diminish, but California and New York, and other states and cities, have said they will not reverse green energy regulations. The switch away from fossil fuels will continue, if only because that is where the market is going.

What has changed is something less tangible. Trump’s contempt for internationalism and his explicit “America first” language shows him in full isolationist mode. This is the raw nationalism we saw in the early George W Bush years, and periodically back in American history, notably before the two world wars. It is one with Trump’s Mexican wall, immigration control, trade protection and anti-Nato Russophilia. He is the authentic voice of world-go-to-hell.

The perils here are obvious. The US’s leadership in the 20th century was crucial in “policing democracy”. Its power, its money, perhaps above all, its example, have overseen a clear reduction in world poverty and even conflict over the past half century. But we are now in the 21st, and this leadership has become tarnished. America’s military interventions in the Muslim world since 2001 have been obsessional and counter-productive, the agents of anarchy. Neither a bellicose Bush nor a milder Barack Obama was able to correct this. The old maxim – hold close to nurse America for fear of something worse – no longer seems the no-brainer it once did.





 

Trump is the authentic voice of world-go-to-hell






 


Just as the US itself is fracturing in response to Trump’s emissions decision, so Nato is fracturing in response to his plain hostility. Relations with Russia are unfreezing, intervention in the Middle East is growing meaningless, China is flexing its global muscles. Were this part of some coherent Trump landscape, it might become a template for a new, multi-polar world. In truth it is emotional and shambolic.

But even madmen have their uses. It is never sensible for sovereign states to rely for too long on other states, accountable to other electorates, to rule the world on their behalf. Treaties and alliances grow tired and need review – look at the EU. The Paris accord, a rare example of global collective action, remains in place. Others must now step forward to lead where the US will not, perhaps even China. It is as well to be reminded that no great power is wholly reliable. Burdens of responsibility must sometimes be carried by others.
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Snapchat brings its hip round Spectacles to Europe | Technology | The Guardian

Snapchat is bringing its Spectacles to Europe, placing five “snapbot” vending machines in London, Paris, Berlin, Barcelona and Venice to begin selling the £129.99 wearable cameras.

It is the first time the glasses have been available outside the US, where they led to hundreds of people queueing throughout the winter in a bid to secure the coveted gadgets. But for those who don’t fancy joining the queues – or can’t get down to the London Eye, where Britain’s vending machine will be placed – the glasses are also available at Spectacles.com, for shipping across Europe.

The Spectacles are Snap Inc’s first foray into dedicated hardware. They arrived on the scene alongside the firm changing its name from Snapchat and announcing that it no longer thought of itself as an app developer, but as a camera company. “We believe that reinventing the camera represents our greatest opportunity to improve the way people live and communicate,” Snap says about itself today. “Our products empower people to express themselves, live in the moment, learn about the world, and have fun together.”

Putting that rhetoric into practice, the Spectacles are a pair of sunglasses with a video camera in an arm, which connect to Snapchat over Bluetooth or wifi. The camera takes 10-second snaps in an extremely wide-angle circular format, to better reflect what the wearer is seeing.
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  ‘It’s about us figuring out if it fits into people’s lives and seeing how they like it’ … CEO Evan Spiegel. Photograph: Snapchat




On Snapchat itself, the circular videos are displayed in a full-screen format, letting viewers rotate their phone to change what they see. If the images are exported to another service, like Twitter or Instagram, then the whole circle is visible, with the corners of the square clipped off.

Announcing the product in September, Snapchat chief executive Evan Spiegel said: “It’s about us figuring out if it fits into people’s lives and seeing how they like it.”

He tested a prototype while on holiday with his supermodel fiancee, now wife, Miranda Kerr. “It was our first vacation, and we went to Big Sur for a day or two. We were walking through the woods, stepping over logs, looking up at the beautiful trees. And when I got the footage back and watched it, I could see my own memory, through my own eyes. It was unbelievable,” he told the Wall Street Journal in a rare interview.

“It’s one thing to see images of an experience you had, but it’s another thing to have an experience of the experience. It was the closest I’d ever come to feeling like I was there again.”

The Spectacles also served to prove the scope of Snap’s ambition in the run-up to its IPO in March. Since then, the company has had run-ins with investors over whether it should be seen as a straightforward Facebook competitor, or a more unique media/technology hybrid company. 

If the former, the company’s baseline stats could be seen as concerning: it has 166 million daily active users globally, and its user growth has reportedly stalled. But Snap argues that its disproportionately wealthy, young and female user base renders it different from other technology companies in ways the raw figures mask.
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Theresa May

The prime minister has made daily campaign visits to all parts of the country, focusing on Conservative target regions such as the north of England, the Midlands, and Wales. However, she faced criticism for holding closed events to audiences of activists rather than addressing the general public, and her rare walkabouts have been brief. Initially, the Tory campaign was focused firmly on her leadership, branding it “strong and stable”. But in recent weeks the presidential-style message has been dropped as the polls have narrowed following her disastrous announcement of a shakeup of social care, dubbed a “dementia tax” by the opposition. May has also been the main voice appearing in the media, taking part in election interviews with Andrew Neil and Jeremy Paxman. However, she dodged the main election debate of the campaign held by the BBC, sending the home secretary, Amber Rudd, instead.

Visibility High, on her own terms


Stock Down. The social care disaster has dented her claim to be strong and stable, while the Labour phrase that she is “weak and wobbly” is catching on.


Amber Rudd

The home secretary is regarded by the prime minister as a reliable lieutenant, which accounts for her being chosen to stand in for May at the BBC election debate. She was the key government spokesperson following the NHS cyber-attack, rather than the health secretary; she fronted a new policy on domestic violence as the party tried to draw a line under the social care furore; and she defended the government’s cuts to police numbers following the Manchester terror bombing. When May was abroad, Rudd chaired the Cobra meeting on the counter-terrorism response. Her most memorable moment during the BBC debate was reference to “my manifesto”, hinting at potential ambitions to one day hold the top job.

Visibility High at times of crisis


Stock Up. Her willingness to take one for the Tory team by standing in for May in the television debate days after the death of her father has boosted her reputation. She is tipped as the next chancellor – or even party leader.

Philip Hammond

The chancellor has given just two press conferences during the election campaign. The first was about the economic “risk of Corbyn”, and the second was a joint appearance with May shortly after reports of tensions between the pair. The event was awkward as the prime minister several times refused to confirm he would keep his job if she wins the election for the Conservatives. He has been doing some campaigning for Tory candidates, most recently in Wrexham, where the Daily Post newspaper reported that Hammond refused to answer questions about a trust he owns holding shares in Castlemead, a company involved in a controversial North Wales housing development.

Visibility For a chancellor pretty low


Stock Down. He has been fairly invisible during the campaign and must fear for his job if May is returned as prime minister.

Boris Johnson

At the beginning of the campaign, the foreign secretary’s team had to repeatedly deny he was being sidelined in the election, as May took centre stage. But he has been deployed more frequently since the Conservative poll wobble began, most notably when he was dispatched to defend the social care package the day before May’s embarrassing U-turn. Although he was meant to be backing the policy, he was smart enough to say he understood people’s concerns and was sure there would be further consultation. The foreign secretary also tried distraction tactics, stealing the notes of his interviewer, Robert Peston, to interrupt a Tory MP expressing reservations about the policy. Johnson has also delivered some ugly attack lines on Corbyn, describing the Labour leader as a “mutton-headed old mugwump” and a “triple-headed monster”, as well as claiming the BBC’s debate audience on Wednesday night was too leftwing. And he has not been gaffe-free, after he was berated by a worshipper in a Sikh temple by discussing his enthusiasm for a boost in the whisky trade, apparently without realising that alcohol is forbidden under some Sikh teachings. 


Visibility Moderate, but on a leash


Stock No change. Johnson has not done anything to harm his future leadership prospects so far, with the blame for May’s diminished poll lead squarely on her own shoulders.

Liam Fox
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  Liam Fox.




Fox has been nowhere in the election campaign, giving no press conferences or major television interviews. The trade secretary has been out campaigning with local candidates but is not one of the inner circle trusted to be a prominent voice for the Tories during their campaign. His exclusion may have occurred after a humiliating interview on Sky’s Sophy Ridge show in March, when he denied sending a tweet saying the UK was “one of the few countries in the European Union that does not need to bury its 20th-century history” while sitting in front of a giant screenshot of it.

Visibility Near invisible


Stock Down. Fox has been irrelevant in the campaign despite his responsibility for negotiating crucial trade deals with non-EU countries after Brexit.

David Davis

The Brexit secretary is one of May’s more trusted cabinet ministers, and is one of the few to have given a press conference during the campaign. He has also done numerous interviews and introduced the party’s badly received manifesto. But he has done little to shift the dial for the Conservatives either way, although he was caught in an awkward moment on Good Morning Britain when he appeared to have no idea what was going on when the presenter made repeated references to Noel Edmond’s Deal or No Deal programme. 


Visibility Middling


Stock No change. Davis has made no significant errors in numerous media appearances but neither has he made a huge mark on the campaign.

Michael Fallon
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  Michael Fallon.




The defence secretary has been deployed by May as a Tory attack dog in much the same way as he was used by David Cameron in 2015, making jibes at Corbyn for “muddled and dangerous” thinking over terrorism. The cabinet minister is an ally of the prime minister and possible choice as a replacement for Philip Hammond as chancellor. However, he slipped up when he condemned remarks blaming terrorism on Britain’s foreign policy, thinking they were spoken by Jeremy Corbyn when they actually came from Boris Johnson a few years ago. Fallon was also skewered by Emily Thornberry, the shadow foreign secretary, who pointed out he metSyrian dictator Bashar al-Assad in 2007.

Visibility Very prominent


Stock No change. Fallon has had a few misshaps on air but he is still trusted by the Tories deliver their most aggressive lines on the airwaves.


Jeremy Hunt
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  Jeremy Hunt.




Hunt has not been very conspicuous during the campaign, perhaps owing to his deep unpopularity with health workers. He gave an Andrew Marr Show interview early in the election in which he was grilled about nurses using foodbanks, and was kept off the airwaves for the first three days after the NHS cyber-attack. He only popped up on BBC Radio 4’s Today programme this week, attacking the show for its reporting of problems in the NHS. He does appear, however, to have been campaigning in his constituency, where he is facing a challenge from an independent NHS doctor backed by some local Labour, Lib Dem and Green activists.

Visibility Restricted


Stock Down. The health secretary is tipped to be replaced if May wins the election and reshuffles her team, potentially by junior minister Ben Gummer, who helped write the manifesto.


Justine Greening
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  Justine Greening. Photograph: Ben Birchall/PA




Cuts to schools funding have been a major issue in the election, with headteachers and parents pleading for an end to the shakeup that means many will lose out. But the education secretary has barely been on the national airwaves. She has however been quoted in local newspapers saying she is pleased that the Conservatives have promised to consult on changes to the controversial new funding formula. But Greening, who is thought to be privately sceptical of May’s push for a new wave of grammar schools, is clearly not one of the main voices for the Tories in this campaign.

Greening did however make an appearance on BBC Radio on Thursday to defend the Conservatives’ costs for its plan to give free breakfasts to all primary school children, which experts have claimed works out at 7p per pupil.

Visibility Extremely low key


Stock Down. Greening has had little impact on the national campaign despite education being such a big subject.


Damian Green












[image: Damian Green.]


 


  




  Damian Green.




The work and pensions secretary has been fairly high profile, most obviously when he insisted May “won’t look again” at her social care plans the day before the party signalled a major U-turn. The fact he was given the hospital pass of defending the unpopular policy, dubbed a “dementia tax” by the opposition, meant he was trusted to hold the line for the prime minister. But he was left embarrassed by the change of tack as well as his inability to say who would lose their winter fuel allowance, or how the new means testing of home care would work. He was also one of the Tories sent out to the “spin room” after the BBC debate, where he was ambushed by Emily Thornberry challenging him over the absence of Theresa May – an encounter that descended into an unedifying squabble, as he accused Labour of having the “most economically illiterate manifesto since 1983”.

Visibility High


Stock No change. On the one hand, Green’s defence of the social care package left him exposed to ridicule, but equally this will have earned him some brownie points with the leadership. He is another possible tip for chancellor if the Conservatives win and Hammond is removed.
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Option 1

If you don’t want the Tories to win ...


There are 48 seats in the country where the combined vote of Labour, Lib Dem, Greens and - if relevant - Plaid Cymru or the Scottish National Party outweighed Conservative votes in 2015. In all of these, the tactical option is to vote for the biggest of the opposition parties. Use the search box below to find out if your seat is among them, or see below for a full list.







Where a tactical vote might matter

The 48 seats where votes for the opposition (Labour, Lib Dem, SNP or Plaid Cymru) outnumbered those for the Conservatives. But a note of caution: in some places the Ukip vote, if it all went to the Tories, is big enough to keep the Tories in place








East




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Bedford



Labour



19,625



21,898



4,434






Peterborough



Labour



18,684



19,751



7,485






Thurrock



Labour



16,692



16,800



15,718






Watford



Labour



24,400



26,090



5,481






Waveney



Labour



22,104



22,512



7,580






Colchester



Lib Dem



18,919



23,695



5,870














East Midlands




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Corby



Labour



24,023



24,443



7,708






Derby North



Labour



16,402



21,811



6,532






Lincoln



Labour



19,976



20,525



5,721














London




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Croydon Central



Labour



22,753



25,194



4,810






Kingston and Surbiton



Lib Dem



23,249



31,311



4,321






Sutton and Cheam



Lib Dem



20,732



23,408



5,341






Twickenham



Lib Dem



25,580



33,155



3,069














North-east




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Berwick-upon-Tweed



Lib Dem



16,603



19,219



4,513














North-west




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Bolton West



Labour



19,744



20,890



7,428






Bury North



Labour



18,970



20,665



5,595






Warrington South



Labour



25,928



28,278



4,909






Weaver Vale



Labour



20,227



21,999



4,547






Cheadle



Lib Dem



22,889



25,109



4,423






Hazel Grove



Lib Dem



17,882



20,054



5,283














Scotland




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and Tweeddale



SNP



20,759



29,903



1,472














South-east




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Brighton, Kemptown



Labour



18,428



22,290



4,446






Canterbury



Labour



22,918



23,093



7,289






Reading East



Labour



23,217



23,630



3,647






Southampton, Itchen



Labour



18,656



19,811



6,010






Eastbourne



Lib Dem



20,934



25,695



6,139






Lewes



Lib Dem



19,206



25,907



5,427






Oxford West and Abingdon



Lib Dem



26,153



26,342



3,963






Portsmouth South



Lib Dem



14,585



20,673



5,595














South-west




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Bristol North West



Labour



22,767



23,989



4,889






Camborne and Redruth



Labour



18,452



19,743



6,776






Plymouth, Moor View



Labour



16,020



17,282



9,152






Plymouth, Sutton and Devonport



Labour



18,120



23,006



6,731






Bath



Lib Dem



17,833



25,850



2,922






Cheltenham



Lib Dem



24,790



24,865



3,808






St Ives



Lib Dem



18,491



23,583



5,720






Thornbury and Yate



Lib Dem



19,924



23,520



5,126






Torbay



Lib Dem



19,551



21,988



6,540






Yeovil



Lib Dem



24,178



25,109



7,646














Wales




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Aberconwy



Labour



12,513



14,168



3,467






Cardiff North



Labour



21,709



25,080



3,953






Carmarthen West and South Pembrokeshire



Labour



17,626



18,026



4,698






Gower



Labour



15,862



21,599



4,773






Vale of Clwyd



Labour



13,760



16,924



4,577






Brecon and Radnorshire



Lib Dem



16,453



20,283



3,338














West Midlands




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Telford



Labour



16,094



17,221



7,330














Yorkshire and the Humber




Seat



Vote for



Con vote



Opposition vote



Ukip vote






Calder Valley



Labour



23,354



23,683



5,950






Morley and Outwood



Labour



18,776



21,044



7,951
















If your seat is already held by one of these parties, the safest tactical option is to vote for the incumbent.

Lastly, some seats look unlosable for the Tories: the combined vote of all the progressive parties would not have been enough in 2015 to win the seat. In these cases, the tactical option is still to vote for the biggest opposition party, but you may find it a little academic.

Option 2

If you want the Tories to win ...

Don’t beat about the bush. Vote Tory. There is now no single seat in which Ukip look better placed to win. And since Theresa May still seems likely to come back with an absolute majority, you shouldn’t fret unduly about who her coalition partners will be.

Option 3

If you don’t want the Tories to win, but only because you don’t trust them to deliver a sufficiently hard Brexit ...

We can’t help you. Sorry.
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Slashing spending on education: what greater act of vandalism is there? A failure to invest in children will damage the prospects of this country for decades to come. No wonder the ever-diminishing Theresa May was jeered over her real-terms cuts in per-pupil spending in this week’s televised debate.

Threats to children’s wellbeing trigger visceral emotions in parents. But with schools facing up to £3bn worth of cuts, according to the National Audit Office, the potential of children and the nation as a whole is at risk. Per pupil, schools are facing a 7% cut in spending if the Tories win the majority craved by May. According to the National Union of Teachers, 93% of schools face per-pupil funding cuts, with an average cut of nearly £87,000 to primary schools and £370,298 to secondary schools.






Schools face years of funding cuts if Tories win election, say thinktanks








That’s why May is facing an escalating, nationwide parents’ revolt. This year, Fair Funding for all Schools – a national network of parents united against school cuts – was launched. One of its driving forces is Joanna Yurky: last autumn, she went to her local high school opening day in Haringey, north London. The headteacher announced that he had no choice but to increase class sizes, because the only way to get more funding was to take on more students.

Yurky was shocked. Back in 1997, one of New Labour’s flagship policies was slashing school class sizes, and for good reason: as the Tories’ favoured educational thinktank, the pro-free schools New Schools Network puts it: “If managed well, small class sizes can be effective at raising public performance.” But Yurky soon found her story was replicated elsewhere. At other schools, she heard about parents being asked for money: not the odd one-off payment but regular contributions made by direct debit.





 

According to the National Union of Teachers, 93% of schools face per-pupil funding cuts






 


Then came the official reports, and not just the National Audit Office. In February, the Institute for Fiscal Studies announced that school funding per pupil would be slashed for the first time since the fag-end of John Major’s rule in the mid-1990s. Yurky and her allies met in a living room to start planning. On social media, they reached out to mothers in West Sussex and Wokingham, deep inside Tory territory.

Messing with children’s futures is, these mothers believe, a big mistake by the Tories, and could even be their poll tax. The proceeds of cake and jumble sales used to be spent on nice extras. Now, increasingly, they’re being used to pay for essentials. Whatever New Labour’s failings, their investment in education did pay off. It’s that investment – in smaller class sizes, sports, music, support staff and help for children with special educational needs – that’s now being put at risk.






Britain’s schools are already on their knees. Now they’re going to be gutted | Frances Ryan








For Yurky, a parent-led movement was critical to changing the debate. And she’s right: Britain’s teachers have been vilified and undermined by newspapers and politicians alike, as though they were somehow selfish, vested interests. But when parents start joining marches, the government is right to be worried. These are far from militant rabble rousers, and demonstrations have included “picnic protests” held after school. Both Twitter and Facebook have proved essential in linking these activists up.

The whole situation could hardly sum up the philosophical divide in this election better. The Tories have failed to cost their manifesto, except for abolishing universal free school meals in favour of free breakfasts – worth 6.8p per pupil. Yet they have tried to savage Labour for having unaffordable plans, despite the party having costed them in full.

What could more firmly underline the key difference between the two biggest parties? A Tory party holding back the great, untapped potential of Britain; a Labour party arguing that, with sensible investment, that potential can be unleashed to benefit everyone, businesses included. We simply cannot afford these cuts to education, as these parent activists have pointed out.
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Who should I vote for? The UK election manifestos compared | Politics | The Guardian


The key pledges made by Labour, the Conservatives, Liberal Democrats, Greens, SNP, Ukip and Plaid Cymru in the run-up to the UK general election.
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6.01am EDT
06:01




6th over: New Zealand 41-0 (Ronchi 13, Williamson 1) Hazlewood has a third slip for Williamson, who likes the run-down to third man; instead, he gets off the mark with a flip to leg. 





Share








6.00am EDT
06:00



WICKET! Guptill c Maxwell b Hazlewood 26 (New Zealand 40-1)


Another cross-seamer which sticks in the track a little, Guptill goes to turn to leg, gets there too early, and a leading edge loops up directly to point. Huge wicket for Australia, who always find a way. 
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5.58am EDT
05:58




6th over: New Zealand 40-0 (Guptill 26, Ronchi 13) In commentary, it’s wondered whether Smith wanted to bat second because there’s a decent chance of rain; perhaps, I guess. 



[image: ]
Lord's Ground 
(@HomeOfCricket)
🎉 Happy Birthday to @OfficialSLC captain @Angelo69Mathews!

📺 A look back to his brilliant Test ton here in 2015. pic.twitter.com/LlwJ8b3Yaz


June 2, 2017
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5.55am EDT
05:55




5th over: New Zealand 38-0 (Guptill 25, Ronchi 12) Full one from Starc, bounces a bit - a decent delivery, basically - and Guptill leans down the track and just outside off to absolutely clatter through the line and to the cover fence. That was beautiful, head still and hands supersonic. Oh, and look! Starc attacks the stumps but overpitches with crossed seam, and with no movement through the air, Guptill cracks it straight back him. Australia were intending early wickets - they’ve not even threatened them. 
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5.52am EDT
05:52




4th over: New Zealand 29-0 (Guptill 16, Ronchi 12) Hazlewood tries from wide of the crease, and Guptill stamps onto the front foot to stroke down the ground. On the boundary, Warner flings himself at it for kicks, misses, and enjoys a jolly good chortle with his buddies. Hazlewood then retorts, a bit of bounce tempting an air-shot, before a bit more bounce has Ronchi trimming the fingernails of mid-off. This is a really good start now, and Williamson looks to have read the pitch better than Smith. 
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5.47am EDT
05:47




3rd over: New Zealand 19-0 (Guptill 11, Ronchi 7) Starc finds some shape away from Ronchi second ball and slants his next across him too. So Ronchi chucks hands at it, the timing is off, he doesn’t get all of it, and still powersquirts four over point. Then Ronchi pushes to mid-off, runs, and with a view of one-and-a-half stumps, Warner smashes them down! Richie Kettleborough is right on top of it though, and he confidently says not out; he’s right, by about an inch. Well-judged, Luke-o.
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05:41




2nd over: New Zealand 14-0 (Guptill 11, Ronchi 2) Hazlewood, who’s going to be a special Test bowler, I shouldn’t wonder, opens from the other end. I was surprised he didn’t do better last time he was England, so expect him to do well here. Anyway, his first ball offers Ronchi width, so he swings and bottom-edges a single behind square on the off side, then slings down a wide. Ah. And then one on the pads, flipped over the top fo fo by Guptill, and then one wide of off, flayed through point fo fo mo. 





Share








5.36am EDT
05:36




1st over: New Zealand 4-0 (Guptill 3, Ronchi 1) Starc is over the wicket and on the money right away - Guptill is forward to defend. But the third ball strays down leg, and is slightly mistimed away for three towards midwicket - the boundary is fairly long in that direction. Anyway, Ronchi adds a single, and that’s that. 

Just before play started, the tellybox showed an advert for Alexa. What kind of absolute nonsense is that? Just put some music on yourself, dearie me; looking down what you’ve got is part of the pleasure of having it, like looking in the mirror without the shame. 
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5.32am EDT
05:32




Guptill on strike, Starc with that ball. 
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5.31am EDT
05:31




Picky Ronting heard a whisper that Latham is injured, so isn’t surprised to see Ronchi opening the batting. 
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5.30am EDT
05:30




Out come the

batsmen
 batters.
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5.29am EDT
05:29




Huddling is done. For why, is unclear. 
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05:26




The teams are coming out, the teams are out, which makes it time for the pomp and circumstance without which cricket somehow coped for more than 200 years. 
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Does stuff like this matter? Are Australia in the heads of the New Zealand players, or is it just stuff that happened once? 



Freddie Wilde 
(@fwildecricket)
Australia lead the H2H with New Zealand 90-39. In matches played at neutral venues Australia lead 17-1 & have not lost since 1999. #CT17


June 2, 2017
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BREAKING: Kane Williamson is good, and T20 has changed 50-over cricket. 

More news as I get it. 
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Here’s more on poor Woakesie.






England’s Chris Woakes to miss rest of Champions Trophy due to injury
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5.10am EDT
05:10




There’s a nice even covering of grass, says Warnie, and the pitch will be good for batting but with carry for quicks. “May the best team wins, he adds; isn’t that axiomatic? 
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05:09




Just in case you’d forgotten, this is the ICC Champions Trophy. That’s ICC, them with their logo encroaching well into the middle of the screen, whose broadcast staff all have ... nicknames!
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So neither side picks a spinner - Patel and Zampa are both left out. 
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Rough riders and slip-slow sliders


 New Zealand: Guptill, Ronchi, Williamson, Taylor, Broom, Neesham, Anderson, Santner, Milne, Southee, Boult.

Australia: Finch, Warner, Smith, Henriques, Maxwell, Head, Wade, Hastings, Starc, Cummins, Hazlewood.
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Smith was “probably going to bowl first anyway”. Yeah, course you were sweetheart. Of the fearsome foursome, Pattinson misses out. 
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5.04am EDT
05:04



New Zealand win the toss and will bat!


Pitch looks good for batting, they hope to winkle some wickets bowling second. 
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5.03am EDT
05:03




Let’s have some toss, and happy birthday Steven Smith. 
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05:02




ICC broadcasting. Ho hum. 
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5.00am EDT
05:00




Brexit behaviour, bringing England into this - apologies - but it seems that Chris Woakes is out of the competition. That’s not terrible news for everyone but England - these early “summer” conditions are perfect for him.
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4.37am EDT
04:37




Ok, we can have some more. All through the working day, and purely for our delectation, we have two of the toughest, most reliable teams in all sport, playing in one of the most intense, well-structured tournaments in all sport. Allow that! 

The last time the teams met, in January and February, New Zealand won two out of three matches - the third was abandoned - and given that both sides have to play England, defeat here could effectively end their Champions League before it’s even started. Given that both sides have to play England! The world is a weird place right enough, but who ever presumed it could become that weird? 
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3.42am EDT
03:42



Preamble


Er, Australia are playing New Zealand! 




Updated
at 4.26am EDT
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5.59am EDT
05:59




On Court 6, the sprightly Roberto Bautista Agut has taken the first set 6-3 against Jiri Vesely.
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5.58am EDT
05:58




And here’s a seventh break. Muguruza will serve for the set again at 6-5.
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5.56am EDT
05:56




There have been six breaks on Philippe-Chatrier. The latest one is vital. At the fourth time of asking, Yulia Putintseva earns a deserved reprieve, forcing Muguruza to send a backhand long as she tries to serve out the set. It’s 5-5 and Putintseva is giving Muguruza plenty of problems out there.
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05:54




On Court 2, Jelena Ostapenko leads by a set against Lesia Tsurenko in a battle between two unseeded players. But Tsurenko has steeled herself in the second set and finds herself a break up after five games.
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05:52




Serving for the set, Garbine Muguruza has to save two break points. But Yulia Putintseva is pushing. She has another chance here.
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5.44am EDT
05:44




Muguruza appears to be well and truly over that flat start. She’s gobbled up four straight games to lead 5-3. Grigor Dimitrov, David Goffin and Roberto Bautista Agut are all looking similarly remorseless elsewhere. Dimitrov is 4-1 up against Pablo Carreno Busta, Goffin leads 4-2 against Horacio Zeballos and Bautista Agut is up 5-2 against Jiri Vesely. The favourites are dominating so far today.
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5.37am EDT
05:37




Muguruza hits straight back. Overpowering Putintseva in a baseline duel, she forces the Kazakh to net a slice on break point. I know you should always back the underdog, but I can’t help but feel this French Open needs to be won by Muguruza - or Halep. With Serena Williams absent, Maria Sharapova busy tweeting about sweets and world No1 Angelique Kerber already out, the women’s game needs one of its leading players to step up here. Muguruza, the defending champion, has the talent to win multiple grand slams, but she hasn’t done much since last year’s breakthrough here.
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Muguruza’s start was a deception. She’s dropped three straight games to trail 3-1 on Philippe-Chatrier. Putintseva’s hustling and hurrying her.
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It could be a fascinating encounter. Muguruza started ominously, breaking in the opening game, but Putintseva isn’t daunted. She breaks straight back and holds to lead 2-1 in the first set. Over on Court 1, meanwhile, Grigor Dimitrov looks determined to achieve his best ever result at Roland Garros. He’s never reached the fourth round before, but he’s playing smoothly early on, breaking Pablo Carreno Busta twice to lead 3-0. Another Spaniard is faring better on Court 3. Roberto Bautista Agut is on top against Jiri Vesely.
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First up on Philippe-Chatrier, we have Garbine Muguruza and Yulia Putintseva. Muguruza, the defending champion, wasn’t entirely convincing in her previous match and she’ll need to up her game against the potentially pesky Kazakh, who gave Serena Williams a good run for her money in Paris last year. 



Updated
at 5.24am EDT
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Preamble


On the card: Novak Djokovic, Rafael Nadal, Garbine Muguruza, Venus Williams and plenty of other noble support acts.

In the Parisian air: lots and lots of rain, maybe even some thunder and lightning, and plenty of umbrellas.

Play begins at 10am BST, but we might not see much of it if the forecast’s to be believed. It could be a long day.



Updated
at 4.55am EDT
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Isco has always had a wonky walk. “Odd,” he has called it: feet twisted, legs bendy, hips rolling, backside slung low – and still completely in control of the ball, never far from his foot. It was Iker Casillas and Sergio Ramos who first called him “Magia” but soon everyone in the Real Madrid dressing room followed – and you have to have something a little special if they are calling you magic. Or if Zinedine Zidane, that ballet dancer in boots, says “he can do things very few players can do”.

Francisco Alarcón reckons neighbours knew him as the kid that went everywhere with a ball. “My football comes from the streets,” he says; played in the plaza by his home with his older brother and his mates and on the gravel pitches of Atlético Benamiel.






Isco: the bandy-legged magician who is finally able to walk tall for Real Madrid | Sid Lowe








In Benalmádena, they confirm it. One talks about how even when the other boys were not around, he would be out there doing kick-ups on his own. Another says: “He was always capable of doing magic: it didn’t matter if it was on the pitch or walking back home from school, there was always a ball at his feet.” There, at least, not much has changed: “What I want is the ball,” Isco told El País when he was first called to the Spain squad in 2013.

Not that his progress to that point was smooth, and his progress since has not been either. “Ever since we were kids, we used to say to ourselves: ‘If he doesn’t make it, we’ll never know anyone who does’ – you could see he was special,” a friend says. “The funny thing was, at the time there were scouts constantly watching him but no one used to call him, [people] used to say because of the bandy legs, [or] he’s too slow. Well, I don’t think he’s done too badly.”

If that was really was the reason, it shouldn’t have been. “I don’t care how someone walks down the road, I don’t care what he looks like when he’s out with the dog; I care how he plays,” says Antonio Fernández, the sporting director who signed Isco for Málaga from Valencia, just as he was turning 19.

At €5m he was expensive, a kid from the third division who had played only a handful of first-team games, and there were doubts. He had been given few opportunities at Valencia, then coached by Unai Emery, where his style did not fit. Some questioned his approach: all talent, not enough temperament.
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  Isco celebrates scoring for Málaga against Porto in the Champions League last 16 against Porto. Photograph: Jasper Juinen/Getty Images




Fernández, though, knew Isco from the Spain youth set-up and was sure. “He was a good kid with spectacular talent. I knew that with patience it would work.” With the right team, too: Manuel Pellegrini’s Málaga played with possession and patience, accumulating men inside. By the end of the second season, in which they were seconds from a Champions League semi-final, that €5m became €30m. Pellegrini wanted him at Manchester City, but Isco admitted later “Madrid is Madrid” – and that from someone with a fondness for Barcelona and a Labrador called Messi. “I called him that because Leo Messi is the best in the world and so is my dog,” he explained.

Isco’s doubts at the time focused on opportunity. At Madrid, the demands were huge and the competition was fierce, he knew, but opportunities would be fewer than he imagined. His start was good, Carlo Ancelotti soon saying that one day in the future Isco could be “very close” to Zidane. But for that to happen, he would need a continuity that never really came.

Isco’s initiation ceremony involved him standing on a chair and singing the nonsense pop song Aserejé (aka The Ketchup song) by Las Ketchup in front of his team-mates. “I nailed it,” he would later grin but there’s something in the fact that the same night Gareth Bale gave a rendition of Yellow Submarine. His presence with Karim Benzema and Cristiano Ronaldo contributed to limiting Isco’s opportunities. It was not that he lacked talent, nor that he rarely started and certainly didn’t get continuity; it was that the No10 role he coveted, close behind the forwards, did not even exist.

It does now, three years on. For now, at least. Bale’s injury gave Isco an opportunity and he took it. With the personnel change came a shift in formation too, an extra man in midfield, greater control, a very different look. For Isco there is a very different outlook: he had been unsure about renewing his contract at the club, keen to play more, but after the final game of the season when Madrid won the league at Málaga, where he was withdrawn to a standing ovation, he insisted: “Relax, I’m staying.”






Marcelo and Dani Alves make Champions League final a battle of the full-backs | Sid Lowe








Relax was the word, too. Spanish and easy to like, entertaining to watch, Isco has always been popular with the fans, as well as protected by some in the press, but his support had grown and those who backed him had been proven right. No one wants to lose him now, and they had started to fear they would. “I started the season with doubts but with trust of the manager and team-mates, it’s finished in the best possible way,” he said. “I feel comfortable. I’ve had more continuity.” Over the last two months he has arguably been Spain’s outstanding player, his impact enormous.

Before the semi-final against Atlético, Dani Carvajal described Isco as “pure fantasy”, but there is more. If those are words that could even have been held against him once, not any more. In the autumn, he insisted: “I’m not stupid: if I have not been a starter with Ancelotti, Benítez and Zidane, it’s my fault.” There is perspiration to go with inspiration now, a real purpose; control, productivity and leadership, something of those days, where one team-mate recalls him “walking round everyone” and another says: “It didn’t matter how the game was going, we never used to panic; however difficult it was, he always wanted the ball, never gave in, and created things that only he could.

In February last year, the former Real Madrid player Iván Helguera said: “Isco doesn’t give assists, he’s not good in the air, he doesn’t win the ball back. He could give much more, but the Bernabéu applauds him for doing a ‘croqueta’ [a piece of skill in which you switch the ball swiftly from one foot the other and back again]. What do his moves end up as?”

Isco has 11 goals and eight assists this season: of those, five goals and three assists have come in his last seven starts. Besides, the answer is a La Liga title and a Champions League final. On the final day, he provided the assist that took Madrid to the title and it was his goal that aborted Atlético’s comeback in the European Cup semi-final, effectively securing their passage to Cardiff.






Juventus plug into positive charge for Champions League final with Real








That he even had the chance was a change: on the eve of the quarter-final second leg with Bayern Munich, 21 players in Real Madrid’s squad had played more Champions League minutes than Isco – even Fábio Coentrão. Since then, he has started all three matches; at the Calderón, he finished it. Few doubt that he will start in Cardiff. It will be his third Champions League final, having come on in Lisbon and Milan – where his extra-time performance was extraordinary and vitally important too, keeping and moving the ball for an exhausted team.

With Bale fighting for fitness, there was a debate about whether he would start this one or whether he would be left out, until the Welshman himself effectively ended it, admitting not only that he would accept it if he began on the bench but suggesting he expects it too.

Barring a major surprise, the boy from Benalmádena will walk out with 10 others at the Principality Stadium – a little wonkily, perhaps, but he will. “Isco has been fantastic and I’m happy for him,” Bale said. “If he starts, I’ll be cheering him on.”
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England’s Chris Woakes to miss rest of Champions Trophy due to injury | Sport | The Guardian

England’s worst fears have been realised with the news that Chris Woakes has been ruled out of the remainder of the Champions Trophy following the left side strain he suffered during their opening victory over Bangladesh on Thursday.

Woakes sent down just two overs at the start of the eight-wicket win at The Oval before leaving the field and, given the nature of the injury, he now faces a battle to be fit in time for England’s first Test of the summer against South Africa at Lord’s on 8 July.

It is a sign of just how far the Warwickshire all-rounder has risen in the past 12 months that his injury represents a genuine blow to England’s chances of winning their first ever 50-over global tournament. His replacement will be announced in due course, following approval by the ICC’s event technical committee.

The Middlesex pair of Steven Finn, Toby Roland-Jones and Surrey’s Tom Curran represent England’s most likely options with the ball, although the England management may give consideration to recalling Stuart Broad, the seamer they have used as a Test specialist in the two years since the 2015 World Cup.

A statement from the ECB read: “A scan has confirmed that Chris Woakes sustained a left side strain in yesterday’s ICC Champions Trophy match against Bangladesh.

“The injury means Woakes will miss the rest of England’s participation in the Champions Trophy. An update on a replacement for the seamer for the remainder of the tournament will follow in due course.”

Woakes had been an injury doubt coming into the tournament after missing the final two one-dayers of the series win over South Africa with a thigh issue. This latest injury, while in a different part of the body, will likely give rise to talk about the prudence of England’s decision to give him a full seven-week stint in the Indian Premier League following a gruelling international winter in which he spent five out of seven months on the road.

As well as his 33 one-day wickets at 25 runs apiece in the past 12 months and growing prowess at death bowling, Woakes has also been a key feature of England’s strong lower order, scoring a career-best 95 not out against Sri Lanka last summer and a match-winning unbeaten 68 against West Indies in March this year.
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5.59am EDT
05:59




Here’s a question: how soon will Angus Robson be opening for Sussex?
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Matthew Leddy has emailed me! “Welcome back to Leeds Will,” he writes (thank you). “I’ve taken today and Monday off and will be strolling up to the ground shortly. I don’t like the look of those clouds.”

You’re right not to, Matthew. Rain’s not heavy, but the proper covers are coming on...
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Sounds like Yorkshire have agreed a deal with Tom Kohli-Cadmore, then.

Anyway, it’s raining here and we won’t start on time. Teams:

Yorks: Lyth, Lees, Handscomb, Ballance, Leaning, Bresnan, Hodd, Rafiq, Brooks, Coad, Sidebottom

Lancs: Davies, Hameed, Procter, Croft, Chanderpaul, Vilas, McLaren, Clark, Parry, Bailey, Mahmood

Pleased that Saqib Mahmood is playing.
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Oh dear, the covers are coming on at Headingley, and Tim Bresnan is taking the stumps out. 
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So, here I am at Headingley, where the media wifi password includes a reference to the England Test captain. It’s a bit dark, and Lancashire have won the toss and are batting.

Morning Stuie! Not Glosters this week. Who you supporting for?



Stuie Neale 
(@MrNeale92)
@willis_macp morning will! Happy friday!


June 2, 2017
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Well, isn’t this bad news.






England’s Chris Woakes to miss rest of Champions Trophy due to injury
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Morning all it's the morning call!


Morning folks, and happy Friday. I’m delighted to say that I’m in Leeds for the first time since visiting the university for an open day. Liked it, didn’t end up going there. But that’s a story for another day. I’m back!

I’m here because it’s the Roses match. I felt a wee bit guilty about choosing the London derby over the first Roses match a couple of weeks ago, and the only answer was four days in Leeds. A host of big boys are missing, but it should still be a belter. Elsewhere in Division One, basement dwellers Somerset are at Lord’s to play the Middle Saxons, while Hampshire host Warwickshire. In what is bad news for the game of cricket, Kumar Sangakkara will not be batting anywhere.

Division Two has three games too! Durham, oh how they’d love a win, host Northants, Notts go to Derby, and Worcestershire – without Tom Kohli-Cadmore (who is Yorkshire-bound) – travel to Hove for a likeable-off with Sussex, who have a new skipper. Luke Wright, great man that he is, stepped down yesterday. Nash takes charge. Could be more changes afoot there soon I reckon.

As ever, I’m very contactable. By email at will.macpherson.freelance@theguardian.com, on the twitters at @willis_macp, or Below The Line (play nicely). Really look forward to hearing from you all!

Looking for a way to pass an hour? Why don’t you listen to this podcast with Gareth Batty?






FCC cricket podcast: Gareth Batty on England, money and the state of spin
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Martina Navratilova has accused Margaret Court of being “a racist and a homophobe” after the former Australian tennis champion said tenniswas “full of lesbians” and transgender children were the work of “the devil”.






Margaret Court says 'tennis is full of lesbians' as row escalates








Navratilova, who married her partner, Julia Lemigova, in 2014, has led calls for the Margaret Court Arena at the Australian Open to be renamed following the 74 year-old’s latest controversial comments.

In a open letter to the arena, the 18-time grand slam singles title-holder wrote that sporting venues should be named after athletes not just for their achievements on the court but “also for who they are as human beings”.

“It is now clear exactly who Court is: an amazing tennis player, and a racist and a homophobe,” writes Navratilova. “Her vitriol is not just an opinion. She is actively trying to keep LGBT people from getting equal rights (note to Court: we are human beings, too). She is demonising trans kids and trans adults everywhere.”

Navratilova’s call for the arena to be renamed is supported by openly gay Dutch player Richel Hogenkamp, while the world number-one player Andy Murray hinted this week that players could organise a boycott of the Australian Open in January if the issue were not resolved by then.

Asked if he would support a boycott, Murray said: “It’d be more beneficial to do something before the tournament. If the players come to an agreement – if they think the name should be changed or whatever – that should be decided before the event starts, but I would imagine a lot of the players would be pretty offended by that.”

More than 5,000 people have signed an online petition calling for the stadium to be renamed.






Margaret Court, Hamou and Nastase – will tennis ever escape the dark ages? | Kevin Mitchell








Court, who won a record 24 singles championships at grand slam tournaments and is now an ultra-conservative church minister in Perth, recently said she would not fly on Qantas “where possible” in protest at its support of same-sex marriage. This week she told Vision Christian Radio station that an Australian programme tackling homophobic bullying in schools was the work of a “gay lobby” that was trying to “get [into] the minds of children”.

Court told the radio station: “Tennis is full of lesbians because even when I was playing there was only a couple there, but those couple that led took young ones into parties and things. And you know, what you get at the top is often what you’ll get right through that sport.”

She said children who experienced gender dysphoria and felt they may be transgender were under the influence of the devil. “You can think, ‘oh, I’m a boy’, and it will affect your emotions and feelings and everything else. That’s all the devil. That’s what Hitler did and that’s what communism did, got the minds of the children.” 

In response, Navratilova wrote: “And now, linking LGBT to Nazis, communists, the devil? This is not OK. This is in fact sick and it is dangerous. Kids will suffer more because of this continuous bashing and stigmatising of our LGBT community.”

She also accused Court of making “unabashed racist statements” in the 1970s about apartheid, the former policy of racial segregation and political and economic discrimination in South Africa. 

“I had long ago forgiven Court for her headline-grabbing comments in 1990 when she said I was a bad role model because I was a lesbian,” writes Navratilova. “What I did not know about until now were the unabashed racist statements she made in the 70s about apartheid in South Africa. Saying that South Africa dealt with the “situation” (meaning people of colour) much better than anywhere else in the world, particularly the US: what exactly did she mean by that?”

Navratilova concluded the letter by suggesting the venue’s name should be changed to the Evonne Goolagong Arena, after another Australian former world number-one tennis player. “[That] has a great ring to it. Now there is a person we can all celebrate. On every level.”

The Australian player Casey Dellacqua, who has two children with her partner, Amanda Judd, said she was really hurt by Court’s comments on homosexuality. The former US Open champion, Sam Stosur, initially labelled Court’s outburst crazy and raised the prospect of a boycott, but she is understood to have softened her stance since.

Tennis Australia has not replied to requests for comment on Court’s new statements. It said last week that Court’s views were “her own”.

Show Court One, one of the biggest stadiums at the Australian Open, was renamed Margaret Court Arena in 2003 in honour of the player, who dominated women’s tennis in the 1960s. 

Court has dismissed the calls for the arena to be renamed as “bullying”. “It’s their way of bullying now because I think Australia is still Judeo-Christian,” she said.

Malcolm Turnbull, Australia’s prime minister, last week defended Court over her comments about Qantas and said the stadium should not be renamed. “Whatever people may think about Margaret Court’s views about gay marriage … she is one of the all-time greats and the Margaret Court Arena celebrates Margaret Court the tennis player,” he told 3AW in an interview. “She’s one of the greatest greats of tennis and that’s why the arena is named after her.”






  Margaret Court: 'Tennis is full of lesbians' – audio




This is not the first time Court has been criticised for her views on homosexuality. Just before the 2012 Australian Open, she accused gay people of indulging in, “abominable sexual practices”. Same-sex marriages, she said, were, “unhealthy, unnatural unions”.

She told an Australian newspaper at the time: “I’ve nothing against homosexual people. I help them to overcome. We have people [at her Victory Life Centre in Perth, Western Australia, where she was the founding pastor in the 1990s] who have been homosexual who are now married.”

The British player Laura Robson, then 17, joined in a protest when she wore a rainbow-coloured headband on to Margaret Court Arena, and said later: “I wore it because I believe in equal rights for everyone.”
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The yarn, as is often the case, is an excellent one. The story goes that the founders of Real Madrid – that famous old football club whose white shirts are perhaps the most identifiable outfits in European sport – were inspired to choose their pristine image by an afternoon at The Oval. Alas, they weren’t great admirers of WG Grace or inspired by an SF Barnes cutter. But supposedly, just before the club was established in 1902, two of Real’s founders were in London and watched Corinthian, the old association football side known for their gentlemanly spirit, play at the Kennington ground. So impressed were they by the sportsmanship and dignity on show, that they took the team’s white shirts as their own.

But again, as is often the case, the tale isn’t quite as we would like it. Well, possibly not.

The Corinthian Football Club (the “s” was added later) was founded in 1882, just as football was establishing itself in the national consciousness. The idea was to help improve the England team, but also to promote “sportsmanship, fair play and playing for the love of the game”, rather than competing for anything as gauche as trophies or money. Corinthian were amateurs and thus would only take part in friendlies (even though they did for years supply many members of the England team – indeed, they remain the only domestic team to supply all XI internationals for an England game, and did so twice: against Wales in 1894 and 1895). That policy eventually changed as they began to compete in assorted official competitions from around 1900, but their attitude to gentlemanly fair play did not.

The example most frequently cited of the Corinthian ethos is their attitude to penalties. The story goes that they believed no gentleman would ever deliberately commit a foul, therefore the notion of accepting a penalty was anathema. When awarded one, they would deliberately miss. When given to the opposition, the Corinthian goalkeeper would lean against the post and allow one to be scored. There is an element of hyperbolic apocrypha, a cartoon of an old sportsmanlike spirit that some still hanker after but possibly never existed, but Corinthian players also frequently advised the referee of any incorrect decisions, even if – especially if – it proved detrimental to their own fortunes.

They were a successful team, often embarrassing their professional rivals, and probably would have won leagues and FA Cups had they competed, but that was only half the point of the club. Geoffrey Green, the great chronicler of the game, and for years football correspondent for the Times, once wrote of them: “It cannot honestly be said that the Corinthians set the field alight. But every now and then they brought off a surprising and resounding enough triumph which set people buzzing. Yet, more than that, they brought into the whole family of footballers a camaraderie and a sense of fair play and ethics of behaviour on the field that did incalculable good in many directions.”

Corinthian Football Club had an ethos and players, but they didn’t have a home. Not a permanent one anyway, but they did find an occasional one in south London, at The Oval. Just as cricket clubs and grounds today have to be imaginative when it comes to making money, so they had to be in the early days. When Charles Alcock became Surrey secretary in 1872, he discovered the club’s parlous finances. “Both ends had been hardly met,” he said, so alternative sources of revenue were sought, and other sports – including athletics, hockey and even baseball – became that source.

Football was first played at The Oval in 1870, but thanks to Alcock’s influence it essentially became the hub of the game in London by the mid-1870s. The first international, between England and Scotland, was held at the ground, as were a further 14 encounters with Scotland and Wales. Games between Old Etonians and Old Harrovians, London and Sheffield, and international touring teams were hosted there, as well as 20 of the first 22 FA Cup finals, and on it went. According to Nick Yapp’s nook, A History of the Foster’s Oval, between 1881 and 1897 over a million people watched football there.

But this state of affairs wouldn’t last for long. Thanks to an application by Corinthian – who wanted to play five games in 1895 on terms considered unacceptable by the club committee – a vote was held to stop football from being played at the ground. “One may regret, as many undoubtedly do,” said Alcock at the time, “that the exciting contests in which the giants of football of generation after generation took part are numbered among the things of the past. But necessity has no law. And in this case one can honestly say, even though a footballer, that it was stern necessity.”

For a time, football was not welcome at The Oval, but Corinthian had previously played there enough to make an impression. Their first game was in January 1885 a 3-2 win over Preston North End who, when the Football League was formalised three years later, would win the first two titles. Preston got revenge in Kennington the following year, but Corinthian would go on to thrash Stoke 5-1, Notts County 7-0, and welcome “foreign” opposition for the first time when Queen’s Park and Celtic travelled down from Scotland (both were defeated). They played their last game at The Oval as Corinthian in March 1895, but in the preceding 13 years had played 40 times there – enough to make an impression on those who travelled and spread the game beyond Britain’s shores.
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  Alfredo Di Stéfano poses with his five European Cups. Photograph: Real Madrid/Real Madrid/Getty Images




Arthur Johnson was a key figure in Real Madrid’s history. The Englishman was among the men who founded the club in 1902, playing as a centre-forward in the early years, scoring Real’s first ever goal and eventually becoming its full-time coach in 1910. In a country where organised football was still in its infancy, Johnson was among the few who had much experience. “The only guy who really knew what he was doing back then was the Englishman Johnson,” said Julián Palacios, the man who became Real’s first president, in Phil Ball’s book White Storm: 100 years of Real Madrid. “Lovely chap too, but he took the game very seriously. He got married here in Madrid on a Saturday and turned up to play the match on the following morning. I don’t know what his bride thought.”

When the club was being formed, Johnson wrote down four key principles of how he believed football should be played, all of which sound relatively obvious now but were not in the early days. He wrote that each team should have a captain, that players should stick to a single position rather than wandering all over the place, that they should pay attention to what he called “combination” (which basically translates as passing the ball to each other), and that players should take less time in retrieving the ball when it went out of play. This would lead to less “smoking and idle chat”, he said, a marvellous thought that conjures images of players sparking up their pipe and discussing matters of the day whenever a throw-in was awarded.

Johnson also wanted to imbue in his new team the spirit of fair play, synonymous with a team from back home. It’s often said that Johnson turned out for Corinthian, something that’s tricky to establish. Records from the late 1800s are, as you might expect, a little sketchy, but Johnson’s name does not appear in the official records of games before he travelled to Spain. What’s clear is that he was inspired by the club, and that was at least partly why he encouraged Real to choose white for their kit. Corinthian played in white shirts with black shorts, but Madrid’s first strip comprised of white shirts and shorts with a red and yellow trim and black socks. The idea that these colour details were a nod to MCC is tempting, but a little more likely are patriotic concerns: Madrid even then were positioning themselves as the club of Spain, rather than Cataluyna’s Barcelona. The shirt, though, was Corinthian white.

It’s perfectly plausible that Johnson made a trip to The Oval to see Corinthian, but for a man so intrinsically linked to founding one of the world’s biggest football clubs, it’s surprising how little has been written about him. It’s almost impossible to absolutely confirm whether he even saw a Corinthian game, let alone had a “Eureka!” moment at The Oval, but we can be quite certain that he was around at the time. Johnson was born in 1879, so he would have been about 16 when Corinthian last played at the ground. Our myth could have more than a whiff of truth.

What is more commonly accepted is another story about Corinthian’s influence on Madrid – a tale that could have been conflated with Johnson’s origins to form the old romantic notion of Corinthian being at the very heart of the club’s identity. In 1926, a couple of Real’s players, Félix Quesada and Perico Escobal, were travelling through England and were said to have watched Corinthian play. This would certainly have not been at The Oval, but more likely at Crystal Palace which became the club’s de facto home from about 1922. The two defenders were so impressed with what they had seen that they determined to take it back home.

Once back in Madrid, they persuaded club president Pedro Parages to copy Corinthian’s kit, by switching from white to black shorts. While Parages wasn’t entirely convinced, he gave it a try. The experiment only lasted a year. After a couple of heavy defeats, notably 5-1 to Barcelona in the semi-final of the Copa del Rey, Parages decided the black shorts had brought bad luck, and promptly reverted to the all-white kit.

As professionalism in English football became more prevalent, the appeal of Corinthian faded. But that didn’t mean the connection between the club and The Oval weakened. In 1939, Corinthian merged with Casuals FC, an amateur club formed in 1883 that initially featured players from Eton, Westminster and Charterhouse schools, before welcoming those from other public schools. Like Corinthian, they too would tour around London and the country but not take any special interest in genuine competitive football.






What English cricket can learn from Game of Thrones








The new club, like all good double-barrelled couples, would be called Corinthian-Casuals, and retained the spirit of their forebears as much as possible. “The aims of the Club are to promote fair play and sportsmanship,” reads the club’s website. “To play competitive football at the highest level possible whilst remaining strictly amateur and retaining the ideals of the Corinthian and the Casuals Football Clubs.”

They managed to get one game in before football was suspended for the second world war. When the sport resumed after hostilities ceased, like Corinthian before them they needed a home, and in 1950 they moved into The Oval, playing on a pitch marked out at the Vauxhall End and being careful – as young scamps playing on fields across the country are told to be – to avoid the square. They were only permitted to play between September and March, turfed out once the cricket season took over, and quite right too. They stayed at The Oval until 1963 when, with attendances declining, they moved a few miles east to share Champion Hill with Dulwich Hamlet.

It feels appropriate that Corinthian were the last football side to play regularly at The Oval, keeping alive those links with the past that join the ground with Real Madrid. And today, when Real sign a new player, he is paraded in front of the fans with that famous old white shirt. One wonders how many of them know that they could be carrying a symbol thought up on an afternoon at The Oval, lifetimes ago.

• This article appeared first in The Nightwatchman
• Follow The Nightwatchman and Nick Miller on Twitter
• Issue 17 of The Nightwatchman is available now
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The last time Kevin Durant played in the NBA finals, he walked off defeated and in tears. It’s safe to say things went better this time around: Durant was nigh on unstoppable as the Golden State Warriors trounced the Cleveland Cavaliers, 113-91, in Game 1 on Thursday night in Oakland.

With their resounding victory, the hosts sent a strong message to the reigning champions: they want their crown back. In the Cavs and Warriors’ third finals match-up in as many years, Golden State are hoping to take home the trophy and secure dominance in what is becoming the NBA’s fiercest rivalry.






NBA finals Game 1: Cleveland Cavaliers v Golden State Warriors – live!








In his first championship series with the team, Durant led the Warriors with 38 points and remained a presence mentally and physically despite the team’s rough start, which he attributed to being “too anxious”.

“KD didn’t settle,” Warriors acting head coach Mike Brown said. “When he had an opportunity he took it.”

Typically known for draining three-pointers, the Warriors only hit 11 due to several missed shots and Cleveland’s tough perimeter defense. But where others saw a problem, Durant saw an opportunity: he had three uncontested dunks while the Cavaliers were trying to cover Stephen Curry and Klay Thompson on the three-point line.

Curry, last year’s Most Valuable Player, added 28 points and 10 assists. After picking up two early fouls, Draymond Green played it safe on defense but still had an impact with 11 rebounds. The Warriors struggled to capitalize on rebounds, but what they did capitalize on was team chemistry; they had 31 assists, nearly double Cleveland’s total.

“I’m only as good as my team-mates, and we just try to complement each other and make the game easier for each other,” Durant said.

Curry agreed: “We’re only gonna do it together, that’s our whole mindset.”

The Warriors played with the same quick pace that’s kept them unbeaten in the playoffs and winners in 28 of their last 29 games overall, earning three times the amount of fast-break points. What they lacked in three-pointers they made up for in the paint, with 56 points to Cleveland’s 30. Bench players such as JaVale McGee and Andre Iguodala made several strong dunks and did their best to block the big men of Cleveland.

Cleveland’s sloppy offense – they only shot for 35% from the floor – was matched by a porous defense. The team had 20 turnovers while Golden State only had four, and they allowed the Warriors to nab 50 rebounds.

“They capitalized on our mistakes,” Cleveland point guard Kyrie Irving admitted.

Despite the loss, LeBron James passed Reggie Miller to move into second on the list of three-pointers made in the playoffs. Last year’s NBA finals MVP carried his team with 28 points and 15 rebounds. Irving added 24 points but was little help defensively, and Kevin Love tacked on 15.






NBA finals roundtable: our writers pick the winner, MVP and players to watch








At 13-0, the Warriors remain undefeated in this year’s postseason, and when their big four – Curry, Durant, Green and Thompson – play in the same game, they haven’t lost since February. But there’s also a reason why their slogan is “Strength in numbers”: their bench has proven essential throughout the season. And bench points were welcome on Thursday: Thompson only had six points on 3 of 16 shooting. Normally nicknamed a Splash Brother, Thompson’s shooting has deteriorated during the playoffs. He notably wasn’t available for questions at the post-game press conference.

The Warriors may have won the battle, but the Cavaliers still think they can win the war. They lost the first game of the finals last year, too, and we all remember how that turned out.

“They’re playing good basketball,” said head coach Tyronn Lue, “but we can play better.”

The Cavaliers have a few days to draw up some new plays and prove it. Game 2 of the best-of-seven-games series is Sunday evening at Oracle Arena.
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Sir Ben Ainslie bounced back from a defeat to end Thursday’s racing at the America’s Cup on a high by securing a play-off place.

The British crew retired in their first race of the day with New Zealand’s victory already secured but later dug deep to see off France in a thriller. The victory sent Land Rover BAR into their rest day on Friday safe in the knowledge they had earned themselves another week in Bermuda.






America’s Cup 2017: Ben Ainslie’s bid for sailing glory explained | Barry Glendenning








Ainslie’s bid to qualify for the main event had been delayed after light winds forced the postponement of racing on Wednesday. The British boat went into the contest with New Zealand aiming to add to their two wins over Sweden. But the helmsman was left to rue a control system failure that affected the daggerboard as Ainslie opted not to complete the race with New Zealand long since finished.

The defeat put more pressure on the race with France, who had lost to Japan by almost six minutes in the day’s opening race, but Britain crossed the finish line just ahead of their opponents to avenge Monday’s defeat.

The win moved Ainslie’s boat on to five points in the qualifying table with an unassailable lead over Sweden and France.

In the day’s other race on the Great Sound, the defending champions USA defeated Japan to sit top of the standings on seven points, although they will skip the semi-finals and automatically advance to the America’s Cup proper.
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It’s apropos that LeBron James, the greatest basketball player of the 21st century, has made (and will continue to make) the debate about whether he or Michael Jordan is the greatest basketball player ever a valid and relevant one with his most underrated characteristics: his stamina and consistency. There has not been an NBA season since 2003 where LeBron wasn’t a prominent figure; and we’d have to stretch back seven years (!!!) to find one where he wasn’t still playing in June. I almost – almost – feel a tinge of sadness for those committed to keeping the JORDAN IS THE BEST EVER AND LEBRON IS A WHINY BITCH BABY torch lit, because this debate will continue to get louder as LeBron collects more accolades, and their indefatigable dismissal of LeBron’s status and their steadfast standom for a guy who retired two decades ago will seem progressively more illogical and hysterical.

The relentlessness of LeBron’s career mirrors the cumulative effect he has on opponents over 48-minute-long games and seven-game playoff series. He’s such a tireless and singular and violent force of nature that he eventually just wears people out; squeezing them into juice and grinding them down into powder. If Jordan was a bolt of lightning, with a flash and a sparkle and an incandescence that captivated and blinded people with its brilliance, LeBron is a tsunami; an extinction level event with Karl Malone’s body, Magic Johnson’s game, Julius Erving’s hops and Bobby Fischer’s brain.






It’s time to call LeBron James what he is: the NBA's greatest ever player








(As far as my feelings about the Jordan vs LeBron debate, I can go on for 3,000 more words, but I’ll simplify them. Michael Jordan was a perfect basketball player. His near perfect skill set allowed him to be so transcendentally virtuoso that his singularity lifted the teams he was on, like a sun providing light for a entire galaxy. LeBron, however, possesses a game and a body and a brain that allows him to play perfect basketball. While his movements aren’t as fluid and his game isn’t as sexy as Jordan’s was, there’s nothing physically he can’t do and nothing mentally he can’t process; a dynamic that allows him to make the best basketball play in nearly every situation. He’s not a star or a sun or a planet. He’s gravity. So while Jordan, in a vacuum, might have been a more skilled basketball player, LeBron’s skills enable him to be more effective. And I choose more effective.)

Anyway, while the debate about their games and their talents and their respective grades of greatness remains relevant, there’s no argument that the 32-year-old LeBron far surpasses both the 32-year-old Jordan and today’s 54-year-old Jordan in integrity and bravery. And not the contrived, SkipBaylian artificial measure of character that bases and assesses a man’s testicular fortitude on his LinkedIn profile and whether he possesses an arbitrary “clutch gene,” but real actual character.

Can you imagine Michael “My Arms Are Too Short To Box With Republican Potential Sneaker Buyers” Jordan, on the night before the NBA Finals, holding a press conference to say this?





 

Just shows that racism will always be a part of the world, part of America. Hate in America, especially for African-Americans, is living every day. It is hidden most days. It is alive every single day. I think back to Emmett Till’s mom and the reason she had an open casket, she wanted to show the world what her son went through in terms of a hate crime in America. No matter how much money you have, how famous you are, how much people admire you, being black in America is tough.





This, of course, was LeBron’s response to “nigger” being spray-painted on the fence outside of his Los Angeles home. Instead of declining to comment or dismissing it as a distraction – which he would have been perfectly justified to do considering both the timing and the explosive gravity of the incident – he used his considerable platform and influence to remind America (and the world) about ourselves and the pervasive sickness that permeates our bones and vessels. Perhaps LeBron is the most famous athlete in the world; a soon-to-be billionaire with unfathomable access and opportunity and privilege and power. But to many Americans – too many Americans – he’s still just a nigger. Just like Emmett Till.

This is far from LeBron’s first time speaking out about race (or education or injustice). But I can’t recall a time where his words were as clear and sharp and resonate and relevant. And that he’d make this statement while much of the sports world rages in a debate about him and Michael Jordan is timely and telling. Even LeBron himself has admitted to possessing this thought; expressing that his motivation now is “the ghost” he’s chasing — a ghost that “played in Chicago”. But as we wonder whether he’s done enough to merit the comparison, perhaps we’re asking the wrong questions. Maybe LeBron doesn’t need to be like Mike. Maybe Mike should have been and needs to be like LeBron.
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Lyon became champions of Europe for the fourth time – matching the record set by Frankfurt – after beating PSG in sudden death of a penalty shootout to successfully defend their women’s Champions League title.






Uefa Women's Champions League final: Lyon v PSG –as it happened








With the score goalless after 120 minutes and the scores level at 6-6 in the shootout, the goalkeepers each took a penalty: PSG’s Katarzyna Kiedrzynek dragged her effort horribly wide before Sarah Bouhaddi sidefooted the decisive spot-kick past Kiedrzynek into the corner and was mobbed by her Lyon team-mates in celebration.

Lyon came into the match as strong favourites, in search of an unprecedented second successive treble, having won the French League, French Cup and the Champions League last season. This year, their dominance has continued: another league title, another French Cup, 103 goals scored, six conceded and just one defeat, tellingly a 1-0 league defeat to PSG.

More than 20,000 supporters created a boisterous atmosphere, many travelling to the Cardiff City stadium from France, with the Welsh capital also set to host the men’s final between Real Madrid and Juventus at the Millennium Stadium on Saturday.

PSG were tight and compact in midfield and combative in the tackle in the opening exchanges, with Lyon’s USA international Alex Morgan – signed on loan from Orlando Pride in January – was forced off after taking a knock on her ankle. The World Cup winner had been struggling with injury prior to the match and was replaced by Élodie Thomis after 20 minutes.

Lyon nearly took the lead when Grace Geyoro almost turned a low Eugénie Le Sommer cross into her own net but the teenage PSG defender recovered well to make a crucial block three yards out.














[image: Match winning goalkeeper Sarah Bouhaddi lifts the trophy as her team-mates celebrate Lyon’s fourth European victory.]


 


  




  Match winning goalkeeper Sarah Bouhaddi lifts the trophy as she and her team-mates celebrate Lyon’s fourth European victory. Photograph: Stu Forster/Getty Images




Lyon continued to dominate possession, with PSG reduced to long-range shots from Marie-Laure Delie and Cristiane, but it was the Parisian side that had the best chance of the half: Shirley CruzTraña, formerly of Lyon, latching on to a fine flick from Delie before turning inside and forcing a magnificent save from Bouhaddi. PSG finished the first half the stronger, Cristiane blazing over from 10 yards out after excellent work from Cruz Traña and Ashley Lawrence down the left.






Uefa to push #WePlayStrong women’s scheme during Champions League final








Both sides were guilty of missing golden chances in the second period: Lyon’s Ada Hegerberg somehow stabbed wide from five yards out after Kiedrzynek had saved her initial effort, then Delie passed the ball inches wide after being put clean through by Cruz Traña. After sustaining a nasty blow to the head, Kiedrzynek was lucky that a poor punch did not fall to a Lyon player with the goal gaping.

PSG lost their cutting edge when Cruz was forced off – only the 39-year-old Brazilian Formiga, a veteran of the 1995 World Cup, showing any incisiveness – and as the game moved into extra time, both sides tired. With the normally prolific Hegerberg withdrawn for Pauline Bremer, Lyon were unable to find a way through in 120 minutes. Although PSG briefly went ahead in the shootout, it was Lyon’s nerve that held, with Kiedrzynek left absolutely distraught at the end. PSG’s defeat hit especially hard as it means they will not participate in next season’s Champions League after a disappointing third-placed finish in France’s Division 1 Fémininey. For Lyon, few would bet against them adding a fifth European title next season.
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Twelve years in international rugby union is a sporting eternity. The last time the British & Irish Lions embarked on the ultimate tour of tours to New Zealand, Maro Itoje was a 10-year-old and Tony Blair had just won his third election. That whole expedition – Gavin Henson, Alastair Campbell, the ill-fated Power of Four anthem, the single rooms – seems like a distant relic from another age.






Gatland has flexibility and flair to shelve Warrenball and challenge New Zealand | Paul Rees








Small wonder New Zealanders appear uncertain about precisely what awaits them now. This country has also changed appreciably since 2005, with some opinion polls suggesting rugby no longer exerts the universal grip on a more cosmopolitan population that it once did. Better, perhaps, to revisit that startling theory in a few weeks’ time. The day the Kiwis are wholly indifferent to a Lions squad in their midst, the game really has gone.

It is even longer ago – 24 years, no less – since the Lions secured so much as one Test victory in New Zealand, never mind took the overall spoils. On each of their past three visits they have managed no more than three tries in the entire Test series. All this gloomy history inevitably hangs heavy, particularly when old-timers such as Sean Fitzpatrick talk about the unique pressure of playing for their nation. Two decades on, tellingly, Fitzpatrick has far clearer memories of the games he lost than those he won. When Steve Hansen suggested all the pressure was on the Lions to deliver, his tongue was deep enough in his cheek to require a fracking licence.

The reality is the same as ever: the Lions will have to shape their own destiny on the world’s toughest paddocks. If this squad were touring South Africa or Australia, they would be clear favourites to fly home victorious but different standards apply in the land of the long white (and frequently grey) cloud. The good news for Warren Gatland is that his 41-strong party, injuries permitting, is more talented than several of its recent predecessors. To watch Owen Farrell, Johnny Sexton, Dan Biggar and Leigh Halfpenny all practising together at North Harbour’s stadium on Thursday was to be convinced no touring team has ever boasted a more formidable array of goal-kickers.
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  Warren Gatland’s 41-strong Lions squad hopes to end a run of 24 years without a Test win in New Zealand. Photograph: David Rogers/Getty Images




The trick, then, will be to turn off history’s gushing tap for six weeks and concentrate instead on creating fresh, modern memories. All of us love the sepia-tinted tales of 1971 but those glory days will count for little when the first kick-off of 2017 goes skywards. Willie John McBride will be 77 on Tuesday and Barry John hung up his boots 45 years ago. Farrell, Itoje, Conor Murray, Mako Vunipola et al need to rock the stadiums of New Zealand with their verve and originality, not just be a tribute act playing classic covers.

The argument in favour of a stunning Lions triumph goes something like this: the All Blacks have fitness doubts and Super Rugby is a tactically different business from its Test cousin, with its greater emphasis on heavy-duty set pieces and extreme commitment. If Ireland can defeat New Zealand on their own, as they did in November, what price the four home nations united? Gatland also knows his quarry intimately; if the Lions can somehow steal the first Test against a slightly underdone home team, they will fancy having the mental strength to finish the job.

Not all of this supposed prima facie evidence is entirely watertight: the All Blacks had a hefty list of sponsors’ engagements in Chicago in the days leading up to that Irish defeat and did not have all their main men on the field. In Kieran Read, Beauden Barrett, Dane Coles and Ben Smith they have the most consistent players in their positions in the world. But what if two or three of them fail to make the starting line in Auckland on 24 June? No one is saying New Zealand will be underpowered but there could conceivably be the odd chink in the impenetrable black armour.

In that regard, the potential input of Gatland’s three English lieutenants, Andy Farrell, Steve Borthwick and Graham Rowntree, should not be underestimated. The first Test at Eden Park may be only three weeks away but the coaches’ brains have been whirring for months. It is less about ploughing a blinkered, one-dimensional forward-based furrow than applying deliberate pressure in as many areas of the field as feasibly possible.






Warren Gatland out to make Lions players household names in New Zealand








Forcing New Zealand to concede kickable penalties also obscures the other vital half of the equation; as Exeter and the Scarlets showed in their domestic finals last Saturday, it is about having the courage of conviction to go for it. The surest method of rugby suicide against a counterattacking team as lethal as the All Blacks is to throw the ball around willy-nilly; the Lions need to concentrate more on making smart decisions, to not panic and to trust implicitly in those around them to do the same.

Selection-wise, the pivotal choices look to be at Nos 6, 10, 12 and 15; in the midfield much will hinge on how Sexton goes against the New Zealand Provincial Barbarians XV in Whangarei and, almost certainly, the Crusaders in Christchurch a week on Saturday. It would not be a total surprise if Farrell starts the first Test at fly-half, with either Robbie Henshaw or Ben Te’o at inside-centre, unless there is clear evidence he and Sexton are a compatible double act. Could Jared Payne, who was withdrawn from the replacements’ bench as a precaution due to a calf strain, Iain Henderson, Tommy Seymour or Elliot Daly – who will take Payne’s place – emerge as left-field Test bolters?

New Zealanders, either way, will argue Gatland’s record against southern hemisphere opposition with Wales is ordinary and expect another 3-0 series win regardless of the touring side’s selection. But who says that inevitably has to be the outcome? Win the first three or four provincial games, swerve any more serious injuries, and then see off the Maori All Blacks on the weekend before the first Test and no one will be discussing the Lions’ limited preparation time. Respect the All Blacks, by all means, but do not allow fear to take a suffocating grip.

Instead just imagine the scenes if Gatland’s Lionhearts can pull off the heist of the professional era. If 71 was an auspicious year, why should 17 be an impossibility? There is enough quality in this squad to cause the hosts genuine problems and even in New Zealand, a rugby ball can bounce in mysterious ways.

NZ Provincial Barbarians L Laulala; S Vaka (both Counties Manukau), I Finau (Canterbury), D Sweeney, S Reece (both Waikato); B Gatland (North Harbour), J Stratton (Canterbury); A Ross (Bay of Plenty), S Anderson-Heather (Otago, capt), O Jager (Canterbury), J Goodhue (Northland), K Mewett (Bay of Plenty), J Tucker (Waikato), L Boshier (Taranaki), M Dunshea (Canterbury). Replacements A Makalio (Tasman), T Fahamokioa (Wellington), M Renata (Auckland), M Matich (Northland), P Rowe (Wanganui), R Judd (Bay of Plenty), J Lowe (Hawke’s Bay), J Ngaluafe (Southland).

British & Irish Lions S Hogg; A Watson, J Joseph, B Te’o, T Seymour; J Sexton, G Laidlaw; J Marler, R Best, K Sinckler, AW Jones, I Henderson, R Moriarty, S Warburton (capt), T Faletau. Replacements J George, M Vunipola, T Furlong, G Kruis, J Tipuric, R Webb, O Farrell, E Daly.

Referee: A Gardner (Aus).
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If Andy Murray is to reach the French Open final for the second year in a row, confounding critics who say he will not make it out of the first week, he will have to shrug off the lethargy that plagued the start of his campaign last year and has struck again this week.

In 2016 he survived two five-set matches early on. This year, as world No1, his two opening matches have taken him to four sets against low-ranked rivals when he might have got the job done with quick, cleaner victories.






Andy Murray battles past Martin Klizan and more: French Open 2017 – live!








In the third round against Juan Martín del Potro he will not be allowed the luxury of easing himself into the fight the way he could against the world No85, Andrey Kuznetsov, in the first round and the world No50, Martin Klizan, on Thursday, when he won 6-7, 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 on Court Suzanne Lenglen in three hours and 34 minutes.

For an hour against Klizan, Murray’s gears refused to mesh. For the next hour or so he was on top, then the match took a sharp swerve at the start of the fourth for the tensest of finishes.

Having struggled to stay in touch with Murray, the rangy left-hander was dramatically revived after receiving treatment for his serving shoulder. He was 3-0 up in the fourth before Murray had even mouthed his loud complaint about the interruption, railing at his box and the umpire, to little effect on either front. He was on his own and needed to get his composure back against an opponent who had tried all his tricks against the French qualifier Laurent Lokoli on Tuesday – and got away with them. As Klizan started pounding down his serve at 196kph to go 4-1 up, his shoulder looked just fine.

John McEnroe observed courtside: “How long has this been going on in our game? It brings a little drama, sure, but from the standpoint of a player who has worked on his fitness all year to try to get an edge, I can see how that could be absolutely infuriating. That’s not fair.”

Murray, who also threatened to sit down if the umpire did not have the spidercam stilled above his serving position, said: “I was getting frustrated on the court – something I have always battled with. That’s just how I am. I feel like I have improved it from where I was in the middle of my career. Sometimes I think for my team it’s difficult to know exactly how I’m feeling or what it is I need when I’m on the court.”

They were not often left in doubt on Thursday. Did he think he would beat Del Potro? “Absolutely,” he said.

The Argentinian had been detained for only an hour and a half on court two before the Spaniard Nicolás Almagro retired with an injury to his left knee. Del Potro, who lost to Murray in the Olympic final but beat him in the Davis Cup semi-final, was a set apiece at 6-3, 3-6 and 1-1 in the third when Almagro withdrew.

Del Potro, seeded No29, said: “It could be another great battle – if I feel good. Andy is one of the favourites to win this tournament. Now I know his game a lot, but I need to be in good shape and physically be stronger if we play a long match, long rallies.”

Murray said: “Juan Martín, in my opinion, plays better than his ranking. He’s come back from injury and has had a lot of tough draws this year. He’s playing well. I’m sure it’ll be a great atmosphere.”

Klizan arrived in Paris complaining of pain in his left calf and said he had reluctantly withdrawn from three lead-up tournaments at the last minute. In the first round against Lokoli he collapsed dramatically in the fourth set before recovering to take the fifth. The furious Frenchman accused him of feigning injury and refused to shake his hand.

Murray started poorly again while Klizan went for his shots from the first ball. In the seventh game, a lady in pink arrived as Klizan raised his racket to serve. He paused. To whistles and boos, she eased slowly out of his eyeline, ascending the stairs with all the hauteur of a diva and disappeared from view. The Slovak, chortling and chuntering, held. But errors began to feed into his ground strokes, his temper quickened and the shape of his game began to unravel. He was there for the taking.

Klizan did not look a good bet to finish the fight but he took the tie-break. Murray was livid with himself, rightly so.

Then he hit a pleasing tempo. From 1-2 down he won five games in a row to take him into the third looking capable of another whirlwind finish, drilling the ball deep and wide, and all looked set for a quick denouement. By the time they reached the end of the fourth on level terms, however, nerves jangled like loose change.

They traded breaks and, two points away from a fifth set, Murray hit a double fault when a door slammed off-court. A baby cried as he served to hold for 5-5, and he smiled. When they got to the second tie-break, Murray, who had botched a few good chances earlier, finally drove the dagger home – probably two hours later than he would have liked.

“Sometimes you think you’ve hit a good shot and he comes up with an unbelievable winner,” he said of Klizan. “When he’s controlling with his forehand it’s very difficult. I certainly didn’t want a fifth set but in the end there were some entertaining points, some great shots.”

Edmund moves into third round after beating Renzo Olivo

Kyle Edmund is in the curious position of being in better shape than Andy Murray. Whether it will remain that way after the weekend is asking a lot of the British No2 but he won many friends on Thursday.

While the world No1 was struggling with his focus and a difficult opponent in Martin Klizan, Edmund breezed past the Italian Renzo Olivo 7-5, 6-3, 6-1. On Saturday he plays the South African Kevin Anderson, who beat the Australian Nick Kyrgios 7-5, 6-4, 6-1, 6-2.

The former French Open champion Jim Courier thinks Edmund is good enough to make the world’s top 10; former British No1 Greg Rusedski says he could get to “the fourth round or further”.

Edmund said: “It’s nice to hear those things but I’ve still go out there and win the matches.”

Earlier he paid tribute to the British fans who crowded around the small court. “As the match went along, I used the support to my benefit. I could feel me getting on top. It’s great to have British support. There’s always British accents out there you can hear, people asking for autographs and selfies later.

“I knew I had to play well today, got it done in straights. You have to be ruthless, when you see the guy down you’ve got to finish him. You’ve just got to keep going.”

Olivo admitted: “Yesterday [when he completed his held-over match against Jo-Wilfried Tsonga] was big for me. There was a lot of expectation on me. I knew I had to handle it the best way. I got into it today, but it didn’t work out.”

Rusedski said on Eurosport: “This season’s been a bit tough for [Edmund]. He’s had a few tough draws and a few matches he could have won but this was huge for him. It’s his favourite surface and he has an opportunity now against Kevin Anderson. I wouldn’t be surprised if he gets to the fourth round and further because he’s playing the right way. It looks like everything is turning around right now.”
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The New York Mets’ season hasn’t lived up to its promise, with pitching struggles derailing a team tipped to compete for a place in the playoffs, and the pressure seems to have become too much for their mascot, Mr Met.

On Wednesday night, as Mr Met made his way down the tunnel after his team’s 7-1 loss to the Milwaukee Brewers, he gave fans the finger. (Although, technically, it wasn’t the middle finger, as he only has three fingers and a thumb.) The team said the person wearing the costume will no longer work for the Mets as a mascot but will stay with the organization.



[image: ]
Tony T 
(@adelucia35)
@Mets 😞😞😞 pic.twitter.com/tYuSIp8gCG


June 1, 2017




“We apologize for the inappropriate action of this employee,” the Mets said in a statement. “We do not condone this type of behavior. We are dealing with this matter internally.”






Bryce Harper suspended four games, Hunter Strickland six, for MLB brawl








The New York Post later spoke to a fan, who said Mr Met snapped after someone insulted his mother. “Mr Met was being heckled all night from those fans, and security spoke to the fans about it after Mr Met’s handler spoke up,” the fan, who wished to remain anonymous, told the Post. “I do know that the fans were cursing at Mr Met with the f-word and saying derogatory things about Mr Met’s mom ... which led to the gesture because of a personal matter with his mom.”

Mr Met, whose head is an oversized baseball, is one of the most recognizable mascots in the game, and has been with the Mets since 1964. It was unclear if the mother being insulted was that of Mr Met the mascot or the person inside the costume. What is certain is that giving birth to someone with a giant baseball for a head would cause problems.

Last season, Mets ace Noah Syndergaard said he was terrified of Mr Met and his wife, the appropriately named Mrs Met. “They’re just creepy,” the pitcher said. “They’re very stealthy, but they’re huge at the same time. I feel like they sneak up on me everywhere. The most terrifying mascot for me, Mr Met, is probably somewhere around here.”

Syndergaard’s latest injury, which has put him on the sidelines for at least a few months, is not thought to have been caused by either of the Mets. Mrs Met has yet to comment on her husband’s behavior on Wednesday night.

The incident is not the first off-field controversy involving the Mets this season. This month pitcher Matt Harvey was suspended for three days after failing to show up for a game, while a sex toy was visible in catcher Kevin Plawecki’s locker in an official team tweet. Plawecki said it was part of a prank played by his team-mates.
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Warren Gatland believes his British & Irish Lions side have the “X-factor” to stun the All Blacks and win a Test series in New Zealand for only the second time in history. The Lions coach is also keen to update local perceptions of northern hemisphere rugby and earn the respect of the public here from the start of the 10-match tour that kicks off on Saturday.

Contrary to the view of many New Zealanders that the Lions are here simply to make up the numbers, Gatland is in upbeat mood on the eve of his squad’s opening fixture against the New Zealand Provincial Barbarians in Whangarei despite the withdrawal of replacement Jared Payne on Thursday night owing to a calf injury. “I honestly feel we’ve got some players with some X-factor to match the All Blacks,” he said, suggesting the touring side would be encouraged to play what they see rather than adhere to a rigid plan. “I want them to express themselves, starting straight away. You have to give them the confidence that they can go and do that and maybe create something special.”






Gatland has flexibility and flair to shelve Warrenball and challenge New Zealand | Paul Rees








With one survey suggesting 78% of New Zealanders cannot name a single Lions player, Gatland is looking to generate more widespread respect among his compatriots before the first Test on 24 June and is hoping for hard, fast surfaces to help facilitate that aim. “I think we’ve got some players at the moment who aren’t known here but we’ve got some pace, we’ve got footwork and we’ve got the ability in some positions to cause some surprises.

“I see the tour in two parts: everything up to the Maori game [on 17 June] before the first Test and then everything post that. If we can go and play some good rugby and make people stand up and take a little bit of notice it’s going to create even more interest. Maybe when the 30,000 Lions supporters arrive and they do that poll again the number might change. That’s our job: to come here and earn respect.

“I’m not sure a lot of people in New Zealand watch the Pro12, the Premiership or even the Six Nations and as a result don’t know too many of the players. Mind you, there’ll be a lot of people in the northern hemisphere who think Dan Carter is still playing for the All Blacks.”

Beating the All Blacks on their home patch tends to be easier said than done, with the Lions’ only series win coming in 1971, and Gatland freely admits a slow start against a scratch side containing his son, Bryn, at fly-half will be unacceptable.

“To be honest we have to go out there and win – it’s important we get the tour off to a good start. There’s no hiding from that fact and I think the players are well aware of that. I said to them this morning: ‘If we’ve got a four-on-two on our goalline then you’ve got to move the ball and do something. I don’t want you to play by numbers, I want you to play what is in front of you.’”






Lions 2017 squad: player-by-player guide – interactive








Gatland is also conscious of the need for diplomacy in his homeland – “You’ve got be very careful about what you say; as a Kiwi, if you’re critical of New Zealand, how isolated we are. You get absolutely smashed, so you keep your mouth shut” – but he senses his team may have the advantage of knowing more about their opposition than vice versa. He added: “I know our players will have done their homework in terms of exactly who they’re playing against. In the past the All Blacks have tended to concentrate on themselves, they haven’t worried too much about who they’re playing against. They’ve never really worried about us in terms of the way they’ve prepared. That’s completely up to them but I know we’ll do our homework.

Perhaps his key selectorial call will be at No10, where Johnny Sexton, Owen Farrell and Dan Biggar are all jockeying for position. Farrell can also play at No12.

“If it’s about getting your best players on the field and it means moving someone from another position then we may look at that,” Gatland said of the possibility of picking Farrell at inside centre. “I want the players to put us coaches under pressure and make the job difficult for us in terms of selection and who we pick when it comes to the first Test.”
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It is July 2015 and the Juventus manager, Massimiliano Allegri, is talking excitedly about the club’s latest signing. Juve may have won the league title by a whopping 17 points the previous season but Allegri wants his squad to evolve and to become even better.






Dani Alves: I made one final promise to the Barcelona board – ‘You’ll miss me’








“He seems like a little kid on the first day of school,” Allegri says of the new arrival. “He’s in great shape because he’s been training over the summer and he’s really enthusiastic – it’s contagious. He’s a huge, strong and charismatic signing for us. He’s shown great professionalism. You know, in terms of experience we’ve got all we need. I’m really pleased with this project.”

Who was the player the manager was so delighted to have landed? A certain Sami Khedira, who had made only 11 league appearances in his last season at Real Madrid, scoring no goals. His injury record was poor and there were even suggestions that, at 28, he had peaked. Juve and Allegri saw it differently. They saw a World Cup winner with huge potential and a desire to prove everyone wrong. The best thing about it? He arrived on a free transfer.

And the German midfielder is not the only player to have cost Juve nothing. Last summer Dani Alves also joined on a free, Barcelona having decided that the Brazilian was no longer of any use to them. He, too, has been an excellent acquisition.

Alves and Khedira are two big reasons why Juve have reached the Champions League final against Real Madrid on Saturday and while no one is pretending that they are a poor club punching above their weight – they are, in fact, ridiculously wealthy – they have showed a lot of clubs around Europe how to recruit in recent years.

They have kept their reliable veterans at the back – Gianluigi Buffon, Giorgio Chiellini, Leonardo Bonucci and Andrea Barzagli – brought in cheap but invaluable experience in Khedira and Alves and added star dust, goals and creativity in expensive signings such as Gonzalo Higuaín, who cost a mouth-watering £75.3m from Napoli last summer, and Miralem Pjanic and Marko Pjaca for a total of £48.5m.

Perhaps the most impressive thing about Juve’s recent transfer policy is that they ended up with a net spend of only £15.67m last summer after selling Paul Pogba (who arrived on a free), Álvaro Morata and Roberto Pereyra among others.

Here are five Juventus players who – for very different price tags – have contributed towards making Allegri’s squad one of the best in European football.

Dani Alves

Arrived on a free transfer in 2016 after leaving Barcelona
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  Dani Alves had a hand in all four of Juventus’ goals in the two-legged semi-final against Monaco, scoring once and providing three assists. Photograph: NurPhoto via Getty Images




The Brazilian has confounded his critics – once again – by overcoming a broken leg in November to play a crucial part in getting Juventus to the Champions League final. In the semi-finals against Monaco, the 34-year-old had a hand in all four Juventus goals in the 4-1 aggregate win, scoring one and providing three assists. But it is not only on the pitch that Alves has had an impact. He is an infectious character who has brought a bit of joy and sparkle to a “serious” dressing room. “I’m a big believer in energy, and I feel that what you do on the pitch reflects who you are off it,” he said last month. “That’s one problem I’ve had. In Italy team-mates can be a bit serious and not very expressive. I’m the complete opposite – I’m happy, fun to be around, and I like to get an atmosphere going.” Bonucci calls him “an alien” who has reached “surreal levels” this season.

Alex Sandro

Signed from Porto for £22m in 2015
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  Alex Sandro has become one of the most sought-after left-backs in the world, with Chelsea’s Antonio Conte among his many admirers. Photograph: Miguel Medina/AFP/Getty Images




Now, paying £22m for a full-back is pretty extravagant but that fee still seems shrewd considering the progress Alex Sandro has made since joining from Porto. The signing was hardly a gamble: the Brazilian had been in Europe for four seasons and performed consistently in the Primeira Liga, Champions League and Europa League since breaking into the first team. However, there were still doubts about whether he could cope in Serie A. Successive Brazil managers have overlooked him and he has only six caps.

The answer has been emphatic. The 26-year-old has, at Juve, become one of the most sought-after left-backs in the world, with Antonio Conte desperate to bring him to Chelsea. He is a complete footballer with accurate crossing, whose overall game is rivalled by few. “He’s a technical, modern full-back: someone who can defend and attack,” says the former Brazil left-back Roberto Carlos. “In Brazil he gets compared to me and to tell the truth I see myself in him a bit …”

Sami Khedira

Arrived on a free transfer in 2015 after leaving Real Madrid
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  Sami Khedira, right, keeps the ball from Barcelona’s Lionel Messi and Sergio Busquets during the Champions League quarter-final. Photograph: Marco Bertorello/AFP/Getty Images




Juventus fans feared the worst when the imposing German was carried off with a serious-looking injury in one of his first games for the club, a pre-season friendly against Marseille. The club revealed that he had suffered a tear in his right thigh and he did not make his competitive debut for Juve until the end of September. Since then, though, he has given the Serie A champions everything they wanted from him: power, crisp passing, discipline and a box-to-box presence that is so important in the modern game. This week, as he hopes to overcome an injury to face his former club, he told Kicker: “In Madrid I was appreciated by my managers but not by the public. When I played 10 good games then that was taken for granted. When the 11th game didn’t go that well I was immediately criticised and it was questioned whether I was good enough for the club.”

Mario Mandzukic

Signed from Atlético Madrid for £17.85m in 2015














[image: Mario Mandzukic]


 


  




  Juventus’ Mario Mandzukic has been transformed from a striker to an effective, hard-working wide player who occasionally also plays at wing-back. Photograph: Filippo Monteforte/AFP/Getty Images




Perhaps the most remarkable aspect of the Croat’s success at Juve is the fact that up until he arrived in Turin he had played the majority of his career as a striker. Allegri, however, has turned this former goal machine into a hard-working wide player, at times playing as a left wing-back. The transformation has been astonishing and a player who turned 31 last month has fully repaid a manager who signed him after a one-season stint at Atlético. As Buffon said when asked what it would take Juventus to win the Champions League: “We need to take Mario as an example: He’s like a huge aggressive gorilla, the type that never goes down, running around wildly with flies around his nose.” Quite a compliment …

Leonardo Bonucci

Signed from Bari for £13.5m in 2010














[image: Leonardo Bonucci]


 


  




  Leonardo Bonucci, right, has been a mainstay for both Juventus and Italy after being signed from Bari in 2010. Photograph: Antonio Calanni/AP




Internazionale must still be cursing their decision to let him go eight years ago, having sent him out on loan twice before selling him to Bari. One season and an extraordinary central defensive partnership with Andrea Ranocchia later, he joined Juventus. Bonucci, who turned 30 last month, did not have the best of starts in Turin under Luigi Delneri as, in his own words, he “didn’t turn up for pre-season in the best shape after my wedding and honeymoon” but after Antonio Conte took over in 2011 it did not take him long to whip the defender into shape and Bonucci has been a mainstay for club and country for several years now. He considered quitting football last summer after his son, Matteo, fell ill and the player fell out with Allegri during a game against Palermo, with the pair trading insults before continuing the argument in the dressing room. Bonucci was subsequently dropped for a game against Porto. He later apologised, adding: “The night in Porto was tough, I won’t deny it, but it helped the squad and, foremost, me. We win together and we lose together.”
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Wenger in, Huddersfield up and a Champions League final preview - Football Weekly Extra | Football | The Guardian


The podders discuss the news that Arsène Wenger is continuing his stay at Arsenal for another two years. Plus, Huddersfield Town return to the top flight for the first time since the 1970s; and Cardiff prepares to host Juventus and Real Madrid in the Champions League final
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As the Mill read today’s edition of L’Equipe during a high-powered breakfast with other influential figures in football, we turned to the Liverpool big cheese John W Henry and asked: “Say, did you ever find out what they’re smoking over there at the Emirates?” Henry didn’t reply because he was still on the telephone to Jürgen Klopp, who had rung five and a half hours earlier just to say good morning.

So the Mill asked the other football Svengalis around the table for their opinions, but the best suggestion that anyone could offer was that Arsenal’s IT system had been hacked. That seemed to be the only explanation for the lack of cringe-inducing selfies posted by the club yesterday and also for the shockingly uncharacteristic big-money bid for a world class player, Kylian Mbappé. According to L’Equipe, Arsenal have joined Real Madrid and Manchester City in pursuing the teenage striker and actually gone so far as to submit a reasonable-in-football-terms bid of “around €100m”, which is worth £87m at the time of writing. Make that £86m. Sorry, try £85m. No, £84m … tell you what, let’s just move on as if everything’s OK, shall we?






Tottenham offer €2m to buy on-loan goalkeeper Pau López from Espanyol








Wenger will seek to entice Mbappé by assuring him that not only will he get regular action at Arsenal but the whole team will be built around him; and that team will include Alexis Sánchez and Mesut Özil, who have reportedly been told of Arsenal’s summer targets and been suitably impressed. Of course, they’ve probably also been told that the team will be built around them but, hey, that’s just one of those things that managers sometimes have to say, like “we don’t know how to play for a draw, we go into every match looking to win” and “I don’t like to criticise referees because they have a difficult job but that plonker loves himself and was desperate to make sure all the cameras were on him today.”

On which note, let’s move on to José Mourinho. He’s said to be formulating a bid for Lyon’s Alexandre Lacazette, whose mooted move to Atlético Madrid has been torpedoed by the club’s transfer ban, which has also shot down Antoine Greizmann’s potential switch to Manchester United. Romelu Lukaku is still being linked with Old Trafford, too, as has the Werder Bremen striker Max Kruse and the Benfica centre-back Victor Lindelof.

Meanwhile, once Klopp had finished saying good morning, cracked a few jokes and flitted through a variety of other topics that crossed his mind, he had words with Henry about Liverpool’s transfer targets. They include Roma’s Mohamed Salah, who is said to be keen to try his luck in the Premier League again. All it remains for Liverpool to do is agree a fee with Roma. Liverpool also want to make their traditional pilgrimage to St Mary’s, but Southampton are warning that if they intend taking back Virgil van Dijk as a souvenir, it’ll cost at least £70m.

Rafa Benítez like the look of the Metz winger Ismaïla Sarr and has convinced Newcastle to make an offer of a around £10m for the Senegalese.

The Chelsea coach Eddie Newton has emerged as a person of interest in Sunderland’s hunt for a new manager. But it could be several years before an appointment is made if the club are intent on talking to everyone who could do a better job than David Moyes did.






Football transfer rumours: Real Madrid to pay £100m for Hazard?








Meanwhile, before heading to Cardiff to watch his team win the Women’s Champions League final last night, the Lyon chairman Jean-Michel Aulas swung by Stamford Bridge to discuss two potential recruits to his men’s outfit, namely Kurt Zouma and Bertrand Traoré. Chelsea, meanwhile, expressed their interest in Lyon’s midfielder Corentin Tolisso.

Watford fancy the Le Havre full-back Ferland Mendy, who is also courted by Marseille.

Sandro Ramírez is a Málaga striker, but not for much longer if Everton have anything to do with it.

Leeds are keen to hook up again with Jonny Howson, who has turned down a new contract offer at Norwich. As for Leeds’ next manager, word is Aitor Karanka is keen to bring a bit of excitement and stability to Elland Road. Wonder who he’ll recommend as manager then?
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A young apprentice jockey will attempt to become the first female rider to win the Derby on Saturday but the chance to make history will belong to Ana O’Brien, who will ride The Anvil for her father, Aidan, and not Gina Mangan, whose hopes of riding the 1,000-1 outsider Diore Lia were dashed by the British Horseracing Authority on Wednesday evening.

Ana will join her brother Donnacha in the Derby, which was twice won by their older brother Joseph, in 2012 and 2014, before weight problems forced his early retirement. Donnacha will ride Venice Beach, who finished one and a quarter lengths and a nose in front of The Anvil in the Chester Vase last month, while Wings Of Eagles, the horse that split them on the Roodee, will be ridden by Padraig Beggy.






Talking Horses: Gina Mangan 'crying up in the yard' after being barred from Derby








As expected, Ryan Moore, the trainer’s principal jockey, will take the mount on Cliffs Of Moher, the winner of the Dee Stakes at Chester’s May Festival, while his six-strong team will be completed by Capri (Seamie Heffernan) and Douglas Macarthur (Colm O’Donoghue).

Ana O’Brien will be the first woman to ride in the Derby since Hayley Turner, who finished last of nine behind Camelot in 2012 on the 25-1 chance Cavaleiro. She will also be only the third to ride in the Classic in its long history after Turner and Alex Greaves, who also finished last when she rode Portuguese Lil, at 500-1, in 1996.

Like Mangan, who was denied the chance to ride Diore Lia owing to her inexperience, Ana O’Brien has never ridden at Epsom, and she will be riding in Britain for only the fourth time in her career. O’Brien has vastly more overall racing experience than Mangan, having ridden 58 winners since taking her first ride in 2012. Mangan has only a solitary success to her name, at Roscommon in 2009.

The Anvil, a son of the 2001 Derby winner Galileo, is top-priced at 50-1 for the Derby, which has not been won by a horse at double-figure odds since High-Rise’s success at 20-1 in 1998. Cracksman, from John Gosden’s stable in Newmarket, is the joint-favourite for the race with Cliffs Of Moher at around 9-2, and the 19-strong field will be the largest for the Classic since Kris Kin defeated 19 others in 2003.

Saturday’s field will also include Diore Lia, whose owner, Richard Aylward, had suggested on Wednesday the horse could be scratched as a result of Mangan being denied the ride. The apprentice, who is attached to the yard of Diore Lia’s trainer John Jenkins, had initially been told by the BHA there was no reason why she should not take part at Epsom but the regulator performed a U-turn, telling Aylward it would not accept Mangan’s declaration to ride.

Aylward reconsidered his too, moreover, and decided to declare the lowly rated filly and she will be ridden by another apprentice, Paddy Pilley. He has had 34 winners and has raced at Epsom four times, including two rides over the full Derby trip of 12 furlongs.

The owner said he hopes to raise money for Great Ormond Street Hospital via Diore Lia’s run in the Derby, and will donate any prize money to the cause in the unlikely event that Diore Lia finishes in the first six.

“Poor old Gina is badly scarred from what the BHA have done to her. She’s in a terrible mess and can’t work or anything,” Aylward, who also bred the filly, said on Thursday. “Our story needs telling because I’ve been left very, very upset about what has gone on and I feel so sorry for Gina.

“The Queen is a patron of Great Ormond Street Hospital and it’s my intention to speak to her about what has happened when she comes in the parade ring before the Derby. We’ve had contributions from as far away as America for our charity, and we’re hoping it will now take off because of all this that has gone on.”

The BHA’s decision to exclude Mangan from the Derby found support on Thursday from Moore, a dual winner of the Classic, and the riders’ trade body, the Professional Jockeys’ Association.

Moore told his blog, on the Betfair website, the BHA had “done the right thing by the horse … and while Gina Mangan may not appreciate it at the moment, they have done the right thing by the jockey, too”.

The PJA said in a statement that the BHA had been in an “unenviable” position but had taken the right decision. “I have spoken to Gina this morning and she is obviously very disappointed,” Paul Struthers, the PJA chief executive, said. “She was very much looking forward to the opportunity having read there was no barrier to her participation. Her reaction to the disappointment was admirable and the attitude she has shown will no doubt stand her in good stead as she pursues her career as jockey.

“We have enormous sympathy for Gina and the position she has found herself in, having been thrust into the spotlight. Yet we also recognise there were concerns raised by other PJA members about such an inexperienced jockey, with no previous experience of riding at Epsom, taking the mount on an outclassed horse in the biggest, arguably most important, flat race of the year.

“The BHA were in an unenviable position and in the circumstances we believe they have taken the right decision, albeit in hindsight it would have been far preferable not to have given Gina the public green light to ride earlier in the week.”

Friday’s tips, by Greg Wood


Epsom Downs 

2.00 De Bruyne Horse 2.35 Sixties Groove (nb) 3.10 Highland Reel 3.45 Brorocco (nap) 4.30 Rhododendron 5.15 Sutter County 5.50 Black Trilby

Market Rasen 

1.40 Azzuri 2.15 Rainy City 2.50 Civil Unrest 3.25 Abidjan 4.00 Brian Boranha 4.45 Lithic 5.20 Rock N’Stones

Bath

5.45 Kiruna Peak 6.20 Fab 6.50 Mr Pocket 7.20 Dealer’s Choice 7.50 Harrison Stickle 8.20 Major Valentine 8.50 King Oswald

Doncaster

6.00 Teodoro 6.30 Livella Fella 7.00 The Statesman 7.30 Gothic Empire 8.00 Coolfitch 8.30 Pursuing Steed

Goodwood 

6.10 Gabrial The Thug 6.40 Frostbite 7.10 Auntie Pam 7.40 Southern Belle 8.10 Deep Challenger 8.40 Shaaqaaf

Catterick 

1.50 Consequences 2.25 Retrieve 3.00 Berryessa 3.35 Lester Kris 4.10 Be Royale 4.55 Lucky Beggar 5.30 Nuala Tagula 6.05 Kyllach Me
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Sevilla have confirmed Jorge Sampaoli has departed to take charge of Argentina after compensation to trigger the release clause in his contract was received.

The La Liga club said last week they had reached an agreement in principle with the Argentinian Football Association but set it a deadline of 1 June to complete the paperwork for the former Chile manager.






From Khedira to Mandzukic: how Juventus built one of Europe’s best squads | Marcus Christensen








With that received on Thursday the 57-year-old was released from his contract and allowed to be announced as the Argentina manager in a presentation at their training complex just outside Buenos Aires.

“Jorge Sampaoli has left Sevilla definitively today after the documentation by which Sevilla is guaranteed the collection of the fixed amount in the termination clause of the Argentine coach was initiated,” said the Spanish club.

“Sevilla wishes luck and success to Jorge Sampaoli in his new professional career and appreciates the services provided in the 16-17 season, in which the team met the objectives of the campaign: earning fourth place in the league – with the second-best points total in its history – and surpassing the group phase of the Champions League.”







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/football/2017/jun/01/jorge-sampaoli-argentina-sevilla



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Dani Alves came close to tears when Juventus defeated his former club Barcelona in the quarter-final of this season’s Champions League but says he felt disrespected by the Catalan club when he left Camp Nou for the Serie A champions a year ago.






Marcelo and Dani Alves make Champions League final a battle of the full-backs | Sid Lowe








The right-back is expected to start against Real Madrid in the final on Saturday and has been in exceptional form during Juventus’s European run, creating three of their four goals in the semi-final against Monaco and scoring the other. But, writing exclusively for the Players’ Tribune website, he explained his affection for Barça led to some mixed emotions after the 3-0 aggregate win in April. “When we beat Barcelona in the Champions League I walked up to my brother Neymar and gave him a hug,” he said. “He was crying and a part of me felt like crying too.”

Alves, who spent eight years at Barcelona before departing on a free transfer with a year left on his contract, says they are “still in my blood” and he remains frustrated by the manner of his exit.

“Was I disrespected by the board of directors before I left the club last summer? Absolutely,” he said. “That is simply how I feel and you can never tell me any different. But you cannot play for a club for eight years and achieve everything that we did and not have that club in your heart for ever. Managers, players and board members come and go but Barça will never go away.

“ Before I went to Juventus, I made a final promise to the board at Barcelona. I said: ‘You’re going to miss me.’ I didn’t mean as a player. Barça have plenty of incredible players. What I meant was they were going to miss my spirit. They were going to miss the care I had for the dressing room. They were going to miss the blood I spilled every time I put on the shirt.”

Alves won 23 trophies there – with three European Cups and six La Liga titles. He was one of Pep Guardiola’s first signings, arriving from Sevilla in 2008, and describes his former manager as a “genius”.

“Pep would tell you exactly how everything was going to happen in a match before it even happened,” he said. “The sensation when we left every one of his pre-match talks was like we were already up 3-0. We were so empowered, so prepared, it felt like we were already winning.”

Guardiola, who is under pressure to begin replicating that success at Manchester City, reshaped Alves’s understanding of football. “Pep was the first coach in my life who showed me how to play without the ball,” he said. “And he wouldn’t just demand that his players change their game, he would sit us down and show us why we wanted us to change with statistics and video. Those Barça teams were pretty much unbeatable. We played by memory. We already knew what we were going to do. We didn’t have to think.”

Alves played alongside Lionel Messi at Barcelona but believes Juventus have a comparable talent in the Argentina forward Paulo Dybala, who should start behind Gonzalo Higuaín in Cardiff. Dybala scored twice in the quarter-final against Barça. “In training one day, I saw something in Dybala I had seen before in Messi,” he said. “It was not just the gift of pure talent. I have seen that many times in my life. It was the gift of pure talent combined with the will to conquer the world.”

Juventus seek their first European Cup since 1996 and Alves believes his team go about things in a different manner to the free-flowing Barcelona of which he was an integral part. Victory against Real would feel sweet but the motivation has nothing to do with his feelings towards his old club.

“At Barça, we played by memory,” he said. “At Juve, it’s different. It’s our collective mentality that has carried us to the final. When the whistle blows, we simply find a way to win no matter what. Winning is not just a goal at Juve, it’s like an obsession. There are no excuses.

“This Saturday, I have a chance to win my 35th trophy in 34 years on earth. It is a special opportunity for me, and it has nothing to do with proving to the Barcelona board that they made a mistake in letting me go.”

Read the full piece by Dani Alves here
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Tottenham Hotspur have moved to turn Pau López’s season-long loan into a permanent deal and have offered Espanyol €2m (£1.74m) plus a further €2m in add-ons. The proposal includes a clause that would guarantee the Spanish club a cut of any future sale and Tottenham are confident it will be accepted.

Pau, who will play for Spain at the European Under-21 Championship in Poland later this month, did not feature for Tottenham during the season but he is highly rated by the manager, Mauricio Pochettino.






Energía universal: how Pochettino has driven the Tottenham revolution | David Hytner








The 22-year-old has one year to run on his Espanyol contract and, as he is not inclined to sign a new one, Tottenham believe that they are in a strong negotiating position. The London club had the option to buy Pau outright last January for €7m (£6.08m) but they passed it up, largely because they felt that they could get him for less.

Pau completed his temporary move to White Hart Lane on transfer deadline day last summer and he did so because he was enthused by the prospect of working under Pochettino, who started his managerial career at Espanyol. Pau was Espanyol’s first-choice goalkeeper in the 2015-16 season, playing 36 times in La Liga and, if he were to sign for Tottenham, he would push Michel Vorm for the role of Hugo Lloris’s understudy.

Pochettino discussed Pau in early April. “He is very competitive and has a strong character,” Pochettino said. “He needs to learn and improve but he is ready – physically and mentally.”
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Eddie Jones is confident Denny Solomona will be fit to win his first cap in Argentina and has challenged the youngsters in his squad to oust England’s British & Irish Lions for good.

Jones rated Solomona as doubtful for the tour less than two weeks ago after he suffered a foot strain in Brighton but he has joined up with the England squad who leave for Argentina on Monday. Injuries to Tommy Taylor and Nick Schonert have taken the number of players unavailable to 30 but Jones believes Solomona is winning his race. “He’s going well, trained well yesterday with no repercussions so he’s progressing nicely. We expect him to go on tour,” said Jones, who has kept Marland Yarde on standby at England’s Teddington base.

Solomona is one of 18 uncapped players in 32-man squad but has caught Jones’s eye since his controversial move from rugby league in December. Jones has experience working with league converts, having overseen the emergence of Mat Rogers, Wendell Sailor and Lote Tuqiri for Australia.

“Certainly Denny’s got a nice feel for the game – he can sniff out a try and he can score a try,” Jones said. “He does that at training now – he’s scored a couple of cracking tries where he just sees the opportunity, takes it and makes the right decision. He’s got enough gas to turn that opportunity into points and that’s the beauty of him.






England’s Sam Underhill takes ‘the new Neil Back’ hype in his stride








“He’s going to have to learn a lot of work off the ball because the role of a winger in rugby union compared to rugby league is massively different in terms of covering the back field. That takes time. Jonny May is still learning, he’s in kindergarten, he’s still got his short pants on because it’s hard.”

Owing to the number of new faces in the squad, Jones has split the 32 into four teams of eight and pitted them against each other in different facets of training as well as for a quiz on Wednesday night, written by Wayne Barnes, to bring the players up to speed on the new laws being trialled by World Rugby.

Dylan Hartley’s team won because, according to Jones, “he had George Ford so he had a bit of a head start”, but the team-bonding benefits are part of the coach’s plan to take his team to the next level.

“What I see is this young squad of players developing with a few older guys that at the end of the Argentina tour, we come home 2-0 and with guys who are potentially better than those away with the Lions,” Jones said. “That might seem ridiculous but why not, who says you can’t do it?

“When the Lions come back I want them to feel the difference in the team, to feel it has changed. I want the Lions to be shocked. Some of the training we are doing has eclipsed what we did in the Six Nations – the level of training.”

Jones has been particularly impressed with the Bath lock Charlie Ewels but while England have a wealth of second-rows – Maro Itoje, George Kruis and Courtney Lawes are all away with the Lions – Jones highlighted that area as one with more room for improvement.

He added: “How many England locks would get into the All Blacks side? To beat them at the World Cup we are going to have five or six players in the world XV and to get in the world XV you have got to get in the All Blacks side because they are the best team in the world. We have got at least two at this stage – we are going in the right direction but I would say the All Blacks have at least six, maybe seven.”

Chris Robshaw, Nathan Hughes and Sam Underhill are being monitored for ankle, neck and shoulder injuries respectively but Jones is confident all three will make the tour.
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Every English cricket fan knows Gareth Batty. He’s the county stalwart who was never shirked the challenge when England called – however long he had to wait. But most of all, in his arguments with the opposition (we’re looking at you, Peter Trego), in his forthright defence of his team-mates, and in his wild wicket celebrations, Batty is known for never taking a backward step.

And that’s exactly the mood he was in when joining us on our latest Freelance Cricket Club podcast. He spoke to us while his Surrey team played Essex in the County Championship. He was out injured with a broken toe for a game that will live long in the memory for the batting exploits of Kumar Sangakkara, whose all-round class was high on the list of topics of conversation. Quality batsman, but Batty’s not sure about his clobber.






FCC cricket podcast: with Jack Shantry, the figure of fun who became a folk hero








Batty discusses his long career (this is his benefit year) in the game: starting out at Yorkshire, a move to Surrey, then Worcestershire, and an acrimonious return to Surrey – before which he was ready to quit the game in his early 30s. He didn’t and, last September, earned a recall to the squad to join England’s ill-fated tour of Bangladesh and India; it didn’t quite go to plan, but his description of the nerves he felt before making his return to the national side.

That long career makes Batty better qualified than most to discuss spin bowling in England. And he’s frank on the subject: it’s in peril. He was disgusted by the manner in which the problem with Jack Leach’s action was leaked to the media last winter, describing the Somerset left-armer as having been “thrown under the bus”.

And he’s also punchy on the pay dispute that’s engulfing Australian cricket and, in theory, threatening the Ashes series. Batty believes the new T20 competition, to be introduced in 2020, has England careering towards a similar situation. We hope you enjoy all he has to say.

You can subscribe to the podcast on iTunes, listen on Soundcloud, follow on Twitter, or just look out for episodes here on the Guardian Sport Network.










This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2017/jun/01/fcc-cricket-podcast-gareth-batty-england-spin



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Donald Trump has ditched the world in favor of Big Oil's titans | Jill Abramson | Opinion | The Guardian

Craven, cynical and corrupt: an alliteration that sums up President Trump’s decision to pull the US out of the Paris accord on climate change.

He rebuffed the entreaties of everyone from Elon Musk to the Pope. He ignored scientific evidence that already shows catastrophic beach erosion, cracking Arctic ice and flooding cities. Instead, he cast in with his climate change-denying EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt, and the barons of the world’s dirtiest industries, coal and fossil fuels.

It was a craven act because the United States over time is the biggest contributor to the carbon dioxide that is poisoning the atmosphere and sizzling the planet. Given our culpability in creating an urgent world-wide environmental crisis, it was a moral duty to keep our commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and limit global warming to 2 degrees Celsius. To walk away is supremely selfish.

“In cumulative terms, we certainly own this problem more than anybody else does,” David G Victor, a longtime scholar of climate politics at the University of California, San Diego, told The New York Times. “Many argue that this obligates the United States to take ambitious action to slow global warming. “

While moral arguments don’t seem to matter to this president, geopolitical gamesmanship does. President Trump’s decision was self-defeating for the country and him. For someone so hell bent on being the big man on the world stage that he pushed the Prime Minister of Montenegro out of the way so that he could be front and center in a photo, his decision radically shrinks American influence. 

He has handed a unique leadership role in curbing climate change to China, assuming it will remain in the accord. Already, the Chinese leadership is licking its lips over President Trump’s nationalist retreat from anything perceived as globalism, particularly his bungled messaging on Nato at last week’s G-7 meeting in Brussels. He left Angela Merkel fuming that Europe could no longer count on America to defend its interests. Look eastward, the Chinese say, beckoning Europe to look to its support, deals and friendship. 

The splintering of the post-World War II alliance, which ushered in an age of liberal democracy in the West, would be a tragedy beyond imagining. But Thursday’s announcement abandoning the Paris accord is a dangerous step in that direction because it fuels the perception that no one can really depend on the US to keep its word.

Already there was deep annoyance with the United States when, after spending years negotiating a climate agreement with the Clinton administration, rich and poor counties were confronted by another turncoat president, George W Bush, who backed out of it. 

Now, less than a decade later, it is Donald Trump doing the about-face on the long fought climate agreement struck with Barack Obama. Why would other countries ever again trust the United States to stick to an agreement on global warming or waste time negotiating one with the US again? President Trump’s pledge that the US will stick to the letter of the accord’s withdrawal process, which would take more than four years might also be forgotten.

Justifying his reactionary positions on global warming with the myth of job creation is beyond cynical. In his remarks, Mr Trump listed sectors of the United States economy that would suffer lost revenues and jobs if the country remained part of the accord. But the only evidence he used is a study that has been roundly disputed by credible environmental experts. 

The dubious study claims the agreement would cost 2.7m jobs by 2025. The reality is quite the opposite, as former President Obama noted in his biting remarks about his successor’s decision. “The nations that remain in the Paris Agreement will be the nations that reap the benefits in jobs and industries created,” he said in a statement.

It is cynical and cruel to raise the hopes of out of work coal miners, claiming that by abandoning the accord he will bring back their jobs. Almost everyone else, besides the conservative coal barons who support him and were feted in the White House, and a few misguided politicians in the coal counties of Virginia, Tennessee and West Virginia know those jobs are gone for good. 

Long ago, lopping off mountaintops and strip mining, requiring machines instead of humans, erased good mining jobs. This was long before the Paris negotiators sat down for their first meeting in 2015.

On Thursday, the Koch brothers and their allies in big oil must have been turning cartwheels of glee over their rigs. Americans for Prosperity, which is funded by the influential libertarian brothers Charles G and David H Koch, was one of the leaders of a coalition that urged exiting from the treaty. The groups also included ones bankrolled by the Mercer family, patrons of Steven Bannon, the White House aide who held the president’s hands to the fire to keep his base-pleasing promise to trash the Paris accord.

While the Kochs were initially cool to Trump as a candidate, his decision on the Paris accord will surely help cement their support and financial largess for years to come and in 2020, if Donald Trump survives and seeks re-election. This is precisely the kind of corrupt pay to play politics that Trump pledged to end by draining the swamp.









 
Trump’s speech on the Paris climate agreement, in full




He will need the support. The political blowback is already huge. Former vice president Al Gore, who was jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change for efforts to educate about global warming, called Trump’s decision “a reckless and indefensible action”. Former Secretary of State John Kerry called the move an “abdication” of leadership and “self-destructive”. Mr Gore is touring the country in advance of the premiere of his new documentary on global warming, an update on his blockbuster, “An Inconvenient Truth.”

Already, with his self-defeating immigration policies, President Trump has turned a cold heart to much poorer nations. His decision to abandon the climate agreement that virtually every other country on earth approved, is even colder. One of the central tenets of the accord was that richer countries and the biggest polluters, the United States and China, would help to fund the efforts to curb global warming by much smaller and poorer nations. 

President Trump often invokes his young son, Barron, in his speeches. His terrible decision leaves his son’s generation facing scorching environmental problems. Or the father, this will indeed be an inconvenient truth.
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In the current state of Brexit politics, I belong to the smallest, saddest, most pessimistic faction. I’m a denialist. Almost a year on, and I’m still shaking my head in disbelief – not a useful political act. I don’t accept this near mystical, emotionally charged decision to leave the EU. I don’t, I can’t, believe it. I reject it.

My faction lives in daily bafflement. How has this happened in a mature parliamentary democracy, this rejection of common sense and good governance? How can it be that in a one-off vote just over a third of the electorate has determined the fate of the nation for the next half century? That shameless lies were told in the Brexit cause? That an advisory referendum has taken on a binding status? That politicians who spoke so recently for the EU now occupy the highest offices in the land and are driving us out. That a gang comprising many angry old men, irritable even in victory, are shaping the future of the country against the inclinations of its youth? That a handful of billionaires lavishly funded the Brexit campaigns for their own financial interests? That, in European Parliament Brexit coordinator Guy Verhofstadt’s words, a catfight within the Tory party got so completely out of hand? That the country, like a depressed teenage self-harmer, takes out a razor to scour a forearm, and now contemplates its own throat?

The Brexit constituency is a broad church. Take a look at the span. It contains on one wing its majority – many decent, concerned people who have made their own decisions derived from anxieties about immigration and the rapid changes it has brought to their localities; or they’ve suffered the harsher edges of globalisation; or they dream of what they think their country once was. Passing along the spectrum, we come to what I would call the Anglican Brexiters – Anglican because they are so close to the atheist remainers one would hardly know the difference. They want a “soft Brexit” – single market, customs union, free movement, European court of justice, big annual contributions – but no agency in shaping EU policy: utterly absurd. Why not be an atheist? Then we come to the current orthodoxy, the “hard” caucus of economic suicides, of no customs union, no single market; they dream of instant, multiple trading treaties around the world whose arbitration clauses will miraculously not mandate courts higher than our own.

Moving along fractionally, we arrive among those who would have us “crash out” of the EU without a deal. As we keep journeying, we find ourselves in the company of those who prefer Robespierre’s grisly trope, “enemies of the people” against dissenting voices, and, of course, against the judiciary. Now we rub shoulders with those who stare out foreigners in the street, who from behind the safety of their computer screens have threatened rape and murder against remainer activists such as Gina Miller. Finally we arrive at the vilest manifestation, those who physically attack people in the street because they speak Polish, those driven by anti-immigrant passion to murder an asylum seeker in the peaceful town of Croydon, or murder a Labour MP because she was making the case for remain. We find ourselves in a new country where it does not seem so very strange for a former leader of the Tory party to speak of war with Spain.














[image: ‘We are a vast, peaceable crowd, 16.1 million strong, thoughtful, unhappy, leaderless, with meagre political representation.’]


 


  




  ‘We are a vast, peaceable crowd, 16.1 million strong, thoughtful, unhappy, leaderless, with meagre political representation.’ Photograph: NurPhoto via Getty Images




Truly, Brexit has stirred something not heroic or celebratory or generous in the nation, but instead has coaxed into the light from some dark, damp places the lowest human impulses, from the small-minded, the mean-spirited to the murderous.

For all that, the political energy and initiative have been with the Brexiters. What then of the remainers, hobbled by a fatal attraction to rational arguments rather than emotional appeals? We are a vast, peaceable crowd, 16.1 million strong, thoughtful, unhappy, leaderless, with meagre political representation. We don’t threaten rape. As far as I’m aware, no remainer has murdered a Brexiter. Our church, perhaps to its detriment, is not so broad. It is moody, tearful, complaining, sometimes cogently, even beautifully. In general, until now perhaps, it seems to have stoically accepted the process.

If the vote had gone the other way, by the same margin, the leavers would not have crept away to confine themselves to soulful laments. They wouldn’t be conceding that “the people have spoken”, that we must obey the command. No, they would fight on, just as they and their complicit, excitable newspapers have done for more than 40 years since the last referendum. Didn’t we hear Nigel Farage say there would have to be a second referendum if his side lost and the margin was narrow?

A second referendum on the terms of a bad deal, or no deal at all is what we need to concentrate on. Therefore, take another look at article 50. It’s written in plain language. It’s very short. It does not say – in fact it does not even address the matter – that once initiated by a nation, that nation must leave. We should borrow from Isaiah Berlin’s concept of negative liberty and presume that, in an open society, that which is not forbidden is permissible. I agree with the Brexiters who say that no deal is better than a bad deal. But that’s not when we crash out and take our chances with punitive tariffs. That’s when we crash in. And we don’t even have to crash the EU party, because we are and will be already in it.






Election is a Tory power grab, says EU Brexit chief








In this snap election, a progressive alliance is now beyond reach. Labour prefers to hurtle towards disaster – on its own. But in less than two years, a deal will be before us or not done at all. Such an outcome demands general assent.

The complexities of a negotiated Brexit are already apparent; tempers on both sides are already frayed. For inherent, structural reasons, the trumpeted win-win arrangement might be beyond reach. By 2019 the country could be in a receptive mood: 2.5 million over-18s freshly franchised, mostly remainers; 1.5 million of my generation, mostly Brexiters, freshly in our graves. Set aside the negatives – rising inflation, lies about extra billions for the NHS, about “hordes” of Turks and so on. The EU, especially now with a Macron presidency, will be in the mood for reform and tighter eurozone integration: a perfect moment to revive the plan for a two-speed Europe.

Many of us believe the EU remains the most extraordinary, ambitious, liberal political alliance in recorded history. It has overseen unprecedented peace and prosperity for 70 years. It is the dream trading bloc, to which we still have privileged access. Against the historical background of centuries of bloodshed, it is a heroic project, the closest embodiment on the planet of an open, free-thinking, tolerant polity forged between nations once at war. At the same time, it has preserved national differences – take a drive from Slovenia to Lisbon or Lübeck. At the human and cultural level, the EU is far richer, more diverse and benignly complex than the continental US. Where it needs reform, where it needs to evolve, we should be there to help turn that heavy wheel.

Developments these past 20 years have shown us that liberal democracy is not an inevitable development after all, but instead occupies a narrow bandwidth on the global political spectrum. And as the separate experiences of France, Britain, the US, Poland and Hungary show, liberal democracy is frail, in need of constant renewal to ensure a more even distribution of the benefits. The EU project is under tremendous pressure: a hostile Russia, a less friendly US, a migration crisis, irrational populist movements which offer opportunities to the ambitious demagogue. Brexit will be a gruesome addition to these woes.





 

Many of us believe the EU remains the most ambitious, liberal political alliance in recorded history






 


If Europe falls to the old, vicious nationalisms, history suggests that Britain will also suffer, and be drawn into bloody entanglements as we have been so many times before. Good reason not to give up. It’s a heartening feature of our civic society that so many groups are now taking up the fight – signing up younger voters, offering guidance on tactical voting – and a great shame that the Labour party will not lead the way on this. This is a parliamentary democracy. Our parliament, once so determined to remain, has let us down. Labour remains uselessly ambivalent. Too many remainer Tory MPs prefer power and party cohesion to principle. The Liberal Democrats have been staunch but their base is tiny.

But a pro-European civil society is now clearly ready to fight for what it believes. This week we hope for but probably won’t get the sceptical, scrutinising parliament we should have. But by 2019, in the event of a crash-out deal or a terrible deal, we could have a sceptical electorate and a worried parliament amenable to pressure for a second-look referendum. Ignore the Brexiters who tell us daily that “the people have spoken”. These are the same Brexiters who appear mortally afraid to let the people speak again. A negotiated settlement needs to be set before the nation for its consideration. If there’s no deal, let’s crash in, not out. Let the people speak – again!

• This is an edited version of a speech given at Central Hall, Westminster, on 12 May.
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Six weeks ago Theresa May stood in Downing Street and announced that Britain needed a general election to strengthen her hand on Europe. This week, after a reputation-denting campaign in which she has failed to debate Europe or anything else, she has returned to the Brexit theme.






The Supreme Leader doesn’t seem quite so invincible now | Andrew Rawnsley








Yet anyone who imagined this would be a Brexit election has been proved wrong. We have not had the campaign some predicted – not least in the rest of Europe, where it was assumed that Britain would have been treated to competing European visions.

In fact, both May and her opponents have avoided that. Nor have they provided a contest about Britain’s place in the world after Brexit and the Trump election. But neither have we had a contest about the post-Brexit relationship with the EU that would be best for the UK economy and for living standards.

On that, all is silence. There has been almost nothing about the hand that May should play in the Brexit negotiations. Nor a competition of overarching ideas beyond May’s platitudes about global Britain. Issues that are likely to dominate the coming parliament, such as the price for the UK’s exit from the EU, the mechanics of a transitional deal and dispute settlement mechanisms between the UK and the EU27, have been wholly ignored.

Instead May has tried to limit the argument to whether to affirm the 2016 referendum result or not. Her speech in Guisborough yesterday made this very clear. It was addressed solely to leave voters, not to remainers. She hymned the leave vote as the British people’s choice of a brighter future, even though 48% disagreed. She explicitly invited leave voters to use the election to reaffirm the 2016 referendum result. You would never have guessed that May herself was once a remainer, and that millions remain uneasy about Brexit.

There are reasons for this failure. Leavers treat calls for debate about Brexit terms as surrogate challenges to the original Brexit decision. Many opponents of Brexit collude in giving the same impression. The Europhobic press drowns out all views other than its own. And the fall in the Tory poll lead may have forced May to take a more uncompromisingly anti-European tone than she may originally have intended.

Underlying all this is a fiercely contested aspect of modern British political culture. Everything about the politics of Brexit is a reminder that a representative parliamentary system such as Britain’s has a deeply uncomfortable relationship with referendums. May’s readiness to bow to the referendum makes a certain kind of political sense. But as a matter of principle it is hard to square with the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty.

Some of the failure to debate Brexit properly over the past six weeks lies with the opposition parties. The Liberal Democrats misread the readiness of remain voters to go on fighting the referendum, especially under Tim Farron’s leadership. So too, though, did Tony Blair. The SNP got the issues of Brexit and Scottish independence too tangled up for their own, or anyone else’s, good. And Labour, deeply divided over Brexit, chose a campaign on domestic economic and social issues as a less contentious focus.

May remains the principal culprit. She has filled out some of her Brexit thinking over the months, but remains deliberately and disgracefully vague about both the strategy and detail. If she possesses a strategic post-Brexit vision for Britain’s geographically ordained relationship with Europe, she has not shared it. She has never once tried to reach out to the 48% of the country who voted to remain; instead she has taken them for granted. In reality her public policy still boils down to her view that Brexit means Brexit.

It therefore increasingly looks as if the next election – not this one – will be the real Brexit election. That election is not due until 2022, but it is not hard to foresee circumstances in which the government of the day, or the opposition parties, will want an early election at some point after the end of the Brexit negotiations in 2019-20. That’s because, although May cannot admit it, a Brexit deal is likely to require compromises that some on the government benches will not be willing to swallow. It may fall to the voters to decide whether the deal goes ahead.

If May were a better political leader, and certainly if she were a different one, those dangers could have been avoided. She was surely right, last summer, to step forward to carry out the will of the people as expressed in the referendum, dismaying though that vote had been. Yet instead of being a bold leader, she has been a cowardly one.

That’s because she has always been afraid to say openly that a good Brexit deal must involve trade-offs to preserve the national interest of remaining close to Europe. A stronger leader than May would have said publicly that a sovereign post-Brexit Britain could leave the EU but nevertheless stand shoulder to shoulder with the EU27 on issues from trade and security to workers’ rights and macroeconomic policy. Yes, it would mean that we would be law-takers more than law-makers – though we would always retain the right to make our own laws and try to influence theirs – but the prosperity and peace of Europe has to remain a fundamental pillar of the UK national interest.





 

When May speaks about Europe, the delusions of great power posturing and post-imperial greatness are never far away






 


Instead, whenever May speaks about Europe, as she did again yesterday, she reflexively defers to the anti-European right, not the pro-European left. The instinct to pose as Europe’s strong antagonist, not its strong ally, wins out. Subtler cooperative messages are always carefully concealed in more intransigent verbal clothing. The delusions of great power posturing and post-imperial greatness are never far away.

The upshot, as the French newspaper Libération said this week, is that Britain is caught in a trap of May’s own making. On the one hand we face a newly confident EU, driven by Angela Merkel and Emmanuel Macron: on the other, an isolationist, rule-scorning America under Donald Trump. Trump’s dismissal of global warming poses the choice in the starkest terms. Which is our ally? And which the threat to our way of life?

Characteristically, May has ducked big strategic questions of this kind. Yet the questions remain. Increasingly, Britain risks being trapped between a Europe it spurns and an America it should reject. May blunders on, but it is Britain that will pay the price.
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As the Tories’ lead in the polls narrows, and Theresa May’s malfunctioning android interview technique exasperates journalists and the public alike, I’m beginning to feel something resembling hope. I am aware that this is not good. It’s the hope that kills you, in the end.






Corbyn gained an edge in this debate, even if he hasn’t forged an alliance | Zoe Williams








More notable even than May’s incompetence in this general election campaign has been Jeremy Corbyn’s affable brand of charm. While May is swerving the TV debates and looking wooden around members of the public, Corbyn is sharing Pringles with them and passionately declaiming about food banks to audience applause. Seeing the things I always admired about Corbyn – first and foremost his commitment to a more equal society – translating surprisingly well on to our screens has been a strange experience.

Over the past year, I have become what you might call a shy Corbynite, and I suspect I’m not the only one. I went from embracing him enthusiastically at the outset and voting for him as leader in the first contest, to feeling deflated about his performance in the referendum and sceptical of his ability to properly lead the party. When I voted for him a second time in the leadership election, I didn’t spread it about. The reframing of Corbyn as a doddery old fool whose politics belonged in the 70s or 80s and whose incompetence would result in a Tory landslide was so complete that I felt somewhat embarrassed about the previous two years. What was I thinking? Was I high?

I had become so used to political commentators popping up every time I expressed admiration for Corbyn’s principles to call me naive or a narcissist or an Islington-dwelling champagne socialist or a loony lefty, as though we were in some pompous game of whack-a-mole, that I began to sort of believe it. But I never did stop believing in the same things Corbyn does – in equality, social justice, social mobility and peace. Nor did I ever doubt that families such as my own would be much better off under a Labour government than a Tory one. Which is why I’m going to vote for him again.
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  ‘Why should any young person cringe at voting for a party that has committed itself to tackling generational injustice?’ Supporters wait to hear Jeremy Corbyn speak in Basildon. Photograph: Justin Tallis/AFP/Getty Images




It’s time to ditch the shame. It was always astonishing how rarely the “don’t slag off the voters” mantra applied to Conservatives and Brexiters was extended to Corbynites. Instead, people like my mother, who is on benefits after struggling to find full-time employment after years of caring for my disabled brother, and has been canvassing for Labour in Cheshire, are branded fools by some commentators.

But she isn’t a fool, and nor are any of the other people I know who are voting for him. They are ordinary, decent people, who don’t live remotely near Islington, but who see the wealth gap widening and want a society that works for everyone. The sort of society that the Labour manifesto – the most inspiring lots of us can recall ever seeing – actually offers.

Much of this election has been about Brexit, and who is best to sit around the negotiating table. What Corbyn recognises, and May ignores, is that the vote for Brexit didn’t spring from nowhere, but came after years and years of brutal cuts to benefits and frontline services. Why should anyone feel embarrassed to back an anti-austerity politician in this context? Why should anyone who cares passionately about the NHS remaining safe from being transferred into private ownership feel ashamed to support a politician who is committed to it? Why should any young person – most of whom seem to be voting for Corbyn – cringe at voting for a party that has committed itself to tackling generational injustice?






  Corbyn rules out coalition deals if Labour fails to win majority – video




This isn’t nose-peg time, it’s time to get behind the Labour that we have been offered and to endorse it without shame as the only real alternative to a country that is set to crash out of the EU to become a corporate tax haven that treats its vulnerable people as though their suffering is of their own making. In all likelihood, we’ll be waking up on 9 June to a Tory victory and five more years of brutal cuts.

It’s easy to understand why many voters feel disengaged and hopeless. Since Brexit, the country has appeared to become so right wing that many of us barely recognise it. If believing in the same things as Corbyn made you a crank in 2015, then what are you in 2017? The narrative has shifted so much in the Tories’ favour, to the point where to announce you’re voting Labour feels subversive and threatening – like telling your nan over Sunday lunch that you’re a fan of Throbbing Gristle.






Readers on why they've decided to vote Labour for the first time








The frame has moved, but we still have the same brains, the same hearts, and the same guts. And my brain, my heart, and my gut are telling me that I would never forgive myself if I didn’t back Labour at this crucial time. There’s a line in the Billie Holiday song It Had to Be You that I’ve always felt perfectly summed up relationships: “With all your faults, I love you still.” It’s also how I feel about the party. It has to be Labour. And I’m not ashamed of it.

Getting romantic about a party led by a man with an enthusiasm for manhole covers? Well, yeah, I’ll admit: that’s embarrassing. But it also feels right.
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How safe will it be to bring up your kids in Britain after Brexit? I’m not talking about crime, or abuse, or drugs, but something less visible. EU citizens are arguably the safest people on the planet when it comes to exposure to suspected cancer-causing or otherwise harmful toxins. This is because of Reach – the registration, evaluation, authorisation and restriction of chemicals scheme.

After Brexit, will we see an increased use of the chemicals used to make non-stick frying pans that end up in drinking water – chemicals that contribute to childhood obesity, testicular cancer and thyroid disease? These are the same chemicals that make clothes breathable and waterproof. They are called perfluorinated compounds, or PFCs, and the EU is set to restrict the use of the most harmful among them.

Then there are the chemicals linked to ADHD and autism, cancer, male reproductive disorders, and more; chemicals perhaps not familiar to the average person, but widely known to environmental health researchers – Bisphenol A (BPA) and phthalates, both restricted by the EU. Will the UK restrict their use, too, after Brexit? Or pursue a policy of looser regulation?

PFCs and phthalates represent just a few of the thousands of chemicals that make up the myriad products we use daily. These are found in everything from shampoos and body washes to food containers, antibacterial soaps, fabric coatings, plastic bottles, furniture and flooring: the list goes on and on.

Because of the onslaught of complex new chemical formulations and recent advances in our understanding of the harm that may be caused by subtle exposure to carcinogenic or endocrine-disrupting substances, regulators have a difficult time staying on top of public health and safety. On their own, the average citizen can do very little to protect themselves.






How difficult, and how costly, is a hard Brexit?








Naturally, the task becomes a little easier if countries share their resources and expertise, and stand as a bloc in the face of pressure from industry. That is, of course, what the EU has done. The bureaucracy, regulatory “burden” and pooling of sovereignty was exactly what allowed it to become a global leader in health and safety standards. In leaving the EU, some in Britain may feel they have taken back control – but they could well be handing control to powerful lobbyists for companies that don’t see consumers’ health as a priority.

There are two scenarios for chemical regulation in post-Brexit Britain. One is that the UK maintains Reach as its management system for chemicals by including it in a bilateral free trade agreement between the UK and the EU, or somehow transposing it. The other is for the UK to establish a separate and independent chemical regulatory scheme.

The choice from an environmental, health and safety perspective appears obvious, and that is to include Reach in whatever future trade arrangement unfolds. However, this option appears unlikely to be taken, for several reasons.
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  ‘Theresa May has signalled her preparedness to enact a hard Brexit and environment secretary Andrea Leadsom doubtless views Reach as symbolic of onerous EU regulation.’ Photograph: Matt Dunham/AP




Most obvious is the predilection of the Conservative government, which polls suggest is likely to continue after 8 June. Theresa May has signalled her preparedness to enact a hard Brexit, and the environment secretary, Andrea Leadsom, doubtless views Reach as symbolic of onerous EU regulation. The farming minister, George Eustice, called “the precautionary principle” – putting the burden on companies to demonstrate that chemicals are safe before using them, the cornerstone of Reach’s approach – as “the wrong way to go about it”. The alternative is the laxer American model, and May’s interest in a US trade deal seems likely to mean the UK ends up with a much more permissive system, and more toxic chemicals.

What are the dangers to British citizens if Reach is dropped? Three things stand out. First, and assuming that the same political pressures that drove Brexit will act in the direction of greater independence and less regulation, the UK is likely to end up with weaker standards than the EU, meaning that fewer chemicals will be assessed, restricted or otherwise regulated. The direct impact will be to place UK residents and ecosystems at greater risk of the environmental and health effects of toxic chemicals.





 

Abandoning Reach is a lose-lose proposition for everyone except the more unscrupulous chemical production companies






 


Second, despite the ideological drive to reduce bureaucracy and regulation, the reality is that the UK will need to create an alternative regulatory scheme that will almost certainly result in duplication of effort, years of uncertainty and lack of clarity. Given the complexity of the environmental and health science involved, and the sheer number of chemicals, products and suppliers, it will be nearly impossible for the UK to match the sophistication of Reach on its own.

The UK’s parliamentary committee on the future of chemicals regulation found in a report published this April that “establishing a fully standalone system of chemicals regulation for the UK is likely to be expensive for both the taxpayer and for industry”. Chemical manufacturing is a highly integrated business, with chemicals in various stages of production and manufacture passing through several European countries on their way to becoming products.

Pulling the UK out of the middle of Reach will be far from simple. A worst-case scenario would see European companies leave the UK due to its non-conforming standards. Some have already threatened to do so. In contrast, companies with little regard for public health standards might consider relocating to the UK with the intention of avoiding stronger regulation in the EU.






A US trade deal out of the EU’s Reach would be a health and safety disaster | Geraint Davies








Third, should British standards fall behind those of the EU, the UK could become the European dumping ground for old, toxin-laden products that can no longer be sold in Europe. Leftover stocks of non-stick frying pans after PFC regulations come into force, and vinyls and personal care products after similar measures for phthalates, could be dumped into the UK for years, along with quantities of the chemicals themselves – which could be transferred, used and stored in the UK when no longer allowed in the EU.

So often, debates around chemical regulation end up being debates around risk – in this case, how much are we willing to risk public health and ecological harm to achieve an economic benefit? Or to be blunt, how many deaths, illnesses and polluted rivers will we tolerate so that people can make money? In the good old days, the ones that Brexiteers are presumably harking back to, the UK, as well as most of the rest of the world, had tremendous tolerance with respect to the harm caused by industry to human health and the natural world.

We know better today – and so should British politicians. Abandoning Reach is a lose-lose proposition for everyone except the more unscrupulous chemical production companies. Without it, there will be fewer jobs, less economic activity, more bureaucracy and more disease.
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In 2008, a Conservative MP launched a policy called  fair play on equal pay, claiming the party was willing to take action on the gender pay gap if elected. That MP, Theresa May, went on to become prime minister and in the current election, after failing to show up for a BBC debate, sent the home secretary Amber Rudd on her place to ask voters to “judge [the Conservatives] on their record”.

The evidence on equal pay is not in her favour: the Office for National Statistics pointed out last year that the pay gap has changed little in the last five years. 

On domestic violence, May’s record is even worse. This week, May pledged to introduce new laws to combat domestic violence, creating a new aggravated offence when domestic violence is directed at children. There was nothing stopping May from proposing these laws during the six years she spent as home secretary: instead she presided over rampant cuts to domestic violence services, with a third of funding to local authority services cut. Since 2010, 17% of specialist refuge services have closed, and a third of women have been turned away – 103 children and 155 women a day. 

Meanwhile, under May’s tenure, the rate of violent crime against women rose, from 2009 to 2014, despite dropping in the 15 previous years. Research by the Women’s Resource Centre found that 95% of women’s organisations had experienced cuts, a rate that rises to 100% for BME women’s organisations. If we judge the Conservatives on their record, it’s clear they cannot be trusted to care for those who wish to flee domestic violence. 






Homeless women are even more vulnerable than homeless men








Campaign group Sisters Uncut has occupied Holloway prison’s visitor centre, left empty since the prison’s sudden closure in 2016. Demanding the land is used for women’s services, under huge pressure in the capital, activist Aisha Streetson says the group is reclaiming the former prison, a site of violence, to demand that public land is used for public good. Streetson says prisons are an inhumane response to social problems faced by vulnerable women and the government should provide a better answer.

The group occupied the empty site at the weekend and intends to continue the protest until the end of the week. At the protest, a local domestic violence support worker, Lauren Massing points out that if the government has money for mega prisons, it has money for domestic violence support services. According to Massing, 46% of women in prison are domestic violence survivors and if they had the support they needed, it’s likely they wouldn’t have ended up in prison.






The risk of women dying is higher now than for decades, because of Tory housing policies








What the group demands could have a much bigger impact on women’s safety and wellbeing than what May is proposing. The existence of groups such as Sisters Uncut proves there is a crisis in domestic violence provision. As with mental health, the Conservatives are keen on words not deeds: as though “fighting stigma” can end domestic violence, or improve mental health, when a third of women are turned away from refuges, or desperate people are left without support on lengthening waiting lists.

The Conservatives’ housing policies and cuts to domestic violence have left thousands of women and children more at risk than ever, and the Conservative election response is, at best, lacklustre at best. 

The Conservative manifesto promises only to “review” the funding for refuges which means it could go up, or it could be cut back even harder. Labour has promised to establish a National Refuge Fund and ensure stability for rape crisis centres. 

The choice on 8 June is between deeds by Labour, or more words from the Conservatives. 

Sign up for your free Guardian Housing network newsletter with comment and sector views sent direct to you on the last Friday of the month. Follow us: @GuardianHousing
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Steve Bell on the relaunch of the Tory election campaign - cartoon | Opinion | The Guardian
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The most important international agreement to tackle climate change is about to be dealt a severe blow – but Theresa May is nowhere to be found.

Donald Trump is expected to withdraw the United States from the Paris agreement, in which 195 countries signed up to ambitious targets to arrest the rise in global temperatures. Such a decision from the US will heighten the risk of a climate disaster, with all the damaging consequences to food supply, the global economy and our security.






World urges Donald Trump not to dump Paris climate agreement








Experts in the UK have made clear that climate change is a grave threat to national security, and Trump’s own defence secretary has issued the same warning for the US. Donald Trump’s actions put us all in greater peril.

Yet in the face of this threat, May is silent. We have a prime minister who is weak on the world stage and complicit in Trump’s world-harming act. While our European neighbours are joining with China and other developing countries to confront Trump and strengthen their efforts on climate change, Theresa May hasn’t issued a word of criticism. Whereas France’s new president used his first meeting with Trump to press him to stay in the Paris agreement, our prime minister failed to even mention it during her fawning trip to Washington in January.

This is unacceptable. Just as Donald Trump is abrogating America’s responsibility to lead the fight against climate change, Theresa May is evading Britain’s role. Instead of holding hands with Trump at the White House and rolling out the red carpet for him in London, the prime minister must stand up to him and convince him to keep America in the Paris agreement. Instead of the lavish trappings of a state visit, Trump should be greeted with robust British diplomacy. After all, what is the good of a special relationship unless we’re prepared to use it?





 

What’s most disappointing about May’s failure is that Britain played such a pivotal role in securing the agreement






 


May’s lack of leadership on this issue is appalling, but perhaps not all that surprising. One of her first acts as prime minister was to abolish the Department of Energy and Climate Change. She’s sold off the Green Investment Bank that we established in coalition, and is now calling for a fracking “revolution”. Nick Timothy, her chief of staff and righthand man, wrongly called the Climate Change Act a “monstrous act of self-harm”. No wonder her policy on climate change is so weak.

What’s most disappointing about May’s failure on climate change is that Britain played such a pivotal role in securing international agreement on it in the first place. As the energy and climate change secretary in the coalition government, I led the negotiations for an ambitious EU commitment that paved the way for success at the Paris conference. It was a clear demonstration of the influence Britain can wield as a member of the EU – influence that is particularly crucial in the face of global threats such as climate change. Only through international cooperation will we prevent catastrophe.






The US tried to derail climate action before – and it ended in humiliating defeat | Fiona Harvey








We now have to face the reality of an American president who ignores the scientific consensus that climate change is real and calls it a Chinese hoax. Clearly reason and evidence won’t change Trump’s mind, so we must bring international pressure to bear instead. If Trump does not face a backlash from the UK and other nations over this, he will take it as a sign that he can ride roughshod over any number of other international agreements in the future.

With Donald Trump in the White House, British leadership on the world stage is more important than ever. We should be working with our European allies, not turning them into opponents. We should be redoubling our own efforts to combat climate change, not watering them down. And we should be speaking out loud and clear against Trump’s irresponsibility. If this election is about leadership, it’s clear yet again that Theresa May has been found wanting.
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Call it the quantity theory of personality. The less warmth and spontaneity the Supreme Leader reveals she has, the more engaging Jeremy Corbyn becomes.

There was a time at the beginning of the election when the Labour leader looked a little lost; candidates deliberately kept his face off their campaign literature and all but the most devoted of his shadow cabinet would only appear on a platform with him under duress. But as, despite numerous software updates, the Maybot has continued to crash and burn, so Corbyn’s momentum has grown.






I used to be a shy Corbynite but I’m over that now | Rhiannon Lucy Cosslett








For his big Brexit speech, Corbyn chose to come to Pitsea in Essex, a constituency in which 70% voted to leave the EU and in which Labour came third in the 2015 election behind both the Tories and Ukip. The days of him only campaigning in areas where he needs to shore up the Labour vote are long gone. The message being sent out was unambiguous: anyone who voted leave had nothing to fear; Brexit was safe in Labour hands. There would be no backtracking.

It wasn’t immediately clear just how many of the 200 Labour activists who had gathered in the sweltering heat of the wood-panelled hall – the room must double as a sauna in off-peak hours – of the Pitsea leisure centre were leavers.

All seemed to be there for one thing and one thing only – to catch a glimpse of Jeremy. The anti-personality personality. Corbyn has always claimed that his political career has never been about him, but when you’re up against a black hole in the form of the Maybot, then it’s hard not to be a personality. Just being able to stand up, look vaguely human and talk in sentences that mean something is all it takes.

Corbyn, closely followed by his Brexit negotiating team of Keir Starmer, Emily Thornberry and Whispering Barry Gardiner, all got a prolonged standing ovation as they walked on stage. The Labour leader took it pretty much in his stride but Thornberry lapped it up. It may only have been reflected glory but after years in the shadows, she is happy to take any glory on offer.

Even Starmer seemed to be affected by the occasion. Often the shadow Brexit secretary can come across as rather dour, but he managed to throw in a few extra whoops and smiles for free in his warm-up act. For a lawyer used to charging by the minute, that was quite some concession.






Corbyn vows no deals, no pacts if there is a hung parliament








Then came Jeremy. To the manner born. “Let me introduce you to my Brexit team,” he began, throwing his star-dust towards the star-crossed lovers, “Look at their intelligence and confidence.” And in that moment it was possible to look at Keir, Emily and Whispering Barry and imagine them going head to head with the EU. It was certainly hard to think of them doing a worse job than Boris, David Davis and Liam Fox.

Next came his Brexit plan. It was considerably more detailed than the Supreme Leader’s Brexit plan – a plan which she insists only she has yet refuses to divulge. He promised an immediate recognition of the rights of all EU nationals currently living in the UK along with the protection of workers’ rights, and maintaining tariff-free access, but that wasn’t really the point. What mattered most was that he promised hope.

With the Tories offering nothing but more austerity to pile on top of the seven years the country had already endured, he was offering something better. There was a light at the end of the Brexit tunnel. We could leave the EU with some grace. Not by crashing out under the mantra of no deal being better than a bad deal.

Thornberry couldn’t resist trying to grab her moment in the spotlight but struck an off-note by saying she was even happy to take stupid questions from reporters. When you’re just beginning to get the media on side, suggesting they are dim may be a sign of the confidence Corbyn saw in his team but not the intelligence.

But no one cared too much as this was Jeremy’s day, Jeremy’s show. He laughed – in answer to a question from Sky’s Faisal Islam, he joked that the first thing he would say to Angela Merkel was “Ich bin ein Corbyn” – and he was entirely relaxed. Campaigning is what he enjoys most and he was loving every minute. Why wouldn’t he when everyone in the room wanted a selfie? Nor was he in the mood to talk about possible post-election deals with other parties as he was planning to win outright. That still might seem a little fanciful, but far less so than a few weeks ago.
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The Guardian view on May and the constitution: what does she mean by that? | Editorial | Opinion | The Guardian

The current general election will already be quite enough for most readers. Not even a masochist in an anorak will yet have given any serious thought to the one that comes after it. As things stand, that general election is now due on 5 May 2022. But not if Theresa May has her way.

The Conservative general election manifesto contains a single sentence which has received little attention. “We will repeal,” it says, “the Fixed-term Parliaments Act.” On the face of it, this is a clear pledge. But the manifesto is silent about what Mrs May intends to put in its place. And that’s where the trouble starts.

The Fixed-term Parliaments Act was passed by the Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition in 2011. It confirmed that general elections should take place on a fixed day every five years. It removed the traditional royal prerogative power, exercised by the prime minister, to trigger an early election. It said that two-thirds of MPs had to approve a motion for an early one to be called. This was regarded as a significant contribution to the stability of government. Yet in April Mrs May moved such a motion and it was carried.

Repealing the 2011 act would not be as simple as it may seem. Lawyers disagree as to whether a royal prerogative that has been ended can be brought back to life by repealing the act that ended it. It seems likely that, if Mrs May wins the 2017 election, she will have to introduce new legislation expressly giving parliament the power to set a maximum term and the circumstances in which an early election can be held. There is some anxiety about allowing politicians to tinker with a core aspect of the constitution, all the more acute after the drubbing the prime minister’s reputation for political probity has suffered in the past month.

So, if Mrs May is at all sensitive about the issue, her new bill will need to take care inventing a procedure. To confer a prerogative power on a prime minister might strike some as legitimising a form of autocracy strongly at odds with the parliamentary system. Yet to confer the power on parliament – which would ensure that the prime minister could only stay in power with the confidence of the house – also means that the existing system, which Mrs May seeks to repeal, would effectively continue.

Mrs May could lower the two-thirds threshold. She might decide that a simple majority of MPs was sufficient to dissolve parliament. That would hand a lot of power to her backbenchers, especially in a parliament with a small majority. If Mrs May wanted an early election to confirm the outcome of the Brexit talks, for instance – and if she is not contemplating that possibility, it is hard to see why the repeal of the Fixed-term Parliaments Act is in the manifesto – some of her MPs might be able to stop her. The result might be a zombie government, which the opposition parties were content to leave on the rack.

There are other options. Mrs May could use the bill to prohibit a snap election too close to the previous contest, or too close to the scheduled one. She could insert a clause similar to those that apply in the Scottish, Welsh and Northern Ireland devolved elections, in which a snap poll only allows the victorious government to serve out the rump of the previously scheduled parliament. Or she could change the five-year fixed term to four years. In the end, politics will out, just as happened in April under the existing act.

But it isn’t obvious why the repeal of the 2011 act is in the Tory manifesto. Mrs May, after all, has managed to engineer a snap poll this time, so the act has not got in her way. Together with proposals ending proportional representation for some local elections, it looks as if she wants to reverse efforts to modernise democracy. Mrs May should reconsider: after the reputational damage she has sustained in this election campaign, she would be foolish to make changes that might suggest that her appetite for power was more important than respect for democracy.
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Befitting a surprise election, the manifestos from the main parties contained surprises. Labour is shaking off decades of shyness about nationalisation and tax increases for the rich and for the first time in decades has a policy agenda that is not Tory-lite. The Conservatives, meanwhile, say they are rejecting “the cult of selfish individualism” and “belief in untrammelled free markets”, while adopting the quasi-Marxist idea of an energy price cap.

Despite these significant shifts, myths about the economy refuse to go away and hamper a more productive debate. They concern how the government manages public finances – “tax and spend”, if you will.

The first is that there is an inherent virtue in balancing the books. Conservatives still cling to the idea of eliminating the budget deficit, even if it is with a 10-year delay (2025, as opposed to George Osborne’s original goal of 2015). The budget-balancing myth is so powerful that Labour feels it has to cost its new spending pledges down to the last penny, lest it be accused of fiscal irresponsibility.

However, as Keynes and his followers told us, whether a balanced budget is a good or a bad thing depends on the circumstances. In an overheating economy, deficit spending would be a serious folly. However, in today’s UK economy, whose underlying stagnation has been masked only by the release of excess liquidity on an oceanic scale, some deficit spending may be good – necessary, even.

The second myth is that the UK welfare state is especially large. Conservatives believe that it is bloated out of all proportion and needs to be drastically cut. Even the Labour party partly buys into this idea. Its extra spending pledge on this front is presented as an attempt to reverse the worst of the Tory cuts, rather than as an attempt to expand provision to rebuild the foundation for a decent society.

The reality is the UK welfare state is not large at all. As of 2016, the British welfare state (measured by public social spending) was, at 21.5% of GDP, barely three-quarters of welfare spending in comparably rich countries in Europe – France’s is 31.5% and Denmark’s is 28.7%, for example. The UK welfare state is barely larger than the OECD average (21%), which includes a dozen or so countries such as Mexico, Chile, Turkey and Estonia, which are much poorer and/or have less need for public welfare provision. They have younger populations and stronger extended family networks.





 

Welfare spending on education, childcare and school meals programmes is an investment in the future






 


The third myth is that welfare spending is consumption – that it is a drain on the nation’s productive resources and thus has to be minimised. This myth is what Conservative supporters subscribe to when they say that, despite their negative impact, we have to accept cuts in such things as disability benefit, unemployment benefit, child care and free school meals, because we “can’t afford them”. This myth even tints, although doesn’t define, Labour’s view on the welfare state. For example, Labour argues for an expansion of welfare spending, but promises to finance it with current revenue, thereby implicitly admitting that the money that goes into it is consumption that does not add to future output.
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  ‘It is a myth that, despite their negative impact, we have to accept cuts in such things as disability benefit, unemployment benefit, child care and free school meals.’ Photograph: monkeybusinessimages/Getty Images/iStockphoto




However, a lot of welfare spending is investment that pays back more than it costs, through increased productivity in the future. Expenditure on education (especially early learning programmes such as Sure Start), childcare and school meals programmes is an investment in the nation’s future productivity. Unemployment benefit, especially if combined with good publicly funded retraining and job-search programmes, such as in Scandinavia, preserve the human productive capabilities that would otherwise be lost, as we have seen in so many former industrial towns in the UK. Increased spending on disability benefits and care for older people helps carers to have more time and less stress, making them more productive workers.

The last myth is that tax is a burden, which therefore by definition needs to be minimised. The Conservatives are clear about this, proposing to cut corporation tax further to 17%, one of the lowest levels in the rich world. However, even Labour is using the language of “burden” about taxes. In proposing tax increases for the highest income earners and large corporations, Jeremy Corbyn spoke of his belief that “those with the broadest shoulders should bear the greatest burden”.






UK needs £15bn in cuts or tax rises to clear deficit by 2022, says IFS








But would you call the money that you pay for your takeaway curry or Netflix subscription a burden? You wouldn’t, because you recognise that you are getting your curry and TV shows in return. Likewise, you shouldn’t call your taxes a burden because in return you get an array of public services, from education, health and old-age care, through to flood defence and roads to the police and military.

If tax really were a pure burden, all rich individuals and companies would move to Paraguay or Bulgaria, where the top rate of income tax is 10%. Of course, this does not happen because, in those countries, in return for low tax you get poor public services. Conversely, most rich Swedes don’t go into tax exile because of their 60% top income tax rate, because they get a good welfare state and excellent education in return. Japanese and German companies don’t move out of their countries in droves despite some of the highest corporate income tax rates in the world (31% and 30% respectively) because they get good infrastructure, well-educated workers, strong public support for research and development, and well-functioning administrative and legal systems.

Low tax is not in itself a virtue. The question should be whether the government is providing services of satisfactory quality, given the tax receipts, not what the level of tax is.

The British debate on economic policy is finally moving on from the bankrupt neoliberal consensus of the past few decades. But the departure won’t be complete until we do away with the persistent myths about tax and spend.
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Amazon’s first “bricks and mortar” bookstore in New York, which opened last week, poses an exciting question for journalists: how do I hate thee?

Let me count the ways. It pushes books to the back to foreground electronics. It transposes some of the features of digital Amazon to the material store in ways that don’t make a great deal of sense. And it doesn’t know anything about books. This last point has been made repeatedly by reviewers of the bookshop, and it’s true there is a whiff of WH Smith about the place. If this store was in mid-90s Britain, Ian Botham’s biography would take up a whole window.






Amazon's first New York bookstore blends tradition with technology








However, the first thing you notice when you walk in is an air of excitement. So great are the assumptions about Amazon’s power that people seem to be waiting for something to happen. Not the buying of books, but, say, the manager pressing a button to turn the store into a theme park. There is palpable anxiety at the cash desk. As was the case when Apple first opened its stores, what if Amazon has found a way to reinvent how we pay, and we get to the front and are flummoxed?

Actually, the experience of paying is briefly confusing. The sales clerk asks if I have Amazon Prime, then waits while I fiddle with my phone to show her, before giving me the benefit of Amazon’s online pricing. In keeping with the store, neither of the items I buy are proper books. (They are kids’ colouring books.)

It is common for desperate bookshops to flog stationery, wrapping paper or gift items, but Amazon Books goes a step further. In its cookbook section, there is an artfully arranged display of airtight bags for leftovers. By the door, a shelf is labelled: Pop Culture Toys and Collectibles Rated 4.5 and Up. Rated by whom? The store simply assumes we are all sufficiently fluent in Amazon to know that this refers to its online ratings system.

Books are grouped into familiar categories, and unfamiliar ones: for example, a display case advertises books that have “more than 10,000 reviews”, which ensures a good showing for Bill O’Reilly’s Killing Patton, and Bill O’Reilly’s Killing Jesus, as well as The Goldfinch, by Donna Tartt, and that book about the kid who “went to heaven”.

Unlike Amazon online, there are, here and there, indications of a human sensibility at work. If you buy When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi, a sign suggests you might also like The Iceberg by Marion Coutts – not an insane recommendation since both are literary memoirs about dying, and a contrast to the algorithm-based online recommendations off the back of the same purchase, which include Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult, and TS Eliot’s The Waste Land.

In truth, I’m a little disappointed about how un-horrifying the store is. It isn’t the first place you might look for anything to read outside the top 50, but then, neither was Barnes & Noble.

Losing my laundry
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  ‘People were peering through the window at their dry cleaning, flapping their tickets uselessly.’ Photograph: Graham Turner for the Guardian




In my neighbourhood, there was a much bigger retail scandal this week than Amazon Books: the local dry cleaner going out of business overnight. First, the concerned phone calls when clean clothes didn’t turn up. Then the unreturned messages. Finally, the trek to the store and the shock of a dark shop and locked door. By the time I got there, several people were peering through the window at their unattended dry cleaning, flapping their tickets uselessly. Undercutting indy book sellers is one thing; doing a midnight flit with one’s laundry is quite another.

I’m no egghead 

A pigeon has laid an egg on our terrace, which is exciting for my two-year-olds, and shaming for me. We eat eggs, but we’re not eating this egg because it has a baby pigeon in it, I explain. Why are some eggs eggs and some eggs baby birds? “It’s to do with fertilisation,” I say vaguely, then realise I have no idea what I’m talking about. I need a book about avian husbandry.
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  For the nest, not the table. Photograph: Filippo Monteforte/AFP/Getty Images
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The referendum somehow seems a lot more than a year ago, and some of the debates that erupted back then seem a little tired too. As the dust settled, analysis focused on the irrelevance of left-right polarisation to the emerging new politics. Dividing lines had arisen based on geography, education and attitudes that often paid little heed to traditional party allegiances. The predominance of Ukip-style populism on the one hand, coupled with the re-emergence of passionately held liberal values on the other, spoke of a fragmentation that threw much about our politics into question.






We couldn’t trust the Lib Dems before. Tim Farron has shown we still can’t | Marienna Pope-Weidemann








It is a paradox then, that at the same time as this apparent shift away from a traditional left-right axis, we have also seen the Labour and Conservative parties achieve a projected combined vote share of more than 80%. These are levels not seen since the 1980s, reversing a decline in two-party political hegemony that had seen their joint share of the vote drop from some 90% in the 1950s to below 65% in recent years.

This is partly explained by the Brexit frame for the 2017 election – and the fact that, arguably, the Conservative party has now adopted much of Ukip’s positioning on this issue, with Theresa May’s continued assertion that “Brexit means Brexit” and “no deal is better than a bad deal”. Our BritainThinks Brexit Diaries project suggests that 37% of the population fall into a group we call the “Die-hards”, who enthusiastically support Brexit. Many of these are former Ukip voters but now lean towards the Conservatives, buoyed up by May’s pronouncements.

The Brexit frame also offers some explanation for the failure of the Lib Dem vote to recover. Our Brexit Diaries work suggests that 67% of the population either enthusiastically or reluctantly accept Brexit. There is very little appetite for the second referendum that is the centrepiece of the Lib Dem manifesto (and much confusion, with most presuming it means a rerun of June 2016, rather than the proposed referendum on terms).

However, the Brexit frame gives this election another emphasis: leadership. Here again, the two also-ran parties are found wanting. Ukip has not recovered from the loss of its most charismatic performer, Nigel Farage. Few in our focus groups could name Paul Nuttall, and even those who could knew nothing about him. Tim Farron has also made little impact. A small minority recognised his photograph in focus groups as recently as last week. The Lib Dems have not had time or space to rebrand themselves following their period in government, on which the public judge them very harshly indeed.





 

When focus groups are asked what would be the worst possible outcome on 8 June, many voters say 'coalition'






 


This deeply held, negative view of the 2010-5 coalition government has also fuelled polarisation. The backdrop of Brexit has, as Theresa May gambled, provided an imperative for strong government, meaning the clear dominance of one party over another. When focus groups are asked what would be the worst possible outcome on 8 June, many voters say “coalition”, believing that the resulting divergence of views would mean weakness and a lack of bargaining clout. As one voter put it the week after the election was called, “This is no time for a coalition – we need a government with a big majority to go into the negotiations and get the best out.”

The picture in Scotland is similar, although a different kind of two-party politics is playing out. There, the Labour party, once all-powerful, now barely gets a look-in. Meanwhile the Conservatives have emerged as the true voice of opposition, especially for unionists who believe that, under Ruth Davidson’s leadership, the detoxified and reinvigorated party is doing a reasonable job of holding the SNP to account, while Labour is weak and ineffectual.

In England, though, we seem to have returned to an old-school binary choice as smaller parties disappear. The Tories’ vote share, though somewhat eroded by a less than dazzling campaign, is set to be the best they have achieved since 1987. At the same time, Labour is polling at about 35% – a figure last seen in 2005. And, as the two main parties hoover up the smaller parties’ support, their dividing lines have become more marked than we have seen for years. At least the voters can no longer claim that “all parties are the same” when they go to the polls next week.
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The Guardian view on social media surveillance: Uncle Sam isn’t planning to friend you | Editorial | Opinion | The Guardian

The appetite of the US national security apparatus for personal information appears insatiable. In December, the Obama administration began asking some foreign visitors for their social media account names. Civil liberties campaigners warned of the dangers then. Under President Trump that effort has been extended and enlarged so that now visa applicants can be asked to supply all of the social media identities they have used over the past five years. It is claimed that they will not be denied entry simply on the basis of what they might have said online four years ago in a conversation supposedly shared only among friends. But it is easy to see how such powers may be expanded, and how chilling an effect they already have.

The demand for social media identities may not even be the most intrusive and authoritarian of the questions asked on the new visa form. Nor should it be confused with reports that American border officials may have started to demand the passwords as well as the social media identities of some travellers. The new demands are made long before the border is reached. Prospective travellers singled out for this treatment can also be asked for a list of all the countries they have visited in the last 15 years, and an account of how each trip was funded. As well as that, 15 years of address and employment history, the names and dates of birth of all siblings, children, and all the phone numbers and email addresses they have had for the last five years.

It is worth considering what these demands tell us about the amount and quality of information already available to the surveillance state: phone numbers and email addresses are useless without the ability to access records of their use, which the US authorities clearly hope or expect to obtain if they wish. And each person identified in this way as a contact of the visa applicant can become the focus of a newly expanded enquiry into their connections, and so on until a whole social network has been mapped. The ambition is frightening even if the execution is unlikely to be nearly as effective as it might be.

The plan appears to have grown out of Donald Trump’s plan for a Muslim travel ban, which is stalled in the courts because it is so clearly discriminatory. After the executive order first hit trouble, the homeland security secretary told Congress that if people from the relevant nations wanted to enter the US, “We want to get on their social media, with passwords … If they don’t want to cooperate, then you don’t come in.”

The present powers are purely discretionary and could in theory be aimed at anyone, but the suspicion is inevitably that they will be directed primarily at Muslim travellers. That is not the only reason to find them obnoxious. Their application will be arbitrary and their effect will be to allow for the arbitrary deportation of many of those who fill out the form, since even entirely honest candidates are likely to make a mistake when asked for information so detailed and so likely to be forgotten over time. Obviously the dishonest or genuinely malevolent applicant will fail to mention the social media identities he uses for jihadi operations, just as no applicant now admits that they have advocated the overthrow by force of the US government.

Surveillance capitalism merges with the surveillance state in a way that combines two of the dystopian trends of classic science fiction. The data that’s being collected was after all created for enjoyment, and is being used for surveillance: Brave New World meets Nineteen Eighty-Four. But in both those dystopias the ruling elite, although ruthless, was also competent. That is not the impression given by the unscrupulous blunderers of the Trump government. In an effort to extend the range of their own hard power they are hacking away at American soft power, which depends, among other things, on the trust that foreigners have in the commitment of the US to its own founding ideals.
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At first glance, the latest income tax figures from HMRC make encouraging reading for anyone who believes in equality.

Since 2013/14, around 300,000 people on low incomes no longer pay the 20p basic rate of tax, mostly thanks to the annual increases in the threshold at which people start paying income tax implemented by the previous government and the coalition before it.

At the top end, HMRC expects 364,000 workers to be paying the 45p tax rate by the end of the 2017/18 tax year. This would be a 10% annual rise and a jump of more than 50% since the £150,000 tax threshold was introduced seven years ago.

This squeeze on high earners is a key element in maintaining the pre-financial crash gap between rich and poor. But using the tax system in this way to help the poorest and tax the rich has a cost. It narrows the tax base to a relatively small group of people and means that when a government needs a revenue boost, as a Labour government will should it take office, it must return to the same people and demand not just a small percentage rise, but a hefty whack of extra cash.

The threat that professionals, from doctors and accountants to management consultants and bankers, will take their money offshore has some foundation to it. But, more importantly, working for a PAYE employer will be considered a mug’s game compared with running a small company and paying 19% corporation tax. Even under Labour, someone earning £80,000 could swap a 45% tax rate for a 26% corporation tax rate.

Generating an income from wealth will also become more attractive. Property investment has always been a money-spinning proposition. Twenty years of the buy-to-let boom speaks to that. With higher income taxes weighing them down, many people already ask why they should work for a living when they can extract a generous rent as a landlord. 

Labour has several answers. One is to budget for a degree of avoidance and scale back its projection of the tax take from higher earners. Another is to impose a tax on wealth. But the hint in the manifesto that Jeremy Corbyn would consider a land value tax is just that. It is not a fully formed policy and would take years to implement. It is not a policy many inside the parliamentary party understand, let alone the party membership or the public at large.

In the meantime, Labour will have doubled down on a narrow group of increasingly mobile workers who may shift to other lines of work or even move country rather than pay the extra tax.

The Tories meanwhile will make the situation worse by increasing the personal threshold further, taking even more people out of the tax system. Such a move will disempower future governments from helping the lower-paid through the tax system. Only benefits will help them, and in the current harsh environment, they can easily be cut. Maybe that’s part of the Conservatives’ plan.

Public sector strikes are now a rarity

Members of the Unite union at the Bank of England will on Thursday start voting on whether to hold a strike this year in protest over a “derisory” 1% pay offer well below the current inflation rate of 2.7%. This would be a bigger story if more than 2% of the bank’s 3,600 staff were involved in the ballot, but they are not.

Meanwhile, the GMB union is calling on more than one million of its members in London and the east of England to vote against the 1% pay rise that caps wage growth across the entire public sector. This would be an even bigger event, except that the union is only urging its members to vote next week for Labour in the general election to benefit from Jeremy Corbyn’s pledge to break the cap.

Unison, the biggest public sector union, cannot name a single pay dispute across the NHS, the social care sector or local government.

All this means that apart from about 70 Bank of England workers, the 1% pay cap on 4.3 million public sector workers in England is holding and it appears there is nothing the unions can do about it. The situation is made worse by official figures showing the steepest fall in union membership over the past year since records began. The union movement lost 275,000 members last year to slip to 6.2 million – a level less than half that seen in the 1970s.

In one sense it was a shock after four years when membership levels had stabilised and the prospect of further austerity raised the importance of union protection in the workplace. But maybe the long-term slide has reasserted itself, accelerated by the “creative destruction” of secure jobs in favour of the gig economy.
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“Hair-shirt, muesli-eating Guardian readers”. That’s what Tim Farron called us. Big words from a man whose party languishes at 8% in the polls. He accused Theresa May of taking her supporters for granted – well sure, but what do you call this? I’m not one to judge a political figure on a one-off television performance. It is, after all, not Britain’s Got Talent. But Farron’s behaviour on the BBC debate is symptomatic of an underlying and quite incurable condition: he’s a career politician. He will say whatever it takes to rescue his party from oblivion.






Does Tim Farron think gay sex is a sin? Who cares? | David Shariatmadari








The Liberal Democrats betrayed a generation in coalition with the Tories. We couldn’t trust them under Nick Clegg and nor can we trust them under Farron, who came off in the debate like a – compelling, admittedly – used car salesman.

I was in my first year of university in London when the unthinkable move was made towards tripling university tuition fees and scrapping the education maintenance allowance (EMA). Clegg promised to vote against it, but we should have known what was coming.

Even with EMA, my mum had struggled to finance my sixth-form education. As the eldest in my family, I was haunted by the prospect that these reforms would elbow all my younger cousins out of higher education. On 24 November 2010, tens of thousands of young people took to the streets to hold the Lib Dems to their promise, to give them the confidence to keep it. I was among them. And they betrayed us.

Clegg talked the talk, but when it came to walking the walk he never managed to get so much as one foot in front of the other. Tuition fees were only the beginning. They slashed pensions. The leadership – criticised for links to private healthcare interests – lay down for the Health and Social Care Act that began the dismantling of our NHS. They couldn’t even decide where they stood on GCHQ mass surveillance of all our phone calls and emails, and sharing them with the US. So much for the pure-of-heart liberals.









 
Party leaders clash in TV election debate – video highlights




By 2015 they were still making excuses for that first betrayal, even though Cameron’s policy director James O’Shaughnessy said Clegg was actually “keen” to raise fees and his apologies were “crap”. “I was absolutely between a rock and a hard place,” Clegg claimed. But even if that were true, it’s all relative. I’ll tell you who was actually between a rock and a hard place: the teenagers who knew enough about what this meant for them and the future of our country that they went marching toe-to-toe with riot police; the 15-year-old kids I saw crushed between panicked crowds and Whitehall railings as police horses charged unprovoked into the crowd. It was frightening, coming back after that. But we held the line anyway because we knew it was right. And we deserve a leader who will do the same.

There are many indicators that Farron is not that leader any more than Clegg was. His slippery flip-flopping on LGBT rights has been a recurrent red flag. After much interrogation, of course he’s now saying what a viable politician is expected to say in 2017. But as an LGBT woman I am insulted by his sudden vote-fishing around our community. His impassioned speeches on the refugee crisis may have also endeared him to a dwindling support base, but rhetorical commitment to human rights and civil liberties is no good unless you’ve got the courage to challenge their root causes here at home. The Lib Dems still show no signs of confronting the politics of austerity in any meaningful way, after breaking a sweat to justify it seven days a week for five long years in power. And we know now that it’s the damage that austerity has inflicted on our living standards and public services that has created such fertile ground for the politics of division and hatred.

Meanwhile, they talk the talk on privacy and civil liberties. But Farron’s administration would never have the courage to challenge the “war on terror”, which has justified total government surveillance and bullied our doctors and teachers into playing border security for the Home Office, frightening pregnant migrant women out of seeking prenatal care and making children of colour feel unwelcome in our schools. What’s the point of saying you value diversity when you can’t summon some outrage over that?

Of course, a politician who actually means what they say, well, that would be an entirely new kind of politics. That would ruffle tabloid feathers and cause a real fuss. Honesty is supposed to be unelectable these days. It’s not about policy but personality and fashion choices – about credibility in the eyes of a corrupt system. And Farron is a creature of that culture. He did well in the BBC debate because he knows how to perform. But when the votes are in and the cameras are off, we deserve more than a performer. We deserve conviction, consistency and respect, not someone who’ll turn on us “hair-shirt, muesli-eating Guardian readers” at a moment’s notice to score a cheap point.

I’m voting in a general election for the first time in my life next week. I’m voting for the guy who was out there with us in the cold autumn of 2010, speaking to the students when it was unpopular to do so and telling us we had the power to change things while the rest were preparing to turn their backs. Farron says the NHS is “personal” for him, and I believe him because it’s personal for all of us. But where was he when Jeremy Corbyn was turning out time and again on the picket lines in the wet and cold for our nurses and teachers – and for the lives of people around the world – back when there were no cameras to pose for and no votes to win? That’s the only kind of politician I’m prepared to trust.
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Donald Trump's incompetence is a problem. His staff should intervene | Bruce Bartlett | Opinion | The Guardian

The evidence is becoming overwhelming that Donald Trump lacks the temperament, basic knowledge or intelligence to be a minimally competent president. There are ways he can deal with this and compensate for it, but first he must become aware of it, and there is no evidence that anyone in his inner circle is going to tell him. The White House staff, the cabinet, and Republicans in Congress must learn how to adapt to this reality.

In recent days, there have been a number of press reports suggesting that President Trump is unable to absorb essential information needed to do his job. His attention span is too short, he won’t read anything longer than a page, and must be bribed with flattery to keep his mind focused. Writing in the New York Times on 18 May, Peter Baker asked those working at foreign embassies in Washington what they have learned from their interactions with Trump.

Said Baker: “Keep it short – no 30-minute monologue for a 30-second attention span. Do not assume he knows the history of the country or its major points of contention. Compliment him on his Electoral College victory. Contrast him favorably with Barack Obama. Do not get hung up on whatever was said during the campaign. Stay in regular touch. Do not go in with a shopping list but bring some sort of deal he can call a victory.”

A few days later, a group of Washington Post reporters explained that Trump’s own staff have learned to deal with the unique challenges of briefing him, which revealed much about his limitations. As they wrote: “White House aides also have talked about having a rotating cast of staff brief the media, a group that could include officials such as national security adviser HR McMaster. Having several aides share the briefing responsibilities could help prevent Trump – who has a notoriously short attention span – from growing bored or angry with any one staff member.”

During his foreign trip, foreign leaders were taken aback by Trump’s ignorance of simple basics about the nature of the western alliance that date back more than 70 years. Pulitzer prize-winning foreign policy specialist Anne Applebaum noted in a Washington Post column that Trump clearly had no idea how Nato worked, apparently likening it to a club like his own at Mar-a-Lago where members pay dues.

Applebaum said that Trump also displayed gross ignorance about the nature of trade relationships in Europe. He criticized Germany’s trade policy and suggested a new bilateral treaty without realizing that as a member of the European Union it could not negotiate one. Any new trade arrangement would have to be negotiated through the EU.

Another Washington Post story reported that those briefing Trump daily on foreign intelligence are frustrated that they must simplify complex matters to an extreme degree, using “killer graphics” to hold his attention. “Yet,” the report went on, “there are signs that the president may not be retaining all the intelligence he is presented, fully absorbing its nuance, or respecting the sensitivities of the information and how it was gathered.”

Foreign countries like Britain and Israel have now become wary of sharing sensitive intelligence with the US if it may come to Trump’s attention, for fear it will leak out in a late-night tweet.

The idea that Trump is just not up to the job of being president is growing among the general public, according to a May 10 Quinnipiac Poll. People were asked: “What is the first word that comes to mind when you think of Donald Trump?” The top answer given was “idiot,” followed by “incompetent.” Other popular terms from the poll were “unqualified” and “ignorant.”

While many of those holding such an opinion undoubtedly are liberals and Democrats, even some conservatives feel the same way. Erick Erickson, a founder of the popular Republican website RedState published an op-ed article on May 19 containing this remarkable paragraph: “The president exudes incompetence and instability. Divulging classified information to the Russians through bragging; undermining his staff’s defense of his conduct through inane tweets; even reportedly asking the FBI director to suspend an investigation of a former adviser — all these strike me not so much as malicious but as the ignorant actions of an overwhelmed man.

“Republicans excuse this behavior as Trump being Trump, but that will only embolden voters who seek greater accountability to choose further change over stability. The sad reality is that the greatest defense of the president available at this point is one his team could never give on the record: He is an idiot who does not know any better.”

Having worked in politics for many years, including at the White House, I know perfectly well that our elected representatives aren’t always the sharpest knives in the drawer. But many were, nevertheless, competent leaders and legislators. That is because they were aware of their limitations and compensated for them by hiring good staff, giving them a lot of latitude to act in their name, and avoiding extemporaneous statements on complicated issues.

Trump has a huge staff at his beck and call. He should use them to research issues for him rather than getting his briefings from Fox & Friends. He should let his staff draft statements for him and let them go through the normal vetting process, including fact-checking. And he must resist the temptation to tweet or talk off the top of his head about policy issues, and work through the normal process used by every previous president.

Trump may not get any smarter any time soon, but he can act a lot smarter very quickly if he simply uses the resources at his disposal.

Bruce Bartlett worked on Capitol Hill for many years, at the White House for Ronald Reagan and the Treasury Department for George HW Bush. His latest book is The Truth Matters: A Citizen’s Guide to Separating Facts from Lies and Stopping Fake News in Its Tracks.
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Four years ago, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) made the decision to sponsor and run its own tuberculosis clinical trial. The aim was to find a new treatment regimen for drug-resistant tuberculosis (TB) that was radically better than what was currently available.

As an organisation that specialises in delivering short-term emergency healthcare, this was a bold and new direction to take. But it was a decision that came from our frustration, anger and impatience on behalf of the more than 20,000 people with TB that we treat every year. We felt compelled to search for improved treatments ourselves because too few pharmaceutical companies, organisations or universities were doing enough about it. 







Decades of TB progress threatened by drug-resistant bacteria, warn experts








Every day 4,900 people die from TB, a infectious disease that affects the lungs and causes fever, coughing, and makes it difficult to breathe. It is one of the top 10 causes of death worldwide and now kills more people than HIV. 

 Yet the disease does not receive anywhere near the attention it deserves. Care, treatment and diagnostics remain woefully underfunded. Despite the fact that the number of new people being diagnosed with TB every year is decreasing, the overall number of people living with TB is at an all-time high as we fail to cure people already living with the disease. 

 An estimated two in every five people who fall sick with the disease are left undiagnosed and untreated. Medicines to treat TB have barely improved in 50 years. 

 The inadequate diagnostics and medicines mean that the complexity and severity of the disease is getting worse. TB needs to be treated with a range of different antibiotics but the same drugs have now been used for decades. The result is that an alarming number of strains of TB have become resistant to these antibiotics. Growing numbers of patients are being told that their six-month course of treatment hasn’t worked and they still have TB. 

 People diagnosed with drug-resistant TB face a grueling two years of treatment, during which time they must swallow more than 10,000 pills and have painful daily injections. The side effects are often incapacitating; they include constant nausea, joint pains, irreversible deafness and even psychosis. Many patients must spend prolonged periods in hospital, unable to earn a living and cut off from friends and family as well as all semblance of a normal life. 

 At the end of the two years, only half of these people will be told their treatment has been successful. 
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  John, 3, who suffers from multi-drug-resistant tubeculosis (MDR-TB), plays with a medicine trolley next to his mother Elizabeth, also an MDR-TB case, at a Médecins Sans Frontières-run clinic in Nairobi in 2015. Photograph: Tony Karumba/AFP/Getty Images




 One key reason for the lack of investment in TB is that most people with the disease live in low- and middle-income countries, so there is little financial incentive for pharmaceutical companies to develop or research new drugs. It is also because drug companies make financial gains by patenting drugs. This patent restricts how the drug can be used. As a number of drugs are required to kill TB, it is difficult to trial new drugs together if they’ve been developed by different companies who have all put their own patent on their own drugs. As a result, the only two new drugs developed in the past 50 years remain out of reach of most patients. There is not sufficient evidence or research to recommend them for widespread use nor is there any evidence on how to use them as part of a novel regimen. 

 As an organisation of doctors, nurses and other medical staff we have been left feeling frustrated as thousands of our patients continue to suffer from these long, toxic and failing treatments. Finally we had had enough, so we decided to do something ourselves to find better treatment for our patients. 

We wanted to run a trial that would put patients’ at its heart, with a focus on those people most in need of improved treatment, and where the outcome would have a real impact on people’s lives. We decided to trial a combination of drugs that only need to be taken for six months, with no daily painful injections, fewer pills, that hopefully has more bearable side effects and is potentially much more effective at curing all drug-resistant forms of TB. 
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  Uzbekistan ministry of health staff stand at the entrance to the ward hosting the TB drug clinical trial, TB PRACTECAL. Photograph: Alpamis Babaniyazov/MSF




 After years of hard work, TB PRACTECAL started at the end of January 2017 in Uzbekistan. It is a full phase III clinical trial with four sites across Uzbekistan, Belarus and South Africa. The 630 participants will either take a combination of two new anti-TB drugs (bedaquiline and pretomanid) with three other existing drugs (linezolid, clofazimine and moxifloxacin), or be placed in the control group. 

 When the first patient took the first pill of the trial this felt like an exciting and important milestone. But the reality is we still have a long way to go. 

A first set of trial results are expected within two years and final results within four. If successful, this combination of treatment could be recommended for widespread use by the World Health Organisation and rolled out in countries across the world.

But even if this trial is successful, while we hope it could have a real impact on the lives of some people with drug-resistant TB, it will be just a small step forward in the efforts to tackle this global epidemic. 

For a start, we will need an ongoing “pipeline” of new drugs to replace the older ones as they become less effective. MSF has also initiated the 3P Project which aims to create a new, more collaborative approach to funding and developing TB drugs, as the current model is clearly not working. 

Of course, MSF cannot solve the TB crisis alone. We also need better diagnostic tools that are also accessible to those who need them most. We need improved ways of developing individual drugs and quicker ways of combining them into regimens. We need combinations that are suitable for children, and all treatment needs to be affordable. 

With thousands of people dying from TB each day, there needs to be a global response to this global crisis. 


Dr Bern-Thomas Nyang’wa is a TB specialist at Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF).

Join our community of development professionals and humanitarians. Follow @GuardianGDP on Twitter.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/jun/01/we-had-to-run-our-own-trial-for-tb-drugs-nobody-else-was-doing-it
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Why there is still hostility when Jews and non-Jews fall in love | Giles Fraser: Loose canon | Opinion | The Guardian

There are many different ways to complete the sentence “I cannot be antisemitic because… ”. All of them are dodgy. For the liberal left, the standard answer is “because I am a committed anti-racist”. For the “alt-right” it is “because I support Israel”. For me it is “because my wife is Israeli” – and I have learned never to say that one. Even “because I am Jewish” is not safe. There is no formulation of the sentence “I cannot be antisemitic because…” that you should trust. Not one.

I am sitting in a tent at the Charleston literary festival with the Israeli writer Dorit Rabinyan. We are “in conversation”, discussing her novel All the Rivers, recently published in English translation. The Charleston festival has this lovely boutique, country-garden feel. Based at the Bloomsbury movement’s Sussex retreat house, this is where the progressive intellectuals of the day discussed big ideas round the kitchen table and swapped bedrooms upstairs. Among them was Virginia Woolf and her husband Leonard.

I refer to Woolf because her own casual antisemitism could easily have been dismissed with the “I cannot be antisemitic because…” defence. She was so virulently anti-fascist that the Nazis put her on the Sonderfahndungsliste GB – a list of people to be rounded up after the invasion of Britain. Indeed, her husband was Jewish. Nonetheless, three years after marrying him, she wrote in her diary: “How I hated marrying a Jew – how I hated their nasal voices, their oriental jewellery, and their noses and their wattles.” In her fiction she wrote with revulsion about “the Jew” in the room next door taking a bath and leaving his hairs and a greasy mark in the tub. She wrote about a hooked-nose “little Jew boy” rising up becoming the wealthiest jeweller in England.

In other words, not all antisemites wear a swastika. And the current anxiety that the progressive left has an antisemitism problem is nothing new. Antisemitism is both a constant and a shape-changer. There is no simple ideological inoculation against it.

But it is not just antisemitism that many Jews fear. Many also fear philosemitism. Rabinyan’s book is a sort of Romeo and Juliet, a forbidden love affair between a Jewish girl from Tel Aviv and a Palestinian boy from Hebron. And she knows of what she speaks, because her beautiful novel is actually a semi-fictionalised account of her relationship with the Palestinian artist Hassan Hourani.

“The book tries to express the Jewish fear of losing our identity in the Middle East,” says Rabinyan. And it certainly touched an open nerve in Israel, with the book being banned from schools for describing intimacy between a Jew and a non-Jew. The Ministry of Education explained the ban thus: “Intimate relations between Jews and non-Jews … are seen by large portions of society as a threat on the separate identities [of Arabs and Jews].” Some years before, the same ministry had also banned a children’s book about a parrot and a cuckoo who got married. It referenced “inter-species sex”, they said.

As you can imagine, as a non-Jew married to an Israeli Jew, I take this sort of thing rather personally. And in the course of our conversation, Rabinyan makes a fascinating link between the hostility to Jews and non-Jews having a relationship and the biblical teaching about mixing different things together. The Hebrew word kil’ayim refers to the prohibition of mixing different seeds in the same bed or different types of material in the same cloth. An important part of kosher is the separation of meat and dairy products. Theologically, one could argue that all this is rooted in the fundamental separation of God from the world, of the pure from the impure. That’s why the essential hybridity of the Christian story – of God becoming human – offends Judaism at its core.

This month, it is 50 years since the US supreme court struck down the ban on interracial marriage. Nearly half of US Jews now marry out, and many of them don’t raise their children in the faith. That is what’s behind some of the reaction to Rabinyan’s book. Unfortunately, the continuity of the Jewish people is seen to be threatened by those who fall in love with Jews as well as by those who disparage them.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2017/jun/01/why-there-is-still-hostility-when-jews-and-non-jews-fall-in-love
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All signs now point to Donald Trump withdrawing the US from the Paris agreement, the closest thing the international community has to a plan for dealing with climate change.

In the lead-up to this week’s expected decision, the nationalist, Steve Bannon-led wing of the White House has tried to paint climate change – and the agreement, by extension – as a concern of elites. 

Headlines on Breitbart over the weekend derided Gary Cohn (“Carbon Tax Cohn”, to some) for trying to change Trump’s mind about pulling out of the deal, complete with a globe emoji alongside the Goldman Sachs veteran’s name – a double entendre for his belief in globalization and global warming. 






Trump smashes things like a toddler. Will the Paris agreement be next? | Ross Barkan








Real Americans care about reviving the beleaguered coal industry and unleashing the power of America’s natural resources to create jobs, their argument goes. The only people who care about climate change are bankers and celebrities.

The problem is that they aren’t entirely wrong – at least, from looking at headlines. 

Billionaires such as Al Gore and Leonardo DiCaprio have become some of the most recognizable faces of the fight against climate change for producing high-profile documentaries on the subject and jetting around the world to spread their gospel. Elon Musk – the Tesla CEO now under fire for mistreating his workers – has been celebrated by environmentalists for building electric cars and batteries to store solar power. 

Climate change is a frequent topic of conversation at 1% confabs such as the World Economic Forum in Davos, where this year’s 15 sessions on climate featured 60 CEOs. Over the past several weeks, greens such as the Natural Resources Defense Council have touted the fact that corporations including Walmart, BP and Unilever all favor sticking with Paris. 

Even JP Morgan Chase head and Trump adviser Jamie Dimon has joined the fold, signing a letter with Musk and business magnates in the Wall Street Journal expressing their “strong support for the United States remaining in the Paris Climate Agreement”.

Especially given the scale of change needed, “believes in climate change” – or in remaining in the Paris agreement, for that matter – is a godawful litmus test for deciding who gets to be called a climate hero. If there is a pragmatic economic case to be made for switching over to renewables and divesting from fossil fuel assets, then elites will chase profits. They don’t need to be lauded for doing so. 

Moreover, continuing to praise bankers and billionaires for symbolic statements on climate helps do Bannon and Breitbart’s work for them. In populist times, salvaging any hope for real progress on climate change “post-Paris” – domestically and internationally – will mean making the case for taking on climate change in strictly populist terms. 

Luckily, that case practically makes itself. The brand of climate denial that informs Trump and the Republican party line is the result of one of the global elite’s most effective projects yet. It’s been multinational corporations funding the campaign to cast doubt on scientific consensus. ExxonMobil, for instance, has poured at least $33m into such efforts since the Kyoto protocol was launched in 1997. Despite this long-running disinformation campaign, the majority of voters in every state support the United States’ participation in the agreement.

What’s more, any reasonable solution to climate change will require massive amounts of job creation, putting people to work doing everything from installing solar panels to insulating houses to updating the country’s electric grid to nursing and teaching, jobs in two of the country’s already low-carbon sectors. 

“If you are genuinely serious about shifting to a low-carbon society within the timeframe we have, then it is an absolute agenda for jobs,” climate scientist Kevin Anderson said earlier this year. “You are guaranteeing full employment for 30 years if we think climate change is a serious issue. If we don’t, we can carry on with structural unemployment.”

Climate policies can improve people’s lives in the here and now while preventing a truly catastrophic end to the 21st century. So don’t chide Trump and the rest of his party for denying climate change when they pull out of the Paris agreement. Chide them for denying millions of Americans the well-paying jobs and stable future they deserve.

The silver lining of the climate crisis is that it may be the United States’ greatest opportunity yet to upend its vastly unequal economy, and kick the executives who engineered both out of power. It’s one of history’s greatest “us v them” scenarios, pitting a handful of oligarchs and profit-hungry fossil fuel CEOs against the rest of humanity. Let’s not let those optics go to waste.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jun/01/climate-change-impact-on-wealthy-paris-deal
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An increasing number of patients are having to wait more than six months for an operation in hospital, official NHS figures show.


The number of people in England being forced to wait that long has almost trebled in the past four years, from 45,054 in March 2013 to 126,188 in March this year – a 180% rise.







The Guardian view on the NHS: come clean about its real cost | Editorial








Patients are, in theory, guaranteed to have a non-urgent procedure, such as a hernia repair, cataract removal or hip or knee replacement, within 18 weeks under the NHS constitution. Surgeons said delays of at least 26 weeks would lead to patients suffering for longer than they should, which could damage their quality of life and chances of recovering. 

The figures are the latest evidence of how hospitals are increasingly failing to meet a range of treatment waiting time targets, including for A&E and cancer care, amid rising demand, widespread staff shortages and an unprecedented financial squeeze.


“We are now struggling to meet the standards and timeliness of care that the public rightly expect,” said Clare Marx, the president of the Royal College of Surgeons, which obtained the figures from analysing NHS England performance against the 18-week target.

“It is unacceptable for such a large number of patients to be waiting this long in pain and discomfort for treatment. This is the grim reality of the financial pressures facing the NHS,” Marx said. 

“Many of these patients are older and, in the most serious cases such as for brain surgery, waiting longer could have a big effect on the quality of someone’s life and their eventual recovery from surgery.”






NHS trusts overspend by £770m despite bailout funding








The figures show that the largest group who endure more than six-month waits for an operation are trauma and orthopaedic patients, many of whom have broken a bone. The number has almost doubled from 14,565 in 2013 to 25,544 over the four years studied.


Delays of more than six months have more than doubled, from 7,118 to 15,432, in general surgery cases; almost trebled from 3,927 to 10,025 for eye operations; risen from 3,419 to 9,790 – up 256% – in ear, nose and throat cases; increased in urology cases, which includes prostate problems, from 3,628 to 8,165; risen by 302% in brain surgery from 1,139 to 3,015 cases; and gone up from 2,630 to 7,111 in gynaecological treatment.


Waiting times graphic


Simon Stevens, NHS England’s chief executive, sparked controversy in March when he announced that the target of hospitals treating at least 92% of patients awaiting surgery within 18 weeks was being downgraded so they could focus on improving their performance against the four-hour target covering A&E care, which almost no NHS trust is able to meet any more.


Even more patients could end up waiting more than six months, Marx said: “With the 18-week target now being deprioritised, our concern is that we will see a fast deterioration in waiting times with tens of thousands more patients waiting longer than six months for surgery. This is particularly the case when the Nuffield Trust thinktank says none of the main parties are promising increases in NHS funding which will meet the growing demands on the health system.”


Far fewer patients end up waiting more than nine months for surgery, but the numbers have risen by 209% over the same four years from 6,415 patients in March 2013 to 19,838 this March.

Labour condemned the big rise in long waits. Jonathan Ashworth, the shadow health secretary, said: “The Tories’ neglect and underfunding of the NHS has pushed services to the brink. It is outrageous that so many more people are now having to wait six months or more for treatment.”

Dr Mark Holland, the president of the Society for Acute Medicine, said: “This damning analysis is another clear example of the mismanagement and confusion among those in power as to how to deal with the pressures on our hospitals.”

The 180% rise in delays of more than six months far outstrips the growth over the same four-year period in the total number of people awaiting surgery, which has gone from 2,661,165 in March 2013 to 3,734,653 this spring – a 40.3% increase.


An NHS England spokesperson said: “Actually the NHS has cut the number of patients waiting more than a year for treatment by nearly 13,000 over the past five years, and spending on non-urgent surgery is continuing to rise.

“While the Royal College of Surgeons understandably lobbies for more spending on surgeons, in the real world they aren’t the only call on constrained NHS funding, which also has to support extra investment in GP services, modern cancer treatments, and expanded mental health services.”

 A Conservative spokesman said: “This completely fails to acknowledge the hard work of NHS staff in significantly increasing the number of procedures carried out promptly. There were nearly 12m NHS operations done last year, up by almost 2m a year since 2010, at the same time as we’ve dramatically cut the number of people waiting over 52 weeks for treatment.”







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/jun/01/a-grim-reality-concern-over-longer-waits-for-nhs-operations
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Manchester attack: mother of youngest victim told of daughter's death | UK news | The Guardian

The mother of the youngest victim of the Manchester Arena bombing has been told about her eight-year-old daughter’s death after waking up from surgery.

Saffie Roussos, from Leyland, Lancashire, was one of the 22 people killed by Salman Abedi when he detonated a backpack bomb at one of the entrances to Manchester Arena on 22 May.

She was at the Ariana Grande concert with her mother, Lisa, and older sister, Ashlee Bromwich, who is in her 20s. Both the women were taken to hospital after the blast.

In a post on Facebook group Leyland Memories, family friend Mike Swanny, who has been asked to act as a family spokesman, said Lisa Roussos was now awake, out of surgery and “aware of the situation”.


He said Roussos “is awake and out of surgery, she is talking, and is fully aware of the situation and is now out of any danger.”

“Now they can start to deal and rebuild their lives, I hope this news will make everyone smile as this is the best news we’ve had through this tragedy,” he said.

When NHS England last provided an update on the status of those injured in the attack it said that 50 people were in hospital, 17 of them in critical care.

Ten men, aged between 18 and 44, remain in custody on suspicion of offences contrary to the Terrorism Act. Six people – including a 15-year-old boy, a 34-year-old woman and four men – have been released without charge after being arrested by officers investigating the attack.

This week, police released further details about the 22-year-old British-Libyan suicide bomber, including that he had bought most of the key component parts of the explosive device in the few days before the attack.

Many of his movements and actions in the four days after his return to the UK from Libya leading up to the atrocity were also carried out alone, but detectives have not ruled out that he was part of “a wider network”.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jun/01/manchester-attack-mother-of-youngest-victim-told-of-daughters-death
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FTSE 100 and 250 hit new highs as UK construction figures beat expections - business live | Business | The Guardian

European markets look set for a strong open this morning having started on the front foot yesterday, helped by a continuation of the recent theme of an improving economic environment, as further improvements in economic data fuelled a positive start to the month, which was carried on in the US, after Europe had closed.

This rise in US markets saw yet more record closes across the board, after a singularly upbeat ADP payrolls report showed that the US economy added 253k jobs in May, well above expectations of 177k. This bumper number more or less confirmed the prospect of a June rate rise, with the potential for further moves later in the year, maybe in September, if the economy holds up. Yesterday’s number also raises the bar for today’s official payrolls report which is expected to come in at around the 180k level, down from 211k in April.

This seems rather conservative given the decent ADP number, and the fairly close correlation between the two we’ve seen over the last few months, the March outlier notwithstanding. This would suggest that a number in excess of 200k for non-farm payrolls would be more in line with expectations...

Today’s average hourly earnings data for May is [also] likely to be closely scrutinised with a modest increase from 2.5% to 2.6% expected.
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Theresa May has promised to “reach out to everyone, in every community” in the final week before the general election, as she set out an upbeat picture of post-Brexit Britain in an attempt to inject fresh vigour into the Conservatives’ campaign.

The prime minister was upstaged by Jeremy Corbyn, the Labour leader, on Wednesday when he made a last-minute decision to appear in the seven-way televised BBC debate, seeking to exploit the sense that May is ducking questions, after her U-turn over social care.

But speaking at a construction firm in Guisborough on Thursday, the prime minister insisted that she would “fight to earn every vote in this election”, adding: “Every vote will be a step towards that brighter future that we will build, together, after Brexit.”

Instead of the usual “strong and stable” message, May’s bright blue backdrop – set out in front of a large industrial digger – promised “a Brexit deal for a bright future”.

She devoted more time to setting out her domestic policy plans and launched fewer personal attacks on Corbyn than in recent public appearances.






May too busy with Brexit for TV debate – Election Daily podcast








She stressed her commitment to funding the NHS, building new grammar schools and improving further education. 


“The NHS is the essence of solidarity in our UK: the institution that binds us all together; a symbol of our commitment to each other; between young and old, those who have and have not, the healthy and the sick,” she said, highlighting the Tories’ manifesto promise to boost health service spending by at least £8bn a year by the end of the parliament – though she would not say where the extra funds would come from.

May said the rules preventing local authorities from opening new selective schools were “a scandal, and we will bring it to an end”. And she linked her renewed pledge to cut immigration to the tens of thousands, set out in the manifesto, with planned reforms of vocational education, which she said would prepare British youngsters for the jobs available in a post-Brexit economy.

“We will invest in the next generation, so the people growing up in Britain today are ready and able to seize the opportunities ahead,” she said, promising to “revolutionise skills education”.

May was speaking in the Middlesbrough and East Cleveland constituency, in the first step on a tour of northern Labour seats the Tories hope they can take.

Her optimistic tone contrasted with her speech in Wolverhampton earlier in the week, which was peppered with warnings about Corbyn’s leadership, including the claim that he would be “alone and naked in the negotiating chamber” when talks start in earnest just after the election.

She returned to the theme of the government’s white paper on Brexit, talking about the 12 principles she says will guide her negotiations with the rest of the EU. 


Asked about Peter Cuthbertson, the Tory candidate for Darlington who, the Guardian reported, wrote a series of articles in the early 2000s expressing views about the “promiscuity” of women, and saying victims’ sexual history should be taken into account in rape trials, the prime minister said: “Peter has made clear that his position has changed.”

Asked whether she agreed with Boris Johnson’s claim that the audience for the BBC debate was biased, she said: “What I think about last night’s debate is that Amber Rudd did an absolutely excellent job.”







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jun/01/theresa-may-sets-out-upbeat-picture-of-post-brexit-britain
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Prince William and Prince Harry are to talk for the first time about the immediate aftermath of the death of Princess Diana for a new BBC1 documentary.

With the 20th anniversary of their mother’s death in Paris approaching in August, the pair will discuss the events that followed in a special film, provisionally called Diana. 






Princes William and Harry break mental health taboos for a new generation | Simon Wessely








Friends and family of the royals will also appear in the feature-length documentary, many of them talking for the first time about their experiences. 

Although the brothers have recently been in the public eye talking about mental health and appearing on the BBC1’s Mind Over Marathon programme, BBC controller of factual commissioning Alison Kirkham told the Guardian approaches were made to Kensington Palace prior to that. 

She said the interviews with the princes have already been recorded, “and while they’ve spoken about their grief and about the challenges they’ve had in the wake of their mother’s death they’ve never before spoken about that period: of learning about their mother’s death, the reaction to that huge public mourning and the funeral itself. 

“It’s the first time they will be sharing their memories and recollections of that particular week in time. This will be a moment of national remembrance; she was an extraordinarily popular and potent figure.”

In the new documentary Diana, Prince William explains: “Part of the reason why Harry and I want to do this is because we feel we owe it to her … I think an element of it is feeling like we let her down when we were younger. We couldn’t protect her. We feel we at least owe her 20 years on to stand up for her name and remind everybody of the character and person that she was. Do our duties as sons in protecting her.”

Prince Harry added: “When she died there was such an outpour of emotion and love which was quite, which was shocking. It was beautiful at the same time, and it was amazing, now looking back at it, it was amazing that our mother had such a huge effect on so many people.

“When you’re that young and something like that happens to you I think it’s lodged in here, there, wherever – in your heart, in your head and it stays there for a very very long time. I think it’s never going to be easy for the two of us to talk about our mother, but 20 years on seems like a good time to remind people of the difference that she made not just to the Royal Family but also to the world.”

Despite the sensitivity surrounding the show the BBC will retain editorial control, with more details of the participants to be revealed over the coming months.
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  Chris Packham, best known as a nature presenter, will talk about Asperger syndrome on one of the new programmes. Photograph: Murdo MacLeod for the Guardian




The programme was announced by Kirkham as she also unveiled 30 hours of new shows, some of which will focus on perceived taboos, such as Abortion: What Britain Really Thinks, presented by Anne Robinson; Chris Packham: Me and My Asperger’s; and Who Should We Let In? Ian Hislop on the First Great Immigration Row. 

Others will tap into issues such as self-image with Claudia Winkleman fronting The Makeover Show – the first BBC fashion fix series since Susannah Constantine and Trinny Woodall’s hit series What Not to Wear – while Earth From Space will use space cameras to look at the natural world as it has never been seen before. 


There is also a return for Nigella Lawson who will share recipes she makes for family and friends, as well as fresh takes on classic meals she has evolved into colourful dishes in BBC2’s six-part series, Nigella: At My Table (a working title).
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  Nigella Lawson is making a six-part series on food for BBC2. Photograph: Hugo Burnand




Lawson said: “I’m excited to be making this new series and to share with viewers many new recipes alongside favourites that have evolved as I’ve cooked them over the years. 


“At My Table continues my celebration of home cooking, infusing every day with pleasure and flavour. What matters most in life is the connections we have with each other and food is always at the heart of this.” 

BBC2’s Britain’s Greatest Invention will have presenters arguing the case for different innovations. The advocates include Sir Trevor McDonald, David Harewood, Len Goodman and Angela Rippon. 

The show is under the BBC’s Tomorrow’s World season of programmes and while Kirkham said she “wouldn’t rule out” a regular general science magazine show, there were “no plans at the moment” to bring back classic science series Tomorrow’s World itself. 

Other new programmes include H is for Hawk: A New Chapter, following bestselling author Helen Macdonald as she trains a goshawk as part of grieving for her late father, a series about country vicars called A Vicar’s Life and a season of history programmes to mark the 70th anniversary of the partition of India. 
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  H is for Hawk author Helen Macdonald will feature in one of the new programmes. Photograph: Si Barber for the Guardian




“I think factual television should be complicated and brave enough to explore difficult, challenging topics given that they are the topics people are worried about at home,” said Kirkham. 

“What we absolutely need to avoid is bland, passive output. In my experience when you underestimate the audience they don’t reward you; when you really challenge them they come in huge numbers, they value complexity.”

Pointing to the BBC’s recent TV Baftas triumph where it swept the board for factual shows, she said it was a vindication of the popularity of shows such as Planet Earth 2 and Great British Bake Off amid the current trend for big dramas. 

“Just a few years ago there were people decrying factual and predicting the demise of it. Drama and entertainment have always had wonderful places in bringing audiences together but I fervently believe in factual. 

“Factual can still innovate and bring huge audiences together, whether it’s Planet Earth 2 earning the biggest natural history audience for 15 years or Rio Ferdinand: Being Mum and Dad being watched by nearly 7 million on BBC1 and another 30 million people watching the shorts online, both with hugely young-skewing audiences.”

“We live in an era of seismic changes and ever-changing landscape with the much talked-about fake news and false facts and people want to understand and make more informed decisions about their world, and I think that’s the responsibility and privilege of the BBC as a public service broadcaster to step into that vacuum and earn and respect the trust we have with our audiences.”
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Nanny guilty of shaking 10-month-old Joshua Paul to death | UK news | The Guardian

An unqualified nanny who violently shook a baby in a moment of “madness” has been jailed at the Old Bailey for four years after being found guilty of his manslaughter. 


Viktoria Tautz, 34, was responsible for 10-month-old Joshua Paul when he collapsed at his parents’ home in Haringey, north London, within half an hour of his mother leaving for work. The child was taken to hospital and died in his parents’ arms three days later.

The prosecution alleged Tautz “snapped” and caused Joshua’s catastrophic brain and spinal injuries through “dangerous and excessive shaking”. Zoe Johnson QC rejected the suggestion that he was hurt in a “horsey game”, as the wobbling of his head would have been “nowhere near enough” to kill him.

Tautz denied manslaughter and said she never got angry or frustrated with the baby, who was born 10 weeks early. But the Old Bailey jury convicted her with a majority verdict of 10-2 after deliberating for nearly seven hours.

Tautz began working for the family on 16 June 2014, after his mother Pearl Paul returned to work. In a statement read in court, Paul said her son was happy with Tautz and that she “never saw her lose her temper”.

She said he had fluid on the soft spot of his head, had a large head and that at an outpatient appointment on 22 July, doctors had told her both of these had increased. Joshua’s father, Nirmal Vijayan, said doctors told them their son had fluid on his brain and it was being “reviewed and monitored”.

Paul said she was told that if he vomited, stopped eating or fell unconscious, he should be taken straight to hospital. She said this information had been passed to Tautz.

At about 8.40am on 29 August, Paul left her son “happy and playing” with Tautz in the one-bedroom flat. At 9.07am, a neighbour called 999 after Tautz dashed from the flat shouting for help, holding Joshua, who was unconscious and not breathing. Doctors found that Joshua had a devastating and “irrecoverable” brain injury and he died at Great Ormond Street hospital on 1 September.

On her arrest, Tautz told police she had played a horse-riding game with Joshua but that he had not had any accidents that morning.

Giving evidence through a Hungarian interpreter, Tautz, of Barnet, told jurors her job was to play with Joshua, feed him and change his nappy, but she was not allowed to leave the flat with him.

The parents asked her to leave the dishes so they could see how much he had eaten and log how often she changed his nappy and the condition of his stools, jurors were told.

On the day Joshua was fatally injured, Tautz said she was in her “usual” mood. She spent 20 minutes with Joshua in the living room before putting him in his cot for a nap as she did some sewing nearby. She picked him up because he started crying “very intensively” and his face was red and swollen, Tautz said.

She told jurors: “Then he stopped crying and I thought he was choking so I put him on his belly and tapped his back.”

Tautz said Joshua did not appear to be breathing by then and she “got scared” and rushed into the bathroom and tried to make him vomit. When that did not work, she ran outside with Joshua in her arms to ask for help.

Tautz said: “I was absolutely scared. I didn’t know what happened to him.” She denied shaking Joshua in an attempt to revive him. 


The court heard that Joshua’s parents did not want to make a victim impact statement. Johnson said: “They do not wish to place their thoughts as to the loss of Joshua before the court, but perhaps it goes without saying one can only begin to imagine the loss, particularly of a child.” 


Bernard Richmond QC, in mitigation, highlighted “worrying features” of the case which led to a “moment of madness”. He said: “She was a young woman with a very limited amount of training with a baby who had obviously very difficult needs. 


“She was not fully qualified and ultimately, her pay reflected her degree of training.” He told the court she also lacked “resilience” to deal with the circumstances of the case. 
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Exporters to the UK have been shrinking the size of products such as chocolate bars and fruit juices since the Brexit vote but not reducing the prices they charge British consumers in the shops, the government has been privately warned by European port officials.

Minutes of a meeting between the Department for Transport and ports on either side of the Channel reveal concerns that the drop in the value of the pound since last June has prompted companies to offer shoppers in the UK less value for money for food and drink. 

The issue was raised by officials speaking for Zeebrugge, the Belgian port through which 17m tonnes of products arrive in the UK every year, the Guardian can reveal. The minutes of the meeting in Brussels note: “The Port of Zeebrugge expressed its concerns over the currency devaluation of the pound sterling, which since the referendum on Brexit fell 15%.”

They continued: “The industry that is located in the port of Zeebrugge has responded to this fall of the pound sterling by offering slightly smaller units of certain products for export to the UK, yet keeping the same selling price for those products (examples include bottling orange juice in bottles of 950ml instead of one litre, decreasing the amount of chocolate in a chocolate bar, etc).






Austerity bites? Less chocolate for your money as packets shrink








“In short, customers pay the same price and have the same quality of product, but receive less quantity.”

The UK imports 48% of its food and the plummeting value of the pound has increased costs for importers. Companies have until now, however, largely denied the influence of Brexit on cuts to the sizes of products, including the infamously redesigned Toblerone bar.

As Theresa May took to the campaign trail championing the “great opportunities of Brexit,” Tim Farron, the leader of the Liberal Democrats, warned: “This is a stealth Brexit squeeze on British consumers. While Theresa May is setting her rosy vision of Brexit, the reality is shoppers are already losing out.

“We will stand up against a bad Brexit deal that would push up prices further, and give people the final say.”

The shrinking of chocolate and drinks being sold in the UK was, however, only one of the issues raised during the discussions between Whitehall officials and the European Sea Ports Organisation’s Brexit working group on 31 January, the document reveals.

Dover, Calais and Dublin ports voiced their fears about how they would cope with installing the infrastructure required for customs controls once the UK leaves the customs union and single market in March 2019.

Calais said it “does not have enough available space to accommodate customs controls for the vast amount of traffic passing through the port,” the minutes report. “The port was not planned for accommodating huge queues of lorries.”

The minutes add: “Calais also highlighted that currently there is not enough customs personnel to perform the customs controls if the UK would leave the customs union” and “the UK’s intention to constrain the free movement of people is considered as problematic”.

In this scenario, the port explained, “the UK would have to conclude bilateral visa agreements with third countries, which would complicate the visa controls for the French police”.

The port’s representatives added that “given the massive amount of passenger traffic that runs through the port, the French police would not be able to deal with all the exceptions”.

The British transport officials present were also told that “if customs controls would be reintroduced, the port of Dublin would need an estimated three hectares of land dedicated for customs”.

The minutes note: “This would be problematic, as the port already has space constraints to expand due to its location. The port’s approach in its masterplan is to further develop the land it has now, instead of expanding.

“Thus, dedicating three hectares of the available land to customs would be problematic. Reintroducing customs controls would also come with additional costs for customers of the port, since the turnaround time for a ship would increase. A possible solution to cope with the aforementioned customs related challenges could be to have UK customs in the port of Dublin and Irish customs on UK soil.”

A spokesman for the Department for Transport said they did not comment on leaks. 
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University of Edinburgh final-year students told 'graduation cancelled' | Education | The Guardian

Officials at the University of Edinburgh were left red-faced after a system glitch sent emails to students sitting final-year exams informing them that they would fail to graduate as planned.

Students who were registered to graduate this summer received a mysterious email headed “Graduation ceremony cancelled – no award”, sent shortly after midnight on Thursday morning.

“We are now advised that you are not expected to complete your studies until later in the year, and therefore we presume that you may be eligible to attend the next available graduation ceremony,” the email read.




Calum 
(@Calum9393)
The University of Edinburgh sent this to all final year undergraduates this morning 'in error.' Pretty big error to make #ThursdayThoughts pic.twitter.com/U10ZrUq354


June 1, 2017




After queries from worried students the university quickly apologised for the confusion, assuring students eligible to graduate that their ceremonies would go ahead as planned.

“This email was issued in error so please ignore it. No graduations have been cancelled,” Barry Neilson, Edinburgh’s service excellence programme lead said in a message to the students affected.

“We are still looking into the root cause of this error. Meanwhile we would like to apologise unreservedly for any stress that this error has caused you at what we know is a stressful time.”



Edinburgh University 
(@EdinburghUni)
We can reassure you that no graduations have been cancelled - please ignore a recent email that we are urgently investigating #EdinburghGrad


June 1, 2017




The university said the emails were thought to have been caused by a system software error.

“There was no breach of our systems and no student data was compromised. The university has written to all students affected to reassure them that their graduations have not been cancelled and asking them to ignore the emails,” the university said.
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UK manufacturing in healthy shape despite election uncertainty | Business | The Guardian

Britain’s manufacturers stepped up production and hiring last month to keep pace with strong demand from home and abroad.

The closely watched poll of factory sentiment came in just ahead of City economists’ expectations and suggested firms were shrugging off any uncertainty created by the general election. However, the responses from about 600 companies were collected between 12 and 25 May – before opinion polls started to show a significant narrowing in the Conservatives’ lead.

There were still signs that the Brexit blow to the pound was ramping up manufacturers’ costs in May, but the pace of price rises eased off recent highs. There was also further evidence that the pound’s weakness was helping exports by making UK goods cheaper for overseas buyers.

The headline factory activity index on the IHS Markit/CIPS UK Manufacturing PMI edged down to 56.7 in May from April’s three-year high of 57.3. A reading above 50 signals expansion; below signals contraction. The index (pdf) briefly fell below that watermark after last June’s EU referendum but has now been in growth territory for 10 months.

“The strong PMI numbers suggest the manufacturing sector has gained growth momentum in the second quarter after the sluggish start of the year,” said Rob Dobson, a senior economist at survey compiler IHS Markit. “The ongoing strength of the domestic market remains the main driver of the upturn. Growth of new export business played a lesser role in comparison, with the trend in foreign demand continuing to improve only in fits and starts, despite the assistance of a historically weak sterling exchange rate.”

The survey’s forward-looking measures suggested that the manufacturing sector could maintain its relatively solid pace of expansion. Growth of new orders, backlogs of work and business optimism were all strong. Against that backdrop, manufacturers took on new workers at the fastest pace since mid-2014.

The upbeat survey will provide some support to those commentators who believe a strong manufacturing sector can offset some of the economic pain from a consumer spending slowdown this year. Higher prices and slow wage growth have eroded household budgets, denting the main driving force for UK GDP growth. 

The consumer squeeze was a key factor in the sharp slowdown in economic growth in the first quarter of 2017. Survey data has suggested the second quarter got off to a stronger start but economists warn that uncertainty stemming from Brexit negotiations could derail any upswing. They also advise against overplaying the importance of any strength in the manufacturing sector given it only makes up a 10th of the economy.
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Mick Galvin, a 30-year veteran of the Scunthorpe steelworks, is feeling chipper. Along with more than 4,000 colleagues, he is celebrating the end of a year-long agreement to give up 3% of their wages to help secure the future of British Steel.

The restoration of their pay coincides with a return to the black – a £47m underlying profit capping a dramatic turnaround since the plant slumped to a £79m loss in its final year under the stewardship of former owner Tata Steel UK. Employees have also been given a 5% stake in the company, meaning they will share in any dividends, if and when there are any to be handed out.






Scunthorpe steelworkers plan for a brighter future








“It shows the company has stuck to its word,” says Galvin, a shift manager in the plant’s rod mill. “We showed faith in them and they’ve shown faith in us. The mood is positive and that’s good for the town and particularly for the young people.”


Behind him, a four-tonne length of steel, heated to 1,080C, glows incandescent orange as it rolls through the mill to be made into wire coil, which is used in items ranging from paperclips to the metal ropes that support the Humber Bridge.

The intense light and heat given off by this industrial process seemed at risk of being snuffed out just 18 months ago as the once sturdy UK steel industry looked doomed. Overcapacity in Europe, slow demand and competition from Chinese steel producers that were flooding the global markets with cheap subsidised product made for a bleak future.

From Port Talbot to Teesside, Britain’s once-proud steelmaking industry appeared destined for the scrapyard. Some steelworks, such as the Redcar plant near Middlesbrough, did not survive.

 “It got to the stage where you were worrying about your job,” says Galvin. “It was doom and gloom.”

Colleague Ian Strickland, one of the operators, already knew how it felt to see a steel mill go cold. He came to Scunthorpe 12 years ago after the mill he worked on in Rotherham closed down. “It was pretty bad,” he remembers. “My daughter was only three or four and I thought that was it, you’re on the scrapheap.”

Scunthorpe offered him a lifeline, although more than a decade later he has not stopped ribbing colleagues about the sleepier atmosphere in his new home town. 

But, like Galvin, he feels the mood at the plant has been turned on its head, just 18 months after its survival appeared uncertain.

Scunthorpe sorely needed a saviour after Tata, the Indian conglomerate that owned the remnants of British Steel, declared it could see no way forward for its UK operations and planned to pull out.

While national attention focused around the uncertain future of Port Talbot in south Wales, Scunthorpe was in just as dire straits. But last summer, it quietly found a buyer in Greybull Capital, an investment firm run by the little-known Meyohas brothers, Marc and Nathaniel, two London-based French investors who specialise in reviving distressed companies.

Tata was willing to sell its “long products” division, including Scunthorpe, for just £1 as it beat a relieved retreat from a heavily loss-making operation.

The rapid recovery has been founded on cost cuts and efficiency measures that, according to hints that hang heavy in the air here, were long overdue.

The takeover saved 4,000 jobs and, according to some estimates, up to four times that many in sectors reliant on the steel industry. Greybull will invest a further £40m this year in a bid to accelerate the resurgence.

The new owner even revived the defunct British Steel brand, a symbolic declaration that this industry was, if not back to its heyday, at least in recovery mode. It was a smart move, given the mixed publicity that Greybull had encountered following previous UK deals.

The investment firm enjoyed some success with its rescue of Monarch airlines. Staff had to accept pay cuts to keep the business afloat but Greybull has since poured £165m into the company to breathe new life into it.

But its previous foray into the public eye was more painful. Greybull was one of the investors in a controversial deal, led by private investment group OpCapita, for doomed electricals retailer Comet in 2011. The takeover attracted bitter opprobrium and political scrutiny, with investors accused of taking millions out of the company even as it went bust and staff lost their jobs.

So far, however, the picture for British Steel has been more Monarch than Comet.
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  Theresa May visiting British Steel. Photograph: Dan Kitwood/Getty Images




The plant was back in the black within 100 days of its acquisition from Tata in June 2016. And the £47m underlying profit declared for the full financial year is just a starting point, according to the executive chairman, Roland Junck. He talked of a £240m turnaround from Tata’s valedictory £79m loss, indicating £120m of annual earnings is within reach.

So powerful is the reflected glory of Scunthorpe’s phoenix-like resurgence that Theresa May chose to bask in it during the early days of the election campaign. In a tightly controlled photo call, she boasted of the support provided by government and declared UK steel to be “at the heart of our modern industrial strategy”.

Junck now wants May to make good on the rhetoric by offering British firms a “level playing field” – code for cheaper energy bills and lower business rates. He also wants more government contracts, having supplied 35 miles of track for the Crossrail project from British Steel’s sizeable rail business.

And Junck has a stark warning for anyone prepared to let the UK fall back on World Trade Organisation tariffs rather than sign a trade deal on EU terms. He thinks the outcome unlikely but warns: “If for one second we believed that scenario would happen, we would not make investment, because it would make no sense.”

That’s a robust counterpoint to the notion, put forward by May, that no Brexit deal at all is better than a bad one.

If she returns as prime minister after the election, steelworkers must hope that trade negotiations do not once more cast a shadow over the UK steel industry. Otherwise, it seems unlikely that May will be welcome at the Scunthorpe steelworks ever again.
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Bolton hospital monitored mother's heart rather than baby's | UK news | The Guardian

A hospital has admitted negligence after staff mistakenly monitored a mother’s heart rate instead of her baby’s. The baby, Sadie Pye, was starved of oxygen at birth and died hours later. 


Her mother, Danielle Johnston, 31, had her labour induced at the Royal Bolton hospital in June 2011 after developing gestational diabetes when she was eight months pregnant. She said midwives noticed that the baby’s heart rate shot up after her waters were broken, but said it went back to normal about 30 minutes later. 

She said: “A doctor came in to see me and said he would come back to check on Sadie’s heart rate, but left me with the trainee midwife. He didn’t come back. 

“I was in lots of pain, so had an epidural, but I kept going in and out of consciousness. It was weird and I knew something wasn’t right. A midwife noticed this and seemed to panic. She was looking at the CTG monitor (to monitor the baby’s heartbeat) and expressed concern.” 

It was later revealed that staff were mistakenly monitoring Johnston’s heart rate instead of the baby’s. Experts found that if Sadie’s heart rate had been monitored correctly, doctors would have realised she was in distress and could have delivered her earlier. 


Johnston, from Salford, said the delivery was delayed further when midwives were unable to cut the umbilical cord. She said: “The midwives were trying to cut the cord and it was all really traumatic. The student midwife was told to cut the cord but she said she had never done it. Another midwife tried to cut it and couldn’t do it. It seemed to take a lifetime and I felt so helpless.” 

Sadie was later transferred to Arrowe Park hospital in Wirral, after doctors said she had minor brain damage, but on the way Johnston and her husband, Rob Pye, were told she had suffered a cardiac arrest. At Arrowe Park, doctors switched off her life support and the couple stayed with Sadie until she passed away. 

Johnston, who has since had another daughter, Bobbi, said: “Her death and what happened didn’t hit me until I went home without my baby. All the stuff we’d bought for her was there and I just wanted to curl up and die.”

Bolton Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has since admitted that the care given to the mother and baby was negligent and settled a legal case brought by the family for an undisclosed sum. 

Lauren Tully, a clinical negligence specialist from Slater and Gordon law firm, who represented the family, said: “Danielle and Rob have faced a long battle to get justice for Sadie and they are relieved it is finally at an end. It is deeply concerning that it wasn’t just one thing but a catalogue of errors that contributed to her tragic death, and that is why it is so important that the trust looks closely at what went wrong and what can be done to make sure this doesn’t happen again.” 

A spokeswoman for the Bolton NHS Foundation Trust said: “We are deeply sorry for the circumstances that led to the sad death of Ms Johnston’s daughter, Sadie. The trust carried out a full review into the care that Ms Johnston and her daughter received whilst they were patients at the hospital, and actions were identified and taken to minimise the risk of an incident of this nature happening again.

“We once again extend our apologies to the family for their loss.”
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Parents of zookeeper Rosa King killed by tiger pay tribute | UK news | The Guardian

The parents of a zookeeper who was killed after a tiger entered the enclosure where she was working at Hamerton Zoo Park, in Cambridgeshire, have paid tribute to their daughter.

Police and the council are still investigating the death on Monday of the keeper, 34-year-old Rosa King.

Her parents, Peter and Andrea, thanked well-wishers who had shown an “abundance of love and sympathy”, adding in a statement: “Rosa was a dedicated professional when it came to her work. She lived and breathed a vocation that meant the world to her, living her dream. She had a care and understanding of her animals that was a joy and privilege to behold.”

The said her younger brother, Mark, “like his parents, had nothing but love and admiration for her”. They told how she had been passionate about animals since she first sat on a horse at the age of two. “After that, her life was always going to be about animals,” their statement continued. 

“She lived her life to the full and was a very caring, generous, person. She would stand up for those who couldn’t stand up for themselves including the animals, and campaigned and raised money for animal charities.”

The Kings said their daughter did a skydive in 2014 to raise money for the charity AnimalsAsia before going to China to visit the organisation’s sanctuary for Asian black bears, known as moon bears. She had also recently returned from a trip to visit a rehabilitation centre for sun bears in Borneo.

Her family said her attitude to the animal kingdom could be summed up in the statement: “When I look into the eyes of an animal I do not see an animal. 
“I see a living being. I see a friend. I feel a soul.”

The family have asked for privacy.

Distressed staff threw meat into the enclosure in a desperate attempt to help King during the incident on the morning of Bank Holiday Monday. Cambridgeshire police said there was a joint investigation with Huntingdonshire district council and said the tiger had not been harmed.

Meanwhile, a public petition on change.org, calling for the tiger who mauled the keeper not to be euthanised, had gathered more than 6,000 signatures by Thursday afternoon.

A Hamerton zoo spokesman said: “Our thoughts and deepest condolences are with Rosa’s family and friends, many of whom worked alongside her at the zoo. We are cooperating fully with the investigation that is currently being conducted by Huntingdonshire district council environmental health department. The zoo will remain closed for the time being. We are not able to comment further at this time.” 


The zoo was told to improve its emergency systems following an inspection in 2013. The council refused to confirm whether that was the latest inspection or whether the findings had been complied with.
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Soho was once known for being the underbelly of London’s gangland, but criminals – much like the wave of gentrification – have moved east to trendier spots like Dalston and Shoreditch, according to the author of a book on global criminality.

Conor Woodman spent four years exploring the criminal underbellies of cities around the world, from the pickpocketing gangs of Barcelona to elaborate scammers in Mumbai who con tourists at the airport.

When it came to investigating London, the city Woodman calls home, he automatically began looking in Soho.

“Soho used to be this hotbed of vice and iniquity, it was where all the crime happened,” Woodman told the Hay literary festival in Wales. “When I started in London I looked in Soho and found actually it is not really there. It has moved east because most of the nightlife has moved east to places like Dalston and Shoreditch and a lot of the crime has gone with it.”

Woodman said he was hoping to uncover Eastern European and Turkish organised gangs, “but I didn’t find much evidence of that. I found a lot of addiction and a lot of poverty which was the motivation for crime. It is quite bleak.”







Hay festival 2017: Cory Doctorow, Helen Fielding and Shashi Tharoor – podcast








He said phone theft was a “massive phenomenon in London” because “for a thief it is a guaranteed £250-300 whereas a wallet might have nothing in it. There is a whole industry in knocked-off phones.”

To his surprise, Woodman said he also discovered that clip joints are still “a thing in London”.

Clip joints are clubs where male punters are promised cheap drinks and good- looking women but the bar bill invariably turns out to be astronomical. The nice but very large bouncer who let you in then becomes not so nice.

“It is called a clip joint because your wings have been clipped,” Woodman said. “I’ve investigated clip joints in different places around the world and I was surprised to find they are still operating in London, right in the centre of Covent Garden actually. London is full of surprises and full of crime.”

Woodman, who was discussing his book Sharks: Investigating the Criminal Heart of the Global City, also spent time in Barcelona with pickpocketing gangs who operate with ruthless efficiency in popular tourist areas like the Ramblas. They always target tourists because they are so unlikely to go to the police.

“It is nuts what’s going on in Barcelona, the laws on thievery in Barcelona are so lax that there is a queue of thieves trying to get in there to operate.”

Woodman said he was amazed by the amount of people who sauntered along with wallets in their back pockets. Also, he told the Hay audience, never walk along with the two zips of your backpack fastened so they meet in the middle.

“Pickpockets said to me it is the easiest thing in the world to open.”
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An overtime ban by drivers that was set to cause major disruption for Southern rail passengers from Sunday onwards has been suspended for two weeks.

The drivers’ union, Aslef, said the move would allow time for fresh negotiations to try to resolve the long-running dispute over driver-only operation of trains. 

A previous overtime ban that ran from December into January left Southern struggling to run many services, with some branch lines entirely closed. The company relies on overtime to fill its rosters.






Seaford: the town cut off by the Southern rail dispute








The union will also hold pay negotiations with Southern’s operating company, Govia Thameslink Railway, and discuss terms and conditions, in what it describes as “parallel but separate” talks. 

Mick Whelan, general secretary of Aslef, met Southern managers on Thursday. He said: “Industrial action is always the last resort; we would much rather talk, and negotiate, than take industrial action.


 “The company has indicated that it is prepared to negotiate with us on a range of outstanding issues and, therefore, we have suspended our overtime ban. We now have a fortnight to try and find a resolution which will work for passengers, for staff, and for the company, too.”

Nick Brown, chief operating officer of GTR, welcomed the move and said: “We aim to continue to find a way forward over the next few weeks and finally bring matters to a conclusion.”

Drivers voted overwhelmingly to strike in December. Aslef has twice agreed a tentative deal with GTR, which has been rejected by drivers, many of whom retain concerns about safety of driver-only operated trains and have been angered by the company over the course of the dispute, which started in early 2016. 
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Beckham-backed film funding firm loses fight against £700m tax bill | Politics | The Guardian

A controversial film-funding scheme whose celebrity investors included David Beckham, Gary Lineker and Ant and Dec has lost its latest court battle against a £700m tax bill.

The financing firm behind the scheme, Ingenious, immediately said it would appeal against the ruling.

Ingenious had attracted 1,400 investors – who also included Wayne Rooney and Jeremy Paxman – with the promise of profits as well as tax breaks by supporting films such as Avatar and Life of Pi.

However, HMRC argued such schemes were not legitimate investments but a means of avoiding tax, and last August a court ruled investors should only receive tax relief on 30% not 100% of their investment.

The two sides failed to agree on the terms of the ruling, with HMRC believing it meant the production costs associated with making the films were capital costs, and thus the investors were not due any tax relief on this either.

Ingenious said it “strongly disputed this interpretation on the basis that it was completely at odds with the whole thrust of a very lengthy and closely argued judgment”.

In a new ruling clarifying the original decision, tribunal judge Charles Hellier has agreed none of the tax deductions were allowable. But he admitted “misgivings and reluctance” over the decision, adding: “We have not found this an easy decision, and are comforted by the fact that others have had similar difficulties with the concept of capital.” 

HMRC said: “We are pleased that the tribunal has agreed with us that the vast majority of what was claimed in tax relief by Ingenious investors was simply not due.”

Confirming that Ingenious would appeal, a spokesperson said: “We strongly disagree with the tribunal’s clarification of a technical matter from its summer 2016 ruling. It is wholly unsatisfactory that the tribunal reached this decision with ‘misgivings and reluctance’. We will be appealing the entire decision of the tribunal.”

A source said most of the disputed tax bills had already been paid by investors but would be reclaimed from HMRC if the financing firm won its appeal.
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Nigel Farage is a “person of interest” in the US counter-intelligence investigation that is looking into possible collusion between the Kremlin and Donald Trump’s presidential campaign, the Guardian has been told.


Sources with knowledge of the investigation said the former Ukip leader had raised the interest of FBI investigators because of his relationships with individuals connected to both the Trump campaign and Julian Assange, the WikiLeaks founder whom Farage visited in March. 






 

He’s right in the middle of these relationships. He turns up over and over again






 


WikiLeaks published troves of hacked emails last year that damaged Hillary Clinton’s campaign and is suspected of having cooperated with Russia through third parties, according to recent congressional testimony by the former CIA director John Brennan, who also said the adamant denials of collusion by Assange and Russia were disingenuous.


Farage has not been accused of wrongdoing and is not a suspect or a target of the US investigation. But being a person of interest means investigators believe he may have information about the acts that are under investigation and he may therefore be subject to their scrutiny.

Sources who spoke to the Guardian said it was Farage’s proximity to people at the heart of the investigation that was being examined as an element in their broader inquiry into how Russia may have worked with Trump campaign officials to influence the US election.


“One of the things the intelligence investigators have been looking at is points of contact and persons involved,” one source said. “If you triangulate Russia, WikiLeaks, Assange and Trump associates the person who comes up with the most hits is Nigel Farage.

“He’s right in the middle of these relationships. He turns up over and over again. There’s a lot of attention being paid to him.”

The source mentioned Farage’s links with Roger Stone, Trump’s long-time political adviser who has admitted being in contact with Guccifer 2.0, a hacker whom US intelligence agencies believe to be a Kremlin agent.
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  Roger Stone in his office in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Photograph: Miami Herald/MCT via Getty Images




Farage’s spokesman said he had never worked with Russian officials, and described the Guardian’s questions about Farage’s activities as “verging on the hysterical”.


“Nigel has never been to Russia, let alone worked with their authorities,” the spokesman said. But he did not respond to questions about whether Farage was aware of the FBI inquiry; had hired a lawyer in connection to the matter; or when Farage first met Trump.

The spokesman also declined to comment on whether Farage had received compensation from the Russian state-backed media group RT for his media appearances. RT, which has featured Farage about three times over the last 18 months, also declined to comment, citing confidentiality.

On Thursday Farage dismissed the story as “fake news”. He said he visited Assange at the Ecuadorian embassy in March at the behest of LBC Radio “with a view to conducting an interview”.

He added: “I consider it extremely doubtful that I could be a person of interest to the FBI as I have no connections to Russia.”

Farage has said he only met Assange once has but declined to say how long the two have known each other.


The FBI’s national press office said it had no comment on Farage. 


The former Ukip leader has voiced his support for the Russian president, calling Vladimir Putin the leader he most admired, in a 2014 interview. Ukip also has history with Assange: Gerard Batten, a Ukip member of the European parliament (MEP), defended the Wikileaks founder in a speech in the European parliament in 2011.
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One source familiar with the US investigation told the Guardian that the examination of Farage’s activities was considered especially delicate given his role as an MEP.

Neither Farage nor Trump have made a secret of their admiration for one another. They emerged as unlikely winners last year in contests that have reshaped the world order: Britain’s vote to leave the EU and Trump’s surprise ascendency to the White House.


Both men credited their ability to tap into the worries of struggling and neglected citizens for their victories. But at the heart of the US investigation lies a deeper question: whether Trump campaign officials and people close to the former reality TV star sought to work with state players in Russia to try to influence the US election result.

Last July, Farage attended the Republican national convention in Cleveland, Ohio, when Trump became the party’s nominee. 

According to an account by the Ukip donor Arron Banks, Farage first met Trump at a campaign stop in Mississippi in August, where he spoke at a Trump campaign event.


But Farage’s relationships with people close to the US president began years earlier. Farage first met Steve Bannon, Trump’s strategist and former campaign chief executive, in the summer of 2012, when Bannon, who was interested in rightwing movements in Europe, invited the then Ukip leader to spend a few days in New York and Washington, according to an account in the New Yorker magazine.

There Farage was introduced to, among others, the staff of the then senator Jeff Sessions, who is now the US attorney general. Speaking of his longtime admiration for Bannon, Farage told the New Yorker last year: “I have got a very, very high regard for that man’s brain.”









 
Nigel Farage dismisses Russia link as ‘hysterical nonsense’




Two years later, in 2014, Breitbart News, of which Bannon was executive chair, opened an office in London. A top editor, Raheem Kassam, later went on to work as Farage’s chief of staff. 

In 2015, Breitbart News arranged a dinner in Farage’s honour at “the embassy”, the nickname for the house the news group rented in Washington. According to a report in Bloomberg, attendees were “blown away” by Farage’s speech at the event, which was also attended by Sessions.

Then, on 24 June last year, the day after the UK voted to leave the EU, Farage thanked Bannon during an interview for Breitbart News’s coverage of the leave campaign. Bannon, in turn, congratulated Farage on his victory, saying he had led an extraordinary “David v Goliath” campaign.

Farage’s ties to Stone are also under scrutiny, it is understood. Stone has frequently publicised his relationship with Assange and described him on Twitter as “my hero”. 


Stone publicly predicted the 2016 release of hacked emails from the Clinton campaign that now lie at the heart of the federal inquiry. Democrats on the House intelligence committee have named Stone in their hearings and, according to the New York Times, he is now under investigation.


Last summer, just a few weeks before Farage met Trump in Mississippi, Stone bragged about having a “mutual friend” who served as an intermediary between himself and Assange. He also mentioned in a separate tweet that he had dinner with Farage, though the date of the encounter is unclear. 


After Trump’s victory, Farage was one of the first foreign politicians to meet and celebrate with the Republican president-elect, and had his picture taken with Trump in front of a golden elevator in Trump Tower just days after the US election.




Nigel Farage 
(@Nigel_Farage)
It was a great honour to spend time with @realDonaldTrump. He was relaxed and full of good ideas. I'm confident he will be a good President. pic.twitter.com/kx8cGRHYPQ


November 12, 2016




In November, Trump suggested in a tweet Farage should become the UK’s ambassador to the US.



Donald J. Trump 
(@realDonaldTrump)
Many people would like to see @Nigel_Farage represent Great Britain as their Ambassador to the United States. He would do a great job!


November 22, 2016




The tweet prompted a curt response from Downing Street, which pointed out that there was “no vacancy”. A spokesman said: “We already have an excellent ambassador.” 

The pair met again in February, when they had dinner together with Trump’s daughter and adviser, Ivanka, and her husband and White House adviser, Jared Kushner.


Farage was asked about his relationship with Assange in a recent interview with Die Zeit, the German newspaper, after he was seen on 9 March leaving the Ecuadorian embassy where Assange has lived for years. Farage, who declared he had “never received a penny from Russia”, said he met Assange for “journalistic reasons”. 

Pressed on his meetings with Russian officials in the past, Farage initially denied having had any, but then acknowledged that he had met Alexander Yakovenko, the Russian ambassador to the UK, in 2013. 

Asked by Die Zeit what he was doing now, and whether he saw himself as a politician or a journalist, Farage concluded: “Changing public opinion. That’s what I have been doing for 20 years. Using television, media. Shifting public opinion. That’s what I am good at.”

A spokesman for Farage told the Guardian he had only met Assange on that one occasion. “The meeting was organised by a broadcaster, they could have easily sent another presenter instead.”


Key players in Russia-Trump investigation





Donald Trump
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The US president’s campaign team and people close to him are being investigated for possibly colluding with Russian state actors to influence the outcome of last November’s election. Trump, who has called the investigation “fake news” and recently fired the FBI director leading the case, was a staunch defender of Farage’s Brexit campaign and has met the former Ukip leader, whom he proposed several times as a possible UK ambassador to the US. While Trump recently said he would be OK with the US arresting Assange for leaks of sensitive information, he has previously sided with the Wikileaks founder, repeating Assange’s claim that he did not receive support from Russia.

Nigel Farage
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The former Ukip leader was an enthusiastic supporter of Trump’s presidential campaign and attended the 2016 Republican national convention. He also has links with Steve Bannon, Trump’s White House strategist, and Roger Stone, the president’s decades-long political mentor. Farage has praised Vladimir Putin as a strong leader and has appeared several times on RT, Russia’s English-language propaganda channel. Farage has declined to say how much money RT paid him. Sources say Farage is a “person of interest” in the FBI’s investigation into whether Trump’s associates colluded with Russia during the presidential election.

Steve Bannon
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The president’s chief White House strategist, who served as chief executive of the Trump campaign, has known Farage since 2012, when he was working as a senior editor at Breitbart News, the rightwing news website. The former investment banker – seen as the driving force behind Trump’s “America First” nationalist policies – hosted Farage in the US while he was leading Ukip and introduced him to key US conservatives. Breitbart strongly supported the leave campaign during the EU referendum in the UK and Bannon is seen as the main conduit between Trump and Farage. 

Roger Stone
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The Republican operative, who has known Trump for decades, is at the centre of the FBI investigation. Stone, who reportedly keeps in touch with Trump, boasted last year that he had a “back channel” to Julian Assange, the Wikileaks founder, and predicted the release by Wikileaks of emails that damaged Hillary Clinton’s campaign. Last summer, Stone tweeted that he had dinner with Farage – confirming the pair’s relationship – and had contact with Guccifer 2.0, who claimed responsibility for the hacking of Democratic party emails.

Julian Assange
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The editor-in-chief of WikiLeaks played a key role in the release of hacked Democratic party emails, according to US intelligence agencies. They allege Russian hackers working for two Moscow spy agencies – the GRU and the FSB – gave the emails to Assange in London. WikiLeaks then published the leaked emails in July and October. This damaged Clinton’s campaign and helped Trump’s, US intelligence says. Assange denies the emails came from a state. In March, Farage visited Assange at the Ecuadorian embassy in London, just days after he had dined with Trump in Washington.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jun/01/nigel-farage-is-person-of-interest-in-fbi-investigation-into-trump-and-russia



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Donald Trump’s administration has asked the US supreme court to allow his ban on travelers from six Muslim-majority nations to come into effect after it was blocked by lower courts that deemed it discriminatory.


 The administration filed two emergency applications with the nine justices seeking to block two different lower court rulings that went against Trump’s 6 March order barring entry for people from Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen for 90 days while the US government implements stricter visa screening.

On May 25 the 4th US circuit court of appeals in Richmond, Virginia upheld a Maryland judge’s ruling blocking the order. The administration also filed a separate appeal in that case.

 “We have asked the supreme court to hear this important case and are confident that President Trump’s executive order is well within his lawful authority to keep the nation safe and protect our communities from terrorism,” said justice department spokeswoman Sarah Isgur Flores.






Trump's travel ban is a test for the US supreme court – and the country | Amir Ali








 At least five votes are needed on the nine-justice court in order to grant a stay. The court has a 5-4 conservative majority including Justice Anthony Kennedy, who is the frequent swing vote but sometimes sides with the court’s four liberals. Another of the court’s conservatives, Neil Gorsuch, was appointed by Trump this year.

 If the government’s request is granted the ban would go into effect.

 In its 10-3 ruling the US 4th circuit court of appeals said challengers of the ban, including refugee groups and others represented by the American Civil Liberties Union, were likely to succeed on their claim that the order violated the US constitution’s bar against favoring or discriminating against a particular religion.

 The March ban was Trump’s second effort to implement travel restrictions on people from several Muslim-majority countries through an executive order. The first, issued on 27 January, led to chaos and protests at airports and in major US cities before it was blocked in the courts.

 The second order was intended to overcome the legal issues posed by the original ban, but it was blocked by judges before it could go into effect on 16 March.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/02/trump-goes-to-supreme-court-in-attempt-to-revive-travel-ban
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Google to build adblocker into Chrome browser to tackle intrusive ads | Technology | The Guardian

Google has confirmed it will build an adblocker into its Chrome browser from next year as it targets the most intrusive online adverts.

The web giant is working with the Coalition for Better Ads, an independent group comprised of tech companies, publishers and major advertisers and agencies, that aims to improve the experience of web browsing.

Sridhar Ramaswamy, Google’s senior vice president for ads and commerce, wrote in a blogpost: “It’s far too common that people encounter annoying, intrusive ads on the web – like the kind that blare music unexpectedly, or force you to wait 10 seconds before you can see the content on the page. 

“These frustrating experiences can lead some people to block all ads – taking a big toll on the content creators, journalists, web developers and videographers who depend on ads to fund their content creation.”

By blocking just the most annoying ads, Google hopes it can improve browsing experience and protect its business model. Advertising makes up 86% of its revenue and it does not want people blocking all ads. About 1 in 4 people are estimated to have used a desktop adblocker and about 1 in 10 on phones.

The majority of Google’s own ads already comply with the Coalition’s standards. Its largest single revenue source – keyword adverts on search pages – is already seen as the gold standard of acceptability.
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  Google’s ad revenue comes from users on the open web, where adblockers are unhindered in how much content they can filter out of users browsing. Photograph: Yui Mok/PA




Chrome, which holds 54% of the global browser market according to data from StatCounter, already blocks some adverts such as pop-ups, which were the scourge of the internet in the early 00s. From early 2018 it will block any that fall foul of the Better Ads Standard, including, it says, those owned or served by Google itself.

The standards were drawn up after “comprehensive research” involving more than 25,000 participants. On desktop they ban “pop-up ads, autoplaying video ads with sound, prestitial ads with countdown timers and large sticky ads”. On mobile “pop-up ads, prestitial ads, ads with density greater than 30%, flashing animated ads, autoplay video ads with sound, poststitial ads with countdown, full-screen scroll-over ads, and large sticky ads” are outlawed.

The European Commissioner for Competition, Margrethe Vestager, has previously said the EU would follow Google’s moves around adblocking and their impact “closely”.

Unlike Google’s biggest digital advertising competitor, Facebook, the majority of Google’s ad revenue comes from users on the open web, where adblockers are technologically unhindered in how much content they can filter out of users’ browsing experience. 

Facebook, with its 1.74bn mobile monthly users has an audience increasingly using the company’s own smartphone apps, leaving it largely protected from the adblocking boom, though it has still taken a more aggressive stance towards the tools, actively seeking to bypass them on its desktop website.

Google also announced what it calls Funding Choices, a programme available to publishers in North America, the UK, Germany, Australia and New Zealand to generate revenue from adblocking users. Funding Choices identifies adblockers and asks them to either enable ads or to pay to remove them. Users pay using a new digital wallet, Google Contributor, which charges a micropayment for each ad-free visit and passes on revenue to publishers, but also gives Google a cut. 

Google has been trialling similar programmes for some time but to a muted reception from both publishers, who can implement similar systems themselves without giving money to Google, and users, who have shown no great enthusiasm for a micropayments system.
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The price of raw ivory in Asia has fallen dramatically since the Chinese government announced plans to ban its domestic legal ivory trade, according to new research seen by the Guardian. Poaching, however, is not dropping in parallel.


Undercover investigators from the Wildlife Justice Commission (WJC) have been visiting traders in Hanoi over the last three years. In 2015 they were being offered raw ivory for an average of US$1322/kg in 2015, but by October 2016 that price had dropped to $750/kg, and by February this year prices were as much as 50% lower overall, at $660/kg.

Traders complain that the ivory business has become very “difficult and unprofitable”, and are saying they want to get rid of their stock, according to the unpublished report seen by the Guardian. Worryingly, however, others are stockpiling waiting for prices to go up again. 

Of all the ivory industries across Asia, it is Vietnam that has increased its production of illegal ivory items the fastest in the last decade, according to Save the Elephants. Vietnam now has one of the largest illegal ivory markets in the world, with the majority of tusks being brought in from Africa. Although historically ivory carving is not considered a prestigious art form in Vietnam, as it is in China, the number of carvers has increased greatly. 

The demand for the worked pieces comes mostly from mainland China. Until recently, the chances of being arrested at the border slim due to inefficient law enforcement. But the prices for raw ivory are now declining as the Chinese market slows; this is partly due to China’s economic slowdown, and also to the announcement that the country will close down its domestic ivory trade. China’s ivory factories were officially shut down by 31 March 2017, and all the retail outlets will be closed by the end of the year. 


Other countries have been taking similarly positive action on ivory, although the UK lags behind. Theresa May quietly dropped the conservative commitment to ban ivory from her manifesto, but voters have picked it up and there has been fury across social media. 







Alone, China's ban on ivory could make life worse for elephants








“Many of the traders we are speaking to are referring to the ban in China, it appears to be having some impact on the trade on the ground,” said Sarah Stoner, senior intel analyst at the WJC. “A trader in one of the neighbouring countries who talked to our undercover investigators said he didn’t want to go to China anymore – it was so difficult in China now, and friends of his were arrested and sitting in jail. He seemed quite concerned about the situation,” said Pauline Verheij, WJC’S senior legal investigator.

Another told investigators that “whereas previously it had been easy to carry stuff over into the border into China, now a few people have dropped out of the business completely”.

Illustrating how far prices have dropped, one illicit sale was recently made to Hong Kong of four tusks weighing 204kg for a record low of $400/kg. Dan Stiles, an independent consultant who has been investigating ivory markets for 15 years, received the information via email from an Indian man now living in Canada who had made the sale. “That’s unbelievable,” Stiles said. “Three years ago he [the trader] was offered $650/kg by the Daxin Ivory Carving Factory in Guangzhou and turned it down. He just gave up trying to get a decent price – it was money for his daughter’s education.”


The price of wholesale raw ivory in China dropped by two thirds in the last three years, during the time that China’s government made commitments to cracking down on the trade, according to research released in March by Save The Elephants. It has been seen by conservationists as significant progress for the protection of elephants. Iain Douglas-Hamilton, president and founder of Save the Elephants told the Guardian: “There is now greater hope for the species”.
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  The poaching crisis where elephants are killed for their tusks has been driven by China’s demand for ivory. Photograph: fishcat007/Getty Images/iStockphoto






However, falling prices do not necessarily reflect a reduction in demand. Oversupply could cause the decline in prices, according to Stiles, who suggests there is now so much raw ivory that most people are “not willing to pay higher prices”.

He also believes certain big dealers may be stockpiling the ivory, either because they think the ban will only be temporary, or because they are moving into the illegal trade.

“I think there will be an increase in illegal selling to cover the gap made by the closure of legal markets,” Stiles said.






'What can I do to help elephants?'








Signs of stockpiling were also spotted by the WJC investigators in Vietnam. In early 2016 investigators were “told by an ivory trader that due to the low price and the gloomy ivory market, a few Chinese ‘big bosses’, who can afford it, were stockpiling up the ivory and not selling out, in order to reduce the supply and push up the price”.

There is also no sign of a corresponding decline in poaching. “I see no decline,” said Stiles. “That to me means a drop in price is actually bad for elephants. Because these guys can buy more ivory for the same amount of money as before.

“As long as the poaching continues at these high rates, it looks like there are still quite high volumes of ivory in spite of the seizures that have been made,” he added. According to according to Cites Mike programme (Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants) poaching levels peaked in 2011 and have since stabilised, at levels that “remain unacceptably high overall”.

However, Stiles is keen to stress that it is still too early to see the full impact on poaching across Africa from China’s domestic ivory ban, which will be fully enforced at the end of this year. “Let’s see where we are at the beginning of 2019. If poaching rates haven’t gone down significantly by then, then elephants are in real trouble.”

Many conservationists believe that the ban is pointing in the right direction for elephants, with Verheij from the WJC saying, “It’s really encouraging”.

Vigne agrees and points out that in the future this ban will have an impact on the big trading networks. “If they have any sense they won’t want to trade if the prices are dropping like that,” she said. But ultimately, she added, the key is law enforcement. “Punishment is the biggest deterrent. That’s what has to be focused, so the illegal markets will slowly become marginalised.”

This piece is part of a year-long series on Elephant Conservation – email us at elephant.conservation@theguardian.com
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Vladimir Putin has given his broadest hint yet that Russia may have played a role in the hacking of western elections but emphatically denied that his government was involved.

Speaking at the St Petersburg economic forum, the Russian president acknowledged that it was “theoretically possible” that “patriotic” Moscow hackers might have interfered in foreign polls.

Asked on Thursday if Russia would meddle in Germany’s election later this year, Putin said: “If [hackers] are patriotically minded, they start to make their own contribution to what they believe is the good fight against those who speak badly about Russia.

“Is that possible? Theoretically, that’s possible,” he said.

US intelligence agencies say Russian spies hacked into a wide range of institutions and agencies during the US election campaign. They have accused two Kremlin spy agencies – the GRU and the FSB – of hacking Democratic party emails and giving them to the website WikiLeaks.

The Kremlin’s goal was to damage Hillary Clinton’s presidential chances and to help those of Donald Trump, the agencies said. WikiLeaks dumped the hacked emails online in two releases last July and October.

The Russian government has flatly denied the claim, which the FBI, CIA and NSA endorsed in January. But Putin’s comments for the first time acknowledge the possibility that the hackers involved could have come from Russia. 

Putin compared hackers to free-spirited artists acting according to their moods, Reuters reported. He suggested cyber-attacks could be contrived to make them appear to have originated from Russia, when in reality they had come from somewhere else. 

“Modern technologies allow that to be done quite easily,” he said.

He also said that he was personally convinced hackers were unable to materially change the outcome of an election, in America, Europe or anywhere else.


“On a state level we haven’t been involved in this [hacking]. We aren’t planning to be involved in it. Quite the opposite. We are trying to combat it inside our country,” said Putin.


US officials have said they tipped off French officials that Russian hackers had targeted the campaign of Emmanuel Macron before he won the second round of the presidential campaign.

But on Thursday, the head of France’s cybersecurity agency said it found no sign that the Russian hacking group APT28, also known as FancyBear, was behind a large-scale hack of emails and data from Macron’s campaign.

Guillaume Poupard, director general of the ANSSI agency, told the Associated Press on Thursday that the Macron campaign hack “was so generic and simple that it could have been practically anyone”.


ANSSI experts investigated the hack, which resulted in about 9GB of data being dumped on the internet less than 48 hours before the second round run-off between Macron and far-right candidate Marine Le Pen.

Poupard said the investigation had uncovered no trace of APT28, adding that the attack’s simplicity “means we can imagine it was a person who did this alone. They could be in any country”.






Nigel Farage is 'person of interest' in FBI investigation into Trump and Russia








In January a dossier by former British intelligence officer Christopher Steele alleged that the Trump campaign and the Kremlin had jointly paid the hackers who targeted Democratic party workers in a series of spearphishing emails. Trump has dismissed the claim as “fake news” and Steele as a “failed spy”.

The FBI and four House and Senate committees are actively investigating Russian interference in the 2016 election. A special prosecutor, Robert Mueller, has been appointed after Trump sacked the FBI director James Comey last month. Comey is due to testify before the Senate intelligence committee next week.

Speaking on Thursday, Putin praised Trump as a “straightforward, frank person” who had brought to the job a “fresh set of eyes”. He complained of a political climate of “Russo-phobic hysteria” that made it “somewhat inconvenient to work with one another or even to talk.”

He suggested that bilateral US-Russia relations would eventually get better, predicting “this will end, sooner or later”. He added: “We are patient, we know how to wait and we will wait.”

Reuters and Associated Press contributed reporting
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Drought takes centre stage in Kenya's election campaign as food prices rise | Global development | The Guardian

The severe drought affecting Kenya, which has driven up the cost of food and fuelled inflation, has become a key issue on the election campaign trail.

Food security has deteriorated since the end of 2016 and conditions remain dire in half of the country’s 47 counties. The situation has been exacerbated by the impact of climate change, and it is anticipated that some regions could reach emergency levels of need by September.


The price of maize flour, known as unga – the staple food for most of the population – has risen by 31%, milk by 12% and sugar by 21%. These increases drove up inflation to 11.5% in April, from a figure that was closer to 9% in February. 


The supply of maize grain, meat and milk has declined, reducing consumption, particularly for women and children.


“Many families are making do with just one meal in a day,” said Siddharth Chatterjee, the UN resident coordinator for Kenya.


The UN development agency said that waterholes and rivers have dried up in some areas, leading to widespread crop failure and livestock depletion. 


“In some counties in Kenya it is not only the prices that are biting but also availability, particularly of water. In some of the hardest hit areas, communities have had to move in search of water and pasture,” said Chatterjee.


The spiralling cost of basic commodities has taken centre stage in the campaign for elections on 8 August, with the opposition attacking President Uhuru Kenyatta’s record in office.

“In Kenyan politics, the electorate – who are majorly poor – don’t care about mega projects. They are concerned with the cost of living. Whoever is elected must convince Kenyans how they are going to tackle this,” said Hezron Ochiel, a Nairobi-based communications and governance expert. 

“The opposition are using soaring food prices and the high cost of living to discredit the government. It has exposed the government as incapable of responding to its citizens’ plight.”

On social media, #UngaRevolution is growing in popularity.

 

 “The drought has become a major political issue,” said Alex Fielding, senior analyst at Max Security Solutions, a geopolitical risk consulting firm. “The opposition National Super Alliance led by Raila Odinga has deliberately tapped into public anger, to blame president Kenyatta for failing to plan, mitigate and respond to the effects of the drought. The government has responded by introducing subsidies and tariff-free imports on staple foods like milled corn.

“This is a potentially explosive political issue, and the opposition will clearly benefit from rising public anger directed at the Kenyatta government, whose leaders are already associated with corruption and lavish lifestyles. The image of the president and his entourage living in luxury while poor families go hungry is a political nightmare for the incumbent government, and something it will do everything in its power to counteract in a bid to remain in power.”

 

Kristof Titeca, a lecturer at the institute of development policy and management at the University of Antwerp in Belgium, said: “In Uganda, accusations of mismanagement of the elections did not bring people on to the street, but high food prices did.”

In February, Kenyatta declared the drought a national disaster and committed $128m (£99.5m) in response. By that time, more than 2.6 million Kenyans were in urgent need of food aid. 

Last month, Willy Bett, Kenya’s agriculture cabinet secretary, told reporters in the capital, Nairobi, that the government would spend 6bn Kenyan shillings (£45m) on subsidising corn prices and waiving duties on milk and sugar. He said that, by the end of July, the government would import 450,000 tonnes of corn into the country. According to the Cereal Millers Association, Kenya consumes about 288,000 a month.
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  A sign restricting the purchase of maize flour subsidised by the government is seen in a Nairobi supermarket. Photograph: Baz Ratner/Reuters




The drought has also resulted in a sugar deficit. The government has had to import an additional 150,000 tonnes, of sugar on top of the 200,000 it already imports annually.

 

It is not only shortages caused by the drought that have fuelled price rises. There are also other reasons, said Ochiel. Fear of violence, ethnic polarisation and escalating political tensions are all playing their part.


An estimated 1,100 people were killed, thousands injured and more than 600,000 forced to flee their homes after disputed poll results led to clashes between the ruling party and opposition supporters between December 2007 and February 2008. “Traders usually don’t want to risk losing property. So, they would reduce stocking goods towards elections until stability is realised,” said Ochiel.

Experts said some politicians and businessmen are known to hoard goods to cause an artificial shortage and then resell them at high prices. 

“Kenyans believe the government could have a hand in the shortage to cause suffering, then appear to offer a solution to win votes,” said Ochiel. “We read [about] conflicts of interest when politicians who are policymakers are at the same time trading in food commodities. If you look at grain milling and milk processing companies, they are owned by politicians … [and] they influence the market to get huge profits.

“We want regulations and laws put in place to bar such politicians from holding government positions.” 

Under the Hunger Safety Net Programme, the government has allocated resources for food aid as well as monthly cash transfers. Its Livestock Insurance Programme offers a lifeline to pastoralists, enabling them to buy animal feed to keep their herd alive during drought. Other programmes are helping farmers to sell off their herds and restock when conditions improve.

“These are commendable efforts but the number of people accessing such support is not enough, and the needs are fast outpacing the response. More must be done,” said Chatterjee. “We need long-term solutions to alleviate the adverse impacts of climate change and unpredictable weather patterns. We must build the resilience of communities and invest in agriculture and rural infrastructure. 

“This includes turning away from dependency on rain-fed agriculture towards large-scale water harvesting and innovative irrigation systems.”

But the bottom line, said Ochiel, is tackling corruption. “All the problems are because of rampant corruption in nearly all sectors of the government … On temporary measure we don’t want prices of commodities to be determined by demand and supply. We want the government to regulate prices to protect us from shrewd traders.”

Since Kenyatta and his deputy, William Ruto, came to power in 2013, their administration has been bedevilled by corruption scandals, strikes by doctors, nurses and teachers, and terrorists attacks.

The new president will have to grapple with an economy battered by low global commodity prices, acute food shortages and a depreciating currency.
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Polish authorities have found the remains of two other people in the coffin of former president Lech Kaczyński while investigating the plane crash in Russia that killed him and 95 others in2010.


 The caskets of 11 further victims also contained body parts of others, prosecutors said after examining 24 coffins from the crash.

Some officials of the ruling rightwing party have blamed an explosion aboard for crash, but not provided evidence. The crash, in April 2010, happened near the western Russian city of Smolensk and was the worst such disaster for Poland since the second world war. It left Polish society deeply divided over the cause despite the previous, centrist, government’s conclusion from its own investigation that a pilot error was to blame.
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  The Kaczyński brothers Lech, left, and Jarosław during a parliamentary session in Warsaw in 2005. Photograph: Jacek Turczyk/EPA




Poland’s ruling Law and Justice (PiS) party, led by Kaczyński’s twin brother, Jarosław, took direct control of the prosecutor’s office and moved to re-examine the crash after coming to power in late 2015, saying the previous investigation had not been conducted properly.

 On Thursday, the deputy prosecutor general, Marek Pasionek, told reporters that in 12 of 24 coffins reopened since last year, bodies had been swapped twice; one coffin contained half the body of another person while nine other caskets held scattered remains of other victims.

 He said the coffin of the archbishop Miron Chodakowski contained only the upper half of his body while a lower half was that of the general and military bishop Tadeusz Płoski.

 In the coffin of General Bronisław Kwiatkowski there were 14 body parts belonging to seven other people, Pasionek said, adding that postmortem examinations would be finished by next April.

 In Moscow, the Kremlin and Russia’s foreign ministry did not immediately respond to calls and emails asking for comment.

Magdalena Merta, the widow of Tomasz Merta, a senior culture ministry official who died in the crash, accused Russia of “displaying a filthy attitude towards our dead”. She told the Polish state agency PAP: “Today we know that there was no diligence in [the postmortems conducted in Russia]. There was nonchalance in the best case, and ill-will in the worst case.”






Will Poland ever uncover the truth about the plane crash that killed its president?








 The government’s move to reopen the coffins had split families of victims between those who mistrusted the post-crash procedures conducted in Russia and those who wanted their loved ones to be left to rest in peace.

 While some high-ranking PiS officials repeatedly suggested that a bomb onboard brought down the plane, the PiS-led investigation has not produced supporting evidence but has turned up the apparent failure of postmortems conducted in Russia to correctly identify the victims.

 The plane crash occurred as pilots tried to land the Polish delegation in a Soviet-made TU-154 plane near Smolensk to take part in commemorations for thousands of Polish officers executed there by Soviet secret police in 1940.

The victims’ coffins were sealed in Russia and returned to Poland within two weeks of the plane crash. Last year, Polish prosecutors ordered the coffins to be reopened.

 The findings could worsen relations with Moscow – already strained over the conflict in Ukraine – but could also ease divisions in Polish society.

Radosław Sikorski, a foreign minister under the previous government, told TVN24 on Monday, when some of the findings were leaked: “It seems that these postmortems have been conducted diligently and they finally seem to have convinced some of our compatriots that there was no assassination.”

 Russia has so far refused to return the wreckage of the jet to Poland, a member of the EU and Nato, citing its own continuing investigation.
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The world’s biggest plane, boasting a 117-metre wingspan, has been launched by the Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen.

The six-engine, dual-hulled Stratolaunch aircraft is designed to launch satellites into orbit. Launching the satellites on rockets while the Stratolaunch is in flight has the advantage of saving fuel comparing to sending them into orbit from a launchpad. 

It is designed to carry a rocket and payload with a combined weight of up to 250,000 kg and when in development was expected to cost $300m – although whether it came in on budget has not been revealed. 

Satellite networks, based on low-cost spacecraft, are the fastest-growing segment of the global satellite industry which reported more than $208bn in revenue in 2015, according to a Satellite Industry Association report.

The Stratolaunch was built by Scaled Composites and is similar in form and function to Scaled’s aircraft built to ferry spaceships into the air and release them for independent rocket rides beyond the atmosphere, a service Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic intends to offer to paying passengers.


There are no plans for the Stratolaunch to carry humans for business or research. 


The twin-fuselage plane incorporates engines, landing gear, avionics and other parts from a pair of Boeing 747 jets coupled with a frame, wings and skin handmade of lightweight composites. It has 28 wheels.






Richard Branson’s space project comes crashing down in the Mojave








The plane will be larger than Howard Hughes’ 1947 H-4 Hercules, known as the “Spruce Goose,” and the Antonov An-225, a Soviet-era cargo plane originally built to transport the Buran space shuttle that was the world’s largest aircraft.

It is not the first space venture by Allen, who co-founded Microsoft with Bill Gates. His diverse business portfolio includes the SpaceShipOne project that sent fellow billionaires into space. 

SpaceShipOne was the first privately built craft to enter suborbital space. It won Allen and his partners the Ansari X Prize, a competition with a $10m prize started by the X Prize Foundation to create the first private reusable spacecraft. 

It has also served as the template for Branson’s Virgin Galactic. SpaceShipOne hangs next to the Spirit of St Louis in the Smithsonian’s Milestones of Flight gallery in Washington DC.
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A female engineer at Tesla who accused the car manufacturer of ignoring her complaints of sexual harassment and paying her less than her male counterparts has been fired in what her lawyer alleges was an act of retaliation.


AJ Vandermeyden, who went public with her discrimination lawsuit against Elon Musk’s car company in an interview with the Guardian in February, was dismissed from the company this week.

Vandermeyden had claimed she was taunted and catcalled by male employees and that Tesla failed to address her complaints about the harassment, unequal pay and discrimination. “It’s shocking in this day and age that this is still a fight we have to have,” she said at the time.






Tesla factory workers reveal pain, injury and stress: 'Everything feels like the future but us'








In a statement to the Guardian, Tesla confirmed the company had fired Vandermeyden, saying it had thoroughly investigated the employee’s allegations with the help of a “a neutral, third-party expert” and concluded her complaints were unmerited.

“Despite repeatedly receiving special treatment at the expense of others, Ms Vandermeyden nonetheless chose to pursue a miscarriage of justice by suing Tesla and falsely attacking our company in the press,” a Tesla spokesperson said. “After we carefully considered the facts on multiple occasions and were absolutely convinced that Ms Vandermeyden’s claims were illegitimate, we had no choice but to end her employment at Tesla.”

“This was absolutely shocking for AJ. She is devastated,” Therese Lawless, Vandermeyden’s attorney, said by phone. “She brought the lawsuit in an attempt to make the workplace at Tesla more equitable and fair and to have Tesla comply with the law.”

Asked about Tesla’s justification for the firing, Lawless said: “They’ve just proven our case. It’s clear retaliation.” She added: “Somebody is trying to instill in employees that when they speak out about matters they are legally allowed to speak out about, they too will be fired.” 


Vandermeyden’s firing is likely to reignite debate over employment standards in Silicon Valley, where startups and major tech corporations are grappling with complaints of systemic wage disparities, gender discrimination and sexual misconduct.


An account of alleged sexism at Uber went viral earlier this year, fueling debate about harassment in the industry, while a recent federal lawsuit against Google has placed a spotlight on concerns about tech firms underpaying women. 

 

Lawless, who represented the former Reddit CEO Ellen Pao in her high-profile discrimination lawsuit, against the venture capital firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers, said she intended to file a formal retaliation complaint on behalf of Vandermeyden. 

“It is illegal in the state of California for an employer to retaliate against an employee who asserts her rights, including her rights to receive equal pay as her male colleagues.”

Vandermeyden, who started working at Tesla in 2013, claims in her lawsuit that she was paid less than male engineers whose work she directly took over as a manufacturing engineer in the general assembly department.

Her complaint further alleged that she raised issues about flaws in the quality testing of cars that her supervisors and male engineers had missed. Although she came up with a solution, men were granted positions over her, she alleged. The complaint said that she and other female engineers were denied promotions despite the fact that they were “equally or more qualified” than the men.

Vandermeyden also alleged that she experienced “unwelcome and pervasive harassment by men on the factory floor including but not limited to inappropriate language, whistling, and catcalls”.

Further, the lawsuit accused Tesla of retaliating against her for speaking up. Management allegedly told her that in order to advance her position, she would need to achieve a performance standard in the factory that was not expected of male engineers and was unattainable. 

Although she had positive performance evaluations, she felt she had to transfer out of general assembly to the purchasing department, according to the lawsuit, which also said that Tesla retaliated against her for being a “whistleblower”. 

Tesla has continued to strongly refute Vandermeyden’s claims. A spokesperson said the company had “conducted a thorough internal investigation” and “extensively re-reviewed all the facts”, repeatedly concluding that her allegations were false. 

Tesla added that Vandermeyden had been granted numerous positions “over other more qualified candidates” and was “given special treatment and opportunities for advancement that were unwarranted based on her qualifications”.

“The termination was based on Ms Vandermeyden behaving in what the evidence indicates is a fundamentally false and misleading manner, not as a result of retaliation for the lawsuit,” the spokesperson added. “It is impossible to trust anyone after they have behaved in such a manner and therefore continued employment is also impossible.”

The Vandermeyden case is one of several labor issues that have dogged Tesla, which is facing growing scrutiny over its practices in California. 

Earlier this month, the Guardian published an investigation into working conditions at Tesla’s “factory of the future” in Fremont, California, where several factory workers complained about their treatment at the plant.

Incident reports revealed that ambulances have been called more than 100 times since 2014 for workers experiencing fainting spells, seizures, dizziness, abnormal breathing and chest pains. A recent report from a worker safety organization found that Tesla workers were injured at a rate 31% higher than the industry average in 2015.






Contact the Guardian securely








The company has said it has significantly improved safety standards in recent months at the factory, and Musk told the Guardian he cared deeply about the health and wellbeing of his employees. 


Vandermeyden, in her interview with the Guardian in February, emphasized that she believed Tesla was a “revolutionary and innovative company” and said she took out a hefty loan to buy the cheapest version of the Model S car.

“Until somebody stands up, nothing is going to change,” she added. “I’m an advocate of Tesla. I really do believe they are doing great things. That said, I can’t turn a blind eye if there’s something fundamentally wrong going on.”

At the time, Vandermeyden said she was hopeful her lawsuit and public comments would not end her career at the company. But she expressed some concern that her decision to speak out could result in retaliation. “Half the time when I walk into work,” she said, “I wonder if my badge is going to work.”

Contact the author: sam.levin@theguardian.com
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Donald Trump will not order the moving of the US embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in the near future, despite strong lobbying in recent days by senior Israeli officials.

A senior US official disclosed that Trump – like all his presidential predecessors – has signed the six-monthly presidential waiver to the 1995 Jerusalem Embassy Act, reneging on a key campaign promise, citing his desire to maximise the chances of “negotiating a peace deal between Israel and the Palestinians”.

But the official insisted that Trump still intends to move the embassy. “It’s a question of when, not if,” a US official said, adding that the president “doesn’t think the timing is right, right now”.

“In timing such a move he will seek to maximize the chances of successfully negotiating a deal between Israel and the Palestinians.”

Trump’s move to renew the waiver came as he faced a Thursday deadline to renew or see the state department lose half its funding for its overseas facilities. 

Presidents of both parties have renewed the waiver every six months for years.

“No one should consider this step to be in any way a retreat from the president’s strong support for Israel and for the United States-Israel alliance,” the White House said.

“President Trump made this decision to maximize the chances of successfully negotiating a deal between Israel and the Palestinians, fulfilling his solemn obligation to defend America’s national security interests.”


In a statement, the office of the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, said that far from helping peace, the signing of the waiver would hamper it.

 “Israel’s consistent position is that the American embassy, like the embassies of all countries with whom we have diplomatic relations, should be in Jerusalem, our eternal capital. 

“Maintaining embassies outside the capital drives peace further away by helping keep alive the Palestinian fantasy that the Jewish people and the Jewish state have no connection to Jerusalem.”

But the news was welcomed by Palestinian officials as an “important positive step” that illustrated that the US was serious about promoting peace.

The Palestinian ambassador to Washington, Hussam Zomlot, said the waiver “gives peace a chance”.


Zomlot said: “We are ready to start the consultation process with the US administration. We are serious and genuine about achieving a just and lasting peace.”

During his campaign last year, Trump repeatedly promised he would break with an international convention by moving the embassy to Jerusalem, as Israel had long demanded.






Moving US embassy to Jerusalem could provoke violent 'chaos', experts warn








The move is regarded as controversial because it would be seen as overt recognition by the US of Israeli sovereignty over all of Jerusalem, the east of which was captured by Israel during the six-day war in 1967.

Palestinians claim the east of the city as a future capital in any negotiated two-state solution.

According to reports in the Israeli media, as the deadline for signing the waiver ticked down, Netanyahu intervened with the new US ambassador, David Friedman, earlier this week in an attempt to persuade Trump to stand by his campaign promise.
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  The US embassy in Tel Aviv. Photograph: Abir Sultan/EPA




Friedman, a longtime Trump lawyer, has expressed his support in the past for the move to Jerusalem, despite warnings from the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, and other Arab leaders that it risked provoking violence.

Reacting to Trump’s signing of the waiver, the Israeli cabinet minister Yuval Steinitz said the move made no sense and represented “a surrender to unfair Arab and Muslim pressure”.

Steinitz, who is close to Netanyahu, told Israel’s Army Radio station: “I think the time has come to put an end to this farce. Everybody recognises Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. When Trump comes here, he goes to Jerusalem, not Tel Aviv.”

Israel’s far-right education minister, Naftali Bennett, was also critical.

“There is no peace based on the division of Jerusalem. Delaying the US embassy move will, in fact, have an opposite effect and damage the prospect of a lasting peace by nurturing false expectations among the Palestinians regarding the division of Jerusalem, which will never happen,” he said.

“Only recognising a united Jerusalem under Israeli sovereignty will end illusions and pave the way to a sustainable peace with our neighbours.”


Trump’s decision not to move the embassy for now was not, however, completely unexpected.






The six-day war: why Israel is still divided over its legacy 50 years on








Although he had said he would move the embassy on his first day in office, since the inauguration all the indications from diplomats and officials have been that he was backsliding on the issue – allegedly because he does not want to muddy the waters in pursuit of a Middle East peace agreement that he has described as the “ultimate deal”.

Jordan and Saudia Arabia are among those who had warned Trump against the move.


Although the Trump administration has briefed behind the scenes that it is looking for ways to fulfil its commitment – and that the waiver is only temporary – it will be seen as a blow to the rightwing government of Netanyahu, not least coming days before the anniversary of the six-day war at the beginning of next week.
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Scientists have created eerily perfect replicas of human faces that were shown to monkeys just from recording the animal’s brain waves, in one of the most impressive feats of mind reading to date.

The demonstration solves one of the most intractable problems in neuroscience – how the brain recognises faces – and raises the prospect of our innermost thoughts becoming increasingly accessible to scientific exploration.






Mind reading may one day be possible, researchers say








Doris Tsao, who led the work at the California Institute of Technology, believes the work may have practical consequences in the future. “A face is impossible to describe in words,” she said. “One can imagine applications in forensics where one could reconstruct the face of a criminal by analysing a witness’s brain activity ... you could imagine reading out what face a person is imagining.”

The findings represent the first time that scientists have gained such a complete understanding of one of the brain’s more sophisticated functions.

Professor Rodrigo Quian Quiroga, a neuroscientist at the University of Leicester who was not involved in the work, described it as “quite a revolution in neuroscience”. “It’s solving a decades-long mystery,” he added.

Almost algorithmic

The puzzle of how the brain identifies a familiar face dates back to the 1960s, when the US neuroscientist, Jerry Lettvin, suggested that people have hyper-specific neurons that respond to specific objects, a notion that became known as “grandmother cells”, based on the idea that you have a specific neuron that would fire on seeing your grandmother.

More recently scientists found “face patches”, clusters of neurons that respond almost exclusively to faces, but how recognition was achieved had remained a “black box” process. In the absence of proof otherwise, the grandmother model continued to appeal because it tallied with the subjective “ping” of recognition we experience on seeing a familiar face.

“This paper completely kills that,” said Quian Quiroga.

Instead, the new work shows our brains rely on the kind of maths that an algorithm might use to perform the task. In fact, Tsao and her colleague, Steven Le Chang, stumbled on their discovery while working on computer vision. The pair had initially set themselves the challenge of coming up with a way of reliably converting facial images into a numerical representation.






Scientists identify parts of brain involved in dreaming








They started by marking up the recognisable landmarks on the face using dots, creating something like a dot-to-dot picture of a face. They then converted a database of thousands of faces into dot-to-dot versions and looked for which 25 measurements between dots best allowed the faces in the database to be reconstructed – essentially converting the shape information in the face into a matrix of numbers.

“You have 25 knobs that you can twiddle and they basically describe all the variations in the shape of the face,” said Tsao.

It turned out that the most useful measurements – the ones that gave the best coverage of the variety of face shapes in the database – were fairly abstract. One of the numbers might reflect a mixture of information about the distance between the eyes and the height of the forehead, for instance.


Tsao then came up with a second set of 25 numbers to explain the remaining characteristics – skin tone, eye colour, musculature – once the features had been stripped away.

Tsao had not expected the scheme she had devised – “we thought we had picked it out of the blue” – to mirror the responses of neurons, but incredibly there was an almost direct mapping between the two when the team carried out direct brain recordings from the cortex of two monkeys.

Tsao had inadvertently replicated almost the exact scheme that our brain uses to recognise faces in what initially seemed an unlikely stroke of luck.

It was only later that Tsao realised that the method was, mathematically, the most efficient way to convert faces into sets of numbers. “If you look at methods for modelling faces in computer vision, almost all of them ... separate out the shape and appearance,” said Tsao. “The mathematical elegance of the system is amazing.”


Reading minds

The researchers then developed an algorithm that could decode previously unseen faces from neural responses recorded from directly from the brains of two monkeys. Electrical recordings made from around 100 neurons in the face patch regions of each monkey were enough to recreate almost identical images to those seen by the animals. 






Facebook has 60 people working on how to read your mind








“The predictions were so good, I was kind of amazed,” said Tsao, adding that when she first saw the results she asked her colleague if he had made a mistake.

The study, published in the journal Cell, also uncovered the series of mathematical transformations used by the brain to recognise faces no matter whether they are seen face on or in side-profile.

Tsao believes the findings could pave the way for similar breakthroughs in understanding the neural code of even more complex processes such as memory and imagination.

Might this prospect raise the more sinister possibility of people’s thoughts being read or controlled against their will? “I can’t really relate to that,” said Tsao. “For me it’s great that we can understand something that’s been so mysterious.”
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France’s longest-serving news anchor has been dismissed from his primetime role at France Télévisions, the French state-owned broadcaster.

For 16 years, David Pujadas has been the face of primetime news on France’s public broadcaster, delivering the daily headlines, interviewing presidents and world leaders, hosting election debates and earning fans and critics in equal measure for his gentle, non-confrontational style. 

In a surprise announcement, France 2 said Pujadas’s long broadcast career with the channel would be coming to an end. He will anchor the evening news for the last time next week after being fired just days after Emmanuel Macron became president.

The news came the day after Pujadas’s 8pm news programme recorded its highest audience of the season, beating its closest rival, the private channel TF1.

France Télévisions insists Pujadas’s removal is not connected with Macron, who promised to sweep the board clean and bring in new faces across French public life during his election campaign. 






Macron unveils 'moralisation law' in drive to clean up politics








But the unexpected announcement shocked the news presenter and sparked a newsroom revolt. “It was not my decision and it hasn’t been explained,” said Pujadas. Another France Télévisions journalist said staff were “astonished”. “We had no idea it was going to happen,” he told Libération.

The National Journalists’ Union (SNJ) said the timing was “catastrophic” and threw doubt on the independence of the state broadcaster. Union leaders called an emergency meeting to discuss how to respond to what they described as an “unusual destabilisation of the whole production team”.

Delphine Ernotte, head of France Télévisions, denied the decision not to renew Pujadas’s contract was politically motivated. She told staff she wanted to give the flagship news programme a facelift. “He’s covered four presidential elections. I believe it’s time to give [the news programme] a new look. There’s no point waiting for things to go badly to change,” Ernotte told Le Parisien.

Pujadas, 52, who is half Spanish, was born in Barcelona and grew up in France. He joined TF1 as a reporter in 1989 and covered the Romanian revolution, the first Gulf war and the siege of Sarajevo. He was hired by France 2 to present the nightly news in September 2001.

In 2011 he interviewed Barack Obama and in 2015 flew to Damascus to meet Bashar al-Assad, the first journalist to interview the Syrian president since the start of the civil war.


Pujadas was due to finish presenting the 8pm news programme at the end of this month, but announced on his Facebook page that his last broadcast would be next Thursday, leaving France 2 scrambling to find a temporary stand-in. 


When the new television season starts after the long summer break, he will be replaced by Anne-Sophie Lapix, who presents a talk show on France 5. 
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A Chinese company that makes shoes for Ivanka Trump and other brands denied allegations on Thursday of excessive overtime and low wages – accusations made by three activists who have been arrested or disappeared.

The Associated Press reported on Tuesday that Hua Haifeng, an investigator for China Labor Watch, a New York-based not-for-profit group, had been arrested on a charge of illegal surveillance while his two colleagues – Li Zhao and Su Heng – are missing and rights groups fear they have been detained. They were investigating Huajian Group factories in the southern Chinese cities of Ganzhou and Dongguan.






Activists investigating Ivanka Trump's China shoe factory detained or missing








“We are shocked,” Long Shan, a spokeswoman for the Huajian Group, said in an email to the Associated Press. “As a renowned global media outlet, you have put out many untrue reports not based on facts and without our consent.”

China Labor Watch executive director Li Qiang said on Thursday he still had not been able to confirm the status of the two men. Huajian was contacted before AP’s initial reports were published but issued no statement until Thursday.

Long said the company had stopped producing Ivanka Trump shoes months ago. She said Hua Haifeng had joined the group’s factory in Dongguan on 20 May, but left after less than a week, and Su Heng began working at their Ganzhou factory on 28 April, but also left after a short time. She said she did not know their current whereabouts.

“By coming to Huajian to work, they are Huajian employees. Huajian staff must comply with China’s laws and regulations and Huajian’s rules,” she said, adding that at least one of the men “used methods like taking photographs and video to obtain the company’s trade secrets, which is not in line with the company’s regulations. Our company has the right to hold him accountable.”

She said reports of managers verbally abusing workers, including insults and a crude reference in Chinese to female genitalia, were based on misunderstanding. “It is the local dialect being used as management language,” she said.

She said Huajian was looking into allegations of improper use of student interns.

Ivanka Trump’s brand declined to comment on the allegations or the arrest and disappearances. 

Marc Fisher, which produces shoes for Ivanka Trump and other brands, said it was looking into the allegations.

China Labor Watch has been exposing poor working conditions at suppliers to some of the world’s best-known companies for nearly two decades, but Li said his work has never before attracted this level of scrutiny from China’s state security apparatus.

The arrest and disappearances come amid a crackdown on perceived threats to the stability of China’s ruling Communist party, particularly from sources with foreign ties such as China Labor Watch. Faced with rising labor unrest and a slowing economy, Beijing has taken a stern approach to activism in southern China’s manufacturing belt and to human rights advocates generally, sparking a wave of critical reports about disappearances, public confessions, forced repatriation and torture in custody.
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Peace has deteriorated in North America following the turbulent US presidential campaign, claim researchers, with racial tension and murder rates rising even as the rest of the world shows signs of recovering from a period of unprecedented violence and upheaval.

The divisive nature of Donald Trump’s rise to the White House has increased mistrust of the US government and means social problems are likely to become more entrenched, said the authors of the annual global peace index, in which 163 countries and territories are analysed. 


As a result, they said, harmony in the North America region has diminished, even though Canada – ranked eighth overall in the index – has become slightly more peaceful.






The Philippines in flames: citizens flee as Isis flag flies over Marawi – in pictures








“While the true extent of such significant political polarity in the US will take years to be fully realised, its disruptive influence is already evident,” said Steve Killelea, founder and executive chairman of the Institute for Economics and Peace, the thinktank behind the study.

“Increasing inequality, rising perceptions of corruption, and falling press freedoms have all contributed to this substantial deterioration in the US and an overall decline in peace in the North America region.”

In contrast, the political uncertainty that Brexit created in the UK was counterbalanced by the appointment of a new prime minister, the report said.

The world has nonetheless become a more peaceful place overall, with 93 countries recording higher levels since last year, the first improvement since the Syria conflict began in 2011.

Despite its reduced score on the index – it fell from 103 to 114 – North America retained its position as the most peaceful region after Europe.

But while global peace made a modest overall improvement of 0.28%, the number of countries witnessing a record number of deaths from terrorism hit an all-time high, rising from 16 to 23, the report found. Thecountries affected included Denmark, Sweden, France and Turkey. Last week’s terror attack in Manchester, which killed 22 people, was not reflected in the figures.

The improvement in peace in 93 countries was driven mainly by lower levels of state-sponsored terror, such as extra-judicial killings and torture, and the prior withdrawal of military forces in Afghanistan, the researchers said.


Iceland topped the list as the world’s most peaceful country, followed by New Zealand and Portugal, which replaced Denmark and Austria this year.

Syria was ranked the least peaceful country for the fifth consecutive year. Afghanistan, Iraq, South Sudan and Yemen completed the list of the five least peaceful countries.

Largely driven by the intensifying conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa, world peace has declined over the past decade, ending a period of improvement since the second world war.

The sharp increase in support for populist parties over the past decade closely corresponded with deteriorations in “positive peace”, a measurement of the attitudes, structures and institutions that sustain peace, said the researchers. They recorded some of the largest falls in Italy, France and Spain.

Killelea said: “The increasing role of populist parties in mainstream European politics is reflected against a backdrop of deteriorating positive peace, specifically in terms of persistent challenges to the free flow of information, levels of corruption and acceptance of the rights of others. Without addressing these underlying drivers of peace it will not be possible to build more peaceful societies.”

The most significant increases in deaths from terrorism were in OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) countries, which experienced a 900% increase between 2007-and 2016, the researchers found.

The Sydney-based Institute for Economics and Peace estimates the global effect of violence to have been 12.6% of world GDP, or $14tn, in 2016: $1,953 for every person in the world.
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Spain’s top anti-corruption prosecutor has resigned following weeks of pressure that culminated in an admission that he holds a stake in an offshore company in Panama.

Manuel Moix stepped down “for personal reasons” on Thursday, shortly after it emerged that he has a quarter-share in a company in the Central American tax haven that was apparently set up as part of an inheritance from his parents.

The public prosecutor, José Manuel Maza, told reporters that Moix had resigned even though there was no suggestion “of any irregular or illegal behaviour” on his part.


However, Moix’s brief tenure has been dogged by controversy over his alleged attempts to interfere in corruption investigations involving the governing People’s party (PP). 


The Spanish socialist party (PSOE), which had argued that Moix’s business affairs in Panama made him unfit to pursue corruption, said his resignation had come too late.

The PSOE’s newly re-elected leader, Pedro Sánchez, said Moix had been forced out “by media pressure and public opinion”, adding that the decisions and actions of prime minister Mariano Rajoy, who leads the PP, were “seriously damaging the health of our democratic system”.






Spanish Socialists re-elect Pedro Sánchez to lead party








Pablo Iglesias, leader of the anti-austerity Podemos party, said “offshore ministers and prosecutors who corrode democracy and are parasites on institutions” needed to be thrown out of office.


In April last year, Spain’s industry, energy and tourism minister, José Manuel Soria, resigned after alleged links to offshore dealing emerged in the Panama Papers, the leaked documents created by the Panamanian law firm Mossack Fonseca. He denied all wrongdoing but said he was stepping down to limit damage to the PP.

Moix, who was appointed in February, has been accused of trying to hinder an investigation into fraud involving senior PP members in the Madrid region. Despite his insistence that he had done nothing wrong, opposition parties had been vocal in their calls for him to step down.

His departure will be a further embarrassment to Rajoy, whose minority government is mired in several high-profile corruption scandals. 

Next month, the PP leader will become the first acting prime minister to appear in court as a witness since Spain’s return to democracy when he is called to the Gürtel case.

The case – which centres on allegations of a kickbacks-for-contracts scheme involving businessmen and several senior PP members – has been billed as the trial of the year.

Rajoy, who is not accused of any wrongdoing, will testify in his capacity as PP leader since 2004.

Podemos is set to increase the pressure by bringing a no-confidence vote against Rajoy in a fortnight’s time, arguing that the latest slew of corruption allegations has crossed “red lines” and risks jeopardising the rule of law.







Podemos to table no-confidence vote against Mariano Rajoy amid corruption scandal








Although the move has been dismissed as a stunt and is highly unlikely to secure the backing of parliament, Iglesias insists the government must be held to account.

“The anti-corruption prosecutor is trying to do the opposite of fighting corruption; he’s trying to stop prosecutors who are fighting corruption from doing their job,” he said last month.


“It means that the People’s party is behaving like a parasite when it comes to institutions; it’s not just looting them to get richer, it’s also risking citizens’ safety by trying to ensure that the police, the guardia civil, judges and prosecutors don’t go after people who are corrupt.”

Despite lacking a majority, the PP managed to get the long-delayed 2017 budget approved on Wednesday after winning the backing of smaller parties in return for tax benefits and investment pledges.

The budget was passed even though Rajoy accidentally pressed the wrong button, thereby voting against his own plan.
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Canadian nurse pleads guilty to killing eight seniors in nursing homes | World news | The Guardian

A former nurse has pleaded guilty to first-degree murder in the deaths of eight nursing home residents, in one of the worst serial killer cases in Canadian history.

Elizabeth Wettlaufer also pleaded guilty to four counts of attempted murder and two counts of aggravated assault.

The 49-year-old, who appeared in a Woodstock, Ontario, courtroom, acknowledged under questioning from the judge that she injected the eight people who died with insulin for no medical reason.

All the incidents allegedly occurred between 2007 and 2014 in three Ontario long-term care facilities where Wettlaufer worked as a registered nurse, and at a private home.

The victims were James Silcox, 84; Maurice Granat, 84; Gladys Millard, 87; Helen Matheson, 95; Mary Zurawinski, 96; Helen Young, 90; Maureen Pickering, 79, and Arpad Horvath, 75.

The attempted murder victims have been identified as Wayne Hedges, 57, Michael Priddle, 63, Sandra Towler, 77, and Beverly Bertram, 68. Court documents say Wettlaufer injected those six alleged victims with insulin. Wettlaufer was charged with aggravated assault against 87-year-old Clotilde Adriano and 90-year-old Albina Demedeiros.

The police investigation into Wettlaufer began last September after Toronto police became aware of information she had given to a psychiatric hospital in Toronto that caused them concern. She was arrested and charged in October. 


Some family members of Wettlaufer’s victims broke down in the courtroom as Wettlaufer entered her pleas.

Friends and relatives of the seniors who died said earlier on Thursday that they were warned the hearing would reveal information that might be difficult for them to handle. Some, however, expressed relief that the case would come to a swift conclusion.

Andrea Silcox said before the court hearing that she was worried about what she would discover about her father’s last moments, but said she’d be grateful to avoid a lengthy trial. “I will forgive her, I have to forgive her. My father would want that,” she said. “Forget? I’ll never forget what happened.”

Arpad Horvath Jr, whose father was also among Wettlaufer’s victims, said everyone who lost a loved one will have to live with the pain forever. “She took away my best friend and my hero and I can’t forgive that,” he said.

Records from the College of Nurses of Ontario show Wettlaufer was first registered as a nurse in August 1995 but resigned on 30 September 2016, and was no longer a registered nurse.
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The White House, late on Wednesday, posted on its website ethics waivers granted to four ex-lobbyists and numerous others who have joined government – including one for Kellyanne Conway and another that applies to Steve Bannon.

In all, the White House has granted 14 ethics waivers.

The disclosures come after a tussle between the Office of Government Ethics (OGE) and White House lawyers. Other executive branch agencies and departments, such as treasury, state and defense, are expected to share similar information with the OGE by Thursday. The Office of Management and Budget responded to the OGE’s request for data last week by saying it had issued zero waivers.






Ethics office rejects White House attempt to halt inquiry into lobbyists








As part of his pledge to “drain the swamp” of Washington, Donald Trump prohibits senior officials hired into the executive branch from working on “particular” government matters that involve their former clients or employers for two years. Barack Obama placed similar restrictions on his employees – and granted ethics waivers. His White House also posted those exceptions on its website.

The Trump administration waivers include four for former registered lobbyists. The rest are for other employees whose new government duties may overlap with their previous private jobs. Several are “blanket” waivers for groups of employees.

The White House waivers were vetted by White House counsel Don McGahn and Stefan Passantino, the chief ethics officer. The White House says it only grants waivers if those lawyers find it’s too impractical for the person to recuse from the ethics issues triggered by their past work.

“To the furthest extent possible, counsel worked with each staffer to recuse from conflicting conduct rather than being granted waivers, which has led to the limited number of waivers being issued,” White House spokeswoman Lindsay Walters said. 
 Some waivers cover the highest-profile White House employees. 

For example, there’s a “blanket” waiver saying all presidential appointees “may participate in communications and meetings with news organizations regarding broad policy matters”. That clears the way, ethically, for Bannon, Breitbart’s former chief executive and now Trump’s chief strategist, to ring up reporters at the news site. 

That’s important because Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, a liberal-funded pro-transparency group that has lodged many complaints against the Trump administration, had argued in a complaint that Bannon was violating the ethics pledge by speaking with his former employees. 

Another waiver explicitly allows Conway, a senior adviser to Trump, to contact and interact with clients of her political polling company. 

Joshua Pitcock, who had been Indiana’s sole lobbyist in Washington and now serves as Mike Pence’s chief of staff, is permitted under a waiver to stay in the room when matters involving Indiana arise. 

“It is important that you be able to communicate and meet with the State of Indiana, and disqualification from such meetings or communications would limit the ability of the Office of the Vice President to effectively carry out Administration priorities,” his waiver says. 

Catanzaro and Knight have drawn some of the most intense scrutiny of government watchdogs because their new jobs seem to closely align with their private sector lobbying. That raised questions about how they were able to circumvent Trump’s ethics rules. 

The answer is spelled out in the new documents: they obtained waivers. 

As a lobbyist for CGCN Group, Catanzaro’s clients included Devon Energy, an oil and gas company based in Oklahoma, and other energy providers. In the Trump administration, he’s a special assistant to the president focusing on energy policies. 

Catanzaro’s duties can include “broad policy matters and particular matters of general applicability relating to energy and environmental policy issues”, according to his waiver. “The Administration has an interest in you working on covered matters due to your experience and expertise on these issues.” 
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George Soros has accused the Hungarian prime minister Viktor Orbán of building a “mafia state”, as he warned the fate of the Central European University he founded still hangs in the balance.

 The Hungarian-born financier and philanthropist said he was confident the university’s defence of its freedom would ultimately “bring the slow-moving wheels of justice into motion”, but said it and other organisations he had backed were still at risk under the Orbán-led government.

Hungary’s populist prime minister has introduced tough measures for the registration of foreign-registered universities that could force the closure of the CEU, one of the top academies in the region. Thousands of people protested in Budapest in April against a bill seen by many as targeting the university.

In a wide-ranging speech on European integration, where he recalled how his Jewish family fled the Nazi occupation of Hungary, Soros hit back at Orbán for casting him as a scheming “currency speculator” in an “unrelenting propaganda campaign”.






Orbán on offensive after EU takes legal action over Soros university








“This is not who I am. I am the proud founder of the Central European University.”

Soros said he was “full of admiration for the courageous way the Hungarian people have resisted the deception and corruption of the mafia state the Orbán regime has established”.

Earlier in the speech, he defined a mafia state as one that maintained the facade of democracy, while rulers used the media and judiciary to enrich and keep themselves in power.

Speaking to a Brussels audience, Soros called for a radical reinvention of the EU to overcome the bloc’s “existential crisis”. He painted a vivid picture of the problems gnawing at the EU’s foundations, from the “dysfunctional” eurozone that had led to imposed austerity on debtors, to hostile neighbours and unreliable allies. 

“Externally, the EU is surrounded by hostile powers – [Vladimir] Putin’s Russia, [Recep Tayyip] Erdoğan’s Turkey, [Abdel-Fatah al-] Sisi’s Egypt and the America that [Donald] Trump would like to create if he could, but can’t.”

 But the “biggest threat” in Soros’s view is “the danger of a banking and migration crisis in Italy”. Italy’s government, which could face early elections, is struggling to deal with thousands of migrants crossing the Mediterranean sea, as well as the unsolved problem of Italian banks weighed down by bad loans.






Thousands protest in Hungary over threat to Soros university








Soros also predicted that Britain’s EU divorce could take five years and “will be an immensely damaging process, harmful to both sides”. But the man who once bet and won against the Bank of England, said a British vote to rejoin the EU could not be ruled out.

He urged the bloc not to punish Britain, but to use Brexit as a catalyst for far-reaching reforms, a process he thinks could help trigger a vote to rejoin the EU. “This seems practically inconceivable right now, but in reality, it is quite attainable.” 

Despite the daunting list of crises, Soros said there was momentum to change Europe for the better, citing setbacks for the anti-EU populists Geert Wilders in the Netherlands and Marine Le Pen in France, as well as the growth of pro-EU civil society groups such as the German-founded Pulse of Europe and the tactical-voting group Best for Britain.
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India has posted its slowest growth rate in two years, ceding its status as the world’s fastest-growing major economy to China, with economists blaming the downturn partly on last year’s shock decision to recall the country’s two highest-value bank notes.






India withdraws 500 and 1,000 rupee notes in effort to fight corruption








Analysts said the 6.1% GDP growth figure for the January to March quarter – compared with China’s 6.9% – reflected a general economic slowdown in the south Asian giant, compounded by the shock demonetisation of 500 and 1,000 rupee banknotes, worth approximately £6 and £12.

The move led to months of acute cash shortages across India that hit the country’s manufacturing and construction sectors particularly hard, the former recording slower growth than in the same period last year. The construction sector contracted by 3.7%.

The cash recall was intended to hasten the country’s transition towards a formal economy and close down the booming economy of untaxed cash transactions, which aid corruption, the funding of terrorist groups and keeps counterfeit notes in circulation. It was also expected to unearth stashes of untaxed wealth in a country where just 1% pay income tax. 

India’s Reserve Bank is yet to say how much “black money” was deposited in banks but early indications suggest it was less than expected.






India's small businesses facing 'apocalypse' amid biggest financial experiment in history








Gurchuran Das, an economic commentator, said the lagging growth was well below the rate India required to create enough jobs to match the number of new entrants to the workforce, estimated to be roughly 1 million people a month.

“It shows that demonetisation was a big mistake,” he said. “What this has done is put us back about six months. We should have been inching towards 8% annual growth, but have ended up around 7.1%.

“We’ve really got to be at 9% growth to create the jobs we need,” he said. “Already we were having problems creating those jobs, but demonetisation has exacerbated it by a couple of quarters.”

He said the economy had bounced back after cash shortages eased in January and the country was likely reach 8% growth in the next three to four years, a prediction shared by the global ratings agency Moody’s.






India's banknote ban: how Modi botched the policy yet kept his political capital








Arvind Subramanian, India’s chief economist, said the reduction in growth was “quite expected” after demonetisation, and that the replenishment of cash stocks and the monsoon period would help the economy rebound.

Growth in India has been slowing since the middle of 2016, according to HSBC, but Das said the country’s economy was generally wellmanaged. “The inflation rate is the lowest it’s been in five years, the fiscal deficit has come down, and India has in fact become the largest destination for foreign investment in the world,” the former CEO of Procter & Gamble India said.

He added that the key to creating high-productivity jobs in the formal sector was expanding India’s share of global exports, currently around 1.7%.
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  Prime Minister Narendra Modi arriving in St Petersburg on Wednesday. Photograph: Tass/Barcroft Images




India is preparing to introduce a national goods and services tax in July that is expected to make the country a more attractive destination for foreign investment, cut red tape for business and increase trade between states. But Moody’s has warned the country needs to further reduce debt levels if it hopes to boost its international credit rating, currently just above junk status.

Although the implementation of demonetisation was seen as botched by some, the policy is thought to have been a political coup for the Indian prime minister, Narendra Modi. In March, he decisively won an election in India’s largest state that was seen as a referendum on the scheme.
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Keir Starmer tells Owen Jones: 'Brexit is an opportunity for sensible immigration rules' - video | Global | The Guardian


Keir Starmer tells Owen Jones that a Labour government would honour the result of the referendum on leaving the European Union and that it provides a blank piece of paper on which to write ‘fair, effective and humane’ immigration policies. The shadow Brexit secretary adds that Theresa May’s threat to walk away with no deal would be a ‘disaster’.

An extended version of this interview is available on Owen Jones’s YouTube channel
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        Bryan Daniels, Marine With History Of Heroism, Disarmed Suspect In Boulder, CO Murder
        Dapandico

        Running to the sound of battle. Via The Denver Channel: A Marine with a history of heroism disarmed the suspect accused of shooting and killing a man execution-style inside a Boulder bar early Monday morning, then helped try and save the victim’s life as his co-worker subdued the suspect until police arrived. The affidavit for [&#8230;]

      

      
        Unbelievable: Kathy Griffin To Hold Press Conference With Attorney To Complain…Of ‘Bullying’ From Trumps
        Nickarama

        We really are living in an alternative universe where right is wrong, truth is false and the bully is the victim. And the attorney is the daughter of ambulance chaser Gloria Allred. Ambulance Chaser 2.0. Via Daily Caller: Kathy Griffin is holding a press conference on Friday to complain about the “bullying from the Trump [&#8230;]

      

      
        France’s New President Macron Invites Americans To Flee To France After Trump Exit Paris Agreement
        Nickarama

        That&#8217;s just his way of spitting in Trump&#8217;s eye. People would laugh at Macron. Via Washington Examiner: French President Emmanuel Macron offered Americans a &#8220;second homeland&#8221; in France to help &#8220;make our planet great again,&#8221; a clear jab against President Trump after he announced that his administration will reject the Paris climate agreement. In a [&#8230;]

      

      
        TRUMP: Paris Accord Is A Plan To ‘Redistribute Wealth Out Of The US’
        Nickarama

        Hence the reason to kick it to the curb&#8230; Via Daily Caller: President Donald Trump said a U.S. withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement is “in America’s economic interest and won’t matter much to the climate.” “The United States will withdraw from the Paris climate accord,” Trump said in the Rose Garden Thursday, announcing his [&#8230;]

      

      
        Martin O’Malley Admits Democrat Stole House Seat Through Maryland Gerrymandering
        Nickarama

        Busted! Via Daily Caller: Former Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley admitted that he, along with other Maryland Democrats, gerrymandered the state’s 6th district to oust long-time Republican incumbent Rep. Roscoe Bartlett in 2012, the Baltimore Sun reported Wednesday. A lawsuit filed in 2013 alleged gerrymandering has been moving through Maryland’s courts, forcing Democrats to talk about [&#8230;]

      

      
        New GOP TV Ad Features “Liberal Extremist” Kathy Griffin
        Dapandico

        About time. Via Modesto Bee: A Republican Super PAC has found a new way to target Democratic candidates: Kathy Griffin. A new ad uses the controversial comedian to criticize Democrat Jon Ossoff, saying her recent controversial actions are part of a pattern of behavior from “liberal extremists” who now support the House candidate running in [&#8230;]

      

      
        Video: Man In Muslim Robe Tries To Stab Customer Buying Beer In Paris Supermarket
        Dapandico

        Crazed with hunger. Via Heat St: Video footage has emerged of a man in a loose-fitting Muslim robe attacking a customer at knife-point outside a Paris supermarket. The incident took place outside a Monoprix supermarket in the 13th district of the French capital Tuesday night, Le Point newspaper reported, posting a video of the incident. [&#8230;]

      

      
        Evergreen State College Closed Due To ‘Direct Threat To Campus Safety’
        Nickarama

        This is were unchecked leftism leads. And this is a declared &#8216;progressive college&#8217; but it&#8217;s still not enough for the social justice warriors. If you&#8217;ve been following the story, these crazy students took over their school after some faculty members objected to them kicking white people off the campus for the day. The racist students [&#8230;]

      

      
        Donald Trump, Jr. Defends Barron After ‘Jeopardy’ Champion Ken Jennings Mocks Him
        Nickarama

        Via Fox News: One “Jeopardy!” champion and best-selling children’s book author is facing heat after mocking President Trump’s 11-year-old son Barron over the controversial photo of Kathy Griffin holding a blooded mask of the 70-year-old. Ken Jennings posted a tweet Wednesday that appeared to reference a report by TMZ that alleged Barron was watching television [&#8230;]

      

      
        The Travel “Ban” Is Headed To SCOTUS…
        ZIP

        Where it will finally get a real hearing. via Daily Caller: The Department of Justice will bring its defense of President Donald Trump’s executive order on refugees and migrants to the Supreme Court, after the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a ruling barring the order’s enforcement. “This Department of Justice will continue to [&#8230;]

      

      
        Obama Says Trump Pulling U.S. Out Of The Paris Agreement Means America Will “Reject The Future”…
        ZIP

        Or something. JUST IN: Statement from President Barack Obama on the Paris Climate Accord: pic.twitter.com/hVDrsPFrTH &#8212; NBC News (@NBCNews) June 1, 2017 Rejecting him is embracing the future.

      

      
        Suddenly Schumer: Disappointed That Trump Has Not Moved Embassy To Jerusalem…
        ZIP

        Chuck Schumer suddenly cares about Jewish people. Via Washington Examiner: Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer said he is &#8220;disappointed&#8221; President Trump issued a waiver to delay moving the U.S. embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. &#8220;As someone who believes that Jerusalem is the undivided capital of Israel, I am deeply disappointed in President [&#8230;]

      

      
        BREAKING: Trump Pulls Out Of Paris Climate Accord…
        Nickarama

        Watch liberals implode in 3&#8230;2&#8230;1&#8230; Via NY Times: WASHINGTON — President Trump announced Thursday that he will withdraw the United States from participation in the Paris climate accord, weakening global efforts to combat climate change and siding with conservatives who argued that the landmark 2015 agreement was harming the economy. But he will stick to [&#8230;]

      

      
        Dem Mega Donor Tom Steyer Says Withdrawing From Paris Climate Accord Is Act Of War…
        ZIP

        Guy really needs to switch to decaf&#8230;

      

      
        Girl Gets Into Yale After Writing Essay About Liking Pizza…
        ZIP

        She persisted? Via Yahoo: Carolina Williams, of Brentwood, Tennessee, said it was “surreal” when she found out in March she was accepted at Yale University. Even more bewildering for the high school student was when a few weeks later, Williams received notes from the Ivy League university&#8217;s admissions team that singled out an application essay [&#8230;]

      

      
        Report: Nearly 3 Of 4 States Join Trump’s Fight To End Sanctuary Cities, Illegal Immigration…
        Huck Funn

        The Federal government, Congress and a firm majority of states are now joined against illegal immigration. The illegal aliens can now self-deport to their countries of origin or to the Sanctuary Seventeen. Via Washington Examiner: Two thirds of the nation&#8217;s states have taken action to join in President Trump&#8217;s bid to crackdown on illegal immigration [&#8230;]

      

      
        Feminist Writer Attacks The Beatles’ Sgt Pepper For ‘Taking Pop Music Away From Girls And Making It The Music Of Men’
        Huck Funn

        Leave it to a lefty like Amanda Marcotte to take a much loved and renowned album like Sgt. Pepper and use it in a divisive manner to drive some sort of weird wedge between men and women. Via Daily Mail: A feminist writer has attacked the Beatles for taking pop music away from girls and [&#8230;]

      

      
        Hillary Clinton Uses 9/11 To Justify Taking Money From Wall Street…
        ZIP

        Not the first time she&#8217;s said this.

      

      
        Top Academic Journal Apologizes After Excluding Black Writers From Black Lives Matter Issue…
        ZIP

        Love when libs turn on each other. Via Yahoo News: A prestigious academic journal has come under fire after publishing an issue dedicated to Black Lives Matter with no black writers. The Journal of Political Philosophy allotted more than 60 pages of its June issue to the movement, authored by three white professors. Two academics [&#8230;]

      

      
        LSU Students Accuse ‘Violent’ Tiger Mascot Of Being ‘Symbol Of White Oppression’
        Huck Funn

        Just look at all of that racism and violence. I&#8217;ll bet there&#8217;s even a white person inside the tiger suit. The horror&#8230; Via Heat Street: Students at Louisiana State University have started an online petition urging the establishment to change its “Tigers” mascot, claiming it’s the symbol of “white oppression”. The petition, which has so [&#8230;]
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Bryan Daniels, Marine With History Of Heroism, Disarmed Suspect In Boulder, CO Murder | Weasel Zippers
Running to the sound of battle.

A Marine with a history of heroism disarmed the suspect accused of shooting and killing a man execution-style inside a Boulder bar early Monday morning, then helped try and save the victim’s life as his co-worker subdued the suspect until police arrived.

The affidavit for Louis Joseph Sebastian, 32, was unsealed and released Thursday as Sebastian was formally charged with one count of first degree murder and one count of carrying a concealed weapon.

The affidavit details a night of arguing between him and the victim, 49-year-old Christopher King, originally from San Marcos, Calif.

It says the two men had been invited to a Boulder house party earlier Sunday, though several people at the party were uncomfortable with Sebastian being there because of his personality, and King had been invited accidentally by one of the party hosts whom he had “hooked up” with before.[…]

Patrons then watched as Sebastian walked in the door after King about 10 seconds later, and shot him twice while standing over him “from approximately 5 feet away,” according to the affidavit. King was pleading with Sebastian to stop, police said.

Bryan Daniels, the chef at Bramble and Hare, and Griffin Farro, the restaurant’s bartender and manager, sprang into action.

Daniels ran toward Sebastian and was able to get ahold of his gun. Though Sebastian struggled, Daniels, who was a Marine for five years, wrestled the gun away—having to hit Sebastian in the eye with the gun’s butt to get him to settle down.

Farro then put Sebastian in a full nelson hold until police arrived. Sebastian was saying while being held down that he was attacked, according to police.

Daniels disarmed the weapon, according to the affidavit, then went to check on King.

Though 911 had already been called, Daniels told those there he had a “military grade” first-aid kit in his car, according to the affidavit. He ran to his car to get it, where he also stored Sebastian’s gun until police arrived.

Keep reading…
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Unbelievable: Kathy Griffin To Hold Press Conference With Attorney To Complain…Of ‘Bullying’ From Trumps | Weasel Zippers
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We really are living in an alternative universe where right is wrong, truth is false and the bully is the victim.

And the attorney is the daughter of ambulance chaser Gloria Allred. Ambulance Chaser 2.0.

Via Daily Caller: 

Kathy Griffin is holding a press conference on Friday to complain about the “bullying from the Trump family that she has endured” following the release of a photo spread showing the comedian holding up a bloodied head of President Trump.

Lisa Bloom, the daughter of famed feminist litigator Gloria Allred and Griffin’s newly hired lawyer, made the shocking announcement on Twitter.

Keep reading…
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France’s New President Macron Invites Americans To Flee To France After Trump Exit Paris Agreement | Weasel Zippers
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That’s just his way of spitting in Trump’s eye. People would laugh at Macron.

Via Washington Examiner: 

French President Emmanuel Macron offered Americans a “second homeland” in France to help “make our planet great again,” a clear jab against President Trump after he announced that his administration will reject the Paris climate agreement.

In a short video posted online Thursday, Macron said that while he respects Trump’s decision, it was a “mistake” for the U.S. to exit the international accord.

“Tonight, I wish to tell the United States: France believes in you. The world believes in you. I know that you are a great nation,” Macron said.

He called on certain types, like scientists and “responsible citizens” who were disappointed by Trump’s announcement, to come to France.

“I call on them. Come and work here with us. To work together on concrete solutions for our kind, our environment. I can assure you France will not give up the fight,” Macron said.

Keep reading…
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TRUMP: Paris Accord Is A Plan To ‘Redistribute Wealth Out Of The US’ | Weasel Zippers
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Hence the reason to kick it to the curb…

Via Daily Caller: 

President Donald Trump said a U.S. withdrawal from the Paris climate agreement is “in America’s economic interest and won’t matter much to the climate.”

“The United States will withdraw from the Paris climate accord,” Trump said in the Rose Garden Thursday, announcing his pulling out of the Paris agreement, which the Obama administration joined in 2016.

“I was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris,” Trump said.

Trump made good on his campaign promise to withdraw from the Paris agreement after months of internal struggle within the White House. Trump said Paris puts the U.S. at an economic disadvantage and is being pushed by economic competitors.

“This agreement is less about the climate and more about other countries gaining a financial advantage over the United States,” Trump, specifically singling out China and India.

China and India joined the Paris agreement in 2016, but neither have plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. China said it would “peak” emissions by 2030 and India has been promised foreign aid to boost green energy production.

“They can do whatever they want for 13 years. Not us,” Trump said of China.

Keep reading…
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Martin O’Malley Admits Democrat Stole House Seat Through Maryland Gerrymandering | Weasel Zippers
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Busted!

Via Daily Caller: 

Former Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley admitted that he, along with other Maryland Democrats, gerrymandered the state’s 6th district to oust long-time Republican incumbent Rep. Roscoe Bartlett in 2012, the Baltimore Sun reported Wednesday.

A lawsuit filed in 2013 alleged gerrymandering has been moving through Maryland’s courts, forcing Democrats to talk about what the Baltimore Sun says many already suspected: Democratic redistricting was unconstitutional. Following the 2010 census, Democrats expanded Bartlett’s 6th district into the heavily-Democratic Montgomery and Frederick counties.

Keep reading…
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New GOP TV Ad Features “Liberal Extremist” Kathy Griffin | Weasel Zippers



About time.

Via Modesto Bee:

 A Republican Super PAC has found a new way to target Democratic candidates: Kathy Griffin.

A new ad uses the controversial comedian to criticize Democrat Jon Ossoff, saying her recent controversial actions are part of a pattern of behavior from “liberal extremists” who now support the House candidate running in Georgia’s 6th Congressional District.

Griffin drew widespread condemnation this week when she was pictured holding a fake severed head made to look like President Donald Trump. The head was covered in fake blood.

“Now a celebrity Jon Ossoff supporter is making jokes about beheading the president of the United States,” a narrator intones in the ad. “It’s not funny.”

Video of Griffin holding the head appears in the ad, alongside images of liberal filmmaker Michael Moore and black-hooded protestors smashing windows.

Keep reading…


HT: Wirecutter 
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Video: Man In Muslim Robe Tries To Stab Customer Buying Beer In Paris Supermarket | Weasel Zippers



Crazed with hunger.

Via Heat St:

Video footage has emerged of a man in a loose-fitting Muslim robe attacking a customer at knife-point outside a Paris supermarket.

The incident took place outside a Monoprix supermarket in the 13th district of the French capital Tuesday night, Le Point newspaper reported, posting a video of the incident.

The video shows a dark-skinned man armed with a very long knife vehemently launching himself on a shopper who was exiting the supermarket, a pack of beer in his hand. The weapon was allegedly concealed under the man’s djellaba, a long loose-fitting robe worn by men in the Maghreb region of North Africa, the paper said.

The victim had the reflex to protect himself with his forearm, while one of his friends took the assailant by the throat, forcing him to retreat.

According to a source close to the investigation cited in Le Point, the attacker was born in December 1996 in Paris. Quickly identified, the suspect was not arrested at his home but at a friend’s house north of the capital on Wednesday morning.

The two men were placed in custody and their apartments searched.

Keep reading…
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Evergreen State College Closed Due To ‘Direct Threat To Campus Safety’ | Weasel Zippers
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This is were unchecked leftism leads. And this is a declared ‘progressive college’ but it’s still not enough for the social justice warriors.

If you’ve been following the story, these crazy students took over their school after some faculty members objected to them kicking white people off the campus for the day. The racist students then claimed the faculty were racist and demanded they be fired and began protesting the school. 

The president of the school ordered the police to stand down and not evict the students who were occupying the buildings and he even forgave them their homework that they were supposed to do while they were protesting. 

And now to the present…

Via Fox News: 

Evergreen State College in Washington state was abruptly closed Thursday morning after officials received a “direct threat to campus safety.”

“All are asked to leave campus or return to residence halls for instructions,” said a statement on the college’s website. 

Law enforcement thought the threat via a 911 call was credible enough to forward to Evergreen State College in Olympia, and school officials decided to close the campus, Sandra Kaiser, Evergreen’s vice president for college relations, told reporters Thursday.

Campus police declined to elaborate on the nature of the threat when contacted by Fox News.

Keep reading…
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Donald Trump, Jr. Defends Barron After ‘Jeopardy’ Champion Ken Jennings Mocks Him | Weasel Zippers
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Via Fox News: 

One “Jeopardy!” champion and best-selling children’s book author is facing heat after mocking President Trump’s 11-year-old son Barron over the controversial photo of Kathy Griffin holding a blooded mask of the 70-year-old.

Ken Jennings posted a tweet Wednesday that appeared to reference a report by TMZ that alleged Barron was watching television at home when he saw the graphic image on the screen, prompting him to believe the beheading was real:

Keep reading…
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The Travel “Ban” Is Headed To SCOTUS… | Weasel Zippers
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Where it will finally get a real hearing. 

via Daily Caller:

The Department of Justice will bring its defense of President Donald Trump’s executive order on refugees and migrants to the Supreme Court, after the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a ruling barring the order’s enforcement.

“This Department of Justice will continue to vigorously defend the power and duty of the Executive Branch to protect the people of this country from danger, and will seek review of this case in the United States Supreme Court,” Sessions said in a statement shortly after the ruling Thursday.

There are several paths by which the ruling could reach the high court. The Department demurred when TheDCNF asked how it planned to proceed.

Keep reading…
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Obama Says Trump Pulling U.S. Out Of The Paris Agreement Means America Will “Reject The Future”… | Weasel Zippers

Or something.


JUST IN: Statement from President Barack Obama on the Paris Climate Accord: pic.twitter.com/hVDrsPFrTH

— NBC News (@NBCNews) June 1, 2017


Rejecting him is embracing the future.
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Suddenly Schumer: Disappointed That Trump Has Not Moved Embassy To Jerusalem… | Weasel Zippers
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Chuck Schumer suddenly cares about Jewish people.

Via Washington Examiner:

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer said he is “disappointed” President Trump issued a waiver to delay moving the U.S. embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

“As someone who believes that Jerusalem is the undivided capital of Israel, I am deeply disappointed in President Trump’s decision,” Schumer, D-N.Y., said in a statement.

Trump promised when he campaigned for the presidency to move the embassy to Jerusalem if he won. Aides have said he plans to move the embassy eventually. Past presidents, including President Barack Obama, refused to move the embassy for security reasons.

Keep reading…
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BREAKING: Trump Pulls Out Of Paris Climate Accord… | Weasel Zippers



Watch liberals implode in 3…2…1…

Via NY Times: 

WASHINGTON — President Trump announced Thursday that he will withdraw the United States from participation in the Paris climate accord, weakening global efforts to combat climate change and siding with conservatives who argued that the landmark 2015 agreement was harming the economy.

But he will stick to the withdrawal process laid out in the Paris agreement, which President Barack Obama joined and most of the world has already ratified. That could take nearly four years to complete, meaning a final decision would be up to the American voters in the next presidential election.

Still, Mr. Trump’s decision is a remarkable rebuke to fellow heads-of-state, climate activists, corporate executives and members of the president’s own staff, all of whom failed this week to change Mr. Trump’s mind with an intense, last-minute lobbying blitz.

Keep reading…
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Dem Mega Donor Tom Steyer Says Withdrawing From Paris Climate Accord Is Act Of War… | Weasel Zippers

Guy really needs to switch to decaf…
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Girl Gets Into Yale After Writing Essay About Liking Pizza… | Weasel Zippers
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She persisted?

Via Yahoo:

Carolina Williams, of Brentwood, Tennessee, said it was “surreal” when she found out in March she was accepted at Yale University.

Even more bewildering for the high school student was when a few weeks later, Williams received notes from the Ivy League university’s admissions team that singled out an application essay she wrote about her love for Papa John’s pizza.

NYC college student has impromptu subway graduation ceremony after train gets stuck underground

Stranger buys soldier’s $350 plane ticket so he can see family for Memorial Day weekend

“It really tickled me that they specifically commented on that one because there were a ton of essays,” Williams, who wrote nearly 10 essays for her Yale application alone, told ABC News. “I think it stood out because it was just very genuine and reflective of me and it was kind of taking a risk, I guess.”

Williams wrote about ordering Papa John’s pizza in reply to a 200-words or less essay prompt to write about what you love to do.

“I love to order pizza from Papa John’s so much. I do it like once a week,” she said. “That was my first thought when I saw that prompt.”

Putting aside worries her essay topic would seem “silly,” Williams wrote about how ordering from the pizza chain gave her independence as a child and was used as both a source of consolation and celebration as she grew up.

“As a fellow lover of pizza, I laughed out loud (then ordered pizza) after reading your application,” read one note to Williams from Yale’s admissions team, while another read, “I laughed so hard on your pizza essay. I kept thinking that you are the kind of person that I would love to be best friends with.”

Keep reading…
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Report: Nearly 3 Of 4 States Join Trump’s Fight To End Sanctuary Cities, Illegal Immigration… | Weasel Zippers
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The Federal government, Congress and a firm majority of states are now joined against illegal immigration. The illegal aliens can now self-deport to their countries of origin or to the Sanctuary Seventeen. 

Via  Washington Examiner:

Two thirds of the nation’s states have taken action to join in President Trump’s bid to crackdown on illegal immigration and “sanctuary cities,” a sweeping national move that would bolster the administration’s effort even if it loses in the Supreme Court.

The Migration Policy Institute reports that 33 states have moved to choke off illegal immigration, led by Texas which OK’d a law to block cities from giving “sanctuary” to illegals.

“While Texas was the first state to pass a sweeping law focused on illegal immigration since the presidential election, at least 32 other states have introduced immigration enforcement bills,” said the Institute.

Trump has focused on deporting illegal immigrants with criminal records or who are facing criminal charges. He is also hoping to block refugees and immigrants from several countries with terrorist ties.

States, meanwhile, are looking mostly at restricting the ability of cities to become sanctuaries for illegals, even those with criminal records.

According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, as of May 8, 2017, 24 states were considering anti-sanctuary bills and four had passed such legislation during their 2017 legislative sessions, said the Institute.

“Georgia and Indiana enacted laws restricting postsecondary institutions from adopting sanctuary policies. Mississippi went a step further, prohibiting local jurisdictions and postsecondary institutions from adopting or maintaining sanctuary policies,” said the group. 

Keep reading…
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Feminist Writer Attacks The Beatles’ Sgt Pepper For ‘Taking Pop Music Away From Girls And Making It The Music Of Men’ | Weasel Zippers
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Leave it to a lefty like Amanda Marcotte to take a much loved and renowned album like Sgt. Pepper and use it in a divisive manner to drive some sort of weird wedge between men and women. 

Via Daily Mail:

A feminist writer has attacked the Beatles for taking pop music away from girls and making it the ‘music of men’.

Amanda Marcotte slammed the Fab Four’s seminal album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, which celebrated its 50th anniversary this year, because it ‘repelled the female gaze.’

Marcotte, who writes for left-wing US website Salon, ‘resents’ Sgt Pepper because it transformed the Beatles from being a band teenage girls could enjoy to ‘respectable art’ aimed at ‘grown men’.

The writer claimed that when Beatlemania first took the world by storm in the early 1960s, teenage girls were roundly mocked for their hysterical fandom – which she described as an ‘uncorking of repressed lust.’

Marcotte added that teenyboppers liked Lennon, McCartney, Harrison and Starr because they wanted to ‘f*** the Beatles’.

However, she claimed the change in the Liverpudlian band’s image, specifically on their album cover, to musicians in ‘goofy-looking uniforms’ meant their music was ripped away from their teenage fanbase.

She wrote on Salon: ‘Sgt. Pepper’ is a good pop record, don’t get me wrong. ‘But it’s a record I resent, because it helped cement this notion that music for girls is silly and music for men is artistically significant. ‘It’s a notion that is doubly appalling because history shows, time and time again, that girl-tastes are the ones that are ahead of the curve.’ 

Keep reading…
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Hillary Clinton Uses 9/11 To Justify Taking Money From Wall Street… | Weasel Zippers

Not the first time she’s said this.
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Top Academic Journal Apologizes After Excluding Black Writers From Black Lives Matter Issue… | Weasel Zippers
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Love when libs turn on each other.

Via Yahoo News:

A prestigious academic journal has come under fire after publishing an issue dedicated to Black Lives Matter with no black writers.

The Journal of Political Philosophy allotted more than 60 pages of its June issue to the movement, authored by three white professors. Two academics in African-American studies wrote open letters addressing the lack of black voices and criticizing the journal for routinely ignoring issues related to race.

University of California, Los Angeles professor Melvin Lee Rogers sent the editors of the journal an email, which he later posted on Facebook, expressing his disappointment with the series of articles.

“It is profoundly troubling that a symposium named in honor of the movement effectively performs the invisibility and devaluation of black life via the exclusion of scholars of color that the movement would otherwise challenge,” Rogers wrote on Wednesday. “This is especially upsetting because there are a number of political theorists and philosophers of color positioned to easily say something meaningful about the movement and its connection to substantive normative issues.”

He then listed several black philosophers who would have been more suitable candidates to contribute to the journal.

Yale professor Christopher Lebron also wrote a letter on Wednesday noting the irony of all white writers addressing Black Lives Matter, a movement aimed at ending the erasure of black lives. He also criticized the journal for completely ignoring issues dealing with race for the past few years.

“One might (or might not) be surprised to learn that at four issues a year, making a total of nearly twenty issues … the Journal of Political Philosophy has not published a single article on the philosophy of race: voting, elections, immigration, global markets, and animals have gotten their time in the journal’s sun,” he wrote.
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LSU Students Accuse ‘Violent’ Tiger Mascot Of Being ‘Symbol Of White Oppression’ | Weasel Zippers

[image: ]

Just look at all of that racism and violence. I’ll bet there’s even a white person inside the tiger suit. The horror…

Via Heat Street:

Students at Louisiana State University have started an online petition urging the establishment to change its “Tigers” mascot, claiming it’s the symbol of “white oppression”.

The petition, which has so far attracted 450 signatures, says the mascot was picked by “powerful white males” in tribute to “a Confederate regiment called Louisiana’s Tigers,” who were “known for their propensity for violence on and off the battle field.”

“Louisiana State University named their mascot the Tigers, and they named it during the height of Jim Crow South. This was a time when black men feared for their lives, and were treated as sub human. This symbol is the most prevalent confederate symbol in the United States,” the petition’s opening reads, Campus Reform reports.

The petition’s author claims the mascot is “incredibly insulting” for African Americans because they have to “attend a school that honors Confederate militantism.”

“It is already hard enough to be black at LSU, and these symbols must be changed.”

The student gave another reason why the tiger mascot ought to be changed: “It’s also cruel to cage a wild animal for the amusement of privileged white people. They’ve never been in a cage!”

To illustrate the apparently racist undertones of the mascot, the petition mentions Dr. Charles Coates (the university’s administrator between 1893-1939), who explained back in 1937 that the tiger mascot was chosen because of the state’s Civil War heritage and for the actual Louisiana Tigers’ fierce fighting.

In addition, Coates pointed out to the trend of naming football teams after “vicious animals” like the Yale Bulldogs or Princeton Tigers.

Keep reading…










This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.weaselzippers.us/341625-lsu-students-accuse-violent-tiger-mascot-of-being-symbol-of-white-oppression-want-it-changed/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Weasel Zippers
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            RealClearPolitics ...
          
        

      

      The Huffington Post

      <div class="header container-fluid">
        
        <div class="search-bar row">
            
            <div class="col-xs-12 col-sm-1 col-md-1 col-lg-1 search-bar-logo">
                <img class="logo img-responsive" src="/s/img/mcom/logo.png" />
            </div>
            
            <div class="col-xs-12 col-sm-6 col-md-5 col-lg-5 search-bar-bar">
                <form action="/search/" method="get">
                    <div class="input-group">
                        <input class="form-control" name="q" type="search" />
                        <div class="input-group-btn">
                            <button class="btn btn-primary btn-lg search-btn" type="submit">
                                <span class="glyphicon glyphicon-search"></span>
                            </button>
                        </div>
                    </div>
                    <input name="t" type="text" value="9" />
                </form>
            </div>
            
            <div class="col-xs-12 col-sm-3 col-md-2 col-lg-2 hidden-xs search-bar-filter">
                <button class="btn btn-info pull-right adult-search" type="button">
                    <span class="adult-search-text">Search Filter Off</span> 
                    <span class="glyphicon glyphicon-ok-sign icon-white"></span>
                </button>
            </div>
            
        </div>
        
        
        <div class="row search-options-row">

            <div class="col-xs-12 col-sm-12 col-md-10 col-md-offset-1 col-lg-10 col-lg-offset-1">

                <ul class="list-inline search-options pull-right">
                    <li class="search-option"><a href="#pref-modal">Settings</a></li>
                    <li class="search-option-extra search-option"><a href="#faq-modal">F.A.Q.</a></li>
                    <div class="btn-group hidden-sm hidden-md hidden-lg search-option-more hidden-ie8">
                        <button class="btn btn-default dropdown-toggle" type="button">
                            More...
                            <span class="caret"></span>
                        </button>
                        <ul class="dropdown-menu">
                            
                            <li class="search-option"><a href="/news/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">News</a></li>
                            <li class="search-option"><a href="/music/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Music</a></li>
                            <li class="search-option"><a href="/movie/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Movies</a></li>
                            <li class="search-option"><a href="/book/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Books</a></li>
                            <li class="search-option"><a href="/app/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Apps</a></li>
                            
                            <li class="search-option"><a href="#faq-modal">F.A.Q.</a></li>
                        </ul>
                    </div>
                </ul>
                <ul class="list-inline search-options">
                    <li class="search-option search-option-selected"><a href="/search/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Web</a></li>
                    
                    <li class="search-option"><a href="/image/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Image</a></li>
                    <li class="search-option-extra search-option"><a href="/video/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Video</a></li>
                    <li class="search-option-extra search-option"><a href="/news/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">News</a></li>
                    <li class="search-option-extra search-option"><a href="/music/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Music</a></li>
                    <li class="search-option-extra search-option"><a href="/movie/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Movies</a></li>
                    <li class="search-option-extra search-option"><a href="/book/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Books</a></li>
                    <li class="search-option-extra search-option"><a href="/app/?q=Feed%20Huffington%20Post%20Latest%20Huffington%20Post">Apps</a></li>
                    
                </ul>

            </div>

        </div>
        
    </div>
    


    <div class="container-fluid">

        
        <div class="row">

            <div class="col-xs-12 col-sm-12 col-md-12 col-lg-5 col-lg-offset-1 serp-notification">

                <div class="alert alert-info alert-dismissable">
                    <button class="close" type="button">×</button>
                    <i class="icon-info-sign icon-white"></i> The Search Guide Service has been enabled to provide helpful searches from web address errors.  You entered an unknown name that the service used to present site suggestions which you may find useful.  Clicking any of these suggestions provides you with Yahoo! search results, which may include relevant sponsored links.
                </div>

            </div>

        </div>
        

        <div class="row">

            <div class="col-xs-12 col-sm-12 col-md-6 col-md-offset-1 col-lg-5 col-lg-offset-1">
                
                <div class="search-results">
                    
                    <h5>Search Results for “Feed Huffington Post Latest Huffington Post”</h5>
                    
                    <div class="b-links">
                        <small class="text-muted pull-right">
                            Ads
                        </small>
                        
                        
                        
                        <div class="link s-link">
                            
                            <a href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgwMDU4MTk0OTY3MTM4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjE-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f2593272.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd38v0t9VnlSy2RHjr3UcHFmzVUCUwqusASKj3N2Ezjvlm3nxqJFMMZvZsR7KZ_9DesRolBPioaMerumvFYGvQQAZFyb7218zyBuip3VW71gk3t9Rnbk7BMUumW6-wrbDaf3lFXvdBg9wx837GWrrmVDMLC2Kc%26u%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fstate.fivewfilednng.com%252fnet7recipe%253futm_term%253d%25252Blatest%2526kw%253dlatest-recipes%2526source%253dbing/RK=1/RS=8qwCsU7BdIoIX8XLgj_IBxrxpIo-">
                                <div class="link-title">
                                    <b>Latest</b> Recipes - View the Best Recipe Now
                                    
                                </div>
                                <div class="link-host"><img height="16px" src="http://l.yimg.com/pp/favicons-new/default.png" width="16px" /> www.findfreerecipes.com/recipes/free</div>
                            </a>
                                <div class="link-host"><img src="http://l.yimg.com/gi/mr/20131215/4_stars.png" /> 28 ratings</div>
                            <a href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgwMDU4MTk0OTY3MTM4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjE-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f2593272.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd38v0t9VnlSy2RHjr3UcHFmzVUCUwqusASKj3N2Ezjvlm3nxqJFMMZvZsR7KZ_9DesRolBPioaMerumvFYGvQQAZFyb7218zyBuip3VW71gk3t9Rnbk7BMUumW6-wrbDaf3lFXvdBg9wx837GWrrmVDMLC2Kc%26u%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fstate.fivewfilednng.com%252fnet7recipe%253futm_term%253d%25252Blatest%2526kw%253dlatest-recipes%2526source%253dbing/RK=1/RS=8qwCsU7BdIoIX8XLgj_IBxrxpIo-">
                                <div class="link-text">View the Best Recipe Available Online. Based on Thousands of User Reviews.</div>
                                
                            </a>
                            
                            <ul class="list-inline site-links">
                            
                            <li>
                                <a class="badge site-link" href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgwMDU4MTk0OTY3MTM4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjE-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f2593272.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3u_U8_WZzP5JoK3MkUpujNzVUCUwPk10mw86POmKCJIuInIxz7RCDXvQU2jUECa-begE0Qbq-Gld63PrO6uYCloJV1viAmgoX2QqTX2Uc_oxVPJFbLoaUhBSC9_4qLUrfUjHYGYZKhYd74-LMTOnIUxoLe14%26u%3dhttp%253a%252f%252frq.clicktrackdirect.com%252fivgVs2jIHcXCggSc%253futm_source%253d7%2526utm_medium%253dSearch_SEM%2526utm_term%253d%25252Blatest%2526utm_content%253dwl-recipes%252520-%252520Recipes%2526utm_campaign%253dbing%2526source%253dbing/RK=1/RS=XM3cnnpaWuY1_NmNu.C8T20x46s-">
                                    Free Recipes Online
                                    <div class="site-link-desc">Access all the best recipes online</div>
                                    <div class="site-link-desc">right from your web browser.</div>
                                </a>
                            </li>
                            
                            <li>
                                <a class="badge site-link" href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgwMDU4MTk0OTY3MTM4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjE-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f2593272.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3VWyMVSHRoPzgu7KNj6ZFWTVUCUxPdtd0l1daTDALE-hSkuj_ZjZ_HO9mcM8UIDTrNdgpqbqReQIlt76CjOVvAFoTuUvx-tqAr9MKdfPuiib9_MrDQnreghahAWclLZElRF1PwwdRonj-FjmpFwtZ1VEwNsg%26u%3dhttp%253a%252f%252frq.clicktrackdirect.com%252fivgVs2jIHcXCggSc%253futm_source%253d7%2526utm_medium%253dSearch_SEM%2526utm_term%253d%25252Blatest%2526utm_content%253dwl-recipes%252520-%252520Recipes%2526utm_campaign%253dbing%2526source%253dbing/RK=1/RS=R5fLDFPls7E8kSOVn9rMegKnrTY-">
                                    1000's of Recipes
                                    <div class="site-link-desc">If you're looking for recipes, look</div>
                                    <div class="site-link-desc">no further, access 1000's now.</div>
                                </a>
                            </li>
                            
                            <li>
                                <a class="badge site-link" href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgwMDU4MTk0OTY3MTM4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjE-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f2593272.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3mmcWfUuV8YdKI2huevBLdDVUCUxEZRllPpdKgYGAAhOvk5Kio9n9WSn_2sw0vJCE5d7EySOnEm6GzMcOtLiMkmyDYlDQgX-Pzlosr6huLMAJoLz6e6tyXs_ArFmWaroa7pIaf77jxUZ0RG4r_wNYOJWw9D4%26u%3dhttp%253a%252f%252frq.clicktrackdirect.com%252fivgVs2jIHcXCggSc%253futm_source%253d7%2526utm_medium%253dSearch_SEM%2526utm_term%253d%25252Blatest%2526utm_content%253dwl-recipes%252520-%252520Recipes%2526utm_campaign%253dbing%2526source%253dbing/RK=1/RS=b8u_pc4MiFyVAB9lYWwp71xNT4c-">
                                    View All Recipes
                                    <div class="site-link-desc">With this free browser extension</div>
                                    <div class="site-link-desc">get links to 1000's of recipes now.</div>
                                </a>
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                                <a class="badge site-link" href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgwMDU4MTk0OTY3MTM4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjE-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f2593272.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3p2YdoPNXrFBWOM9-EigeDjVUCUzqfeaxFA-ipUk2qfFNsL2pzCeJHq6WeSBnYTieQG-hBf_iyCJBFcMb0kXBaV4N3VOk9SExYVc1bBws6yMNq9ZMgHhYgpNXItb9nGYNe-QBLwu55NdHFOvoRFZ4pG8Y9y8%26u%3dhttp%253a%252f%252frq.clicktrackdirect.com%252fivgVs2jIHcXCggSc%253futm_source%253d7%2526utm_medium%253dSearch_SEM%2526utm_term%253d%25252Blatest%2526utm_content%253dwl-recipes%252520-%252520Recipes%2526utm_campaign%253dbing%2526source%253dbing/RK=1/RS=9cXecZeC57MZ3XgTE92C2RwIcdY-">
                                    Healthy Recipes
                                    <div class="site-link-desc">Get all the best healthy recipes</div>
                                    <div class="site-link-desc">available from your browser.</div>
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                        <div class="link s-link">
                            
                            <a href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTIyNTI5Njc0MTQmbHQ9MiZlcz1xVDhDdEZjR1BTX0U1VFlsJmplPTYyZTAwYjBjLTQ3N2EtMTFlNy1iZTg1LTM4NjNiYjQ4M2VkMC03ZjBiYTllNWE3MDAmdWk9MTczLjIxLjE4My4xMDgmanQ9MTQ5NjM5NzY2Mjg1MiZwcD1uMg--/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f0.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3Liu7s78mAZ607s6oO5pkizVUCUw2K3iIIDQ4Fr0g2-5dkPn1_f_YBjzLtm6q0OffQQQo-o1Gjke2_boA9R8DG5i847i96Ny_38TJVOy2C2ysVgDhrTzVxOTFfxds54WVBiR3IZbc1Og9NZqkQuez667C5Yg%26u%3dwww.cableveyag.com%252fswine%252f/RK=1/RS=Fm4E3wS84csDOh7pQOQXPL71J7I-">
                                <div class="link-title">
                                    <b>Feed</b> Swine Automatically!
                                    
                                </div>
                                <div class="link-host"><img height="16px" src="http://l.yimg.com/pp/favicons-new/default.png" width="16px" /> www.cableveyag.com/swine</div>
                            </a>
                                
                            <a href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTIyNTI5Njc0MTQmbHQ9MiZlcz1xVDhDdEZjR1BTX0U1VFlsJmplPTYyZTAwYjBjLTQ3N2EtMTFlNy1iZTg1LTM4NjNiYjQ4M2VkMC03ZjBiYTllNWE3MDAmdWk9MTczLjIxLjE4My4xMDgmanQ9MTQ5NjM5NzY2Mjg1MiZwcD1uMg--/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f0.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3Liu7s78mAZ607s6oO5pkizVUCUw2K3iIIDQ4Fr0g2-5dkPn1_f_YBjzLtm6q0OffQQQo-o1Gjke2_boA9R8DG5i847i96Ny_38TJVOy2C2ysVgDhrTzVxOTFfxds54WVBiR3IZbc1Og9NZqkQuez667C5Yg%26u%3dwww.cableveyag.com%252fswine%252f/RK=1/RS=Fm4E3wS84csDOh7pQOQXPL71J7I-">
                                <div class="link-text">Drop-Feeders Measure &amp; Dispense Easily. <b>Feed</b> pigs daily multiple times!</div>
                                
                                <div class="link-text">Cablevey Pig Feeding Systems - Efficient Drop Feeders to Feed Swine</div>
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                            <a href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgyMjU3MjMwMDIzMTA4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjM-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f67000065.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3jvw8ZoZHa6-PX3kmF_-WizVUCUyhKuooVtJEMAp4Gkg01o1fMUxjPBC1LZW6IaYFvNCgYA71twIONJJzKk0d-zhxLtyY0Lz2zydIssgohPx5lATgZQoXzhDRR8gT3-htoqjrGZO1z4x9RRbyRyUceMCkRaU%26u%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fus.wow.com%252fsearch%253fs_pt%253dsource2%2526s_it%253daolsem%2526q%253dlatest%2526s_chn%253d11/RK=1/RS=YFNQFgu35CELdmUElToa4Kx9mOk-">
                                <div class="link-title">
                                    <b>Latest</b> - Browse Results Instantly
                                    
                                </div>
                                <div class="link-host"><img height="16px" src="http://l.yimg.com/pp/favicons-new/default.png" width="16px" /> us.wow.com/Latest</div>
                            </a>
                                
                            <a href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgyMjU3MjMwMDIzMTA4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjM-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f67000065.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3jvw8ZoZHa6-PX3kmF_-WizVUCUyhKuooVtJEMAp4Gkg01o1fMUxjPBC1LZW6IaYFvNCgYA71twIONJJzKk0d-zhxLtyY0Lz2zydIssgohPx5lATgZQoXzhDRR8gT3-htoqjrGZO1z4x9RRbyRyUceMCkRaU%26u%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fus.wow.com%252fsearch%253fs_pt%253dsource2%2526s_it%253daolsem%2526q%253dlatest%2526s_chn%253d11/RK=1/RS=YFNQFgu35CELdmUElToa4Kx9mOk-">
                                <div class="link-text">Search for <b>Latest</b>. Find Quick Results and Explore Answers Now!</div>
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                            <ul class="list-inline site-links">
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                                <a class="badge site-link" href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgyMjU3MjMwMDIzMTA4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjM-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f67000065.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3U6YJLaWIQW2kRntQ2nsReDVUCUyQ-SQySCdlNMzkpa7tcpWN7KNVBZ3IuxVi64kFpD-HZkL2G9nhTXHyxHQDFg-MTuORgKo2piSfbtMi__bdjvQpgjLhNSifokbo1l44RFEmhn77Cw_XsKaxP4rYBmJVVIs%26u%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fus.wow.com%252fsearch%253fs_pt%253dsource2%2526s_it%253daolsem%2526q%253dlatest%2526s_chn%253d11/RK=1/RS=rMeDVa9CsrP.09Uo7OqfUUJn_sc-">
                                    Search Now!
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                                <a class="badge site-link" href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgyMjU3MjMwMDIzMTA4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjM-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f67000065.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3fAPqpQyeorB4UQCR7luQczVUCUz1FwqjgsoKIw6d9c6_p6K5beqGL_tqNRokdDGcL03CmI1ako2bMpj2lyCYAzEoKwnpwC8hRcy_R_3c_NnnlQG8b8m0hnlqd9c6ksZp7VJ9wiIMb9xJ9xfgvZEx-DaaCno%26u%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fus.wow.com%252fsearch%253fs_pt%253dsource2%2526s_it%253daolsem%2526q%253dlatest%2526s_chn%253d11/RK=1/RS=Z3wIGS3kpvQ2dt0rAKjaS9Hzo3s-">
                                    Find Fast Answers!
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                                <a class="badge site-link" href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgyMjU3MjMwMDIzMTA4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjM-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f67000065.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3qQ9mKx6k4bRMRjbft8CJRTVUCUzmltrDEko3yjM0czOKyR9IMpIEw8K3GjK7Ucb_5rmK8PQqcq3PFXhvpoSQfQvYq5I26Mq39MIo5OyALwahx1KNbPpx4Dj_ErAXW_clmrQyFWs0Pw8jvCB0C7Kci-nALec%26u%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fus.wow.com%252fsearch%253fs_pt%253dsource2%2526s_it%253daolsem%2526q%253dlatest%2526s_chn%253d11/RK=1/RS=FJcCrU71St8B0yFZB_2WAXR6KI0-">
                                    Related Search Results
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                                <a class="badge site-link" href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTgyMjU3MjMwMDIzMTA4Jmx0PTImZXM9OTVVUXJGRUdQUy5sV3VVTiZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjM-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f67000065.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd3Y5ncT4KWrVMgbLiWYe6gLDVUCUx21ys2z-_DSSfjHnD5utB7LWQfFYc1vWdWjHS5KDohdifMhTD9wPtFsaUbodboNEmwertq8O_q0GxTr_mIJUKLTuyNVXRt36LmeFo_WuDB8SgWdr5paEhdqozp8HyqKTY%26u%3dhttps%253a%252f%252fus.wow.com%252fsearch%253fs_pt%253dsource2%2526s_it%253daolsem%2526q%253dlatest%2526s_chn%253d11/RK=1/RS=2EVNkhiTM8XcJwCekHr.CFTdAgk-">
                                    Trending Results
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                            <a href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTc1NDUzOTk5NTkzMjY0Jmx0PTImZXM9MF95UEJaUUdQU19YVl9aUCZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjQ-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f146000261.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd37nuT3pwO6TrGgpIxOnIH4jVUCUxbUdZbRSGPo-9jbQdj8WuCXKUo3Q2YkvwSC1Ma_s-5HDYwIutnEtDgoMJzsfnMFWgYYJXmfI3M1mBAR8AFBQEYMnH0iDTBzjjFmujPBmLYJMC2JtbeSDVXrPL1ygBUTro%26u%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fus.alhea.com%252fego.tr2%252fsearch%252fweb%253fq%253dhuffington%252520post%252520huffington%252520post%2526alhea%253d98019%2526s%253dya%2526dev%253dc/RK=1/RS=1wfIqLWuE_IDe4I2LW3.zXi.ZXw-">
                                <div class="link-title">
                                    Search On Alhea.com - Several Search Engines at Once
                                    
                                </div>
                                <div class="link-host"><img height="16px" src="http://l.yimg.com/pp/favicons-new/20131101/alhea.com.png" width="16px" /> us.alhea.com/Results</div>
                            </a>
                                
                            <a href="https://r.search.yahoo.com/cbclk/dWU9QzJEQjdFRTcyNTkxNEVBMiZ1dD0xNDk2Mzk3NjYyODM2JnVvPTc1NDUzOTk5NTkzMjY0Jmx0PTImZXM9MF95UEJaUUdQU19YVl9aUCZqZT02MmUwMGIwYy00NzdhLTExZTctYmU4NS0zODYzYmI0ODNlZDAtN2YwYmE5ZTVhNzAwJnVpPTE3My4yMS4xODMuMTA4Jmp0PTE0OTYzOTc2NjI4NTImcHA9bjQ-/RV=2/RE=1496426463/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2f146000261.r.bat.bing.com%2f%3fld%3dd37nuT3pwO6TrGgpIxOnIH4jVUCUxbUdZbRSGPo-9jbQdj8WuCXKUo3Q2YkvwSC1Ma_s-5HDYwIutnEtDgoMJzsfnMFWgYYJXmfI3M1mBAR8AFBQEYMnH0iDTBzjjFmujPBmLYJMC2JtbeSDVXrPL1ygBUTro%26u%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fus.alhea.com%252fego.tr2%252fsearch%252fweb%253fq%253dhuffington%252520post%252520huffington%252520post%2526alhea%253d98019%2526s%253dya%2526dev%253dc/RK=1/RS=1wfIqLWuE_IDe4I2LW3.zXi.ZXw-">
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        Let's Stop Acting as If the 2016 Campaign Were Still On
        Michael Barone

        If you keep up with the news, you might think that the unpleasant and unedifying 2016 presidential campaign is still going on.
President Donald Trump, up early, is sending out tweets coarsely attacking foreign leaders and American politicians -- complete with misspelled words, in at least one case to the point of indecipherability.
Runner-up Hillary Clinton is supervising a busy staff, which, after she takes an hour for exercise, fills her in on the 60 minutes' latest news developments. A leader …

      

      
        What Does Russia Think? 'Washington Has Gone Crazy.'
        David Ignatius

        MOSCOW -- When Russian officials and analysts here talk about the U.S. investigation of their alleged hacking of the 2016 campaign, two themes predominate: They're flattered that their country is seen as such a powerful threat, and also amazed that America is so preoccupied with the scandal.
This is the official line, to be sure, but it was also expressed by several critics of the regime I interviewed this week. People can't quite believe the sudden reversal of fortunes: Russia is back as a globa…

      

      
        GOP Leaders Laud Trump Decision to Exit Climate Pact
        Caitlin Huey-Burns & James Arkin

        In a made-for-television address in the sun-soaked Rose Garden, President Trump announced his intention to withdraw the United States from a global accord to combat climate change, known as the Paris Agreement. The move signaled a campaign promise kept&mdash; a nod to themes of economic nationalism championed by one faction of the West Wing and a defiance of big business.  
"I was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris," Trump said, describing the deal as the "latest example o…

      

      
        First Family and Fashion: Trumps Set Own Style
        Caitlin Huey-Burns

        Each week, RCP's &ldquo;Politics Is Everything&rdquo; podcast examines how politics in the era of Donald Trump is impacting an industry or issue. This week's episode, No. 5,  spotlights the fashion industry.
When Melania Trump stepped out onto the world stage last week for the first time as first lady, all eyes were on the fashion.
The fuchsia caped dress in Riyadh, the black lace veil at the Vatican, the belted coatdress in Brussels. And, of course, the floral coat in Sicily. The last ensemble d…

      

      
        Is Afghanistan a Lost Cause?
        Patrick Buchanan

        "We are there and we are committed" was the regular retort of Secretary of State Dean Rusk during the war in Vietnam.
Whatever you may think of our decision to go in, Rusk was saying, if we walk away, the United States loses the first war in its history, with all that means for Southeast Asia and America's position in the world.
We face a similar moment of decision.
Wednesday, a truck bomb exploded near the diplomatic quarter of Kabul, killing 90 and wounding 460. So terrible was the atrocity tha…

      

      
        Au Revoir, Paris
        Erick Erickson

        President Trump has decided to remove the United States from the Paris Climate Accord. Given the hysteria over his decision, you would think he just launched a nuclear war. Instead, he exposed how so much of the left's agenda is meaningless virtue signaling.
The Paris Accord is a voluntary agreement to which every nation has joined except Syria and Nicaragua. No nation that signed the Paris Accord can be compelled to do anything and, in fact, not a single nation that has signed the accord has don…

      

      
        Caught in a Maelstrom, Trump Has Two Options
        Michael Gerson

        WASHINGTON -- In the churning, murky pond water of Kremlin-gate, a few things are increasingly clear:
First, the Russian-influence scandal is consuming Donald Trump, and this is likely to get worse as the special counsel's investigation moves forward. Associates describe the president as obsessed by coverage of the scandal -- an impression reinforced by tweets that seem to emerge involuntarily, like myoclonic jerks. Trump possesses nothing of Bill Clinton's talent for compartmentalization -- the …

      

      
        The Kids Are Not All Right
        Mona Charen

        More than 36 percent of teenaged girls in America are depressed or have suffered a recent major depressive episode, according to a study published in Translational Psychiatry. For boys, the rate is 13.6 percent. What are we doing to the kids?
It isn't just one study. Research throughout the last several decades has shown a consistent pattern of rising anxiety, depression, suicide and suicide attempts among American adolescents. A 2001 paper published by the Bureau of Economic Analysis found that …

      

      
        Trump Veterans Stay the Course Amid WH 'Chaos'
        Emily Goodin

        For White House staffers who are veterans of Donald Trump&rsquo;s 2016 presidential campaign, the ups and downs of this week have been just another day at the office. 
&ldquo;We suffer from Stockholm syndrome that has been forged in battle,&rdquo; one former senior transition official told RealClearPolitics, mischaracterizing somewhat the psychological condition in which captives come to sympathize with their captors. The meaning here is that these staffers forged bonds on the rough and tumble ca…

      

      
        How Elites Got Us Into Trouble -- and Can Help Get Us Out
        Peter Berkowitz

        In the Trump era, the conviction has spread among elites&mdash;especially, but not only, among progressive elites&mdash;that the people have failed them. This very conviction, though, is an indication of how American elites have failed the people.
By almost any measure, the vast majority of blue America&mdash;the bustling metropolises in states that went for Hillary Clinton as well as those that went for Donald Trump&mdash;has recovered just fine from the Great Recession of 2008. Meanwhile, much of red America&mdash;…

      

      
        There Is No Political Tribe That Deserves Your Complete Loyalty
        David Harsanyi

        If you ever wanted to understand the power of tribal loyalty, there are two new articles for you to read. The first is a Daily Beast article that explores the reinvention of Maxine Waters, a congresswoman "once dubbed one of the nation's 'most corrupt'" in Washington, D.C. The second is a column titled "Why Conservatives Still Attack Trump" in which columnist and radio talk-show host Dennis Prager attempts to figure out why so many Republicans refuse to walk lockstep with President Trump.
Let's s…

      

      
        Spying on You, Spying on Me, Spying on the President
        Andrew Napolitano

        "The makers of our Constitution ... conferred, as against the Government, the right to be let alone -- the most comprehensive of rights and the right most valued by civilized men." -- Justice Louis D. Brandeis, 1928
After the Watergate era had ended and Jimmy Carter was in the White House and the Senate's Church Committee had attempted to grasp the full extent of lawless government surveillance in America during the LBJ and Nixon years, Congress passed the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. F…

      

      
        Given Trump's Moral Vacuum, the World Must Step In
        Eugene Robinson

        WASHINGTON -- With his backward policies and his tiresome antics, President Trump seems to be trying his best to do something that ought to be impossible: Make the U.S. presidency irrelevant to world progress.
Climate change offers one example. Trump tried hard to build suspense for Thursday's announcement about whether he would honor or trash the landmark Paris accord; doubtless he'd rather have attention focused on greenhouse gases than on the snowballing Russia investigations. At this point, h…

      

      
        Trump Pulls U.S. Out of Paris Climate Agreement
        Jill Colvin & Julie Pace

        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump said Thursday he was withdrawing the U.S. from the Paris climate agreement, striking a major blow to worldwide efforts to combat climate change and distancing the country from many allies abroad. He said the U.S. would try to negotiate re-entry on better terms.
"As of today, the United States will cease all implementation of the nonbinding Paris accord," Trump said during a White House Rose Garden announcement. Suggesting renegotiating re-entry was not a …

      

      
        Kathy Griffin Apologizes for Gruesome Trump Photo But Backlash Builds
        Debra Saunders

        WASHINGTON -- By Wednesday afternoon comedian Kathy Griffin had apologized for posing for a photo with what looked like the blood-soaked decapitated head of President Donald Trump.
"I went too far," she said in a contrite follow-up video. "I sincerely apologize."
But it was too late.
Squatty Potty CEO Bobby Edwards announced that it was suspending an ad campaign featuring Griffin as the Utah-based bathroom-stool company saw the stunt as "deeply inappropriate" and "contrary to the core values our …

      

      
        Jared Kushner's Dilemma
        Susan Estrich

        Jared Kushner is being represented by one of the best criminal defense lawyers in Washington, Jamie Gorelick, and he is going to need her. 
Not because he engaged in any major crimes -- even assuming that he took secret meetings with top Russian officials, perhaps hoping to be ready to play the "Bobby Kennedy in the Cuban missile crisis" role (the then-attorney general and president's brother reportedly had a secret line to the Kremlin). Being naive, even dangerously so, is not a crime in America…

      

      
        Preparing for the Next Panic -- or Not
        Robert Samuelson

        WASHINGTON -- When the next financial crisis hits -- an event that may be years or decades away -- we will learn whether this Congress and the president drew the right lessons from the 2008-09 financial crisis. Congress is arguing over whether government can avoid "bailouts" of large financial institutions and still prevent a full-blown crisis. With all of President Trump's trials and tribulations, hardly anyone is paying attention.
The debate goes to the heart of the government's role in the fin…

      

      
        Trump Discusses Trade Deficit With Visiting Vietnam Leader
        Matthew Pennington

        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump welcomed Vietnam's prime minister to the White House Wednesday for talks focusing on the American trade deficit, while the Southeast Asian country is still shaken by Trump's withdrawal from a regional commerce pact.
Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc is the first leader to visit the Trump White House from Southeast Asia, where the U.S. vies with China for influence. The two leaders said billions of dollars in U.S.-Vietnamese business deals were signed, but g…

      

      
        Sexism & the Election; Campus Complaint; the Enforcer; Kings and Soldiers
        Carl M. Cannon

        Good morning, it&rsquo;s Thursday, June 1, 2017. Seventy-three years ago today, Operation Neptune officially began. Today we know the June 6, 1944 Allied invasion of France as the Battle of Normandy, although in the Army it was called Operation Overlord. Neptune was the first part of that grand plan, and referred to the ferrying of troops and equipment across the English Channel.
On June 1, 1944, armed messengers boarded the armada of vessels waiting in British harbors. These messengers, all of w…

      

      
        How Long Will NBA Fans Tolerate Trump-Bashing by Head Coaches?
        Larry Elder

        The success of NBA San Antonio Spurs coach Gregg Popovich cannot be denied. In his professional career, the Popovich-led Spurs have won five championships. Popovich is also a military vet. Fluent in Russian and armed with an Air Force Academy degree in Soviet studies, his first post was as an intelligence officer assigned to a top-secret facility operating spy satellites. He also played and coached basketball for the Air Force during his five years of active duty, achieving the rank of captain. 
…

      

      
        Sexism Did Not Cost Hillary the Election
        Tom Bevan

        It&rsquo;s June 2017, and many Democrats (and members of the media) are still trying to figure out how Hillary Clinton managed to lose the 2016 election to Donald Trump. The consensus, at least for the past seven months, has been that Jim Comey and the Russians were responsible. Precious little empirical evidence supports the view the former FBI director&rsquo;s stumbling on-again, off-again handling of the bureau&rsquo;s investigation swung actual votes last November. As of now, at least, there&rsquo;…

      

      
        Trump to Announce Decision on Climate Deal Thursday
        Jill Colvin & Julie Pace

        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump will announce his decision on whether to pull the United States out of the Paris climate accord during a Rose Garden event Thursday afternoon.
Trump promoted his announcement Wednesday night on Twitter, after a day in which U.S. allies around the world sounded alarms about the likely consequences of a U.S. withdrawal. Trump himself kept everyone in suspense, saying he was still listening to "a lot of people both ways."
The White House signaled that Trump …

      

      
        Donald Trump and the Surrendering of U.S. Leadership
        Martin Wolf

        Donald Trump has been the American president for just over four months. It is still impossible to predict what his presidency will mean. But it is already a transformative event: Mr Trump has revolutionised our ideas of what the US stands for. We live in the world the US made. Now it is unmaking it. We cannot ignore that grim reality.
Mr Trump&rsquo;s domestic programme is in accord with the agenda of the Republican party. Its aim is to cut taxes on the rich by lowering spending on the poor.
The Congressional Budget Office&rsquo;…

      

      
        Trump Unleashes the 'Neo-Moderates'
        E.J. Dionne

        WASHINGTON -- Most of the conservative Republicans opposed to President Trump are writers and policy specialists. Few are politicians -- or, perhaps more precisely, few of the conservative politicians who see Trump as a danger to the nation are prepared to say so in public.
So does this mean that the writerly anti-Trump right is ineffectual? Not at all. But we may be approaching a time when the gutlessness of the GOP's leadership moves these restive conservatives to abandon their traditional loya…

      

      
        Jared Kushner's Russian Escapade
        Steve Chapman

        Suppose that shortly after the 2008 election, Barack Obama's adviser Valerie Jarrett met with the Chinese ambassador and suggested using a secure link at his embassy to communicate with Beijing beyond the reach of U.S. intelligence agencies. Congressional Republicans and just about everyone else would have been shocked and aggrieved.
Why? It would have indicated she was putting more trust in an unfriendly regime than in her own government. It would have put her in debt to ruthless foreigners who …
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Let's Stop Acting as If the 2016 Campaign Were Still On



If you keep up with the news, you might think that the unpleasant and unedifying 2016 presidential campaign is still going on.

President Donald Trump, up early, is sending out tweets coarsely attacking foreign leaders and American politicians -- complete with misspelled words, in at least one case to the point of indecipherability.

Runner-up Hillary Clinton is supervising a busy staff, which, after she takes an hour for exercise, fills her in on the 60 minutes' latest news developments. A leader of the "resistance" -- a term she's embraced -- should always be prepared.

Charitably-minded observers may excuse both of these individuals, neither of whom expected 12 months ago to be in the places and positions they are today. And they might add that they're not the only ones continuing to operate in campaign mode.

Rush Limbaugh proclaims that "American voters saved this country as we know it." Or, to be more precise, the 46 percent of American voters responsible for securing 304 electoral votes for Trump did.

Limbaugh is, of course, right that Trump's victory has had important policy consequences, from the appointment of Justice Neil Gorsuch to the renunciation of the unenforceable strictures of the Paris climate agreement. More, although probably not so many as most Trump voters would like, are in store.

But America has rebounded from policy mistakes -- you can make your own list -- before. Every election has policy consequences, some of them pretty serious and many unpredictable. The country has evolved, changed, grown enormously, but much of its character remains recognizable in the writings of Alexis de Tocqueville, who interviewed the rival presidents John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson 180-some years ago.

On the other side, 43 percent of respondents to a Politico/Morning Consult poll want Congress to begin impeachment proceedings against Trump. Over half of those people -- 23 percent of respondents -- think he has proved "he is unfit to serve and should be removed from office, regardless of whether he committed an impeachable offense or not."

So to heck with the Constitution and its nitpicking requirement that officials be removed from office only for "Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors." These folks want a revote, right now. For them, the campaign is still on -- as it may still be for the next 17 months, if in 2018 Democratic House candidates make impeachment a main plank of their platforms.

Amid the continuing campaign chatter, let's step back and ponder how current events will be regarded in the longer run of history.

Trump's capture of 70 previously Democratic electoral votes in the Midwest and Pennsylvania owes much to his distinctive stands on immigration and trade, even though the problems he cited are of declining importance. Illegal immigration across the Mexican border fell off sharply in 2007, and the reduction in American jobs because of Chinese imports probably crested several years before.

That positions him as president to claim credit for trends that are ongoing, albeit his policies are arguably accelerating them. Illegal border crossings are apparently way down this year, probably in response to Trump's strengthened enforcement of existing laws. Manufacturing jobs may be rising, too, as rising Chinese wages make Chinese goods less competitive here.

On foreign policy, Trump has abandoned Barack Obama's tilt to Iran (Obama had a secret back channel with Iran, dating back to the 2008 campaign) and stitched together an informal anti-Iran coalition in the Middle East. He may have persuaded China to exert some discipline over North Korea and has accelerated the long-standing missile defense program, derided for years by Democrats, to protect America from any Kim Jong Un nukes.

As for Europe, he and German Chancellor Angela Merkel both have benefited politically from trading news conference and Twitter insults. Merkel is strengthened for her Sept. 24 election, and Trump can claim to have spurred Europeans to take more responsibility for their own defense.

This is starting to look like a more conventional Republican foreign policy than campaign rhetoric suggested. Congressional Democrats seem to have stalled in their efforts to find some Team Trump collusion with Russia that would justify the impeachment proceedings their party's base expects and lusts for -- perhaps because an investigation could show that the Obama administration surveilled and criminally unmasked Americans for political reasons.

I'm happy to join those urging Trump and Clinton to stop acting like candidates. But maybe the rest of us should take a deep breath and stop acting as if the campaign were still on.

COPYRIGHT 2017 CREATORS.COM
Michael Barone is senior political analyst for  the Washington Examiner, resident fellow at American Enterprise Institute and longtime co-author of The Almanac of American Politics.
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What Does Russia Think? 'Washington Has Gone Crazy.'



MOSCOW -- When Russian officials and analysts here talk about the U.S. investigation of their alleged hacking of the 2016 campaign, two themes predominate: They're flattered that their country is seen as such a powerful threat, and also amazed that America is so preoccupied with the scandal.

This is the official line, to be sure, but it was also expressed by several critics of the regime I interviewed this week. People can't quite believe the sudden reversal of fortunes: Russia is back as a global force, after decades of humiliation. And America, so long the dominant superpower, is now divided, disoriented and, to Russian eyes, in retreat.

For the Kremlin version, here's how Sergei Karaganov, the head of Russia's Council on Foreign and Defense Policy, describes his reaction to the investigation: "It's a mixture of disgust and sympathy. Disgust because 99 percent of that is lies or a concoction, maybe 100 percent. As for sympathy, it's a desperate picture when a great democracy is killing itself, committing collective suicide."

There's an undisguised tone of schadenfreude here, even as officials talk about American overreaction. "I would have been proud and happy if the authorities of my country would have used some hackers to penetrate [your system], and showed that you're living in a crystal palace and should not interfere in the affairs of others," says Karaganov, who's an informal Kremlin adviser in addition to running the think tank.

Russian President Vladimir Putin wins either way, argues Andrei Kolesnikov, an independent analyst who's a senior associate with the Carnegie Moscow Center. "If we did meddle in your elections, we show our might. If we didn't, we're pure."

A similar assessment of the win-win dynamic for Putin comes from Andrei Soldatov, one of Moscow's best investigative reporters and the author of many exposes about Russian intelligence. "What did Russia get [from the hacking] in terms of foreign policy? Almost nothing, except that Russia looks powerful," he tells me. "That's why Putin is so popular. He gives people an identity: Once again, we're a superpower."

What surprises Russians is how quickly the American-led order has been coming apart since the election of Donald Trump. Russian officials loathed Hillary Clinton and favored Trump. But it's unlikely that, even in the darkest corridors of the Kremlin, Putin's advisers imagined that Trump would be so disruptive, or the reaction to him so volatile. Russians have grown up being intimidated by America; they didn't imagine it was so fragile.

"We think Washington has gone crazy," says Andranik Migranyan, a former Russian government official who has taught politics in the U.S. "The American story was always one of self-sufficiency. Now, we see a sense of vulnerability." He sees Trump's election as a "paradigm shift" for an America that was much more polarized and overstretched than the elites realized. Now, in his view, it's payback time.

You might expect that Russians would feel embarrassed by the charge that they tried to subvert U.S. and European campaigns, but it's the opposite. Migranyan explains: "You are assuring us that Putin is all-powerful, that he can do anything he wants -- fix elections, change Europe, do anything."

The official media here are sardonic about each day's revelations in the U.S. media and Congress. When Sen. John McCain said this week that Russia was more dangerous than the Islamic State, a Russian news site responded: "Somebody give this gentleman a sedative." When a story broke that day about White House adviser Jared Kushner's problems, the same site headlined: "Once again, those Russians!" Basically, they think it's funny.

Trump is a familiar sort of political figure to Russians -- big, affable, boorish, a bit like Boris Yeltsin. "I wouldn't love him to run in Russia," Karaganov says of Trump, "but if your system couldn't provide better, why not?" He describes Trump as "unbelievably brave" in challenging U.S. political orthodoxy, including his calls for better relations with Russia.

Trump's chief virtue for the Kremlin is that he turned back Clinton, who embodied the aggressive, pro-democracy, interventionist policies that Russia viewed as a mortal threat. "We saw them as absolutely 100 percent dangerous," Karaganov says. "My advice to the government if she wins was: Put your nuclear forces on alert, so they would know."

Putin is hosting a celebration of Russia's new power this week, at the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum, a Davos-like gathering. It's not a victory parade, but it might as well be. For Putin and his allies, America's vaunted "liberal international order" is dissolving.

"That order we did not like, and we are doing away with it," boasts Karaganov.

(c) 2017, Washington Post Writers Group
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GOP Leaders Laud Trump Decision to Exit Climate Pact | RealClearPolitics
In a made-for-television address in the sun-soaked Rose Garden, President Trump announced his intention to withdraw the United States from a global accord to combat climate change, known as the Paris Agreement. The move signaled a campaign promise kept— a nod to themes of economic nationalism championed by one faction of the West Wing and a defiance of big business.  

"I was elected to represent the citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris," Trump said, describing the deal as the "latest example of Washington entering into an agreement that disadvantages the United States."

At a time when his approval rating hovers at historic lows for a new president and controversy consumes the White House, Trump's decision to step back from an agreement forged by the Obama administration and seen as a key legacy item of his successor figures to endear him to the base of the Republican Party. GOP leaders on Capitol Hill cheered the decision, as did conservative groups that saw the accord as symbol of government overreach.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell applauded Trump for "dealing yet another significant blow to the Obama administration’s assault on domestic energy production and jobs." The Kentucky lawmaker is one of 22 coal state senators who urged the president to back away from the agreement.

The accord was signed in December 2015 by 195 countries that agreed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The United States joins Syria and Nicaragua as the only countries absent from the pact. But complete withdrawal won't be attainable until November of 2020, leaving room for negotiations and for the issue to remain a volatile factor in upcoming elections.

The decision put the Republican president at odds with top business executives who had urged him to back the accord. They argued that the agreement would benefit American companies that harness new technology and energy sources and compete on the global stage. ExxonMobil, where Secretary of State Rex Tillerson served as CEO, has been among the most vocal in support of the deal.

Tillerson, along with Trump's daughter Ivanka, had favored remaining in the agreement, while White House senior aide Steve Bannon and Environmental Protection Agency head Scott Pruitt championed withdrawal from the accord.

Yet for others in the White House interested in deepening alliances with business and technology leaders, the decision is already having consequences. Tesla CEO Elon Musk quit Trump's economic council in protest.


Am departing presidential councils. Climate change is real. Leaving Paris is not good for America or the world.

— Elon Musk (@elonmusk) June 1, 2017



General Electric Chairman Jeffery Immelt expressed similar sentiments, tweeting: 


Disappointed with today’s decision on the Paris Agreement. Climate change is real. Industry must now lead and not depend on government.

— Jeff Immelt (@JeffImmelt) June 1, 2017

Meanwhile, the announcement served as a rallying cry among the base of the Democratic Party. Billionaire environmentalist Tom Steyer went so far as to call it a "traitorous act of war."

Democratic leaders in Congress argued withdrawal from the agreement weakened America's standing in the world in terms of climate and the economy. Former President Obama released a statement saying the new administration "joins a small handful of nations who reject the future."

Democrats are also seizing on divides within the GOP and business leaders’ economic arguments to approach voters outside the base who may not be motivated simply by Trump's withdrawal. Some suggest independents can be persuaded that leaving the accord will harm the country in indirect ways.

"We don’t have to focus on the topline and say 'Paris climate agreement,' but how did this impact the overall U.S. economy? There are people who worry about our stature worldwide," one Democratic strategist told RCP.

Beyond business leaders, some in the GOP are concerned about the impact withdrawing from the accord could have in terms of the United States' global stature and in terms of being a leader in national security issues. South Carolina Sen. Lindsay Graham told CNN over the weekend that a withdrawal "would be a definitive statement from the president that he believes climate change is a hoax," and would present problems for the party and the country. And Mitt Romney said affirmation of the deal is "not only about the climate: It is also about America remaining the global leader."

Other more moderate Republicans also distanced themselves, including Florida Republican Rep. Carlos Curbelo, who represents a district Hillary Clinton won by double digits in 2016: 


Our country has just given up its seat at the table & yielded world leadership to countries like China and Russia. #parisclimateagreement

— Carlos Curbelo (@carloslcurbelo) June 1, 2017

Elise Stefanik, who represents a swing district in upstate New York, sounded a similar tune. "Withdrawing from the Paris Agreement is misguided and harms the ongoing effort to fight climate change while also isolating us from our allies," she said. 

But Republicans at large aren't concerned about political fallout. "In the swing districts, the issue that matters to these people is jobs, jobs and then jobs," said Republican strategist Rory Cooper. "Lest the Democrats learn no lessons from 2016, outside of their bubbles, the American people are looking for people who put their economic interests first. While they may tell a pollster they support the Paris Agreement, in theory, or however it is described, it will not rank high in priorities nor will it motivate independent voters."

Polling shows notable partisan divides on the issue. A recent Pew poll found that just 20 percent of Republicans see climate change as a serious problem, while 68 percent of Democrats do.

On the campaign trail, Trump described climate change as a "hoax" and a "money-making industry." He repeatedly criticized the Paris Agreement and pledged to withdraw from it.

But the president extended the decision-making process, entertaining input from different sides of the debate. European leaders urged him to remain in the pact during meetings as part of Trump's first foreign trip last week. Pope Francis gave the president a copy of his encyclical on climate change.

During his Rose Garden speech on Thursday, Trump did not speak to whether he still believed climate change was a hoax. And while the spoke to what he believed would be the domestic economic benefits of withdrawing from the agreement, particularly the impact he sees on coal and energy jobs, he said he would be open to a renegotiation of the deal.

"The United States will withdraw from the Paris climate accord but begin negotiations to renter either the Paris accord or an entirely new transaction on terms that are fair to the United States," Trump said.

"We will see if we can make a deal that’s fair," he continued. "And if we can, that’s great. And if we can't, that's fine."

But in a joint statement, leaders of France, Germany and Italy said the Paris climate agreement could not be renegotiated.

Back home, the move represented the consequences of elections. "Things like the Paris Agreement are part of the core reason why Donald Trump is president," said Josh Holmes, a Republican strategist and former chief of staff for Senate GOP leader McConnell. "If you were to go out and ask an average American what this Paris Agreement is, they would be hard-pressed to tell you exactly what it is. But even if they could, they give zero amount of care about what happens. This is like an activist discussion, and we had an election that was based on ideology versus jobs and the economy. Jobs and the economy won."
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First Family and Fashion: Trumps Set Own Style



Each week, RCP's “Politics Is Everything” podcast examines how politics in the era of Donald Trump is impacting an industry or issue. This week's episode, No. 5,  spotlights the fashion industry.

When Melania Trump stepped out onto the world stage last week for the first time as first lady, all eyes were on the fashion.

The fuchsia caped dress in Riyadh, the black lace veil at the Vatican, the belted coatdress in Brussels. And, of course, the floral coat in Sicily. The last ensemble drew additional headlines as it retailed for a cool $51,000 -- equivalent to the U.S. median household income and a sharp contrast to her husband’s “America First” campaign and working-class coalition.

Yet Melania Trump’s decision to wear the coat was also an exercise in fashion diplomacy, a nod to Italian designers Dolce and Gabbana. The New York Post’s Page Six described Mrs. Trump’s foreign fashion debut as “revenge” on U.S. designers who had refused to dress her as a protest against her husband’s politics and rhetoric.



Politics and fashion have long intertwined, most notably expressed in first ladies’ sartorial choices. Jackie Kennedy was considered a fashion icon. Michelle Obama was known for catapulting the careers of lesser-known American designers. The gowns and accessories worn by first ladies dating back to Martha Washington are enshrined at the Smithsonian and are therefore an official part of history.

But in the Trump era, politics and fashion are mixing in new ways.

After Donald Trump’s election, top fashion designers made a point to say they would not offer to dress the first lady -- despite the fact that Melania Trump is a former model. Stefano Gabbana of Dolce and Gabbana defied many in the industry by posting a photo praising Mrs. Trump for wearing a dress by the Italian label to a New Year’s Eve party this year.

While the fashion industry often intersects with politics in the form of cultural expression or policy related to labor and trade, the relationship with the present White House has become tense.

“Particularly for the American design industry, the connection to politics has really been about dressing a first lady and hoping that an administration would be supportive of particular issues important to the fashion and garment industry. That has never been something that has been fraught before. And it is with this administration,” said Robin Givhan, a Pulitzer Prize-winning fashion critic at the Washington Post. “And it’s something that caused the fashion industry to do a little bit of soul searching in terms of how it relates to product, and whether or not its work product should be political.”

The Trumps have a unique relationship with the fashion industry. Nordstrom dropped the clothing line of Ivanka Trump, the president’s daughter, citing low performance. Opponents of the president urged a boycott of the brand. And White House adviser Kellyanne Conway breached ethical lines by defending Ivanka’s brand from the briefing room.

During the 2016 campaign, Donald Trump came under fire for manufacturing his own brand items overseas. Macy’s dropped his line early in the campaign in light of his controversial rhetoric.

Now that he is president, designers are using the runway as a platform to protest him.

Politics was a feature of fashion shows this year. Different labels dress their models in items such as pink resistance hats and “She persisted” t-shirts. Designers for the Public School label featured red "Make America New York” hats and shirts on the runway, while a remix of “This Land is Your Land” played as the theme song. The label Talbot Runhof featured shirts embroidered with the word “SAD!” another play on Trump.

In some ways, the clash between the fashion industry and the Trump presidency isn’t all that surprising, as the fashion industry is typically aligned with liberal politics and was supportive of the Hillary Clinton campaign.

In 2016, Vogue supported Hillary Clinton, its first ever endorsement of a presidential candidate. Editor Anna Wintour hosted a fashion week fundraiser for Clinton, the first female nominee of a major party. The potential for a first woman president shed a new light on politics, power and fashion. Clinton’s loss and Trump’s election raised the question of how women’s magazines cover the Trump era.

For her part, Mrs. Trump is already embracing fashion as diplomacy and is conscious of her clothing choices. At her husband’s inauguration, she wore American designer Ralph Lauren, seen as a sign of patriotism. And now that the first lady plans to move to Washington full time, the spotlight on fashion and politics in the Trump era will grow.
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Is Afghanistan a Lost Cause? | RealClearPolitics
"We are there and we are committed" was the regular retort of Secretary of State Dean Rusk during the war in Vietnam.

Whatever you may think of our decision to go in, Rusk was saying, if we walk away, the United States loses the first war in its history, with all that means for Southeast Asia and America's position in the world.

We face a similar moment of decision.

Wednesday, a truck bomb exploded near the diplomatic quarter of Kabul, killing 90 and wounding 460. So terrible was the atrocity that the Taliban denied complicity. It is believed to have been the work of the Haqqani network. 

This "horrific and shameful attack demonstrates these terrorists' compete disregard for human life and their nihilistic opposition to the dream of a peaceful future for Afghanistan," said Hugo Llordens, a U.S. diplomat in Kabul.

The message the truck bombers sent to the Afghan people? Not even in the heart of this capital can your government keep civilian workers and its own employees safe.

Message to America: After investing hundreds of billions and 2,000 U.S. lives in the 15 years since 9/11, we are further from victory than we have ever been.

President Obama, believing Afghanistan was the right war, and Iraq the wrong war, ramped up the U.S. presence in 2011 to 100,000 troops. His plan: Cripple the Taliban, train the Afghan army and security forces, stabilize the government, and withdraw American forces by the end of his second term.

Obama fell short, leaving President Trump with 8,500 U.S. troops in Afghanistan, and Kabul's control more tenuous than ever. The Taliban hold more territory and are active in more provinces than they have been since being driven from power in 2001. And Afghan forces are suffering casualties at the highest rate of the war.

Stated starkly, the war in Afghanistan is slowly being lost.

Indeed, Trump has inherited what seems to be an unwinnable war, if he is not prepared to send a new U.S. army to block the Taliban from taking power. And it is hard to believe that the American people would approve of any large reintroduction of U.S. forces.

The U.S. commander there, Gen. John Nicholson, has requested at least 3,000 more U.S. troops to train the Afghan army and stabilize the country while seeking a negotiated end to the war. 

Trump's conundrum: 3,000 or 5,000 more U.S. troops can at best help the Afghan security forces sustain the present stalemate. 

But if we could not defeat the Taliban with 100,000 U.S. troops in country in 2011, we are not going to defeat a stronger Taliban with a U.S. force one-seventh of that size. And if a guerrilla army does not lose, it wins. 

Yet it is hard to see how Trump can refuse to send more troops. If he says we have invested enough blood and treasure, the handwriting will be on the wall. Reports that both Russia and Iran are already talking to the Taliban suggest that they see a Taliban takeover as inevitable.

Should Trump announce any timetable for withdrawal, it would send shock waves through the Afghan government, army and society.

Any awareness that their great superpower ally was departing, now or soon, or refusing to invest more after 15 years, would be a psychological blow from which President Ashraf Ghani's government might not recover.

What would a Taliban victory mean? 

The Afghan people, especially those who cast their lot with us, could undergo something like what befell the South Vietnamese and Cambodians in 1975. It would be a defeat for us almost as far-reaching as was the defeat for the Soviet Union, when the Red Army was forced to pull out after a decade of war in the 1980s. 

For the USSR, that Afghan defeat proved a near-fatal blow.

And if we pulled up stakes and departed, the exodus from Afghanistan would be huge and we would face a moral crisis of how many refugees we would accept, and how many we would leave behind to their fate.

Fifteen years ago, some of us argued that an attempt to remake Afghanistan and Iraq in our image was utopian folly, almost certain, given the history and culture of the entire region, to fail.

Yet we plunged in. 

In 2001, it was Afghanistan. In 2003, we invaded and occupied Iraq. Then we attacked Libya and ousted Gadhafi. Then we intervened in Syria. Then we backed the Saudi war to crush the Houthi rebels in Yemen.

Given the trillions sunk and lost, and the hundreds of thousands, if not millions, dead, how have we benefited ourselves, or these peoples?

As Rusk said, "We are there and we are committed." 

And the inevitable departure of the United States from the Middle East, which is coming, just as the British, French and Soviet empires had to depart, will likely do lasting damage to the American soul.

COPYRIGHT 2017 CREATORS.COM
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Au Revoir, Paris | RealClearPolitics
President Trump has decided to remove the United States from the Paris Climate Accord. Given the hysteria over his decision, you would think he just launched a nuclear war. Instead, he exposed how so much of the left's agenda is meaningless virtue signaling.

The Paris Accord is a voluntary agreement to which every nation has joined except Syria and Nicaragua. No nation that signed the Paris Accord can be compelled to do anything and, in fact, not a single nation that has signed the accord has done a thing. You read that right. Though every nation except two have signed the agreement, not a single signatory nation has taken any action to comply with the accord. Every action thus far has been an action already begun before the accord was signed.

What's more, there is little evidence that the actions President Obama proposed prior to leaving office would have caused us to meet the carbon emission goals of the accord. Concurrently, there is plenty of evidence that even without implementing those actions the United States will be in compliance with the accord. The reality is that our national emissions continue to go down and are less than they were a decade ago.

So why the outrage? The left is upset because President Trump has shown the Paris exercise to be meaningless. No country intends to comply with the accord, and most Western nations will meet the emissions goals set in the accord without taking any action. The whole process was an exercise in virtue signaling. By signing the accord, nations were agreeing with each other that climate change is a problem. By not signing, countries are seen as deniers. For an increasingly secular left, the act of signing the Paris Accord is salvific and withdrawing from it could cost us our salvation.

Truth be told, the planet is warming. The science is too consistent to deny that humanity plays some role. We do. But how much of a role do humans actually play? It is telling that when the scientific community believed the world was cooling, they proposed a series of actions to stop it. Those same actions are now proposed to stop global warming. When the problem changes and the solutions remain the same, the public has a right to be skeptical.

In every case, the environmentalist left insists on a highly regulated command and control economy with abortion on demand and other measures to institute population control. Large families are a blight on the planet as is capitalism. There is a reason so much of the environmentalist movement is referred to as a watermelon movement. They are green on the outside, but still red from their days of communist activism on the inside. Much of the modern environmentalist movement derives from Soviet era funded leftwing movements. Western communists turned into environmentalists after the Soviet Union collapsed. Now, instead of seeking to destroy capitalism in the name of equality, they seek to destroy it in the name of the environment. Instead of targeting large Christian families for ideas, they target them for resource consumption.

Even removing the ideology behind the left's environmentalist hysteria, we should keep in mind that we are now beyond the point at which the models have been predictive. Going back a decade ago, environmentalists were claiming 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011... were each year the last year we could do anything to stop climate change. It is amazing how the goal posts keep moving. Each year environmentalists would show horrifying charts of what the temperature would be a decade hence. 

We are not at those future projected points and it turns out the actual temperature does not match the scary scenarios projected a decade ago. Perhaps climate and weather are far more complicated than the earth worshippers realize.

All of us are supposed to be good stewards of our planet. We should conserve our resources and raise our children to appreciate God's creation. No want wants to see the world uninhabitable. But you'll have to forgive me for not caring about global warming. I trust the science. I just do not trust the supposed scientists.

COPYRIGHT 2017 CREATORS.COM
Erick Erickson is the Editor-in-Chief of RedState.com.
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Caught in a Maelstrom, Trump Has Two Options



WASHINGTON -- In the churning, murky pond water of Kremlin-gate, a few things are increasingly clear:

First, the Russian-influence scandal is consuming Donald Trump, and this is likely to get worse as the special counsel's investigation moves forward. Associates describe the president as obsessed by coverage of the scandal -- an impression reinforced by tweets that seem to emerge involuntarily, like myoclonic jerks. Trump possesses nothing of Bill Clinton's talent for compartmentalization -- the ability to prevent flooding in one area from sinking the whole ship. Trump reflects the design work of the Titanic. Breach one compartment and the rest flood as well.

Second, along with the president, Trump's administration is being consumed. Aides who entered government for at least partially noble reasons are now requiring criminal defense attorneys. This creates both tension and isolation, since it is a bad idea to discuss with fellow staffers anything remotely related to an ongoing criminal investigation. Even for the innocent, locating and surrendering documents and answering the questions of FBI investigators add a layer of distracting stress to already stressful jobs.

Third, Trump's traditional methods of damage control no longer work. In the past, he has used Twitter feuds and teased policy announcements as shiny, distracting objects. Special Counsel Robert Mueller cares not a whit for any of this. As Trump was attempting to use climate policy as a political page-turner, Mueller was hiring the chief of the Fraud Section of the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice to be part of the investigation into Russian influence. Trump is now facing not only the challenge of exploiting the media's limited attention span but the scrutiny of institutions. His normal repertoire of responses -- demeaning, inflaming, vulgarizing -- seems like arrows against an advancing tank.

Fourth, the chief advantage of nepotism -- a bond outside political calculation -- is also a considerable drawback. It is difficult to throw someone under the bus when you are handcuffed to them. This maneuver is not entirely unknown. "I have already given two cousins to the war," said humorist Artemus Ward during the Civil War, "and I stand ready to sacrifice my wife's brother." But the attitude makes for an awkward Thanksgiving dinner. And there is no possible way to claim that Jared Kushner -- now revealed as a focus of the Russian-influence investigation -- was somehow outside the inner circle, unless that circle is smaller than Trump's own head.

Mueller now has a job similar to mathematician Urbain Le Verrier. In the mid-19th century, Le Verrier noted some perturbations in the orbit of Uranus and predicted the existence of another, unknown planet exerting a gravitational pull. Neptune was duly found where Le Verrier calculated.

There is some unknown fact exerting influence on all the various parts of the Russian-influence scandal. Some pulling planet. Some missing key.

Why did candidate Trump insist on praising Vladimir Putin, even to the point of slandering America? ("We have a lot of killers. Well, you think our country is so innocent?")

Why did the Russians work (according to American intelligence services) to tip the election in Trump's favor, perhaps achieving one of the largest intelligence coups in history? And why should Trump, instead of being offended by such manipulation, attack the credibility of American intelligence services in turn?

Why should both former national security adviser Michael Flynn and Kushner fail to fully report meetings with Russian officials and representatives in security background checks?

Why should Kushner apparently ask to use Russian facilities for a back channel that would escape the scrutiny of American intelligence services?

Why should Trump reportedly demand a loyalty oath from FBI Director James Comey, then fire him over the Russia investigation (by his own admission), then assure the Russian ambassador in the Oval Office that the pressure of the investigation had been "taken off"?

Why has Trump insisted -- even in the midst of an investigation of Russian influence -- on serving long-standing Russian policy goals in Europe (such as raising questions about the NATO mutual defense agreement)?

If Trump's tax returns and financial information are exculpatory, why not release them? And how does this unwillingness relate to Donald Trump Jr.'s 2008 statement that Trump businesses "see a lot of money pouring in from Russia"?

For Mueller, Trump is innocent until proved guilty. But citizens judge their president according to reasonable inferences. We are now at a point when it is reasonable to believe something disturbing is occurring. A point when it is reasonable for citizens to demand of Trump: disclose, or confirm our worst fears.

(c) 2017, Washington Post Writers Group
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The Kids Are Not All Right



More than 36 percent of teenaged girls in America are depressed or have suffered a recent major depressive episode, according to a study published in Translational Psychiatry. For boys, the rate is 13.6 percent. What are we doing to the kids?

It isn't just one study. Research throughout the last several decades has shown a consistent pattern of rising anxiety, depression, suicide and suicide attempts among American adolescents. A 2001 paper published by the Bureau of Economic Analysis found that the suicide rate tripled between 1950 and 1990. 

The rise in depression and other psychological suffering cannot be written off as an artifact of changing definitions. As Psychology Today reported, the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, a test of psychological well-being, has been administered to large samples of college students throughout the United States going as far back as 1938. A similar test called the MMPI-A has been given to samples of high school students since 1951. The results are unambiguous: Children, adolescents, and young adults have all experienced dramatic increases in anxiety and depression over the past several decades. The rates of these ailments were much lower during the Great Depression, World War II and the turbulent 1970s than they are today.

I asked a New England college administrator with many decades of experience what the most notable change was that he saw among the students. I was wondering if perhaps their general knowledge might have declined over the years, or their political tolerance atrophied. What he said surprised me: "The most outstanding thing that has changed is the enormous growth in the number of students with mental health issues." 

Nationwide, student health centers are inundated with mental health concerns. The Wall Street Journal reported that Ohio State in the past five years has seen a 43 percent increase in students seeking mental health counseling. At the University of Central Florida, the requests for mental health treatment have increased 12 percent annually for the past decade. 

Young people who are not in college are even more prone to depression and anxiety, if less likely to seek help. A Child Trends report suggests that adults 18-29 living below the poverty line were twice as likely as others to report depressive symptoms.

Something is robbing young people of happiness and well-being. Figuring out what it is requires a certain modesty. Still, you will find many a facile explanation accompanying reports of these findings. Time magazine, for example, fingered social media. "It's hard for many adults to understand how much of teenagers' emotional life is lived within the small screens on their phones." An Ohio State therapist who spoke to The Wall Street Journal cited "the economy, the rising cost of tuition, the impact of social media and a so-called helicopter-parenting style that doesn't allow adolescents to experience failure." 

There is no doubt that social media brings out the savage in human nature (Twitter is enough to depress me), and surely "helicopter" parents should permit their kids to grow up, but these explanations strike me as wide of the mark. 

The most consequential social change of the past several decades is not the dawn of social media but changing family structure, and it turns out that adolescent depression and suicide are closely linked with divorce and single parenting. Teens who live with a single parent have twice the rate of suicide attempts as those who live with both parents. The same is true of other forms of distress and self-harm. To understand why kids are so anxious and depressed, we should look not just to their phones but to their homes.

Still, if a couple has divorced or never married in the first place, all is not lost. One reason family instability is so hard on kids is that the financial, social and work pressures the parents endure tend to make them less available for their kids. Single parents can try to compensate. Even if teenagers are living in a single-parent home, the quality of their relationships with their parents remains critically important to their risk of depression. Adolescents whose mothers were warm and supportive during disagreements, rather than angry or argumentative, showed lower rates of sadness, anxiety and lack of self-control. A study from Israel found that children who were close to their parents suffered fewer psychological effects after being under rocket attack than children who did not receive such support. Adolescents who engaged in activities with their mothers were less likely to commit suicide than those who didn't.

Someone coined the term "fragile families" to describe the social experiment we've been undergoing for the past several decades. The suspicion that it has led to fragile psyches is strong.
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Trump Veterans Stay the Course Amid WH 'Chaos' | RealClearPolitics
For White House staffers who are veterans of Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign, the ups and downs of this week have been just another day at the office. 

“We suffer from Stockholm syndrome that has been forged in battle,” one former senior transition official told RealClearPolitics, mischaracterizing somewhat the psychological condition in which captives come to sympathize with their captors. The meaning here is that these staffers forged bonds on the rough and tumble campaign trail, a dynamic that has fortified them against pushback from other White House staffers who worked at the Republican National Committee, as well as from the party itself and the press. 

Their daily working environment includes random tweets from the boss,  a constant barrage of unwelcome breaking stories about the administration on the cable news programs blaring from televisions in their offices, the desire for this president to unravel decades of policies forged under previous administrations of either party—along with the specter of multiple Russia investigations consuming official Washington. 

But this was how the campaign operated. Take Thursday’s announcement that the United States would walk away from the Paris climate accord, for example. Although it had leaked days before, until the moment the formal announcement was made in the Rose Garden, even Trump loyalists were unsure it would happen. Their skepticism had a basis in reality. In April, the president indicated the United States was leaving NAFTA, until later in the day when he announced it wasn’t. 

That confusion is par for the course for those who were with the Trump campaign since before he won the GOP nomination. “New people [who] don’t understand that chaos of the mad scramble here, they get demoralized,” the official said. “They get frustrated.” 

The “new” people are identified as those who came aboard in the latter stages of the campaign, such as White House  Chief of Staff Reince Priebus and press secretary Sean Spicer. The divisions among the president’s staff – between those who worked on the pre-nomination campaign and those who worked at the RNC – persist. 

Trump is said to be more comfortable with those who were with him when the entire Republican Party establishment was dismissive of his candidacy. Even after he revealed his strength as a candidate, GOP leaders didn’t exactly rush to embrace their nominee. House Speaker Paul Ryan took a month once Trump had the nomination locked up to finally endorse his candidacy. Priebus reportedly encouraged Trump to withdraw from the race in October after the infamous 2011 “Access Hollywood” recording came to light. 

If Trump has shown one consistent behavior, it’s that he doesn’t forget a slight. He also demands that his staff demonstrate their personal loyalty to him, which means it has to be proven with regularity  in front of the cameras.  Spicer has borne the brunt of that burden. Forget all that has happened in the first 4 ½ months of this administration – even forget that very first press conference Spicer held, where he berated the media for giving what the White House claimed were inaccurate estimates of inauguration day crowds -- let’s take the past week. 

Can you say “covfefe”? The president’s Twitter account tweeted early Wednesday morning: “Despite the constant negative press covfefe.” The confusing tweet was live six hours before it was deleted, having by then become an Internet sensation. Apparently, the president meant to type “coverage,” and hit the send button before auto-correct came to his aid. Later, Trump tweeted, “Who can figure out the true meaning of "covfefe" ???  Enjoy!” 

Was this glee at confounding his critics, or Trump’s version of self-deprecation? No one seemed to know, but one thing was certain: It was up to Spicer to defend it. In doing so, he showed another side of the White House, the one where it can’t be admitted the president made a mistake. "The president and a small group of people know exactly what he meant,” Spicer said when asked about the tweet. 

Spicer is a victim of constant rumors and speculation that he will be out of a job soon (or not – it depends on the news cycle). But, as he spends more time in the White House and more time with Trump, his briefings have changed. They have become shorter in length, less frequent in occurrence, and more subdued in their language. 

On Tuesday, the first briefing after the president’s trip abroad, Spicer offered few specifics to several questions. He was asked whether the U.S. Embassy in Israel would be moved to Jerusalem. “When the president has a decision to make we'll let you know,” he replied. 

Asked about whether a new FBI director was being considered and about a possible timeline for filling the post, he answered, “The president is the ultimate decision-maker. And when he makes a decision as to who he believes is best to lead the FBI, he will let us know.” 

In trying to figure out how to please his new boss, Spicer doesn’t have the advantage enjoyed by Hope Hicks, a longtime Trump aide who’s now in the press office. 

When asked by the Washington Post to comment on Trump’s treatment of staffers, she offered this glowing comment: “President Trump has a magnetic personality and exudes positive energy, which is infectious to those around him. He has an unparalleled ability to communicate with people, whether he is speaking to a room of three or an arena of 30,000. He has built great relationships throughout his life and treats everyone with respect. He is brilliant with a great sense of humor … and an amazing ability to make people feel special and aspire to be more than even they thought possible.” 

Although the statement was widely mocked, it served a purpose. It showed the kind of adulation Trump expects of his staff when it comes to defending him. It also shows how the president views himself, whether the reality matches the sound bite or not. 

These staff divisions and the demands of trying to please the boss have led to mixed messages coming out of all parts of the West Wing and a sense of the tumultuous way the White House operates. The one person who could provide clarity is Trump himself. 

And the biggest way he could do it is with the chief of staff job. There has been speculation for nearly all of Trump’s time in office that Priebus will be out. Whether that will actually happen, only the president knows. But if Priebus does go, who gets the job next will be telling. Will the president pick a campaign veteran – such as David Urban, who won Pennsylvania for him – or will he choose someone who came aboard later, such as Gary Cohn, a former Goldman Sachs president who is director of the National Economic Council? 

That decision will determine the direction of his presidency – at least for a while. In the meantime, as that senior transition official told RCP when speaking of this administration: “It will never be boring.”
Emily Goodin is the managing editor of RealClearPolitics.
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How Elites Got Us Into Trouble -- and Can Help Get Us Out | RealClearPolitics
In the Trump era, the conviction has spread among elites—especially, but not only, among progressive elites—that the people have failed them. This very conviction, though, is an indication of how American elites have failed the people.

By almost any measure, the vast majority of blue America—the bustling metropolises in states that went for Hillary Clinton as well as those that went for Donald Trump—has recovered just fine from the Great Recession of 2008. Meanwhile, much of red America—30 miles or so beyond the downtown of any major American city and covering most of the landmass of the United States—still reels from the aftershocks of the 2008 financial crisis. The larger forces that were already sweeping away good jobs, depressing wages, and eroding hopes in the Rust Belt, Midwest, and rural America show little sign of abating.

Although foreign policy touches the heartlands less directly, events since the early 1990s, when the dissolution of the Soviet Union ended the Cold War, have also stoked discontent. As Walter Russell Mead recently observed, “Building a liberal world order is much more expensive and difficult than it appeared a quarter-century ago, when America was king.”

For all the blood and treasure America has devoted to advancing democracy abroad since communism’s collapse, “the world is only becoming more dangerous,” Mead writes. “North Korea threatens to take America hostage. The Middle East burns. Venezuela descends into chaos. Jihadist groups develop new capacities. A failing Russia lashes out. The European Union risks breaking apart. China presses toward regional hegemony. Trade liberalization grinds to a halt. Turkey turns away from democracy.” Yet Democratic and Republican elites continue to overlook or scorn efforts to make the case publicly and clearly that the benefits of post-Cold War American foreign policy have outweighed the costs.

Even as the economic recovery passes by wide swaths of ordinary people and as foreign policy mandarins ignore the need to build domestic support for international engagement, a media establishment and entertainment industry based in blue America—whose members for the most part attended the same exclusive schools to which they send their children—casually mock working-class people’s political judgment, values, tastes, and religion.

Many Trump voters recognize the president’s glaring limitations. But they observe the paucity of publicly available evidence supporting the feverish 24/7 speculations about collusion between the Trump campaign and the Russians. They watched the recent round of breathless impeachment talk stemming from the leaked accusation that Trump improperly disclosed classified information to the Russians in the Oval Office, an accusation National Security Adviser H.R. McMaster emphatically denied. And they can’t help but see glaring hypocrisy.

After all, this is the same media establishment and entertainment industry that downplayed the more than 30,000 work-related emails that then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton improperly sent using her private server. They deflected attention from the thousands of emails she deleted despite the government’s claim on them. They treated as a non-issue her use of the unsecured server to send or receive more than 2,000 emails containing information that was then or would later be classified—which she was under a legal obligation to transmit by means of specially designated secure systems. And they paid little attention to the (at least) 22 emails containing “highly classified information” considered “top secret”—the disclosure of which could directly endanger critical programs and human assets—she sent through her home system.

Despite the good reasons people have to be angry with the elites and to seek alternatives, the elites (particularly progressive ones) have amplified the people’s anger by asserting that racism and authoritarianism motivate the voters who made Trump president. Edward Luce is a refreshing exception.

Born and educated in the United Kingdom, Luce is the Washington columnist for the Financial Times, where he has worked since 1995, including stints in the Philippines and India and a year away in the late 1990s to write speeches for Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers. In “The Retreat of Western Liberalism,” Luce focuses on two major threats to nations devoted to human rights, democracy, and free markets. One is globalization and automation; the other is the rise  abroad of authoritarian alternatives, starting with China. Compounding both, Luce maintains, are elites’ flawed responses. These, he argues, have fueled populist backlash throughout the world’s liberal democracies.

Occasionally, Luce slips in a Trump-bashing comment that can be difficult to distinguish from the Trump-voter bashing that he criticizes. But the overall thrust of his book is that the future of freedom depends on Western elites looking within and grasping their culpability.

Luce nimbly presents a staggering array of data detailing the blighted economic prospects of those who have lacked the good fortune to secure a position in the remunerative and prestigious professions in the West’s large cities, or to earn a living through facility with words and images. The data is not new. Nor is his extended argument that the principal culprit is neither bad trade deals nor broken immigration policy but rather the onrush of globalization, which enables companies to find cheap labor abroad, coupled with stunning advances in automation that equip firms to manufacture more and better products with fewer and fewer employees. Luce’s analysis stands out for his contention that elites have failed to address the toll these relentless disruptive developments have taken on working-class families and communities.

Similarly, his exploration of the West’s setbacks in foreign affairs is literate, succinct, and incisive. But it is not his examination of China’s rise, Russia’s belligerence, the dispiriting results of American interventions in the Middle East, the evasions of and ineffective answers to jihadism, and the dissolution of no fewer than 25 democracies in the first 17 years of the 21st century that sets his book apart. It is rather his insistence that the combined weight of these setbacks has provoked in the people a legitimate crisis of confidence in the elites.

One can quarrel with the elements of the “new social compact” that Luce proposes to assist Western elites in regaining the people’s trust. In America, the compact would comprise an array of policies that are, he notes, not easy to pigeonhole. But with its call for universal health care, humane immigration laws, free speech on campuses and in the media, a greatly simplified tax code, a Marshall plan to retrain the middle class, emancipation of politics from money, and a reimagining of representative democracy, it resembles nothing so much as an updated version of the moderate center-left politics championed by Bill Clinton and Tony Blair.

At the same time, Luce’s assessment of the starting point for beneficial reform is spot on. “Donald Trump, and his counterparts in Europe, did not cause the crisis of democratic liberalism,” Luce writes. “They are a symptom.” That reality, however, is proving “hard to digest, particularly for American liberals, whose worldview has been shaken by his victory yet who retain faith that things will turn out fine.” It is also hard to digest for many establishment conservatives in America.

Progressive and conservative elites, nevertheless, must come to grips with their role in generating the populist counter-movement if they hope to avoid the further damage to Western liberalism that would come from failing the people again.
Peter Berkowitz is the Tad and Dianne Taube senior fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. His writings are posted at PeterBerkowitz.com and he can be followed on Twitter @BerkowitzPeter.
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There Is No Political Tribe That Deserves Your Complete Loyalty



If you ever wanted to understand the power of tribal loyalty, there are two new articles for you to read. The first is a Daily Beast article that explores the reinvention of Maxine Waters, a congresswoman "once dubbed one of the nation's 'most corrupt'" in Washington, D.C. The second is a column titled "Why Conservatives Still Attack Trump" in which columnist and radio talk-show host Dennis Prager attempts to figure out why so many Republicans refuse to walk lockstep with President Trump.

Let's start with Waters, who is, of course, still corrupt -- a dictator-loving conspiracy theorist who has abused her office for decades. She is now the recipient of standing ovations for her sharp attacks on Trump. The esteem Waters receives not only exposes the hypocrisy of many who claim to resist Trump on constitutional and ethical grounds but also warns against aligning yourself with people who don't respect the norms they claim to protect.

Those who advocate overturning the Citizens United ruling and allowing the state to ban political speech -- almost every liberal -- have little business lecturing about free expression. Neither do those who, only a few months ago, proposed ditching Fifth Amendment protections in an effort to confiscate guns. Nor do those whose opposition to spying on American citizens is contingent on which president is in office. The notion that Sen. Chris Murphy or Rep. Adam Schiff are guardians of the Constitution is laughable.

Obligatory post-election anti-Trumpism, which dictates absolute opposition to what this one person is doing, puts you in league with people whose concern has little to do with the Constitution and everything to do with their ideology. "Never Trump" was once a statement of intent. Now it's often a demand for conservatives to engage in hysterics every time the word "Russia" appears. No, thanks.

A good example is the Paris Agreement. "We can't let Pres @BarackObama's global effort to reduce carbon pollution with the #ParisAgreement be undone in one fell swoop," Sen. Chuck Schumer tweeted recently. According to Democrats, the agreement is the most crucial international deal the world has ever known yet not important enough to be subjected to the traditional checks and balances of American governance.

When the next liberal president is elected, he or she will use the Environmental Protection Agency to bypass Congress and, by fiat, regulate carbon dioxide -- a chemical compound that permeates everything -- without any consideration for the cost or the electorate. In other words, they'll do it in the same way Democrats bypass the process when making immigration policy or social policy or any policy they don't have the votes to enact.

In 2014, Harvard Law professor Laurence Tribe -- now also a hero of the resistance -- reminded us that this kind of governance is what former Associate Justice Robert Jackson warned about when he spoke to "the balanced power structure of our Republic." Rest assured, no one at The New York Times will lament the corrosion of process or executive abuse when that day comes.

If Trump does withdraw from the Paris Agreement, however, he will be strengthening the balance of power in this country. No, I'm not under the impression he would do so out of some deep reverence for the sanctity of the Constitution. No standing ovations from me. But it is what it is.

"We are not so different, you and I," Prager might say to Democrats. His position, after all, is AlwaysTrump, a demand to ignore every scandal and fumble for the greater good. In his column, Prager asks Republicans to "please report for duty." He says: "I have concluded that there are a few reasons that explain conservatives who were Never-Trumpers during the election, and who remain anti-Trump today. The first and, by far, the greatest reason is this: They do not believe that America is engaged in a civil war, with the survival of America as we know it at stake."

If the survival of the United States hinges on the competence of the Trump administration, then the civil war is lost, I'm afraid. If, however, it hinges on a set of ideals and laws -- which is what I have always understood Prager's position to be -- then there is no obligation to follow any man, and certainly not a man with malleable principles. And I'm sure if Trump were sending pallets of cash to Iran, Prager wouldn't be insisting on this level of support for him, even if his tax plan were better than President Reagan's.

Prager circumvents this problem by claiming that the president has acted in a wholly conservative manner. Yet Trump's recklessness and temperament certainly aren't conservative, nor are many of his ideas. But setting that aside for a moment, if the case against President Obama was predicated not only on his policies but on the way he abused the mechanisms of power, then, surely, Trump deserves criticism as well.

And if a person is truly apprehensive about creeping "authoritarianism" -- these days, the prevailing concern of the same Democrats who push policies that almost exclusively coerce Americans economically -- rigid group thinking just isn't feasible anymore. Anti, anti-anti, pro, whatever. The sad truth is that there are simply too many people acting reprehensibly in Washington for many Americans to be a member of any of these tribes.

COPYRIGHT 2017 CREATORS.COM
 

David Harsanyi is a senior editor at The Federalist. Follow him on Twitter @davidharsanyi.
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Spying on You, Spying on Me, Spying on the President



"The makers of our Constitution ... conferred, as against the Government, the right to be let alone -- the most comprehensive of rights and the right most valued by civilized men." -- Justice Louis D. Brandeis, 1928

After the Watergate era had ended and Jimmy Carter was in the White House and the Senate's Church Committee had attempted to grasp the full extent of lawless government surveillance in America during the LBJ and Nixon years, Congress passed the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. FISA declared that it provided the sole source for federal surveillance in America for intelligence purposes.

FISA required that all domestic intelligence surveillance be authorized by a newly created court, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court. Since 1978, FISC has met in secret. Its records are unavailable to the public unless it determines otherwise, and it hears only from Department of Justice lawyers and National Security Agency personnel. There are no lawyers or witnesses to challenge the DOJ or the NSA.

Notwithstanding this handy constitutional novelty, the NSA quickly grew impatient with its monitors and began crafting novel arguments that were met with no resistance. Those arguments did away with the kind of particularized probable cause about targets of surveillance that the Constitution requires in favor of warrants based on the probability that someone somewhere in a given group could provide intelligence data helpful to national security, and because the FISC bought these arguments, the entire group could be spied upon. The FISC unleashed the NSA to spy on tens of millions of Americans.

That was still not enough for the nation's spies. So beginning in 2005, then-President George W. Bush permitted the NSA to interpret President Ronald Reagan's executive order 12333 so as to allow all spying on everyone in the U.S., all the time. The NSA and Bush took the position that because the president is constitutionally the commander in chief of the military and because the NSA is in the military, both the president and the NSA are lawfully independent of FISA.

The NSA does not acknowledge any of this, but we know from the Edward Snowden revelations and from the testimony of a former high-ranking NSA official who devised many of the NSA programs that this is so.

The NSA's use of FISC-issued warrants is only one of a half-dozen tools that the NSA uses, but it is the only tool that the NSA publicly acknowledges. FISC-issued warrants do not name a person as a suspect; they name a category. For example, it could be customers of Verizon, which includes 115 million people. It could be telephones and computers located at 721-725 Fifth Ave. in New York; that's Trump Tower. It could be all electronic devices in the 10036 ZIP code; that's midtown Manhattan.

When the NSA obtains a FISA warrant and captures a communication, the participants often mention a third person. The federal "minimization" statute requires the NSA to get a warrant before surveilling that third person. Last week, we learned that last month, the FISC rebuked the NSA for failing to minimize by continuing to surveil third parties to the sixth degree without warrants.

Here is an example of warrantless surveillance to the sixth degree. The NSA surveils A and B pursuant to a FISC-issued warrant; A and B discuss C; the NSA, without a warrant, surveils C talking to D; C mentions E, and D mentions F; the NSA surveils E and F without warrants, etc. This continues going out to six stops from the A-and-B conversation, even though this is prohibited by federal law. The final stop, which involves huge numbers of people, has been proved to have no connection whatsoever to the warrant issued for A and B, yet the NSA continues to spy there.

But it doesn't stop there. The Bush interpretation of EO 12333 is still followed by the NSA. Its logic -- "I am the commander in chief, and I'll do what I need to do to keep us safe, and the NSA can do what I permit" -- permits universal surveillance in flagrant violation of FISA and the Constitution. It was used to justify the surveillance of Donald Trump before he was inaugurated. It no doubt still is.

The availability of the information acquired by this massive spying is a serious threat to democracy. We know from the Susan Rice admissions that folks in the government can acquire intelligence-generated data -- emails, text messages, recordings of telephone conversations -- and use that data for political purposes. Just ask former Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn. And we know from recent tragedies in San Bernardino and Orlando, even Manchester, that the NSA is suffering from information overload. It has too much data to sift through because it does not focus on the bad guys until after the tragedies. Before the tragedies, it has no focus.

The now public rebuke of the NSA by the FISC is extraordinary, but it is also a farce. The FISC is virtually owned by the NSA. That court has granted 99.9 percent of requests made by the NSA since the court was created. Despite all the public revelations, the FISC looks the other way at non-FISC-authorized NSA spying. The judges of the FISC have become virtual clerks for the NSA. And the FISC has become an unconstitutional joke.

Where does all this leave us? It leaves us with a public recognition that we are the most spied-upon people in world history and that the president himself has been a victim. This fall, the NSA will ask Congress to reauthorize certain spying authorities that are due to expire at the end of the year. Congress needs to know just how unconstitutional, intrusive and fruitless all this spying has become.

Perhaps then Congress will write laws that are faithful to the Constitution -- and if so, maybe the folks empowered by those laws will follow them.

COPYRIGHT 2017 ANDREW P. NAPOLITANO
DISTRIBUTED BY CREATORS.COM
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Given Trump's Moral Vacuum, the World Must Step In



WASHINGTON -- With his backward policies and his tiresome antics, President Trump seems to be trying his best to do something that ought to be impossible: Make the U.S. presidency irrelevant to world progress.

Climate change offers one example. Trump tried hard to build suspense for Thursday's announcement about whether he would honor or trash the landmark Paris accord; doubtless he'd rather have attention focused on greenhouse gases than on the snowballing Russia investigations. At this point, however, I have to wonder what difference the decision to leave the agreement actually makes.

Trump's pro-coal program of deregulation -- a quixotic attempt to revive an industry being strangled by global market forces, not politicians -- and his boosterish advocacy of oil and gas mean the U.S. has little chance of meeting its Paris emissions targets anyway. The real-world impact of Trump's choice is more diplomatic than environmental.

More important are his domestic policies. And even if Trump succeeds in weakening federal fuel economy standards, automakers will be unable to ignore California's tougher requirements, which are also imposed by 12 other states -- comprising more than one-third of the U.S. vehicle market. The administration can seek to override the California standards, but such a move would lead to a lengthy court battle. George W. Bush filed such a challenge in 2007 but California sued, and the case was still pending when Barack Obama took office in 2009 and abandoned it.

The only other nations that have rejected the Paris pact are Syria and Nicaragua -- not the kind of company the United States usually keeps. The rest of the world is going about the business of making big investments in clean-energy technology. The next breakthrough in solar power is likely to be made in China or Germany, not here.

Energy policy is just one area where Trump is encouraging the rest of the world to go on without us. Much more urgently, Trump has called into question the U.S. commitment to the trans-Atlantic alliance, which for seven decades has been the world's most important guarantor of peace and engine of prosperity.

Following Trump's first overseas trip as president, which included NATO and G-7 summit meetings, German Chancellor Angela Merkel declared that Europe "really must take our fate into our own hands." She said the time when the continent could rely on others, meaning the United States, was "over to a certain extent."

Merkel is a cautious politician who carefully measures her words. There have been many times over the years when Europe and the United States were not on the same page, but this moment feels different. Trump has raised doubts about the relationship in a way none of his predecessors did even at moments of sharp disagreement.

Trump scolded European leaders for not spending more on defense, saying that they have failed to meet their "financial obligations" and that the status quo is "unfair to American taxpayers." He failed to offer an unconditional guarantee of European security. In private talks, he harshly complained about Germany's trade surplus with the United States.

Britain's "Brexit" vote and Trump's "America first" rhetoric appear to have ironically brought the continental members of the European Union closer together. Germany, France, Italy, Spain and the other nations in the bloc have the wherewithal to provide for their own defense -- and surely will do so if they don't believe they can rely on the United States. Someone tell me how this would make the world safer.

Part of the problem is that the Europeans see Trump as going out of his way to forge a friendlier and more cooperative relationship with Russian strongman Vladimir Putin, whom EU members such as Poland and the Baltic States rightly consider a threat.

Trump got a warmer welcome, and did less to give offense, during the Middle East leg of the trip. The speech in which he sought to address the Muslim world could have been better but also could have been worse, given his previous antipathy toward the 1.6 billion followers of Islam.

But Trump has given responsibility for forging peace between Israelis and Palestinians to a total amateur, his son-in-law Jared Kushner. The president declines to adopt the customary U.S. stance in favor of democracy and human rights, instead offering autocratic leaders such as Saudi Arabia's King Salman and Egypt's Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi his uncritical embrace. Such realpolitik has come back to haunt the United States in the past, and it will again.

Trump is abdicating all moral power. The world has no choice but to move on.

(c) 2017, Washington Post Writers Group
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Trump Pulls U.S. Out of Paris Climate Agreement



WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump said Thursday he was withdrawing the U.S. from the Paris climate agreement, striking a major blow to worldwide efforts to combat climate change and distancing the country from many allies abroad. He said the U.S. would try to negotiate re-entry on better terms.

"As of today, the United States will cease all implementation of the nonbinding Paris accord," Trump said during a White House Rose Garden announcement. Suggesting renegotiating re-entry was not a major priority, he said, "If we can, great. If we can't, that's fine."

By abandoning the world's chief effort to slow the tide of planetary warming, Trump was fulfilling a top campaign pledge. But he was also breaking from many of America's staunches allies, who have expressed alarm about the decision.

Under former President Barack Obama, the U.S. had agreed to reduce emissions to 26 percent to 28 percent of 2005 levels by 2025 - about 1.6 billion tons.

But Trump said the agreement disadvantaged the U.S. "to the exclusive benefit of other countries," leaving American businesses and taxpayers to absorb the cost.

Scientists say Earth is likely to reach more dangerous levels of warming sooner as a result of the president's decision because America contributes so much to rising temperatures. Calculations suggest withdrawal could result in emissions of up to 3 billion tons of additional carbon dioxide in the air a year - enough to melt ice sheets faster, raise seas higher and trigger more extreme weather.

The U.S. is the world's second-largest emitter of carbon, following only China. Beijing, however, has reaffirmed its commitment to meeting its targets under the Paris accord, recently canceling construction of about 100 coal-fired power plants and investing billions in massive wind and solar projects.

White House talking points obtained by The Associated Press said the Paris accord was "a BAD deal for Americans" and that the president's action would keep "his campaign promise to put American workers first."

"The Accord," the document went on to say, "was negotiated poorly by the Obama Administration and signed out of desperation."

"The U.S. is already leading the world in energy production and doesn't need a bad deal that will harm American workers," it read.

The White House had signaled earlier in the week that withdrawal was likely, but Trump has been known to change his mind at the last minute on such major decisions.

White House aides were divided on the topic and had been deliberating on "caveats in the language" as late as Wednesday, one official said.

---

Associated Press writers Ken Thomas, Erica Werner, Vivian Salama, Michael Biesecker and Seth Borenstein in Washington contributed to this report.

© 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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Kathy Griffin Apologizes for Gruesome Trump Photo But Backlash Builds | RealClearPolitics
WASHINGTON -- By Wednesday afternoon comedian Kathy Griffin had apologized for posing for a photo with what looked like the blood-soaked decapitated head of President Donald Trump.

"I went too far," she said in a contrite follow-up video. "I sincerely apologize."

But it was too late.

Squatty Potty CEO Bobby Edwards announced that it was suspending an ad campaign featuring Griffin as the Utah-based bathroom-stool company saw the stunt as "deeply inappropriate" and "contrary to the core values our company stands for." 

CNN also announced it was terminating Griffin's appearance its New Year's show, after earlier criticizing the photos as "disgusting and offensive."

Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., still planned to appear with Griffin on a tour to promote his new book, "Al Franken: Giant of the Senate." Franken called the photo shoot "a horrible mistake," but said "she did the right thing asking for forgiveness."

The question is: What ever made Griffin and photographer Tyler Shields think that it was acceptable, or even funny, for Griffin to pose as an Islamic State terrorist would, holding what looked to be the hacked-off head of a U.S. president?

It is clear that the photo -- posted Tuesday on TMZ -- was not a spontaneous gaffe. Griffin and Shields produced a video about the production in which Griffin joked, "We have to go to Mexico. Because we're going to prison, federal prison."

Radio talk show host Rush Limbaugh likened the video to "the political assassination of Donald Trump."

Tweeting Wednesday morning, Trump said Griffin "should be ashamed of herself" for the photo. "My children, especially my 11-year-old son, Barron, are having a hard time with this. Sick!"

And first lady Melania Trump issued a statement in which she said, "As a mother, a wife, and a human being, that photo is very disturbing. When you consider some of the atrocities happening in the world today, a photo opportunity like this is simply wrong and makes you wonder about the mental health of the person who did it."

Many conservatives believe left-leaning Hollywood has two standards -- one for Democrats who always are victims, and another for conservatives who get what's coming to them.

"Clearly there is a history of the Hollywood left feeling emboldened to make outrageous statements about conservatives," former GOP strategist Alice Stewart observed.

Stewart said she believes in free speech, but she also believes in consequences. She applauded Griffin for apologizing and "my employer CNN for canceling her contract for New Year's Eve."

Since Trump won in November, he has been the brunt of hostile salvos lobbed by left-leaning entertainers. At a women's march following Trump's inauguration, Madonna confessed, "Yes, I'm angry. Yes, I am outraged. Yes, I have thought an awful lot about blowing up the White House." Her remarks barely registered on cable news' registry.

In a music video, Snoop Dogg shot a Trump-look-alike clown with a toy gun that released a flag that said "bang." Again, little outrage.

When British filmmaker Gabriel Range made a movie about the assassination of George W. Bush during a 2007 trip to Chicago, he won an award. Then the fantasy of assassinating a president was art, as Griffin described her photo shoot.

But when Republicans target Democrats in less direct fashion, they can be accused of inciting violence. Griffin herself assailed former GOP vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin for releasing a map with targeted congressional districts in crosshairs. When a madman shot and critically wounded Rep. Gabby Giffords, D-Ariz., whose district was in the map, Griffin tweeted, "Happy now Sarah?"

Democratic strategist Maria Cardona saw no need to condemn Griffin. "Frankly I don't think she matters," the CNN contributor wrote in an email. "I think Trump made a mistake in responding to her because it elevated her and her disgusting antic to a level she doesn't deserve. And sure, hypocrisy abounds on both sides. Ted Nugent threatened President Obama's life and Nugent was invited by Trump to the White House."

In 2012, Nugent, a gun-rights activist, said Republicans "should ride into that battlefield and chop (Democrats') heads off in November."

Comedian Will Durst took time off from working on "Durst Case Scenario," his one-man show about Trump, to comment on the Griffin controversy.

"You know Kathy Griffin is tasteless," said Durst, who nonetheless refused to condemn her. "The guy who she is mocking and scoffing," he said, has "laid a base of attack and bluster and baseless claims, so it's a whole different playing field."

Former first daughter Chelsea Clinton was not as understanding. "I hope we can at least agree that it's never funny to joke about violence toward anyone, and particularly in this politically charged moment, toward our president," she told "The View."

COPYRIGHT 2017 CREATORS.COM
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Jared Kushner's Dilemma | RealClearPolitics
Jared Kushner is being represented by one of the best criminal defense lawyers in Washington, Jamie Gorelick, and he is going to need her. 

Not because he engaged in any major crimes -- even assuming that he took secret meetings with top Russian officials, perhaps hoping to be ready to play the "Bobby Kennedy in the Cuban missile crisis" role (the then-attorney general and president's brother reportedly had a secret line to the Kremlin). Being naive, even dangerously so, is not a crime in America. 

He needs a lawyer because he is in a classically difficult position.

What criminal defense lawyers generally tell a client who is being investigated by dozens of investigators and sharp prosecutors is to keep his head down and his mouth shut. 

I half-jokingly tell my students every year what every professional criminal knows: Don't try to talk your way out of trouble, because you're more likely to talk your way into even more.

Kushner's problem, if he has one, is most likely not what he's done but, like everyone else in Washington, what he's said and not said about it in the past; and what he says and doesn't say to investigators now.

"Did he disclose these meetings during background checks?" is the question reporters were asking as Week 2 of the drip-drip of the Kushner scandal unfolds.

If he didn't disclose them, if he actually said he had no additional meetings when he did, or didn't accurately name all those he met with, then he may have already committed a federal felony, a violation of the catch-all (quite literally) code provision that makes it a crime to make a "false statement" to any federal officer. I don't mean a sworn false statement. I don't mean under oath, penalty of perjury or one of those disclaimers on a legal document. 

I mean that if one of the agents doing the background check asked Kushner a question to which the accurate answer was yes and Kushner said no: That, my friend, is a federal felony. Lying on background checks is a no-no, even if it's a white lie. Take, for example, the time Clinton administration Housing Secretary Henry Cisneros lied to the FBI about the amount of money he'd given a former mistress. Cisneros resigned and entered a plea agreement. And that case was a lot more sympathetic than Jared Kushner's. 

And what is Jared Kushner going to tell all the Congressional investigators who are about to be breathing down his back, demanding answers to questions from the court of public opinion?

The first rule of politics, when it comes to a crisis, is that you can run but you can't hide -- and you pay if you try to. Monica Lewinsky was the exception to the usual rule that when there's bad news, you get it out -- all of it, all at once -- take responsibility, promise to address whatever it is and root it out, say whatever you need to say. But saying nothing is not a long-term option.

"Transparency": we hear that word all the time. We want politicians and even their families to be open and honest, to be deserving of our trust. And taking the Fifth is not a survivable option. The former national security adviser can do it, but not the "current" anything.

Already there is the inconsistency between the Russians' and the White House's explanations of one of the questionable meetings. At some point, Kushner or his lawyer will have to say more than that he "makes a lot of calls." No doubt he does. How many of them are to people related to Russian intelligence remains to be seen. If it takes too long to see it, Kushner may not survive politically. And who he told what to when may matter more than whether it was wrong to do it or not. 

COPYRIGHT 2017 CREATORS.COM
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Preparing for the Next Panic -- or Not



WASHINGTON -- When the next financial crisis hits -- an event that may be years or decades away -- we will learn whether this Congress and the president drew the right lessons from the 2008-09 financial crisis. Congress is arguing over whether government can avoid "bailouts" of large financial institutions and still prevent a full-blown crisis. With all of President Trump's trials and tribulations, hardly anyone is paying attention.

The debate goes to the heart of the government's role in the financial system. During the 2008-09 crisis, the Federal Reserve, Treasury and Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) rescued a variety of large financial institutions, including the insurance company AIG, Citigroup, and many banks and lenders. But the rescue provoked a public backlash; many Americans felt that Wall Street was protected while Main Street wasn't.

To address this complaint, the Dodd-Frank law -- the Obama administration's response to the financial crisis -- created a complicated system under which troubled financial institutions could borrow temporarily from the Treasury (via the FDIC). This would, arguably, prevent a panic, as these institutions would otherwise lack the money to repay their lenders. But ultimately, these shaky institutions would be broken up, with their viable segments preserved or sold to other firms and the rest shuttered.

Among banking experts, the process is referred to as Orderly Liquidation Authority, or OLA. It seems a complex solution to a complex problem. Yet, it did not convince skeptics, who argued that for all its twists and turns, OLA would simply be another mechanism to bail out mismanaged banks and financial institutions. A better solution and a sure-fire defense against bailouts, retorted the skeptics, would be to put collapsing financial institutions into legal bankruptcy, where they would be closed or reorganized.

So that's what the Republican majority of the House Financial Services Committee did in May. There would be no borrowing from the Treasury. Troubled firms would go straight into bankruptcy. End of story? No. A letter from 122 law professors and economists, led by Jeffrey N. Gordon of the Columbia Law School and Mark J. Roe of the Harvard Law School, argued that the House proposal is unworkable and could trigger the panic that the legislation aimed to avoid.

The bankruptcy of one major firm isn't the main threat. The larger danger is "a financial crisis that threatens the economy [and involves] multiple institutions failing or tottering simultaneously," said the letter. The "American economy will need a coordinated response, particularly if the entire financial system suffers a panic or lack of liquidity." Bankruptcy judges cannot provide this response. It is best left to the Treasury, Federal Reserve and FDIC.

Earlier, Ben Bernanke -- chairman of the Federal Reserve Board during the financial crisis -- made similar points on his blog. He also denied that OLA represented a bank bailout, because "all losses are borne by the private sector." Shareholders would almost certainly be wiped out; top managers would lose their jobs. If government loans could not be repaid, there would be a financial assessment on healthier financial institutions to fill the gap.

This is an enormously important debate. We shouldn't gut Dodd-Frank unless the critics can make the case that what they propose is demonstrably better. They haven't yet.

(c) 2017, The Washington Post Writers Group
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Trump Discusses Trade Deficit With Visiting Vietnam Leader



WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump welcomed Vietnam's prime minister to the White House Wednesday for talks focusing on the American trade deficit, while the Southeast Asian country is still shaken by Trump's withdrawal from a regional commerce pact.

Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc is the first leader to visit the Trump White House from Southeast Asia, where the U.S. vies with China for influence. The two leaders said billions of dollars in U.S.-Vietnamese business deals were signed, but gave no details.

Their Oval Office meeting, however, was overshadowed by indications Trump will pull the United States out of a global climate agreement that commits nations to reducing carbon emissions. The World Bank has ranked Vietnam, whose population mostly lives in coastal areas and low-lying deltas, as one of five countries most likely to be affected by climate change.

Responding briefly to questions from reporters at the start of Wednesday's meeting, Trump said he would decide on the Paris accord "very soon."

The U.S. president is due to travel to Vietnam to attend an Asia-Pacific economic summit in November, which Phuc said would be an opportunity for the U.S. to assert its positive role in the region.

As the two leaders sat down for formal talks, which also touched on North Korea, Trump was quick to raise the trade imbalance.

"We have a major trade deficit with Vietnam, which will hopefully balance out in a short period of time. We expect to be able to do that," Trump said. He added that Vietnam had made a "very large order" worth billions of dollars that would create jobs for the U.S.

Phuc said U.S.-Vietnam relations have "undergone significant upheaval but today we have been able to become comprehensive partners." He said he has been impressed by Trump's friendliness and openness and was confident bilateral cooperation would be enhanced.

A joint statement released later Wednesday said Phuc expressed interest in acquiring more defense equipment from the United States, including additional Coast Guard cutters. The two leaders also looked into the possibility of a visit to a Vietnamese port by a U.S. aircraft carrier and expanded cooperation between the two navies, it said.

The U.S. and Vietnam normalized ties in 1995, two decades after the Vietnam War's end. Under President Barack Obama, diplomatic and security ties blossomed, as Vietnam sought ways to counter China's island-building and vast claims to the disputed South China Sea.

But the relationship is now on uncertain ground.

Vietnam would have been a prime beneficiary of the 12-nation Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement negotiated under Obama. Within days of taking office, Trump withdrew the U.S. from the trade deal, saying it would hurt American workers.

At a dinner for Phuc late Tuesday hosted by American business leaders, U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer said the annual trade deficit with Vietnam - America's sixth-largest - increased over the last decade to nearly $32 billion from $7 billion, presenting "new challenges" for the relationship.

Speaking at the Heritage Foundation think tank Wednesday, Phuc pushed back, saying that in trade, the U.S. and Vietnamese economies are "more complementary than competitive." He said contracts for U.S. goods and services worth $15 billion were signed during his visit.

GE Power Chief Executive Officer Steve Bolze said Tuesday the company would sign $6 billion in agreements.

Security cooperation between the nations that were once enemies has grown because of shared concern over China's assertive behavior in the South China Sea. The U.S. recently delivered six coastal patrol boats to Vietnam's coast guard and a decommissioned Hamilton-class cutter.

Phuc did not address last week's U.S. Navy's freedom of navigation operation in the South China Sea, the first since Trump took office, but said he welcomes U.S. support for freedom of navigation and overflight, compliance with international law and peaceful resolution of disputes.

He called for U.S.-China relations that are conducive to peace and stability and the interests of smaller nations.

"In Vietnam we have a saying that when the buffalos fight the flies may be hurt," he said.

© 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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Sexism & the Election; Campus Complaint; the Enforcer; Kings and Soldiers



Good morning, it’s Thursday, June 1, 2017. Seventy-three years ago today, Operation Neptune officially began. Today we know the June 6, 1944 Allied invasion of France as the Battle of Normandy, although in the Army it was called Operation Overlord. Neptune was the first part of that grand plan, and referred to the ferrying of troops and equipment across the English Channel.

On June 1, 1944, armed messengers boarded the armada of vessels waiting in British harbors. These messengers, all of whom were officers, carried sealed and top-secret orders informing the commander of each ship that Neptune’s debarkation date was June 5, with the possibility of delaying one or two days depending on the weather.

Americans of a certain age who are familiar with D-Day remember the iconic newsreels of Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower mingling with airborne troops on the eve of the invasion. It was a fitting gesture, especially on English soil. In “Henry V,” Shakespeare has King Harry go out among his troops in disguise on the eve of the Battle of Agincourt.

What infinite hearts-ease
 Must kings neglect, that private men enjoy!
 And what have kings that privates have not too
 Save ceremony, save general ceremony.

The first week of June 1944 was not a time to stand on ceremony, as the real-life king and queen of England demonstrated. I’ll have more on this, and on the royals’ interaction with a teenage U.S. Navy enlisted man, in a moment.

First, I’ll point you to RealClearPolitics’ front page, which presents our poll averages, videos, breaking news stories, and aggregated opinion pieces spanning the political spectrum. We also offer a rich complement of original material from our own reporters and contributors, including the following:

* * * 

Sexism Did Not Cost Hillary the Election. Tom Bevan lays out data indicating the contrary.

Universities Should Be Safe Spaces -- for Intellectual Diversity. A group of Middlebury College alums -- all of them distinguished professors elsewhere -- speak out on the school’s response to student disruption of a controversial speaker there.

Jeff Sessions Just Wants to Enforce the Law. In RealClearPolicy, Thomas Ascik applauds the attorney general’s efforts to roll back the Obama administration's crime policies.

Farm Subsidies: Handouts to the Rich. In RealClearMarkets, Dana Wade hails the president’s budget as a clear sign to agribusiness that its cash cow is no longer sacred.

The Gravity of Dunkirk. In RealClearDefense, Brian Pawlowski revisits the epic evacuation of British and French forces 77 years ago.

Why Jefferson’s Vision of Islam Matters Today. Denise A. Spellberg explains in RealClearReligion.

Top 10 Championship Rematches. Cory Gunkel compiled this list in RealClearSports.

 * * *

King George VI wasn’t yet three years into his reign when England was dragged into the Second World War. He and his wife endeavored to remain in London, even during the worst of the nighttime bombings known as the Blitz. They knew what they were doing. Prince Albert, as he was known before his coronation, had a military education, while Queen Elizabeth had an innate instinct for leadership.

Nearly 1,000 civilians had been killed on the first night of the Blitz, most of them in London’s East End. A week later, on September 13, 1940, German planes dropped bombs in a Buckingham Palace courtyard while the king and queen were in residence.

“I am glad we have been bombed,” Elizabeth said defiantly. “It makes me feel we can look the East End in the face.”

Now, nearly four long years later, the king and queen, like Shakespeare’s King Harry, walked among the sailors of the U.S. Navy’s 6th Naval Beach Battalion in the port town of Weymouth before the great invasion.

A lanky American named M. Clyde Whirty was handed an American flag by one of the men in Elizabeth’s party. A native of Maine, Clyde Whirty had talked his father into letting him enlist two years earlier when he was 17. Clyde would turn 19 the day after D-Day -- if he lived that long. I’ll have the rest of his story tomorrow.

Carl M. Cannon  
 Washington Bureau chief, RealClearPolitics
 @CarlCannon (Twitter)
 ccannon@realclearpolitics.com
Carl M. Cannon is the Washington Bureau Chief for RealClearPolitics. Reach him on Twitter @CarlCannon.
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How Long Will NBA Fans Tolerate Trump-Bashing by Head Coaches?



The success of NBA San Antonio Spurs coach Gregg Popovich cannot be denied. In his professional career, the Popovich-led Spurs have won five championships. Popovich is also a military vet. Fluent in Russian and armed with an Air Force Academy degree in Soviet studies, his first post was as an intelligence officer assigned to a top-secret facility operating spy satellites. He also played and coached basketball for the Air Force during his five years of active duty, achieving the rank of captain. 

So the man is not without experience and insight. 

Here's the problem. On several occasions, Popovich has teed off on Donald Trump, the first condemnation taking place just days after Trump's election: "It's still early and I'm still sick to my stomach. Not basically because the Republicans won or anything, but the disgusting tenor and tone and all the comments that have been xenophobic, homophobic, racist, misogynistic, and I live in that country where half the country ignored all that to elect someone. That's the scariest part of the whole thing to me. ... I'm a rich white guy, and I'm sick to my stomach thinking about it. I can't imagine being a Muslim right now, or a woman, or an African-American, a Hispanic, a handicapped person, how disenfranchised they might feel. And for anyone in those groups that voted for him, it's just beyond my comprehension how they ignore all that. And so, my final conclusion is -- my big fear is -- we are Rome."

That was right after the election. How does Popovich feel now? He recently slammed Trump again:

"Usually things happen in the world and you go to work and you have your family and your friends and you do what you do. To this day, I feel like there's a cloud, a pall over the whole country, in a paranoid, surreal sort of way. It's got nothing to do with the Democrats losing the election; it has to do with the way one individual conducts himself, and that's embarrassing. It's dangerous to our institutions and what we all stand for and what we expect the country to be. For this individual, he's in a game show. Everything that happens begins and ends with him, not our people or our country. Every time he talks about those things, it's a ruse. Disingenuous, cynical."

Imagine what would happen to the career of a coach who said the same thing about, say, President Barack Obama? Couldn't a coach argue that Obama's Iran deal gives the hateful ayatollahs a march toward the acquisition of a nuclear bomb? Couldn't a coach argue that Obama's insistence on releasing detainees from Guantanamo Bay means that a large number of the so-called "worst of the worst" will return to the battlefield, only to kill more Americans or American allies? Couldn't a coach in good faith believe that Obama's failure to use the term "radical Islam" emboldens our enemies and lulls us into a false sense of complacency? 

Couldn't a coach argue that Obama, by invoking Ferguson in a United Nations speech and by saying "If I had a son, he'd look like Trayvon," exacerbated racial tensions in America? As for Trump, it should be noted that he got a greater percentage of the black vote and Hispanic vote then did Mitt Romney in 2012, while getting a smaller percentage of the white vote.

Can you imagine the shelf life of any coach who, for example, pointed out that President Obama presided over the worst economic recovery since 1949 and made the case that Obama's tax, spend and regulate policies harmed the economy?

Popovich is not the only publicly anti-Trump coach in the league. Steve Kerr, the coach of the Golden State Warriors, whose father was actually assassinated by Islamic terrorists, criticized President Trump's proposed travel restrictions in January: "I would just say that as someone whose family member was a victim of terrorism ... if we're trying to combat terrorism by banishing people from coming to this country, by really going against the principles of what our country is about and creating fear, it's the wrong way of going about it."

The coach of NBA's Detroit Pistons, Stan Van Gundy, also slammed Trump after his November victory: "I don't think anybody can deny this guy is openly and brazenly racist and misogynistic and ethnic-centric." 

The NBA is a private entity, and they could pass a rule banning coaches from making political statements during interviews. The right to make a political statement, of course, does not shield the speaker from the backlash that comes with exercising it.

How much longer will Texas NBA fans tolerate a Trump-bashing coach in a state the President carried by 9 percentage points? 

COPYRIGHT 2017 LAURENCE A. ELDER
DISTRIBUTED BY CREATORS.COM
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Sexism Did Not Cost Hillary the Election | RealClearPolitics
It’s June 2017, and many Democrats (and members of the media) are still trying to figure out how Hillary Clinton managed to lose the 2016 election to Donald Trump. The consensus, at least for the past seven months, has been that Jim Comey and the Russians were responsible. Precious little empirical evidence supports the view the former FBI director’s stumbling on-again, off-again handling of the bureau’s investigation swung actual votes last November. As of now, at least, there’s  even less evidence that any Russian meddling played a role.

Thanks to a glowing profile of Hillary Clinton in New York Magazine, a new culprit has been identified: sexism. Author Rebecca Traister wastes no time saddling up one of Democrats’ favorite hobby horses:


But postmortems offering rational explanations for how a pussy-grabbing goblin managed to gain the White House over an experienced woman have mostly glossed over one of the well-worn dynamics in play: A competent woman losing a job to an incompetent man is not an anomalous Election Day surprise; it is Tuesday in America….

“I think a lot of people didn’t believe those of us who were yelling that it was hard to elect a woman president,” says Jess McIntosh, a Democratic strategist who was the director of communications outreach for the Clinton campaign. “The fact that that woman lost to the least qualified human being on the planet really kind of drove it home.”



The frustration of the author and Clinton’s campaign staff is obvious, and understandable. It has a superficial logic to it: What else but deep-seated bigotry could explain how a “pussy-grabbing goblin” who is the “least qualified human being on the planet” beat such a superbly qualified woman for the White House?

But the numbers don’t bear out the claim that sexism is to blame for Clinton’s loss.

In 1937, Gallup first asked voters whether they would or would not vote for a candidate for president based on certain characteristics. That year, only 33 percent of respondents said they would be willing to vote for a woman for president, which was far below the other two characteristics polled (Jew, 46 percent; Catholic, 60 percent).

To be sure, not every person will confess his or her prejudices to a stranger. Nonetheless, over the years, political scientists have found that such poll questions generally do correlate with the electorate’s tolerance levels. So fast-forward nearly eight decades, and 92 percent of Americans said they would vote for a woman for president, tied for second best among the 11 characteristics polled.

Sexism was actually the second line of defense in the identity politics invoked by Clinton apologists. The first was racism. Even before the election was decided, left-leaning Salon magazine was preparing her excuses in pieces such as “Fear of a woman president: How the white backlash against Obama fueled Hillary hate and the rise of Trump.”

When the votes were counted, CNN commentator—and former Obama administration official—Van Jones said emotionally on-air, “This was a white-lash against a changing country. It was a whitelash against a black president, in part.”

The story line was never simpatico with President Obama’s own views: He was on record as saying he thought if allowed by the Constitution to run again, he could win a third term. Nor did it align with the election results. Clinton lost states that Obama carried because he did better with white voters than she did—and he was confident he could have done it again.  Simply put, there’s little reason to believe Hillary Clinton’s gender impacted her more negatively than Barack Obama’s skin color.

A closer look at the results from November amplify the point. Donald Trump ran just a single point better among men nationally in 2016 (53 percent) than Mitt Romney did in 2012.  Conversely, Hillary Clinton ran a single point worse among women nationally in 2016 (54 percent) than Barack Obama did in 2012. But given that Clinton won the national popular vote by 3 million votes, those numbers aren’t terribly helpful in illuminating why she lost the election.

Let’s look more closely at the four states that mattered most in November: Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Florida.

In the first three, Trump increased the Republican vote share among males from the 2012 election (+3 in Wisconsin, +5 in Michigan, +6 in Pennsylvania), while Clinton lost male vote share in all three states (-7 in Wisconsin, -9 in Michigan, -8 in Pennsylvania).

Even if you attribute that shift mostly or entirely to sexism, which is implausible, Clinton also lost female vote share in all three states (-4 in Wisconsin, -4 in Michigan, -1 in Pennsylvania) versus the previous election. Had she merely been able to win the same percentage of the female vote that Obama won in 2012, she would have won Wisconsin and Michigan.

Florida was a similar story. Trump won the exact same share of the vote among males and females as Mitt Romney did in 2012, 53 and 46 percent, respectively. But Clinton lost three points among both men and women in the Sunshine State. Again, had she just retained the same level of support among women in Florida as Obama received in 2012, she would have won the state by some 35,000 votes.

Flip Wisconsin, Michigan, and Florida on the 2016 Electoral Map and Hillary Clinton defeats Donald Trump, 287 to 251. Those claiming sexism as an excuse for Hillary’s loss have to grapple with this fact: The reason she didn’t win isn’t because not enough men voted for her, it’s because not enough women did.

A coda to the argument against sexism as a contributing factor: In late January, a group of academics put on a live gender-bending re-enactment of portions of the 2016 debates, titled “Her Opponent.” Donald Trump was played by a woman, given the name Brenda King, and Hillary Clinton was played on stage by a man named Jonathan Gordon. The actors spent weeks memorizing the debate transcripts and perfecting the candidates’ exact body movements, facial expressions and speech patterns.

Members of the audience were interviewed before and after the performance. The producers of “Her Opponent” assumed the experiment in gender-inversion would confirm a sexist double standard. In other words, that a woman would never have gotten away with the aggressive, bullying posture and tone that Trump regularly took in the debates. But that’s not what they found.

Instead, members of the audience were drawn to the female character playing Trump as being “strong” and “authentic.” Said one woman, “When she [the female Trump character] was attacking, I had so much respect for her and her level of confidence.”

Conversely, the male character playing Clinton came off as inauthentic and timid. One woman who was a Clinton supporter said of Jonathan Gordon’s character, “I felt that he was weak and I felt that I didn’t really like him.”

Joe Salvatore, one of the producers of “Her Opponent,” explained the crowd’s reaction this way:


We heard a lot of “now I understand how this happened”—meaning how Trump won the election. People got upset. There was a guy two rows in front of me who was literally holding his head in his hands, and the person with him was rubbing his back. The simplicity of Trump’s message became easier for people to hear when it was coming from a woman—that was a theme. One person said, “I’m just so struck by how precise Trump’s technique is.” Another—a musical theater composer, actually—said that Trump created “hummable lyrics,” while Clinton talked a lot, and everything she said was true and factual, but there was no “hook” to it. 



The Democrats’ search for answers as to how Hillary Clinton could lose to someone like Donald Trump is understandable. (There are 15 competent, experienced Republicans who are still asking themselves a version of that same question.) Plenty of factors played a role in Clinton’s loss, but there’s little evidence that sexism was one of them. Ultimately, she proved a lackluster candidate with an inferior message who failed to connect with voters in the states that mattered most.
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Trump to Announce Decision on Climate Deal Thursday



WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump will announce his decision on whether to pull the United States out of the Paris climate accord during a Rose Garden event Thursday afternoon.

Trump promoted his announcement Wednesday night on Twitter, after a day in which U.S. allies around the world sounded alarms about the likely consequences of a U.S. withdrawal. Trump himself kept everyone in suspense, saying he was still listening to "a lot of people both ways."

The White House signaled that Trump was likely to decide on exiting the global pact - fulfilling one of his principal campaign pledges - though top aides were divided. And the final decision may not be entirely clear-cut: Aides were still deliberating on "caveats in the language," one official said.

Everyone cautioned that no decision was final until Trump announced it. The president has been known to change his thinking on major decisions and tends to seek counsel from both inside and outside advisers, many with differing agendas, until the last minute.

Abandoning the pact would isolate the U.S. from a raft of international allies who spent years negotiating the 2015 agreement to fight global warming and pollution by reducing carbon emissions in nearly 200 nations. While traveling abroad last week, Trump was repeatedly pressed to stay in the deal by European leaders and the Vatican. Withdrawing would leave the United States aligned only with Russia among the world's industrialized economies.

American corporate leaders have also appealed to the businessman-turned-president to stay. They include Apple, Google and Walmart. Even fossil fuel companies such as Exxon Mobil, BP and Shell say the United States should abide by the deal.

In a Berlin speech, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang said that fighting climate change is a "global consensus" and an "international responsibility."

"China in recent years has stayed true to its commitment," said Li, speaking in Berlin Wednesday.

Trump's predecessor, President Barack Obama, enacted the deal without U.S. Senate ratification. A formal withdrawal would take years, experts say, a situation that led the president of the European Commission to speak dismissively of Trump on Wednesday.

Trump doesn't "comprehensively understand" the terms of the accord, though European leaders tried to explain the process for withdrawing to him "in clear, simple sentences" during summit meetings last week, Jean-Claude Juncker said in Berlin. "It looks like that attempt failed," Juncker said. "This notion, 'I am Trump, I am American, America first and I am getting out,' that is not going to happen."

Some of Trump's aides have been searching for a middle ground - perhaps by renegotiating the terms of the agreement - in an effort to thread the needle between his base of supporters who oppose the deal and those warning that a U.S. exit would deal a blow to the fight against global warming as well as to worldwide U.S. leadership.

That fight has played out within Trump's administration.

Trump met Wednesday with Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, who has favored remaining in the agreement. Chief strategist Steve Bannon supports an exit, as does Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt.

Trump's chief economic adviser, Gary Cohn, has discussed the possibility of changing the U.S. carbon reduction targets instead of pulling out of the deal completely. Senior adviser Jared Kushner generally thinks the deal is bad but still would like to see if emissions targets can be changed.

Trump's influential daughter Ivanka Trump's preference is to stay, but she has made it a priority to establish a review process so her father would hear from all sides, said a senior administration official. Like the other officials, that person was not authorized to describe the private discussions by name and spoke only on condition of anonymity.

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said Wednesday in Alaska that he had "yet to read what the actual Paris Agreement is," and would have to read it before weighing in.

Scientists say Earth is likely to reach more dangerous levels of warming sooner if the U.S. retreats from its pledge because America contributes so much to rising temperatures. Calculations suggest withdrawal could result in emissions of up to 3 billion tons of additional carbon dioxide in the air a year - enough to melt ice sheets faster, raise seas higher and trigger more extreme weather.

---

Associated Press writers Catherine Lucy, Michael Biesecker and Seth Borenstein in Washington and Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed to this report.

© 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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Donald Trump and the Surrendering of U.S. Leadership | RealClearPolitics
Donald Trump has been the American president for just over four months. It is still impossible to predict what his presidency will mean. But it is already a transformative event: Mr Trump has revolutionised our ideas of what the US stands for. We live in the world the US made. Now it is unmaking it. We cannot ignore that grim reality.

Mr Trump’s domestic programme is in accord with the agenda of the Republican party. Its aim is to cut taxes on the rich by lowering spending on the poor.

The Congressional Budget Office’s analysis of the American Health Care Act, recently passed by the House of Representatives and the replacement of Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act, is startling. Over the 2017-26 period, the act would reduce tax revenues by $992bn, paid for by a $1.1tn reduction in expenditures on Medicaid and other subsidies. According to the CBO, the number of uninsured might have increased by 23m by 2026.

Proposals for tax reform and spending go in the same direction. Discretionary spending proposals for next year include a $52bn increase in defence spending, paid for by big cuts in other areas. These include a $13bn (16 per cent) cut to health and human services; $12bn (29 per cent) to the budgets of the state department and the international development agency; and $9bn (14 per cent) to education. The diplomatic capacity of the US would be devastated.

Hard power and lower taxes: these are the US priorities under Mr Trump. They are also traditionally Republican. Waging what amounts to an economic war on one’s supporters might seem perverse. But there is method in the madness. As the programmes poor whites depend upon are slashed, those who voted for Mr Trump will become more desperate. This will make politics even more polarised. That has been the all-too successful ploy of pluto-populism.

So what is new at home? The answer is Mr Trump’s personality. He is in a permanent war with reality and so with the media and his intelligence services. The press and the bureaucracy have both held up well. So has the legal system. But these are early days. The president is undisciplined and his administration chaotic. Under Mr Trump, a terrorist outrage might produce a lurch into authoritarianism.

Mr Trump’s impact on the very idea of the west is already significant. The western alliance is still the world’s biggest economic bloc and largest repository of scientific and business knowledge. But it is disintegrating. As Angela Merkel, chancellor of Germany, admitted, Europe can no longer rely on the US. It might have been unwise to say so, but she was surely right.

Mr Trump seems to prefer autocrats to today’s western Europeans. He is warm towards Turkey’s Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Rodrigo Duterte of the Philippines, not to mention Russia’s Vladimir Putin. He appears to care not at all about democracy or human rights. Neither does he seem committed to the mutual defence principles of Nato.

Mr Trump’s “alt- right” supporters see not a divide between the democracies and the despotisms; but rather between social progressives and globalists, whom they despise, and social traditionalists and nationalists, whom they support. For them, western Europeans are on the wrong side: they are enemies, not friends.

Deep down, Mr Trump might agree. He is surrounded by orthodox advisers, such as James Mattis, defence secretary. Yet the president’s heart seems not to be in it. The west may not be dead. But as a set of countries with shared interests and values, it is moribund.

Now consider the west and, above all, the US in the world. The rise of China has reduced its economic and political weight. A recent history of failed wars and financial crises has savaged its leaders’ credibility. The choice of Mr Trump, a man so signally lacking in the virtues, abilities, knowledge and experience to be expected of a president, has further damaged the attractions of the democratic system.

Now the west seems deeply divided internally too. Across the world, people question the future role of the US. Would it not be wiser, they wonder, to move closer to China?

Mr Trump would not appear to mind if this did happen. He voluntarily withdrew the US from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, aimed at being an alternative to Chinese leadership. Under him, the US seems to be abandoning the notion of soft power. Indeed, the proposed budget tells us that the administration sees the idea as largely empty: guns matter, diplomacy does not.

The soft power of democracy is not what it was. It has produced Mr Trump as leader of the world’s most important country. It is not an advertisement.

Yet much is at stake in the world. Three big challenges exist: prosperity, peace and protection of the commons.

On the first, Mr Trump’s administration is still tempted by the idea of restricting imports — or at least by bilateralism. So far its protectionist bark seems worse than its bite. Nevertheless, globalisation is stalled. Without US support it could well remain so.

On peace, the question remains whether Mr Trump’s instinct for conflict can be contained. The biggest challenge is the relationship with China. Mr Trump seems to thinks he can do business with Xi Jinping, China’s president. Maybe he likes the autocracy.

Perhaps the most depressing consequence of Mr Trump’s ascent to power emerged at the G7 meeting in Taormina, Sicily, at the weekend. The Paris climate change agreement of December 2015 was not an answer to the challenge, but it was at least a recognition that climate change is a real and pressing danger. Now may well be the last chance to head off the worst of it.

In agreement with many Republicans, Mr Trump refuses to recognise the threat. He finds it impossible to admit that strong and concerted government action might be required. So he rejects the very notion of environmental limits. An optimistic and self-confident US would embrace the challenge of overcoming such limits. Alas, Mr Trump does not speak for that US. If the US withdrew from the Paris accord, the rest of the world must consider sanctions.

It is possible to look at the first four months of this presidency as a story of successful containment. It is also possible to view Mr Trump as a normal Republican. Unfortunately, regular Republicans have damaging ideas and Mr Trump may not be contained. This still looks like the end of the US-led world order.

martin.wolf@ft.com. This article originally appeared in the Financial Times and is reprinted with permission.
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Trump Unleashes the 'Neo-Moderates'



WASHINGTON -- Most of the conservative Republicans opposed to President Trump are writers and policy specialists. Few are politicians -- or, perhaps more precisely, few of the conservative politicians who see Trump as a danger to the nation are prepared to say so in public.

So does this mean that the writerly anti-Trump right is ineffectual? Not at all. But we may be approaching a time when the gutlessness of the GOP's leadership moves these restive conservatives to abandon their traditional loyalties altogether. It would not be the first time that a group of thinkers opened the way for political realignment.

History, it's said, sometimes rhymes. The anti-Trump distemper on the right has some of the rhythms and sounds of an earlier intellectual rebellion in the mid-1960s involving an uneasy group of liberals. They remained staunch supporters of Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal but worried about what they saw as liberal excesses and the overreach of some Great Society policies.

Over time, this collection of magazine and university-based rebels -- among them Irving Kristol, Nathan Glazer, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Daniel Bell and Norman Podhoretz -- came to be known as "neoconservatives." They were not party bosses, but they sure knew how to write essays.

The history of this movement, well-told in books by Peter Steinfels, Justin Vaisse and Gary Dorrien, is winding and complicated. Some of the neocons never abandoned liberalism or the Democrats. This category includes Bell and Moynihan, who eventually served with distinction as a Democratic senator from New York. Glazer's views have always been hard to pigeonhole. Others (notably Kristol and Podhoretz) moved steadily toward old-fashioned conservatism. By the beginning of this century, neoconservatism came to be associated more with a muscular foreign policy than with its initial focus on domestic issues.

What cannot be doubted is that the neocons helped prepare the ground for Ronald Reagan's political revolution. Will the anti-Trumpers (a fair number of them philosophical descendants of neoconservatism) have a comparable impact?

Much depends on whether their critique of Trump carries into a broader critique of contemporary conservatism and the Republican Party. This is already starting to happen. My Washington Post colleagues Michael Gerson and Jennifer Rubin are representative. Gerson recently wrote: "The conservative mind, in some very visible cases, has become diseased," while conservative institutions "with the blessings of a president ... have abandoned the normal constraints of reason and compassion."

Rubin charged Republicans with practicing "intellectual nihilism" and proposed that "center-right Americans ... look elsewhere for a political home."

David Frum of The Atlantic, another eloquent anti-Trump dissident, wrote about the "broken guardrails" of American democracy back in 2016 and argued that the conservative guardrail had "snapped because so much of the ideology itself had long since ceased to be relevant to the lives of so many Republican primary voters. Instead of a political program, conservatism had become an individual identity."

Conservative talk radio host Charlie Sykes criticized his side for indulging conspiracy theories going back to the Bill Clinton years and for "empowering the worst and most reckless voices on the right." He did not pull his punch: "This was not mere naivete. It was also a moral failure, one that now lies at the heart of the conservative movement."

Evan McMullin, who ran as an independent conservative against Trump in 2016, explicitly raised the prospect of realignment in a tweet over the weekend: "In our Trumpian era, is there any longer a traditional right and left? Or are there only those who fight for liberty and those against it."

Another factor could push the anti-Trump conservatives out of their ideological home: attacks on them from one-time comrades. Writing recently on National Review's website, author and radio host Dennis Prager described the anti-Trump right as "a very refined group of people" who live in a "cultural milieu" in which "to support Trump is to render oneself contemptible at all elite dinner parties." Fighting words!

Like the intellectuals of a half-century ago who developed qualms about liberalism but insisted they were still in the liberal camp, conservatives standing against Trump today still see themselves as being true to their old loyalties.

But eventually, a large cadre of those liberal dissenters accepted that they were, in fact, neoconservatives. Something similar may be happening in the other direction as members of the anti-Trump right, battling against immoderation, irrationality and irresponsibility, become ever more distant from their old allies. Let's call them "neo-moderates." They, too, could emerge as a major force in our politics and make a difference in our history.

(c) 2017, Washington Post Writers Group
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Jared Kushner's Russian Escapade



Suppose that shortly after the 2008 election, Barack Obama's adviser Valerie Jarrett met with the Chinese ambassador and suggested using a secure link at his embassy to communicate with Beijing beyond the reach of U.S. intelligence agencies. Congressional Republicans and just about everyone else would have been shocked and aggrieved.

Why? It would have indicated she was putting more trust in an unfriendly regime than in her own government. It would have put her in debt to ruthless foreigners who might use her to advance their malignant interests. It would have raised grave questions about her (and Obama's) intentions. We might have heard chants of "Lock her up!"

That's the equivalent of what President Donald Trump's son-in-law and senior adviser, Jared Kushner, did with the Russians, according to The Washington Post. Yet Trump loyalists and allies have done their best to treat it as normal or commendable.

Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly said, "Any channel of communication, back or otherwise, with a country like Russia is a good thing." A back channel is a fine option, agreed national security adviser H.R. McMaster, because "what that allows you to do is communicate in a discreet manner." Former U.N. Ambassador John Bolton said it was "perfectly natural."

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., took a different tack, insisting the whole story is not believable. Well, he can believe it, because Kushner hasn't denied it. Neither has the White House, though it has defended his right to make such contacts.

The responses of Kelly and McMaster should come as good news to convicted spies Aldrich Ames and Robert Hanssen, who are serving life sentences for their back-channel communications with the Kremlin. Maybe Trump will pardon them to show he approves of covert dealings with the Russians.

The secrecy sought by Kushner fits a pattern of hiding his Russia contacts. When he filled out his security clearance form, he failed to disclose the meeting with the Russian ambassador, a December meeting with the head of a Russian state-owned bank and dozens of other contacts last year with foreign officials -- omissions that could expose him to a felony charge. His lawyer attributed them to an "administrative error."

One puzzle about his December meetings is what purpose he had. It's entirely possible that Kushner, a foreign policy novice, came up with the idea because he had no clue what he was doing, what dangers it held or why anyone would object. Conservative commentator and former federal prosecutor Andrew McCarthy said it could have been merely "galactically stupid."

That's the optimistic view. A worse possibility is that Kushner was trying to negotiate with the Russians to lift Obama's sanctions on a government that Trump likes. In that case, he was way out of line, because Trump had not taken office and had no business undercutting the sitting president of the United States.

"There's no way that it can be appropriate to say, 'I want to use a hostile government's communications system to avoid our government knowing anything about it,'" Eliot Cohen, who was a top aide to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, told the Post.

In 2008, President-elect Obama declined an invitation to meet with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in Washington. "We firmly believe there is only one president at a time," Obama's spokesman said. That didn't used to be a novel concept.

Given the lax ethics of the Trump circle, it's hardly inconceivable that Kushner, a real estate tycoon whose father-in-law is a real estate tycoon, had financial motives -- trying to reach a discreet deal that could enrich him or Trump, possibly in exchange for kinder treatment of Russia by the U.S. government.

And given Trump's distrust of American intelligence agencies, Kushner might have preferred to deal with the Kremlin free of their scrutiny. In that case, what was the rush? Why not wait until Trump took office and the agencies were under his control?

Kushner, of course, may not be the person responsible for this strange outreach. More likely, it was Trump who brought it on through his naivete, disdain for established norms, corrupt intentions or fondness for Vladimir Putin.

It's inexcusable regardless. "What manner of ignorance, chaos, hubris, suspicion, contempt would you have to have to think that doing this with the Russian ambassador was a good or an appropriate idea?" asked former CIA Director Michael Hayden.

It raises the perennial question about Trump: What's worse -- if he doesn't know what he's doing or if he does?

COPYRIGHT 2017 CREATORS.COM
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      Welcome to Florida's Political Feeding Frenzy


      
        Trump Fails To Move US Embassy to Jerusalem
        Javier Manjarres

        During his recent trip to Israel, Trump stated that he wanted to negotiate a peace deal between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, which now looks like the reason he has refrained from moving the embassy to Jerusalem
The post Trump Fails To Move US Embassy to Jerusalem appeared first on Shark Tank.

      

      
        Hillary Clinton Blames The World For Her Presidential Loss [VIDEO]
        Javier Manjarres

        Some individuals just don’t know when it is time for them to take responsibility for the actions or inactions, and own up to the failings and shortcomings. Former Senator and presidential nominee Hillary Clinton appeared at a Recode conference this week and did nothing less than throw the entire Democratic Party under the bus, blaming... Read More
The post Hillary Clinton Blames The World For Her Presidential Loss [VIDEO] appeared first on Shark Tank.

      

      
        Comedian Apologizes For Posting Bloody Severed Trump Head  (Video)
        Javier Manjarres

        Only after many, many Americans came together and swiftly denounced her ISIS-styled, severed head picture posting, did comedian Kathy Griffin offer an apology. The blood-covered face on the head was that of President Donald Trump. Interesting that no one, I mean no one within Griffin’s inner circle thought that posting this picture was inappropriate. Griffin... Read More
The post Comedian Apologizes For Posting Bloody Severed Trump Head  (Video) appeared first on Shark Tank.

      

      
        Rep. Francis Rooney “Heckled” By Anti-Bush Protestors
        Javier Manjarres

        But even thought kumbaya moments like the one Rep. Rooney had with angry constituents have occurred, the whole point of these disruptive exercise is try to embarrass President Trump.
The post Rep. Francis Rooney “Heckled” By Anti-Bush Protestors appeared first on Shark Tank.

      

      
        Noose Found At African-American Museum In DC
        Nicole Sanders

        In Washington, D.C. a noose was found at the National Museum of African-American History and Culture on Wednesday. This is the second incident in the past week of a noose being found on Smithsonian properties. The museum Founding Director Lonnie Bunch said in a statement on Twitter: Today’s incident is a painful reminder of the... Read More
The post Noose Found At African-American Museum In DC appeared first on Shark Tank.

      

      
        Jacksonville Residents Outraged Over Suspected Animal Abuse
        Nicole Sanders

        Jacksonville residents in Argyle Forest are outraged over a potential case of animal abuse in their neighborhood. Several neighbors stated two German Shepherd’s were left outside in a crate unattended for weeks. Jacksonville Animal Care and Protective Services were sent to the address prior after residents notified them of possible animal cruelty. The dogs could... Read More
The post Jacksonville Residents Outraged Over Suspected Animal Abuse appeared first on Shark Tank.

      

      
        Trump Suggests He Is Ready To Leave Climate Accord
        Nicole Sanders

        President Donald Trump has signaled he is ready to withdraw from the Paris climate agreement ahead of an expected announcement this week. He is still weighing on a final decision amid new pressure from foreign governments, business leaders and members of his party who remain committed to the agreement. During conversations with European leaders, western... Read More
The post Trump Suggests He Is Ready To Leave Climate Accord appeared first on Shark Tank.

      

      
        Rubio Tweets His Favorite JFK Quotes
        Javier Manjarres

        Some Americans seem to forget the true meaning of Memorial Day, opting far to quickly to indulge themselves in alcoholic beverages and BBQ food. Most of us acknowledge the sacrifices the men and women of our Armed Forces have made in defense of our American values and way of life. Senator Marco Rubio expressed his... Read More
The post Rubio Tweets His Favorite JFK Quotes appeared first on Shark Tank.

      

      
        Rick Scott Says US Needs To Cease Trade With a Country (Venezuela) That is Killing Peaceful Protesters.” (Video)
        Javier Manjarres

        Scott is now saying that U.S. policy should be to halt all trade with the Maduro regime.
The post Rick Scott Says US Needs To Cease Trade With a Country (Venezuela) That is Killing Peaceful Protesters.” (Video) appeared first on Shark Tank.
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Trump Fails To Move US Embassy to Jerusalem ~ Shark Tank




 One of President Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign promises was to move the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, but the White House is now saying that the president’s decision to sign a waiver backing off his promise was only temporary.

During his recent trip to Israel, Trump stated that he wanted to negotiate a peace deal between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, which now looks like the reason he has refrained from moving the embassy to Jerusalem

 “No one should consider this step to be in any way a retreat from the President’s strong support for …“President Trump made this decision to maximize the chances of successfully negotiating a deal between Israel and the Palestinians, fulfilling his solemn obligation to defend America’s national security interests. But, as he has repeatedly stated his intention to move the embassy, the question is not if that move happens, but only when.”-The White House


Republican legislators like Florida Congressman Ron DeSantis, who have asked Trump to move the embassy to Jerusalem upon taking office, took issue with the presidents’ ‘failure’ to follow through with his campaign promise.


It is long past time that we locate our embassy in #Jerusalem and it is deeply disappointing that the President has decided not to do so.

— Ron DeSantis (@RepDeSantis) June 1, 2017




“50 years ago, the liberation of Jerusalem during the Six Day War reunited the Jewish people with their historic capital city.  Israel’s stewardship of Jerusalem has been tremendous and has included guaranteeing religious freedom for Christians and Muslims as well as Jews — something that was nonexistent during the city’s Arab occupation.  Yet, Israel is the only nation in the world where an American embassy is not located in its chosen capital city.  It is long past time that we rectify this error and locate our embassy.”-Rep.Ron DeSantis
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Hillary Clinton Blames The World For Her Presidential Loss [VIDEO] ~ Shark Tank




 Some individuals just don’t know when it is time for them to take responsibility for the actions or inactions, and own up to the failings and shortcomings.

Former Senator and presidential nominee Hillary Clinton appeared at a Recode conference this week and did nothing less than throw the entire Democratic Party under the bus, blaming her political party for her failed presidential campaign.

Putin, Trump campaign-Russian government collusion, the media , George W.Bush, Rupaul, the Smurfs, and now the Democratic Party, have all been named as participants in Clinton’s ongoing election night loss blame-game.

President Donald Trump couldn’t help but chime in on Twitter:


Crooked Hillary Clinton now blames everybody but herself, refuses to say she was a terrible candidate. Hits Facebook & even Dems & DNC.

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) June 1, 2017










This article was downloaded by calibre from http://shark-tank.com/2017/06/01/hillary-clinton-blames-the-world-for-her-presidential-loss-video/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Comedian Apologizes For Posting Bloody Severed Trump Head (Video) ~ Shark Tank




 Only after many, many Americans came together and swiftly denounced her ISIS-styled, severed head picture posting, did comedian Kathy Griffin offer an apology.

The blood-covered face on the head was that of President Donald Trump.

Interesting that no one, I mean no one within Griffin’s inner circle thought that posting this picture was inappropriate.

Griffin and others like to make fun of Trump’s signature hairdo, but take a load of her hair style in the apology video she released on social media.

This is shameful behavior. Can you imagine in this was done to President Obama?


I am sorry. I went too far. I was wrong. pic.twitter.com/LBKvqf9xFB

— Kathy Griffin (@kathygriffin) May 30, 2017
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Rep. Francis Rooney "Heckled" By Anti-Bush Protestors ~ Shark Tank




 The hits just keep coming from individuals (mostly Democrats) who feel cheated after Hillary Clinton lost her 2016 presidential bid to now-President Donald Trump.

Democrats and liberal-leaning groups backed by the likes of George Soros and others, have been staging loud and disruptive protests within the usually friendly confines of Republican congressional town hall meetings.

Since Trump was elected, Republican members of the US Congress who have held town hall events in their respective congressional districts,have been met with stiff, sometimes vulgar and disrespectful opposition from protestors.

The latest in the long string of these town hall meeting took place at a Rep. Francis Rooney event in Collier County, Florida, where the booing and jeering was front-and-center.

According to the Naples Daily News, the decade-long Democratic talking point the it is “Bush’s fault” for anything that goes wrong in the world, was on display at Rooney’s town hall.

Many in the crowd of about 500 heckled, “Because of Bush’s war.”-NDN


Usually protestors and the elected official disagree on just about every issue, but Rooney, who is one of the strongest advocates for Everglades restoration, reassured attendees that he would seek federal funding to help efforts to keep the Everglades National Park clean and vibrant.

“Thank you for bringing that up. That’s exactly why I’m focused on getting the federal funds to make sure Everglades National Park continues to flourish.” –Rep. Francis Rooney


But even thought kumbaya moments like the one Rep. Rooney had with angry constituents have occurred, the whole point of these disruptive exercise is try to embarrass President Trump.

Rooney’s event was all about casting blame on Trump, just like Democrats have done with President George W. Bush.

Trump is the new “W” to  Democrats.

Expect to hear more “it’s Trump’s fault” from Democrats in the near future.
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Noose Found At African-American Museum In DC ~ Shark Tank




 In Washington, D.C. a noose was found at the National Museum of African-American History and Culture on Wednesday. This is the second incident in the past week of a noose being found on Smithsonian properties.

The museum Founding Director Lonnie Bunch said in a statement on Twitter:

Today’s incident is a painful reminder of the challenges that African-Americans continue to face. This is a horrible act, but it is a stark reminder of why our work is so important.


The US Park Police said they are investigating “a case of that nature” but did not wish to comment more.

As for the museum, it was opened in 2016 by President Barack Obama and on Friday night, another noose was found hanging from a tree on the property.
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Jacksonville Residents Outraged Over Suspected Animal Abuse ~ Shark Tank




 Jacksonville residents in Argyle Forest are outraged over a potential case of animal abuse in their neighborhood.

Several neighbors stated two German Shepherd’s were left outside in a crate unattended for weeks. Jacksonville Animal Care and Protective Services were sent to the address prior after residents notified them of possible animal cruelty. The dogs could be heard crying off an on during the day and trying to get out of the cages which they were left in outside unattended for long periods of time.

Over the weekend one of the crates was put on the side of the road in the garbage and one of the dogs was found in a neighbors yard barely alive due to heat exhaustion and with wounds all over its body.

Jacksonville Animal Care and Protective Services was notified again and they were seen at the Boysenberry Lane residence early Wednesday morning.

Earlier this year we reported Florida lawmakers were trying to pass stricter animal abuse laws which would increase the severity of the crime, the fine and create an online registry for animal abusers. That bill died in the Justice Appropriations Subcommittee on May 5, 2017.

* This is a developing story
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Trump Suggests He Is Ready To Leave Climate Accord ~ Shark Tank




 President Donald Trump has signaled he is ready to withdraw from the Paris climate agreement ahead of an expected announcement this week. He is still weighing on a final decision amid new pressure from foreign governments, business leaders and members of his party who remain committed to the agreement.

During conversations with European leaders, western diplomats and aides during his first international trip, Trump had indicated he wanted to honor his campaign commitments to withdraw from the agreement or to make significant changes to the U.S. carbon reduction goals.

The White House declined to say when Trump planned to make his intentions known but officials familiar with the decision said it could come as early as Wednesday.
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Rubio Tweets His Favorite JFK Quotes ~ Shark Tank




 Some Americans seem to forget the true meaning of Memorial Day, opting far to quickly to indulge themselves in alcoholic beverages and BBQ food.

Most of us acknowledge the sacrifices the men and women of our Armed Forces have made in defense of our American values and way of life.

Senator Marco Rubio expressed his feelings of Memorial Day by tweeting his favorite President John F. Kennedy quotes from a speech the late president never made. The quotes most likely reflect the ongoing struggles of the Venezuelan people.

Here are Rubio’s tweets:


"Every word of God is unalloyed, a shield to those who take refuge in him." Proverbs 30:5

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) May 30, 2017





"But today other voices are heard in the land-voices preaching doctrines wholly unrelated to reality." @JFKsaid @JFKLibrary #JFK100

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) May 29, 2017





"perceiving gloom on every side & seeking influence without responsibility.Those voices are inevitable." @JFKsaid @JFKLibrary #JFK100

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) May 29, 2017





"There will always be dissident voices heard in the land,expressing opposition without alternatives finding fault but never favor" @JFKsaid

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) May 29, 2017





"with their seemingly swift & simple solutions to every world problem" 3/3 @JFKsaid @JFKLibrary #JFK100

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) May 29, 2017





"those who confuse rhetoric with reality&the plausible with the possible will gain popular ascendancy" 2/3 @JFKsaid @JFKLibrary #JFK100

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) May 29, 2017





"America's leadership must be guided by the lights of learning & reason.." cont 1/2 @JFKsaid @JFKLibrary #JFK100

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) May 29, 2017





"Ignorance & misinformation can…if allowed to prevail in foreign policy, handicap this country's security." @JFKsaid @JFKLibrary #JFK100

— Marco Rubio (@marcorubio) May 29, 2017
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Rick Scott Says US Needs To Cease Trade With a Country (Venezuela) That is Killing Peaceful Protesters.” (Video) ~ Shark Tank




 With the increasing likelihood that President Donald Trump will roll back President Obama’s controversial new Cuba Policy and adopt the same hawkish anti-Castro position that has stood for over five decades, Florida Governor Rick Scott continues to stand firm with the president’s foreign policy as it pertains to Cuba and Venezuela.

During an exclusive sit-down interview with The Shark Tank in Hollywood, Florida, we asked Gov Scott about the ongoing situation in Venezuela, an issue that he and Senator Marco Rubio has taken the lead on in the state of Florida.

Scott, who believes that Venezuela is being run by “Maduro and a bunch of thugs from Cuba,” reiterated that during a recent pro-Venezuela rally with Senator Rubio, he called on President Nicholas Maduro to release all political prisoners.

Scott is now saying that U.S. policy should be to halt all trade with the Maduro regime.

“We clearly have to stop doing business with a country that is killing peaceful protesters.”-Gov. Rick Scott


Watch the interview below
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Broxson to speak at Greater Navarre Chamber breakfast

Posted on June 1, 2017   by 
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Florida Senator Doug Broxson will be guest speaker at the Greater Navarre Area Chamber of Commerce’s June 9 monthly breakfast.

Broxson plans to speak about local issues related to the 2017 legislative session, such as Triumph Gulf Coast funding and the Garcon Point Bridge.

During this year’s session a bill was passed, allowing an estimated $1.2 billion in future payments resulting from the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill to bypass the state appropriations process and instead go directly to Triumph Gulf Coast, the nonprofit created to oversee 75 percent of funds recovered for economic damages to the state.

This year the first $400 million spill-related payment was allocated to the state’s “general fund” and only $300 million moved on to Triumph, which will distribute monies to the eight counties which were disproportionally affected by the spill: Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Gulf, Franklin and Wakulla.

Additionally, the chamber announced a new program for members aimed to increase business and organization exposure during its monthly membership breakfasts.

“Starting with our June 9th breakfast, members can purchase a table sponsorship for $30 and will receive thirty seconds during the program to share their ‘elevator pitch’ with attendees,” said CEO Tony Alexander. “In addition to the time allotted for speaking, ‘Thirty for $30’ sponsors will be allowed to place brochures, flyers etc. and branded items on the table sponsored,” he said.

According to Alexander there are a limited number of “Thirty for $30” sponsorships available each month. To sign up or get more details, email sponsorships@greaternavarrechamber.com or call (850) 463-8954.

The June 9 breakfast starts at 7:30 a.m. Senator Broxson’s presentation will begin at 8 a.m. Cost of the breakfast is $10 for members and $15 for others. The event also features door prizes and will take place at the Navarre Conference Center, located at 8700 Navarre Parkway. Register to attend via rsvp@greaternavarrechamber.
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Navarre man killed in crash

Posted on June 1, 2017   by From Staff Reports
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A Navarre man perished in a Memorial Day weekend crash near Hurlburt Field.

According to the Florida Highway Patrol press release, 44-year-old Paul Alex Nagy was traveling west along U.S. Highway 98 at 5:15 a.m. Sunday, about a quarter mile west of Cody Avenue, when his 2003 Pontiac van traveled into the north shoulder of Hwy. 98.

Once Nagy’s van ran off of the roadway, the Navarre man lost control of the vehicle and struck a fence. No one else on the roadway was hit during the incident according to the FHP report. The driver was later transported to Fort Walton Beach Medical Center where he passed away from his injuries.
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City wants roads repaved in Gulf Breeze Proper

Posted on June 1, 2017   by Mat Pellegrino
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On Wednesday, the Gulf Breeze City Council discussed moving forward with awarding a nearly $700,000 paving project to Roads, Inc. of Northwest Florida, who will in turn pave/improve 7 streets within the city limits.

The city advertised the project back on March 30, which includes curbing and improved turning radius alongside Fairpoint Drive and road rehabilitation along Dracena Way.

According to a memo sent from Interim City Manager Samantha Abell, the city received 4 bid proposals after advertising the projects, and Roads, Inc. of NWFL came in with the lowest bid of $671,719.

Funding for the 7 different paving projects will come out of both CRA funds and the city’s general fund.

A little over $615,000 will be pulled from the city’s General Fund to cover the cost of the paving/rehab projects on Gilmore Drive, San Carlos Avenue, Hampton Street, Dracena Way and Silverthorn Road.

CRA funds are expected to cover almost $50,000 worth of work on Kevin Drive and Stearns Street.

City staff recommended the entire project be authorized for completion and analyzed eliminating certain streets in order to bring the total of the paving projects under budget.

Staff considered eliminating Dracena Way and Silvertorn Road from the set of paving projects, but those sections of roadway were supposed to have been repaved back in 2014. Due to the record April 2014 flood, those projects were pushed back. Stormwater construction along those roads also pushed the paving projects back up until now.

Streets to be repaved/rehabbed

– Kevin Drive, $29, 129, CRA

– Stearns Street, $27,103, CRA

– Gilmore Drive, $175,274, Gen. Funds

– San Carlos Avenue, $145,753, Gen. Funds

– Hampton Street, $70,276, Gen. Funds

– Dracena Way, $160,923, Gen. Funds

– Silverthorn Road, $63,258, Gen. Funds
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GB could move utilities on 98 underground

Posted on June 1, 2017   by Mat Pellegrino
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The City of Gulf Breeze could be moving towards moving current utilities underground along U.S. Highway 98.

The discussion was brought up at their May 31 Executive Committee meeting where they are looking to direct a market-facing firm to perform a feasibility study in line with one of their CRA projects.

The city wants Dewberry, a firm that has an office out of Pensacola, to conduct that feasibility study, which will help determine whether it’s “feasible” to move utilities underground along the busy roadway.

According to a memo from Interim City Manager Samantha Abell to Director of Community Services, Shane Carmichael, Dewberry has extensive experience throughout the state where they have been involved with a number of transportation projects involving utility relocation and coordination.

City staff have already reviewed the firm’s potential and determined that the firm is qualified to perform professional services working alongside the Florida Department of Transportation.

The city moved forward with sending Dewberry a task order for the feasibility study at their Wednesday meeting.
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NBFD paying respects to fallen firefighter

Posted on June 1, 2017   by Mat Pellegrino





[image: ]


Many faces have come and gone at Navarre Beach Fire Department, but for the few that had the pleasure of meeting him, William “Allen” Acree had a one of a kind personality.

“He cared a lot about other people and always cared about how other people felt,” said NBFD firefighter Kenny Taylor who had the pleasure of working alongside Acree for two years. “He worked on my shift.”

The fellow firefighter tragically passed away in a motorcycle accident on May 19, 2013 in Tiger Point.

Every year since his passing, firefighters at the local agency have pulled together to host an event to remember the fallen brother.

“It’s usually the union that provides for it. We usually have some kind of cookout every year. One year it was fish, another year it was barbecue,” Taylor said. “It’s something different every year.”

This year, the department is hosting a crawfish boil at the fire department on Saturday, June 10 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The event will allow firefighters to pay their respects to Acree, who died when he was only 30 years old.

Taylor said the crawfish boil is open to the public.

The Jacksonville native had just celebrated his third anniversary with the department when he passed away. Prior to working for the NBFD, he worked for the Midway Fire Department.

“We have his family come down as well and the union usually puts (them) up in a hotel,” Taylor said.
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Man charged with stalking

Posted on June 1, 2017   by Mat Pellegrino
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A Gulf Breeze man was arrested last Friday and charged with Aggravated Stalking after his wife, who has an active domestic violence junction against him, stated he was sneaking into their home and stalking her at her work.

The suspect, 37-year-old Terrel Hayes, who has been arrested five times in Santa Rosa County since April, was additionally charged with two counts of Contempt of Court.

According to the Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s Office arrest report, Hayes’ wife called law enforcement after she alleged Hayes violated stipulations outlined in his injunction. The injunction stated that Hayes cannot make contact with his wife in any way and cannot come within 500 feet of the victim.

The victim claimed Hayes was arrested earlier last week and began calling her from the Santa Rosa County Jail where he threatened to “come after her” when he got out of jail. She also claimed Hayes saw her with another man and threatened to fight the man.

The victim stated Hayes would often cover his GPS monitoring device, which tracked his location, with foil. Then he would drive by the victim’s work and also broke a hole in the back of the victim’s fence and gained access to the home.

Hayes remains behind bars as of press time without bond.
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Man caught stealing from Tiger Point Walmart

Posted on June 1, 2017   by Mat Pellegrino
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A Navarre man was handed his fourth Larceny arrest of the year after he was caught stealing from the Tiger Point Walmart last Thursday.

The suspect, Tracy Morrow, 35, of Lost Bottoms Lane, was arrested by deputies on scene at the retail store and was charged with 4 counts of Larceny and one count of Resisting an Officer. The arrest marks the eighth theft charge for Morrow in Santa Rosa County since March.

According to the Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s Office arrest report, at around noon last Thursday, local deputies were dispatched to the Tiger Point Walmart in regards to a theft complaint.

Deputies observed Morrow on video surveillance pushing a shopping cart full of merchandise past the points of sale and exiting the store.

Once outside, the responding deputy asked Morrow to stop at which time the suspect ran in the opposite direction. A Walmart employee was able to grab Morrow, but the suspect was able to escape the grasp of the employee and continued to run.

As Morrow ran across the parking lot, another SRSO deputy utilized his patrol car to try to stop Morrow by turning on his emergency lights, the report indicated.

The suspect eventually made his way behind the neighboring Lowes where he was apprehended by deputies.

Based on the amount of merchandise that was stolen, Morrow was hit with a Grand Theft Charge (Larceny).

Morrow remains behind bars as of press time without bond.
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Gulf Breeze Police Report: May 23 – 29, 2017

Posted on June 1, 2017   by From Staff Reports
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Tuesday, May 23

While patrolling around Sailwind Condominiums in Gulf Breeze Proper at 2:48 a.m., a Gulf Breeze Police officer observed a dark colored vehicle in a far corner of the condo’s parking lot. Upon walking up to the vehicle, the officer made contact with the occupants and smelled an odor of marijuana. The driver, Harper Norris, 19, of Gulf Breeze, was issued a Notice to Appear for Possession of Marijuana (Under 20 Grams) by the officer.

A traffic stop for no tail lights led to the arrest of the vehicle’s passenger, an Orlando resident, for Possession of Marijuana (Under 20 Grams). The passenger, Dylan Chapman, was arrested without incident at 11:09 p.m.

Wednesday, May 24

A domestic disturbance at the Chick-Fil-A quickly turned into a stick situation for GBPD officers. When they arrived on scene at the domestic disturbance at 1:23 p.m., they located the suspect in the fast food restaurant. The suspect, Jason Sexton, 42, of Louisiana was transported by officers to Gulf Breeze Hospital after he complained of having difficulty breathing. While in the hospital, officers were able to determine the individual had an outstanding warrant. As officers went back to arrest the suspect, they noticed he had fled from the hospital. A perimeter was later set up and Sexton surrendered to authorities.

A Colorado woman was arrested for Disorderly Intoxication at the Quality Inn after she was warned several times to settle down at 5:53 p.m. The suspect, Christel Settle, 25, was later apprehended and charged with the misdemeanor.

Friday, May 26

There was a reported misuse of the 911 system and for that individual making a false report to police officers. That individual now has a warrant out for their arrest.

Saturday, May 27

Police noticed a vehicle parked on the edge of the road in front of Sailwind Condos with its lights on at around 11:48 p.m. As they approached the vehicle officers noticed the driver of the vehicle, Margo Partain, 52, passed out behind the wheel. The Gulf Breeze woman’s foot was on the brake, but the vehicle itself was in park. She was later arrested for DUI.

Sunday, May 28

A Pensacola man was arrested for DUI after he almost hit an officer with his vehicle as the officer was working another traffic stop. As the officer was working the traffic stop, he observed an oncoming vehicle drifting towards his vehicle. The vehicle almost struck the officer and the patrol car. The officer later made contact with the driver of that vehicle, Richard Clymer, 36, of Pensacola, and arrested him for DUI.

Monday, May 29

A traffic stop for speeding in the Gulf Islands National Seashore ultimately led to the arrest of a Palm Beach, Fla. man for DUI at 1:24 a.m. The driver, Spencer Parry, 26, was arrested without incident.

Also on Monday, a traffic stop for speeding on the Pensacola Bay Bridge led to the arrest of a Pensacola man for DUI at 2:44 a.m. The driver, Addison Olsen, 21, was later booked into Santa Rosa County Jail.

This past week, Gulf Breeze Police conducted a total of 221 traffic stops. Of those stops, 113 resulted in citations, while the other 108 resulted in warnings. 

This past week, there was one wreck reported with injury and 16 total wrecks reported without injury in the city limits and on the Pensacola Bay Bridge. There was also two reported hit and runs.
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Local brokerage featured in HGTV’s ‘Beach Hunters’ episode

Posted on June 1, 2017   by Staff reports
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HGTV teamed up Levin Rinke Realty, the #1 independent real estate company in Pensacola, Gulf Breeze, and Pensacola Beach, to bring you the story of a newlywed couple finding the perfect waterfront dream home.

In this ‘Beach Hunters’ episode the hopeful couple has fallen in love with our small town and seeks a stunning house to fit their needs with the help of a knowledgeable realtor from a highly reputed firm.

Enter Lisa Renfroe, a realtor with Levin Rinke Realty with more than 15 years in the real estate industry. The couple knew they were in good hands with Lisa as their realtor.

[image: ]

Realtor Lisa Renfroe, Levin Rinke Realty

“I was excited to be given this tremendous opportunity to share with the rest of the world what Pensacola Beach and our surrounding areas are actually like. Without seeing it first hand, it’s difficult to get a full understanding of how beautiful our town really is.” said Renfroe. “Everyone on the crew was so encouraging and positive and led us through the whole filming process. They did their best to ease our nerves and hide their laughs through all the flubs we made.”

According to Renfroe, the show filmed for three long days, showing homes from East Pensacola to the east side of Gulf Breeze.

[image: ]

The filming crew even took a break to visit Pensacola Beach Fishing Pier.

The couple, Hilary and Craig Davis, knew that they wanted a space for entertaining, “They were focused on purchasing a waterfront home and were open to view homes located in any area. The biggest challenge was the low inventory” said Renfroe.

Lisa knew of many charming and unique shoreline homes in this area to showcase. “I like to take my clients on a personalized tour and highlight neighborhoods and local secrets they may not have found on their own or online. I feel it’s important for newcomers to get a full view of what our local area has to offer, so they can decide on the community that fits their lifestyle. The locals refer to Pensacola Beach as Florida’s best kept secret, and we all know secrets are hard to keep!”

You can watch the upcoming episode of Beach Hunters Sunday June 4th at 9 PM on HGTV.
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TC’s Front Porch owner eyeing Navarre Beach restaurant, Pier

Posted on June 1, 2017   by Mat Pellegrino
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With the county threatening to take legal action against Navarre Beach building leaseholder Sylvia Martin, who leases what was once Rocco’s Italian Restaurant, a local business owner has stepped up to help the leaseholder by verbally agreeing to move into the building on the beach that has sat vacant since 2015.

Bob Benaquis, owner of TC’s Front Porch, which sits at the foot of the Navarre Beach Bridge, has his sights set on moving into the old Rocco’s Italian Restaurant, which sits just north of the Navarre Beach Pier and is one of only a handful of restaurants on Navarre Beach. And the local business owner said he has more planned for the future.

“We have a verbal agreement right now. I’m just waiting to sign paperwork at this point,” Benaquis said.

Last week, Santa Rosa County Commissioners voted to formally notify Martin that she was in violation of her lease agreement with the county to operate a restaurant at the site. The lease with the county indicates that the property is required to operate as a restaurant annually on weekends from April 15 until May 15, then daily from May 15 until Labor Day. Martin has been in violation of her lease, which she signed back in 1995, after Rocco’s Italian Restaurant shut its doors at the end of 2015.

Benaquis said he wants to sub-lease the 7,500 sq. ft. building from Martin in order to once again have a restaurant at the site.

“There’s a lot of dysfunction in there,” Benaquis said about the bones of the restaurant noting that he’s still waiting to make sure certain components inside still work before signing paperwork. “We are waiting on what condition the refrigeration unit is in, air conditioning, all that stuff.”

The county recently spent nearly $750,000 re-branding Navarre Beach, and commissioner Sam Parker told commissioners last week that the vacant building was an eyesore considering all they have done to pull visitors to the beach through the new marketing campaign.

Benaquis has already spoken to Commissioner Bob Cole about his intentions to sub-lease the building.

Benaquis said he is not planning to close the doors on the original TC’s Front Porch, which just celebrated its 10th anniversary. Instead, the owner said he wants to open a new venue, with a different menu. For now, Benaquis wouldn’t specify what the menu would entail, but gave South Santa Rosa News some hints.

“Snow Crab legs perhaps,” he teased. “It will be different.”

Benaquis said he also has plans to put a bid on the Navarre Beach Pier once the contract comes up for renewal at the end of July.

“This could be a spectacular thing for the community. We are thinking about putting a bid on the (Navarre Beach) Pier here at the end of July. We’re hoping to merge both of those properties and make it a spectacular complex,” Benaquis said. “If it doesn’t happen, it’s going to be a loss to the people here. We have a great game plan, and this area will be remarkably impressed with what I have in mind. I think we will have a great start to a great area of the beach.”

Benaquis said he doesn’t have a name picked out for the new restaurant, but said he was hoping to have his doors open within a few months.
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        Tate Showband Director Mike Philley Accepts New Job In Santa Rosa County
        William

        Tate High School Showband of the South Director Mike Philley has announced that he is stepping down from the Tate band.
Philley has accepted a position as the new band director at Avalon Middle School in Santa Rosa County, a position that he said will provide him more time with his family and to work on [...]

      

      
        More Rain Likely
        William

        Here is your official North Escambia area forecast:
Friday: Showers and thunderstorms likely, mainly after 1pm.   Mostly cloudy, with a high near 83. Southeast wind around 5 mph.  Chance  of precipitation is 60%. New rainfall amounts between a tenth and  quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thunderstorms.
Friday Night: [...]

      

      
        Century Chamber Questions Future Of Economic Development Director
        William

        The board of directors of the Century Area Chamber of Commerce voted Thursday to seek a county attorney opinion concerning the employment status of  their economic development coordinator.
Chamber President Freddie McCall told the board that Janet Etheridge is repeatedly missing work without notifying him, is not attending board meetings to provide status reports on a [...]

      

      
        Vandals Strike Cantonment Sportsplex For A Third Time
        William

        For the third time in less than two weeks, vandals have once again struck at the Cantonment Sportsplex.
Thursday, ballpark officials reported that a sprinkler system was vandalized.
Previously damage was reported to lights and bathroom fixtures on May 30 and bathrooms were vandalized the previous week with fixtures broken and paper towels used to cause overflows.
Anyone [...]

      

      
        Hurricane Supplies Are Tax Free This Weekend In Florida
        William

        A three-day sales tax holiday on storm supplies is underway in Florida.
Through 11:59 p.m. Sunday, Florida will not charge sales tax on certain emergency preparedness supplies. Items ranging from reusable ice packs to portable generators up to $750 are covered by the &#8220;2017 disaster preparedness sales tax holiday.&#8221;
&#8220;I was proud to sign a tax cut [...]

      

      
        Valedictorian Reflects On High School And Value Of Community
        William

        Alyssa Borelli of Molino started last Saturday morning anxious for graduation, but a little sad that four years filled with lots of hard work and many laughs was coming to an end.
“I’m excited,” Alyssa quickly stated when asked the first thing that comes to mind when told she is Northview High School’s 2017 Valedictorian. “My [...]

      

      
        Enterprise Florida In ‘Wait And See’ Mode On Cuts
        William

        Florida&#8217;s business-recruitment agency is bracing to operate with less  money from the state but has not outlined changes that might need to be  made.
Nor are Enterprise Florida officials publicly expressing  hope that negotiations between Gov. Rick Scott and House Speaker Richard  Corcoran, R-Land O&#8217; Lakes, will bolster the money available for [...]

      

      
        Northview Presents Grade 9-11 Awards
        William

        Northview High School presented end of the year awards to students in grades 9-11 as follows:
11th Grade Reading Highest Academic Average &#8212; Rhayeshawann Davidson
11th Grade Reading Exemplary Student &#8212; Anna Belle Barberree
Advanced Guitar Highest Academic Average &#8212; Jude Parham
Advanced Guitar Exemplary Student &#8212; Tyler Wilson
Agriscience Foundations Exemplary Student &#8212; Raeleigh Woodfin
Agriscience Technology Highest Academic Average [...]

      

      
        Ascend Names Technology Center After Retired CEO
        William

        The technology building at Ascend Performance Materials in Cantonment was renamed the &#8220;Frederic M. Poses Technology Center&#8221; during a ceremony Thursday in honor of Fred Poses, the company&#8217;s first CEO. The ceremony included remarks from Phil McDivitt, Ascend&#8217;s current CEO, and Escambia County Commissioner Stephen Barry.
Thursday&#8217;s events also coincided with Ascend&#8217;s eight year anniversary in [...]

      

      
        Wahoos Devour Jumbo Shrimp 5-2
        William

        Pensacola Blue Wahoos right-hander Luis Castillo’s second win of the season against his former team came nine starts, and 49 days since his first one in his second start of the season on April 13.
Castillo, the Miami Marlins Pitcher of the Year last season for Jacksonville, led the Blue Wahoos as he tied his career-high [...]
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Tate Showband Director Mike Philley Accepts New Job In Santa Rosa County
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Tate High School Showband of the South Director Mike Philley has announced that he is stepping down from the Tate band.

Philley has accepted a position as the new band director at Avalon Middle School in Santa Rosa County, a position that he said will provide him more time with his family and to work on his Master’s degree.

“I’ve spent the past nine years in a wonderful program at Tate High School,” Philley wrote in a public social media post. “I will certainly miss the families and friends that I’ve encountered during that time.  You’re a part of who I am and always will be.”

The Tate Showband earned numerous accolades under Philley’s leadership, including straight superior ratings from the Florida Bandmasters. Last December, the Showband performed in Hawaii on the 75th anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

The Tate Showband has had just four directors since 1956.

Pictured top: Students and parents react in October 2015 as Tate High  School Showband of the South Director Mike Philley announced an  upcoming performance in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. (Courtesy image.) Pictured  below: The Tate Wind Ensemble performs during December 2014 during the Pearl  Harbor ceremony aboard Naval Air Station Pensacola. NorthEscambia.com  file photo, click to enlarge.
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More Rain Likely
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Here is your official North Escambia area forecast:

Friday: Showers and thunderstorms likely, mainly after 1pm.   Mostly cloudy, with a high near 83. Southeast wind around 5 mph.  Chance  of precipitation is 60%. New rainfall amounts between a tenth and  quarter of an inch, except higher amounts possible in thunderstorms.

Friday Night: A 40 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms.  Mostly cloudy, with a low around 69. Southeast wind around 5 mph.

Saturday: Showers and thunderstorms likely.  Cloudy, with a high  near 82. East wind around 5 mph becoming south in the afternoon.  Chance  of precipitation is 70%.

Saturday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms.  Mostly cloudy, with a low around 69. South wind around 5 mph becoming calm.

Sunday: Showers and thunderstorms likely.  Mostly cloudy, with a  high near 84. Calm wind becoming southwest around 5 mph in the morning.   Chance of precipitation is 60%.

Sunday Night: A 30 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms.  Mostly cloudy, with a low around 70. Southwest wind around 5 mph.

Monday: Showers and thunderstorms likely.  Mostly cloudy, with a  high near 85. Southwest wind around 5 mph.  Chance of precipitation is  70%.

Monday Night: A 40 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms.  Mostly cloudy, with a low around 70. Southwest wind around 5 mph.

Tuesday: A 40 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms.  Partly sunny, with a high near 87.

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms.  Mostly cloudy, with a low around 67.

Wednesday: A 20 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms.  Mostly sunny, with a high near 82.

Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 63.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 79.
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Century Chamber Questions Future Of Economic Development Director

The board of directors of the Century Area Chamber of Commerce voted Thursday to seek a county attorney opinion concerning the employment status of  their economic development coordinator.

[image: ]Chamber President Freddie McCall told the board that Janet Etheridge is repeatedly missing work without notifying him, is not attending board meetings to provide status reports on a regular basis, has not submitted required paperwork to the county and is generally not performing her expected duties.  Etheridge was not present at Thursday’s meeting, and McCall said she did not provide any reason in advance.

Etheridge’s position is funded by a yearly grant to the chamber by the Escambia County Commission. For that reason, McCall will, at the board’s direction, ask the Escambia County attorney’s office to review her employment contract to determine what options are available to the chamber board.

The chamber board expects to call a special meeting on Etheridge once they receive the attorney opinion.

Pictured: Century Chamber of Commerce Economic Development Coordinator Janet Etheridge at a 2016 meeting. NorthEscambia.com file photo, click to enlarge.
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Vandals Strike Cantonment Sportsplex For A Third Time

[image: ]

For the third time in less than two weeks, vandals have once again struck at the Cantonment Sportsplex.

Thursday, ballpark officials reported that a sprinkler system was vandalized.

Previously damage was reported to lights and bathroom fixtures on May 30 and bathrooms were vandalized the previous week with fixtures broken and paper towels used to cause overflows.

Anyone with information on any of the incidents is asked to call the Escambia   County Sheriff’s Office at (850) 436-9620 or Crime Stoppers at (850)   433-STOP.

NorthEscambia.com photos by Kristi Barbour, click to enlarge.
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Hurricane Supplies Are Tax Free This Weekend In Florida

A three-day sales tax holiday on storm supplies is underway in Florida.

Through 11:59 p.m. Sunday, Florida will not charge sales tax on certain emergency preparedness supplies. Items ranging from reusable ice packs to portable generators up to $750 are covered by the “2017 disaster preparedness sales tax holiday.”

“I was proud to sign a tax cut package that includes a disaster  preparedness sales tax holiday so families and businesses have  additional opportunities to get the supplies they need to be prepared.  With the 2017 hurricane season beginning today, I encourage all  Floridians to take advantage of this weekend’s disaster preparedness  sales tax holiday and ensure your family is safe, “Gov. Rick Scott said.

Items tax exempt during the sales tax holiday in Florida are outlined in the poster below, click to enlarge.

[image: ]









This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.northescambia.com/2017/06/hurricane-supplies-are-tax-free-this-weekend-in-florida



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next







Valedictorian Reflects On High School And Value Of Community

[image: ]

Alyssa Borelli of Molino started last Saturday morning anxious for graduation, but a little sad that four years filled with lots of hard work and many laughs was coming to an end.

“I’m excited,” Alyssa quickly stated when asked the first thing that comes to mind when told she is Northview High School’s 2017 Valedictorian. “My parents deserve a huge thank you for being my biggest supporters throughout high school. My teachers and friends definitely deserve to be thanked as well.”

As the Executive Officer, or XO, of  Northview’s NJROTC, the vice president of the Future Business Leaders of America, and actively involved in Beta Club, the Student Government Association, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, the school advisory council, and several other organizations, Alyssa worked hard not only in her studies, but to be an active student too.

Alyssa plans to attend the University of West Florida where she will major in mathematics. She wants to minor in education and teach high school math after graduating college.

When reflecting on the community, Alyssa realizes just how valuable it can be.

“This community is really important to me. I’ve been able to make a lot of close friends and even people I’ve just met are really nice and easy to talk to.”

Alyssa even touched on why she chose the University of West Florida when discussing the importance of  the community to her.

“When picking between UWF and UF,” she stated, “I chose UWF to stay close to my family and friends.”

[image: ]
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Enterprise Florida In ‘Wait And See’ Mode On Cuts

Florida’s business-recruitment agency is bracing to operate with less  money from the state but has not outlined changes that might need to be  made.

Nor are Enterprise Florida officials publicly expressing  hope that negotiations between Gov. Rick Scott and House Speaker Richard  Corcoran, R-Land O’ Lakes, will bolster the money available for the  agency.

“We’re going to wait to see what the governor does,” Mike  Grissom, interim president and CEO of Enterprise Florida, said in  reference to how Scott handles the new state budget (SB 2500). “We’re  privately planning. But we’ll wait and see.”

[image: ]Leaders of the  public-private Enterprise Florida, as they began a two-day meeting  Thursday in Tallahassee, outlined plans to alter marketing but otherwise  mostly expressed disappointment in the spending package lawmakers  formally sent to Scott on Wednesday.

“Would I like us to have a  bigger budget so we can do some very targeted marketing during certain  specific times when you would do TV? We don’t have that, so we’re going  to focus on digital and print,” said Eric Silagy, president and chief  executive officer of Florida Power & Light and chairman of  Enterprise Florida’s Marketing Committee. “We’ll leverage wherever we  can. … It’s going to have to be very, very specific. But limited.”

A  year after slashing operations by one-third, including eliminating  nearly 30 positions, the agency is once again faced with having to make  changes with the arrival of the new fiscal year on July 1.

There  was no public talk Thursday of eliminating positions. And while the  Enterprise Florida Board of Directors meets Friday at Florida State  University, the board appears more likely to conduct conference calls  later in the month — once Scott acts on the budget — to direct any  changes.

Scott, who chairs the Enterprise Florida board, has  expressed anger with the funding package but hasn’t indicated if he’ll  sign the $82.4 billion budget before a June 15 deadline or detailed the  extent of potential vetoes.

Scott proposed $85 million for  Enterprise Florida to use for business incentives, but lawmakers did not  provide any of that funding. Corcoran led opposition to Scott’s  proposal, likening incentive programs to “corporate welfare.”

But  ongoing negotiations may be in play that could increase the $16 million  that lawmakers agreed to provide to Enterprise Florida for daily  operations.

Senate President Joe Negron told The News Service of  Florida he is aware of ongoing talks between Scott and Corcoran  regarding a sweeping education bill — which contains a priority of the  speaker — and Enterprise Florida.

“I know those are  discussions between those two parties that are occurring. From the  vantage point of the Senate, we have been supportive of the governor  having the ability to compete for new employers to come to Florida as  long as it’s done in a transparent and reasonable way,” Negron,  R-Stuart, said, pointing out that the Senate funded Scott’s budget  requests for Enterprise Florida and tourism-marketer Visit Florida. “I  think the Senate’s track record in supporting the governor’s priorities  speaks for itself. But I understand that there are discussions on  possible ways to resolve some of these differences as the governor is  now considering the entire budget.”

Corcoran, who did not  immediately return a request for comment, wants to avoid a veto of a  sweeping education bill (HB 7069) that he has made a priority. The  education bill — opposed by groups such as the Florida School Boards  Association and the Florida Association of District School  Superintendents — includes money for such things as a charter-school  expansion and pay bonuses for teachers and principals.

Enterprise  Florida leaders said they’ve heard of such talks for weeks, but remain  focused on the spending plan that lawmakers delivered to Scott. Along  with rejecting Scott’s request for business-incentive money, the budget  would reduce the agency’s funding for general operations from $23.5  million in the current year.

The state funding reduction is  forcing the agency, which can still raise money from private donors, to  scale-back its $8.5 million in marketing programs intended to make  out-of-state and international business leaders aware of Florida’s  business attributes.

The budget, however, allows Enterprise Florida to maintain its international offices and continue foreign trade missions.

Scott  unsuccessfully asked for $250 million a year ago for incentives, and  this year his request was for $85 million to fund the Quick Action  Closing Fund.

“I don’t think we should be spending what New York  is spending or California, and I don’t think we should be offering $100  million (incentive deals) or whatever people do. But I don’t think we  should unilaterally disarm,” Silagy said. “We need to compete. You can’t  go on the field — and to use a football analogy — you can’t go out  on the field against the New England Patriots without pads. You’re going  to get creamed.”

On May 9, a day after the budget was approved  by the House and Senate, Scott told reporters in Panama City that  Florida won’t be in the “game for economic development” due to the cuts  to Enterprise Florida and Visit Florida.

“I hope everybody remembers that this is the day that for sure we start not being competitive,” Scott said.

Scott hammered a similar message later in May when announcing updated tourism and unemployment numbers.

“Businesses  and site selectors have taken notice of the Florida Legislature’s  decision to turn their backs on the incredible return on investment  economic-development programs like Enterprise Florida and Visit Florida  have brought to our state,” Scott said in a prepared statement May 16.

The  state can still offer tax rebates to businesses through programs such  as the Qualified Target Industries, which typically requires a local  government match.

by Jim Turner, The News Service of Florida
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Northview Presents Grade 9-11 Awards

[image: ]

Northview High School presented end of the year awards to students in grades 9-11 as follows:

11th Grade Reading Highest Academic Average — Rhayeshawann Davidson

11th Grade Reading Exemplary Student — Anna Belle Barberree

Advanced Guitar Highest Academic Average — Jude Parham

Advanced Guitar Exemplary Student — Tyler Wilson

Agriscience Foundations Exemplary Student — Raeleigh Woodfin

Agriscience Technology Highest Academic Average — Cole Hassebrock

Agriscience Technology Exemplary Student — Donnie Dixon

Algebra 1 Highest Academic Average — Jace Weber

Algebra 1 Exemplary Student — McKayla McConathy

Algebra 1A Highest Academic Average — Elana Marie Ward

Algebra 1A Exemplary Student — Kaitlyn Jane Respress

Algebra 1B Highest Academic Average — Charity Josephine Johnson

Algebra 1B Exemplary Student — Anthony James Harrelson

Algebra II Highest Academic Average — Findley, Clayton

Algebra II Exemplary Student — Chavers, Logan

Algebra II Honors Highest Academic Average — Beach, William

Algebra II Honors Exemplary Student — Carnley, Ashtyn

Anatomy and Physiology Highest Academic Average — Brianna Hardy

Anatomy and Physiology Exemplary Student — Jarrod Davison

Beginner Guitar Exemplary Student — Gracen Brook (9th)

Biology Highest Academic Average — Susannah Amerson

Biology Exemplary Student — Charity ” Joey” Johnson

Biology Honors Highest Academic Average — Lexxi Baggett

Biology Honors Exemplary Student — Logan Chavers

Culinary Arts 11th Grade Award Highest Academic Average — Anna Belle Barberree

Culinary Arts 11th Grade Award Exemplary Student — Jordan Parham

Culinary Arts 9th Grade Highest Academic Average — Kayla McKillion

Culinary Arts 9th Grade Exemplary Student — Lacie Carter

Culinary Arts Award for 10th Grade Highest Academic Average — Delaney Reynolds

Culinary Arts Award for 10th Grade Exemplary Student — Lydia Smith

Digital Design II Highest Academic Average — Tara Windham

Digital Information Technology (DIT) Highest Academic Average — Jace Weber

Digital Information Technology (DIT) Exemplary Student — Nicholas Trump

Earth Science Highest Academic Average — Cole Hassebrock

Earth Science Exemplary Student — Logan Doremus

Earth Science Honors Highest Academic Average — Alayna Brown

Earth Science Honors Exemplary Student — John Chivington

English 2 Highest Academic Average — Austin Adams

English 2 Exemplary Student — Jazmine Norman

English 2 Honors Highest Academic Average — Lexxi Baggett

English 2 Honors Exemplary Student — Hannah McGahan

English 3 Highest Academic Average — Dykota Wilson

English 3 Exemplary Student — Bria Hardy

English 3 Honors Highest Academic Average — Tara Windham

English 3 Honors Exemplary Student — Destiny Watson

English I Highest Academic Average — Lacie Carter

English I Exemplary Student — Diamond Brown

English I Honors Highest Academic Average — Ashlan Harigel

English I Honors Exemplary Student — Jace Weber

Geometry Highest Academic Average — Michico Abraham

Geometry Exemplary Student — Anna King

Girls weightlifting -10th Highest Academic Average — Lexxi Baggett

Girls weightlifting -10th Exemplary Student — Valen Shelly

Girls Weightlifting- 11th Highest Academic Average — Raeleigh Woodfin

Girls Weightlifting- 11th Exemplary Student — Myisha Syria

Girls Weightlifting -9th Highest Academic Average — Anna King

Girls Weightlifting -9th Exemplary Student — Destiny Cleckler

Honors Geometry Highest Academic Average — Ashlan Harigel

Honors Geometry Exemplary Student — Abigayil Mascaro

Intensive Language Arts Highest Academic Average — Addison Albritton

Intensive Language Arts Exemplary Student — Melissa Sunday

Intensive Language Arts (10th) Highest Academic Average — Charity “Joey” Johnson

Intensive Reading Highest Academic Average — Dellie Roberts

Intensive Reading Exemplary Student — Cody Edwards

Liberal Arts 1 Highest Academic Average — Alexandra Carter

Liberal Arts 1 Exemplary Student — Dillan Sasser

Liberal Arts 2 Highest Academic Average — Aubree Love

Liberal Arts 2 Exemplary Student — Natasha Walker

Math for College Readiness Highest Academic Average — Bailey, Joshua

Math for College Readiness Exemplary Student — Senior

Naval Science 1-4 Highest Academic Average — Cadet Keaton Brown

Naval Science 1-4 Exemplary Student — Cadet Orelbis Rodriguez

PE -10th Highest Academic Average — Dalton Hamilton

PE -10th Exemplary Student — Aaliyah Tucker

PE -11th Highest Academic Average — Catie Clayton

PE -11th Exemplary Student — Beau Bryan

PE -9th grade Highest Academic Average — Brianna White

PE -9th grade Exemplary Student — Melissa Sunday

Personal Fitness Highest Academic Average — Kinzie Rackard

Personal Fitness Exemplary Student — Keviana Brown

Physical Science Highest Academic Average — Lacie E. Carter

Physical Science Exemplary Student — Destiny Cleckler

Physical Science Honors Highest Academic Average — Kayla McKillion

Precalculus Honors Highest Academic Average — Windham, Tara

Precalculus Honors Exemplary Student — Barberee, Anna Belle

Sociology Exemplary Student — Kinzie Rackard

Spanish 1 Highest Academic Average — Jace Weber

Spanish 1 Exemplary Student — Will Beach

Spanish 2 Highest Academic Average — Rebecca Dunn

Spanish 2 Exemplary Student — Maggie Lane

Theater Exemplary Student — Evan Till (11th)

U.S. History Highest Academic Average — Jarrod Davison

U.S. History Exemplary Student — Anna Belle Barbarree

U.S. History Honors Highest Academic Average — Destiny Watson

U.S. History Honors Exemplary Student — Tara Windham

World History Highest Academic Average — Crystalyn Daly

World History Exemplary Student — Margaret Lane

World History Honors Highest Academic Average — Ashtyn Carnley

World History Honors Exemplary Student — Valen Shelly

World Music Exemplary Student — Hannah McGahan (10th)
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Ascend Names Technology Center After Retired CEO

[image: ]

The technology building at Ascend Performance Materials in Cantonment was renamed the “Frederic M. Poses Technology Center” during a ceremony Thursday in honor of Fred Poses, the company’s first CEO. The ceremony included remarks from Phil McDivitt, Ascend’s current CEO, and Escambia County Commissioner Stephen Barry.

Thursday’s events also coincided with Ascend’s eight year anniversary in Cantonment.

Photos for NorthEscambia.com, click to enlarge.
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Wahoos Devour Jumbo Shrimp 5-2

[image: ]

Pensacola Blue Wahoos right-hander Luis Castillo’s second win of the season against his former team came nine starts, and 49 days since his first one in his second start of the season on April 13.

Castillo, the Miami Marlins Pitcher of the Year last season for Jacksonville, led the Blue Wahoos as he tied his career-high strikeouts with 10 in the, 5-2, victory Thursday over the Jumbo Shrimp in front of 3,998 at Blue Wahoos Stadium.

After giving up a solo home run and two singles in the first inning, Castillo hit a batter, walked one and allowed a double over the next four innings. The right-hander, who MLB Pipeline.com ranks as the Cincinnati Reds No. 7 prospect, also tied his career-high with 10 strikeouts in five innings of work, striking out the side in the fourth inning.

After five no-decisions and three losses, Castillo improved to 2-3 with a 3.00 ERA on the season. He said pitching against his former team and in front of seven executives from the Cincinnati Reds organization, including GM Dick Williams, put a little extra juice in his fastball that consistently hits the high 90-mph range.

“It is definitely more significant to play my former team,” the Dominican Republic prospect said through interpreter catcher Adrian Nieto. “I know how hard they work and it makes me bring my A game.”

Pensacola manager Pat Kelly said there was talk over the winter about putting Castillo in the bullpen. But coaches have been working with him to improve his slider.

“He has been working so hard on his slider,” Kelly said. “As a three-pitch pitcher, he has a chance to be a starter. Starters are more valuable than relievers.”

He said despite Castillo being 6-2, 195 pounds, he is solid, which allows him to have a plus-fastball.

“In the fifth inning, he was throwing his best fastball,” Kelly said. “He’s a skinny little guy at 195 pounds but he’s a lot stronger than people think.”

Castillo said he hopes Thursday’s performance sparks more wins for him.

“It feels great to turn things around,” he said. “I’m hoping to continue to win a couple of ball games and pitch a couple of good outings in a row.”

Jacksonville second baseman KC Serna smoked his second homer in two games in the first inning to put the Jumbo Shrimp ahead, 1-0. He now has three homers in 31 games.

Pensacola tied it up, 1-1, in the bottom of the first on back-to-back doubles by left fielder Tyler Goeddel and Gabriel Guerrero.

Blue Wahoos catcher Joe Hudson smacked a one hop double off the left field wall to drive in second baseman Angelo Gumbs, putting Pensacola in front, 2-1, in the second inning. With two outs and runners on second and third base, Guerrero hit a bases-clearing single to left field that drove in shortstop Blake Trahan and Hudson to put Pensacola on top, 4-1.

Guerrero was 2-4 — his 20th multi-hit game of the year — and drove in three of the Blue Wahoos five runs Thursday.

“He has a nice two-strike approach,” Kelly said. “In the past, he was more of a free swinger. He’s trying to put the ball in play. He’s not worried about power. He’s not trying to hit home runs.”

The Jumbo Shrimp, who came back from five runs down and again from four runs down the previous game to win, added a run in the sixth inning on Pensacola reliever Alex Powers when right fielder John Norwood crushed a triple that rolled to the fence in the right center gap and scored when left fielder Cal Towey hit a shot to center to cut Pensacola’s lead to, 4-2.

In the very next inning, Jacksonville loaded the bases with two outs to chase Powers from the game. Pensacola reliever Geoff Broussard entered and earned two quick strikes on Norwood and then threw three balls for a full count. After two foul balls, Broussard struck Norwood out to end the scoring threat.

Kelly said Broussard was tired after throwing 1.1 innings of relief the game before.

“That’s the ballgame. There was no room for error,” Kelly said.

Herget, who also pitched Wednesday and gave up the game-winning homer, earned his Southern League-leading 14th save Thursday.

“It’s good for them,” Kelly said about pitching in consecutive games. “That’s what they are going to have to do in the big leagues.”

Pensacola did add an insurance run when first baseman Angelo Gumbs scored for the second time in the game on a passed ball in the bottom of the eighth inning for a, 5-2, Blue Wahoos lead.

The Blue Wahoos lead the series, 2-1, over the Jumbo Shrimp. The club is 30-23 and in first place in the Southern League South Division where they’ve been in all but six days this season.

Pensacola reliever Domingo Tapia was called up Thursday to Triple-A Louisville Bats. In one start and 14 relief appearances, Tapia posted a 2-2 record with one save, 2.86 ERA and 36 Ks in 28.1 innings.
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There are no tropical cyclones in the Atlantic at this time.
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